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tJFOK 



THE VOCATION TO THE ECCLESIAS- 
TICAL STATE: ADDRESSED TO THE 
YOUNG. 



Intending, my dear children, to consecrate 
yourselves to. the holy ministry, you have, with- 
out doubt, carefully examined, whether it be 
God that has called you to a state into which 
Jesus Christ himself did not enter, without a 
mission from his Father, and into which no 
one has a right to enter without a mission from 
Jesus Christ: Sicut misit me Pater, et ego mitto 
vo&.* I suppose then that human considerations 
have had no share in a vocation, which is de- 
filed and rendered illegitimate, by every mo- 

• 
* John c. xx. v. 21. 
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2 ON VOCATION,, 

tive that proceeds not from the spirit of God. 
I suppose that your early morals have not, by 
their irregularity, already announced to you, 
that you should never presume to thrust your- 
selves into the sanctuary, the formidable gates 
of which, were in ancient times open only to 
innocence, and into which innocence itself did 
not enter without trembling: I suppose, in fine, 
that the enlightened judges to whom, in the 
tribunal, yon have confided the details of your 
past life, and the most secret inclinations of 
your heart, have discovered in you, as far as 
it is given to the limited and ever uncertain 
lights of mortals to penetrate ; have, I say, dis- 
covered in. you, the marks of a true vocation; 
that in assenting to yoar installation in the 
holy place, they believed they were concurring 
in the eternal designs of God upon you; that 
they presumed, that in presenting yourselves to 
the church, you offered nothing to her, but 
what the Lord himself had chosen; and that 
they have said to you, with a holy confidence, 
as Laban said, of old, to Eliezar : Ingrederc 
benedicte Domini, cur forts stas?* Come w, 
thou blessed of the Lord, why standest thou 
« _ 

* Genesis, c» xxiv. v. 31. 
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ADDRESSED TO THE YOUNG. 8 

without? But if, ob the other hand, my dear 
children, these essential conditions are want- 
ing to your vocation; if, before presenting 
yourselves in this place, you have not long ex- 
amined before God, whether the design of con- 
secrating yourselves to the holy ministry, came 
from him; if the order and circumstances of 
your birth, have had a greater share in it, than 
the order of the Almighty and the impulse of 
his grace ; if the hope of finding in the sanc- 
tuary, a situation more comfortable, more ho- 
nourable and commodious than awaited you at 
home, has decided your choice ; if your voca- 
tion has had its origin, in the arrangements 
and the cupidity of friends ; if they have con- 
sulted their interests, rather than your inclina- 
tions and the interests of your salvation, and 
if the necessities of your family, and not those 
of the church, have given you to the altar, 
your vocation, which began in the flesh, wiH 
end in the flesh. It is cupidity that has dedi- 
cated you to the church, and it will not fail 
to stain the whole course of your ministry ; you 
cannot be the Priest of Jesus Christ, who known 
you not, and who has not sent you ; you will 
be merely the Priest of your own passions, and 
of those of your relatives, from whom alone 



Digitized 



by Google 



# OlS VOCATION, 

you have received your mission. When the 
relatives of Christ, according to the flesh, daz- 
zled by views altogether carnal of his first mi- 
ncles, and moved by the success of the open- 
ing of his mission, already conceiving the hope 
of a splendid fortune according to the world, 
and such is almost always the object of relatives : 
uige him to quit the obscurity of a village, and 
manifest himself to the world, on the occasion 
of a public solemnity in Jerusalem: Si fuec 
facts, manifesto teipsum mundo* what does 
Christ answer them? that they are ever ready 
to counsel those who are allied to them by 
blood, such steps and pursuits as may be glo- 
rious and profitable to themselves; and that 
they regard neither the designs of God, nor 
whom He has chosen, nor the times he has 
marked for the manifestation of his choice ; that 
all times are good, and all persons equal ia 
their eyes, provided they may contribute to the 
advancement of their earthly projects of ambi- 
tion and fortune. In effect, every thing seems 
good to carnal parents : suppose a child vicious, 
>born with inclinations altogether opposed to 
the sanctity of the ministry ; yet, if his priest- 

* John* c. viL v. 4. 
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ADDRESSED TO THE YOUNCL 5 

hood promises to him and to them, temporal 
advantages ; behold their time and their voca^ 
tion ; they heed no other : Tempua vestrum 
temper est poratum ; tempus autem meum nan* 
dum advenk* But the time of Jestu Christ 
is rarely the same as their's; and woe to those 
who do not await it; woe to those who anti- 
cipate it ; woe to those who take the voice of 
flesh and Mood for the voice of heaven, and 
confound the time of cupidity with the hour of 
grace: Ttonpus vestrum semper esi paratwn; 
tempos autem meum nottdum adveuiL Purity 
of motive is, then, the first mark of a voca- 
tion. 

But although you should have no reproach 
to make yourselves, on the score of your mot 
tives; although an inclination from childhood, 
for the church, were to bespeak their purity ; 
you ought still to ask yourselves, whether your 
morals hitherto have pronounced this early in* 
clination to he the impulse of grace, rather than 
a mere impression of nature; for the second 
mark of a vocation is innocence of morals. You 
ought to examine, whether an innocent life has 
prepared you for this holy step ; whether those 

* John. c. vii. v. 6. 
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trtao were brought up with you, witnessing the 
candour, the wisdom »and purity, of your early 
morals, have of themselves, destined you to the 
altar ; whether, as it were, they predicted that 
a life so prudent, so innocent in childhood, 
showed from afar, the image of a virtuous Priest, 
as Saint Paul assures us was the case of his 
disciple Timothy : Secundum prcecedentes in te 
prophetias* For, if your morals have, hitherto, 
disavowed the holy state you are going to em* 
brace ; if you bear no other mark of a voca- 
tion to the divine functions of the ministry, but 
the disorders of early youth ; if your past con- 
duct, by its irregularities and excesses, seemed 
rather to point you out for the licentious sol- 
diery of the world, than for the army of the 
church ; if, far from having the approbation and 
suffrages of the public, required by the church, 
in the ordination of her ministers, you have 
given cause to such as knew you, to foretel, 
that so for from ever becoming a worthy Priest* 
you would be even a scandalous layman ; ap- 
proach not the holy place : present not at the 
altar, at which the victim bearing the slightest 
blemish was rejected, a body defiled by a thou* 

• 1. Tim. c- i. v. 18. 
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ADDRESSED TO THE YOUNG. 7 

sand abominations: be not guilty of the fright- 
ful temerity of carrying into the sacred taber- 
nacle, not only an unholy fire and strange in- 
cense, but even the criminal fire and impure 
odor of your scandalous disorders: enter not 
into the temple of the living God, to make a 
sacrilegious union of Christ with Belial, of the 
Holy of Holies with the shameful idol of pas- 
sion and sin. An avenging flame may not come 
forth, as formerly, from the sanctuary, to de- 
vour you, and punish the guilt of your profa- 
nation ; but the invisible hand of God will re- 
pel you, as a profane intruder, and a secret 
and impure fire will light up and burn with 
still greater violence in your soul; will defile 
and render it still more hideous than before, will 
reign in it to the end, will consume by degrees, 
the few remains of faith and of the fear of 
God, that had survived your disorders, and to 
the end, you will be stamped with the charac- 
ter of reprobation, and be a hidden curse in the 
midst of Israel. 

I do not say that if heretofore you have had 
the misfortune of losing your innocence, and if 
by a prompt and sincere repentance, you have 
returned to a virtuous life, you ought abso- 
lutely renounce the idea of consecrating your- 
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self to the church. This was the rigorous law 
which she formerly observed: those who had 
fallen, that is, those who had committed even 
those private sins which kill the soul, and for 
which the canons enforced the exercise, and 
exacted the performance, of public penance: 
the faithful who had thus fallen, were for ever 
excluded from the sacred ministry: it was a 
stain which tears might expiate before God* 
but which they did not cover from the eyes of 
the church. She would not suffer even the 
most fervent of her public penitents ever to ex- 
ercise the right of applying to others, those 
expiatory remedies, of which they had once, 
themselves stood in need : innocence alone was 
admitted Into the venerable assembly of the mi* 
nisters of her altar. 

The necessities of the church, and the ge- 
neral depravation of morals, have obliged her 
to relax a little and with regret, from her first 
rigor ; her discipline has changed, but her spi- 
rit, and the sanctity requisite for the ministry, 
are still the same. It is then always dreadful for 
us, to stand in need of her indulgence in this 
particular ; it is dreadful for us, that the gene- 
ral corruption should be our only claim to en- 
ter the gates of the sanctuary ; that the change 
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ADDRESSED TO THE YOUNG. * 

and the wickedness of the times should consti- 
tute our only title ; that we should be as chil- 
dren brought forth, in the pains and groans of 
the church, and pastors not worthy of the glori- 
ous days of her liberty, but chosen in the hour 
of her necessity and constraint. It is necessary 
that, the reparation which you have made for 
those passing transgressions, and the lively and 
sincere repentance that has followed them* 
should, in the eyes of the church, hold, as it 
were, the place of a second innocence: it is 
necessary that a profound sentiment of your 
unworthiness, that a holy fear, in presenting 
yourself, to be associated to the ministers of 
the altar; a sincere and ardent zeal for the 
eanctification of those, who are to be confided 
to you, and a tender love for the church, in- 
demnify her, for the defects in your ordination ; 
make up for what she formerly required in 
those whom she deemed worthy of being cho- 
sen, and solace, in some measure, her grief* 
and the sad necessity of her indulgence, by 
the hope that the consequences of your repent- 
ance, will be even more useful to her, than the 
innocence which she once exacted. Do not in- 
crease her grief for the decay of her discipline; 
?tnd in the conduct of souls, be the more exact 
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10 ON VOCATION, 

in causing her rules to be observed, in propor- 
tion as she seems to hare relaxed them in your 
favor. But I repeat it, if from your early age, 
down to the present time, your life has been 
only one unbroken course of depravity and 
guilt ; if your days may be reckoned by your 
crimes, and if sin has been the fixed and uni- 
form state of your youth ; you bear, engraven 
in indelible characters, on the corruption of 
your heart, the terrible sentence that excludes 
you for ever from the sanctuary. Would God 
have prepared you by a life altogether impure, 
for those divine functions which he has not con- 
fided even to Angels? would he himself havt 
chosen a vessel of ignominy to place it on his 
holy altar? would he himself have conducted, as 
it were, by the hand, a body covered with defile- 
ment, into the interior of the awful sanctuary, 
to immolate the Lamb without spot, in the pre- 
sence of the celestial spirits that encircle the 
altar? Could you bring yourself to such a per- 
suasion, unless the justice of God were intent 
to punish your disorders by a blindness, which 
would be their consummation, and the last mark 
of his vengeance? But you promise to weep 
over your disorders, and to lead a life alto- 
gether new. Seek then a retreat among the 
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solitary and the penitent; and choose not for 
the atonement of your crimes, a ministry of ho- 
liness and authority, which presupposes virtues 
acquired, and not crimes to be expiated. You 
are the filth and refuse of the earth, and yon 
think of becoming its salt ? you are like ano- 
ther Lazarus, a rotten and infectious carcass, 
and you think of becoming the minister of re- 
surrection and life! you have been hitherto 
chained in shameful bonds, and you dare pre- 
sent yourslf to loosen the chains of your bre- 
thren? But ought we to despair of the mercy 
of the Lord? God forbid: repent sincerely of 
your sins ; do penance for them, and God will 
forgive you : but he will not forgive the teme- 
rity of your guilty intrusion into the holy mi- 
nistry ; nor will your repentance be sincere, if 
notwithstanding your knowledge of the law that 
rejects you, you force the church to receive you 
into the number of her ministers. Abide the 
decision of the judge of your conscience : con- 
fide to him, with sincerity, the state of your 
soul, and the entire Beries of your past life; 
open to him, without disguise, this old and 
new treasure of iniquity. Be not satisfied with 
disclosing to him the latter circumstances of 
your life, and leaving the past in affected si- 
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12 #K VOCATION, 

fence and forgetfulness : you have chosen Mm to 
be' it* the presence of God, the arbiter of your 
vocation : make yourself entirety known, that 
he may be in a condition to judge; discover 
yourself to him such as- you truly are, and such 
as God knows you. to be. Listen with doci- 
lity to whatever he shall announce, and receive 
his decision with submission : do not compel 
him to give externally a consent, which he re- 
fuses in secret, and which his piety, his light* 
and the law* of the church, equally forbid : wrest 
mot from him a compliance^ which the inviolable- 
secrecy of hi* ministry, renders on his part 
unavoidable^ and force him not to admit into the 
sanctuary, a candidate, whom God rejects and 
vomits forth from his mouth. If in defiance of 
his secret and salutary admonitions you have 
the frightful temerity to advance ; if, like Saul, 
persuaded that he was reproved of God, you 
force another Samuel, obliged to secrecy, to 
honour you before men, and suffer you to usurp 
an honor which belongs not to you, and which 
God refuses: Honora me eoram seniaribus po- 
puli:* I have nothing further to say to you: 
your reprobation will be written on your fore* 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ — ii. II ■ n I ii !■■« 

* 1. Kings, c. xv. v. 30, 
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beady in the sacred character with which you 
are to be marked; and *31 that can be done 
by the judge t>f your conscience, who knows 
jour un worthiness, and the decree of the Lord 
by whom you are rejected, is to weep, during 
fhe rest of his days over the irrevocable mis- 
fortune of your destiny for eternity: Et luge- 
bat Samnd Sautem omnibus diebus vita stae** 
Innocence stf morals is iben the second mark 
of a vocation. 

I shall not dwell long xm talents, which con- 
stitute the third mark. The Father of the fit- 
mily calls none but wwfcmen into his* vine- 
yard - although he should have confided but a 
single talent to his servants, he designs that it 
should be improved, and the unprofitable ser- 
vant is cast into exterior darkness: Jesus Christ 
has established and sent us, only to produce 
fruit: Pvsui vt>8 ttt eatts tt fruetum afferatis.f 
In the world, it is not the custom to destine 
for the army, the law, or for public affairs, per- 
sons born without any talents for these diffe- 
rent professions ; and what could persuade yotj 
to enter the church; if you find in yourself no 
talents for the different employments, with which 

♦1. Kings, e. xv- v, 35, t John. c. xv. v. 101 
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14 ON VOCATION, 

she must entrust you? To be an unprofitable 
labourer, or not in a state to cultivate the vine- 
yard, is an irrevocable cause of exclusion : it is 
to have neither title nor vocation to enter it. 
Perhaps you are called by a benefice, which 
your relations have a long time possessed, and 
to which you are destined to succeed : but this 
benefice is the penny which the Father of the 
family, that is to say, the church intends to 
give to none, but to those who toil in the im- 
provement of her vineyard : it is the reward of 
labor, and not the recompence of effeminacy 
and idleness ; nor can you have any right to 
receive it, but in proportion' as you shall labour 
and render yourself useful. If you enjoy it 
without making yourself serviceable to the 
church, you enjoy a property which is not 
yours : you frustrate the intentions of the zea- 
lous and generous faithful who in ancient times 
established those pious foundations and bestow- 
ed them on the church, to supply the necessi- 
ties of the virtuous and active pastor, not to 
minister to the luxury and voluptuousness of 
the worthless and the idle. Alas ! these pious 
souls denied themselves the expenses and gra- 
tifications of magnificence and sensuality; they 
retrenched the superfluities and even the com- 
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ADDRESSED TO THE YOUNG- 15 

fort* of life, to enrich the church : how could 
it have entered into their thoughts, to secure 
by their retrenchment and economy, to the mi- 
nisters of a crucified God, that ease and those 
superfluities which they did not deem them- 
selves entitled to enjoy? You occupy the place 
and the revenue of a pastor who would have 
usefully served the church : you deprive her of 
a faithful labourer, who would have consoled 
her by the fruits of salvation, and who would 
have assisted and honoured her by talents, the 
want of which cannot fail to render you a dis- 
grace and a burden to her. 

And when I speak of talents, I am aware 
that they are of various degrees, that the Holy 
Spirit divides not bis gifts equally to all ; that 
nil are not Prophets or Apostles ; that one may 
lender himself useful in one way, and another 
in another: Alms quidem sic, alius vero sic;* 
that one star differs from another in glory, and 
that as there are different offices in the church, 
there must be different talents to fill them : 
but I say, that at least we must be fitted for 
some one of them. If you possess not that rare 
genius and that science which puffeth up, have 

*l. Cor. c. vii. v. 7. 
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you at least that piety which edifieth, and suffi- 
cient knowledge of the truths of religion, to 
instruct your brethren ? If you possess not the 
superior mind and extensive information requi- 
site to confound the unbeliever and the rebel- 
lious children of the church, are you at least 
qualified to confirm the simple and the igno- 
rant in piety and faith? If you feel that you 
do not possess the talents necessary to an- 
nounce the gospel in cities, to the great and 
the powerful of the age, have you at least suf- 
ficient, to announce it with profit, to the poor 
and the little, who inhabit the country ? Alas t 
if so, your talents may dazzle less, but they will 
also be less dangerous and more productive ; 
safer for yourself, more profitable to your bre- 
thren: the word of the gospel ordinarily fells 
among the great and the rich, as amidst thorns 
and briars ; it is only in the hearts of the 
simple and the poor that it finds a soil, pre- 
pared to bring forth fruit, a hundred fold. If 
you are unequal to the government of an ex- 
tensive and populous parish, are you, at least 
qualified to assist in conducting it, under the eye 
of a holy and enlightened pastor; or can you 
perchance, undertake to tend a small flock that 
is easily managed. In fine, although it be true* 
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that the lips of the Priest shall keep knowledge 
and that they shall seek the law at his mouth,* 
yet, if nature has denied to you, the talents ne- 
cessary for public instruction, can you, at least* 
compensate for the deficiency, and supply their 
place, by counsel and unction in th£ tribunal; 
by prudence, by the knowledge of your duty, 
by the discernment of the diseases of the soul; 
by that zeal and that solid and enlightened pi- 
ety, necessary for the ministry ? for piety is the 
soul of all our talents ; it alone can ensure the 
fruit of them : the most moderate, when com- 
bined with great piety, become oftentimes the 
most valuable to the church ; and without it, 
the most brilliant are but like to the lightnings 
which dazzle and astonish, but which are speed- 
ily followed by the fall and the offensive smell 
of the thunder; I mean those public and shame* 
ful fells which spread an odor of death through 
the church, and which become the subject of 
her grief and her tears. 

It is then the duty of each one of you, who are 
here assembled only to examine your vocation 
to the holy ministry, to ask himself in the pre- 
sence of God, whether he finds in himself those 
■ ■ , ■ t i ■ 

*Malach« c. ii. v. 7* 

VOL. II, B 



Digitized 



by Google 



18 OW VOCiTfOff, 

thnae essential marks of a legitimate call: pa- 
rity of motive, innocence of morals, and talent* 
useful to the church. If any one of these three 
be wanting, the common rule k, that your voca- 
tion is false, and that you are embracing a slate 
to which God has not called you. 
. Now, my dear children, do you rightly un- 
derstand what it is to eater into any state, what- 
ever it may be, to which God has not destined 
you? It is to go out of the order of his provi- 
dence, which is the eternal counsels, has mark- 
ed out to each of us, the way in which he 
should journey during the days of his pilgrim- 
age, and which alone can conduct him to salva- 
tion. We thus quit that path in which his good- 
ness had prepared for us, infallible means of eter- 
nal happiness : we enter rashly on a strange way, 
jn which his hand, which has not conducted us 
thither, will not support us; in which we walk 
quite alone; in which every step we take, leads 
us but farther astray ; in which we resemble the 
unfortunate traveller, bewildered in the night, 
who finds at every step, precipices which he 
mistakes for the level road ; who is exposed alone 
and in the midst of darkness to a thousand other 
perils, which he can neither foresee nor escape, 
end who, as the night is not to end for bun. 
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is almost sure of perishing or, at least, of ne- 
ver arriving 1 at the happy term of his journey, 
without one of those chances and those mira- 
cles which prudence would not suffer itself to 
expect. Such is the condition of him, who rash* 
ly enters into a profession, and into a way for 
which God had not destined him : he walks in 
it alone, accompanied by nothing but his weak- 
nesses ; he is in a state, in which every thing 
is for him, turned into danger; in which he is 
deprived of those lights, of that special protec- 
tion, that is to say, of those singular graces 
which are peculiar to that calling, and by the 
help of which he would have avoided all its dan- 
gers, but which God has prepared for those otily, 
whom he himself had prepared and destined for 
that state. 

Now, my dear children, if a truth so terri- 
ble, be nevertheless incontestable, in general re- 
ference to the rash Choice of a state, to which 
God has not called us ; if such choice draws 
down upon us the indignation of God, and' ren- 
ders us, during life, unworthy of his kindness 
and benevolence; what is to become of those 
who call themselves to a ministry of glory and 
holiness, with which he has not condescended 
to honour even the spirits of heaven? what is to 
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become of those who thrust themselves into the 
sanctuary, the only place on earth, which he 
seems to have reserved to himself, the habita- 
tion of his glory, the sacred and inviolable asy- 
lum of his doctrine and of his laws ; the trea- 
sury of his worship, of the homage which he 
exacts of men and of all the precious memorials 
of his love towards them ? With what fury will 
he not look upon the wretch, who dares to seat 
himself in the venerable assembly of his minis- 
ters; who comes to compel the Almighty to es- 
tablish him his envoy upon earth, to confide 
to him, against his will, the blood of his only 
Son, the divine functions of his mediation, of 
his redemption, of his priesthood ; and to usurp 
the possession of whatever, as most precious and 
most worthy of his power, his mercy had not 
ceased, from the beginning of the world, to 
prepare for the salvation of men ? What a trea- 
sure of wrath, what coals of fire is not such a 
wretch heaping on his own head? how black 
the character of reprobation that is stamped on 
his soul by the sacred unction with which he 
is animated? and the hands which the Pontiff 
and the presbytery impose upon his head, do 
they not devote him as a miserable victim, re* 



Digitized 



by Google 



ADDRESSED TO THE YOUNG. 21 

jected of God, and destined to be an everlast- 
ing anathema? 

So, my dear Children, a vicious Priest, and 
one who has forced himself against the order of 
God, into the holy ministry, is almost never 
converted. The older he grows, the more is 
he, every day, adding to the mass of his profa- 
nations and sacrileges : the divine favors them- 
selves, of which he is the dispenser, harden him; 
every function is for him, a new crime, and 
adds a new link to his reprobation ; and he dies 
as he lived, charged with the sacrilegious usur- 
pation of the priesthood, and with all the crimed 
by which he profaned it : such is the experi- 
ence of every day. In every other condition, 
we often behold consoling examples of sinners, 
who repent and are converted: a disorderly 
Priest, one who entered the holy ministry with- 
out being called, dies a reprobate: nor have 
the conversion of even a few bad Priests as yet 
consoled the church for the impenitence and de- 
plorable end of all the rest. 

Wherefore, my dear children, neglect nothing 
in the examination which you are to make here 
before God, on the subject of your vocation ; 
our precautions cannot be too great, where a 



Digitized 



by Google 



38 ' OK TOCATIOK. 

felse step U irreparable. Do not cease to ask 
yourselves, in this place of probation and re- 
treat, whe re you are to consult the will of God 
in your regard ; whether the holy state to which 
you aspire, will consort with. your past morals; 
whether you engage in it, from pure motives, 
or bring to it those talents, which the church re- 
quires in every candidate : if one of those con- 
ditions be wanting, it is the s*me as if you 
wanted all. Pray without ceasing, and let your 
most ordinary petition be that of the Prophet: do 
thou, O Lord, thyself, show me the way in which 
I should walk ; and teach me what are the paths 
which thou hast prepared for me, and which 
alone can conduct me to salvation : Via* iuas, 
Domine, demonstra mihi, el semitas tuas edoce 
ine.* A few years of examination, of prayer 
and of retreat, are not too much to decide upon 
a choice, which itself must decide upon your 
eternal salvation and upon that of the people 
who are, one day, to be confided to your care; 
that is to say, and let this thought never be 
forgotten, a choice which is to give to the al- 
tar, ministers of the salvation or the perdition 

* Psalm. 24. v. 4. 
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of the faithful ; the reproach of the church or 
its ornament and its glory; rocks of scandal 
in the way, or pillars to rapport the sacred 
edifice ; the profaners or the dispensers of holy 
things 1 ; in a word,, instruments of the mercy 
or the wrath of God > towards men. Amesu 
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A DISCOURSE 

ON 

THE CHARACTERS WHICH OUGHT TO 
MARK THE ZEAI< OF THE CLERGY 
AGAINST VICE, 



Emulationem Dei habent, sed non secundum 
scientiam. 

They have the zeal of God, but not according 
tq knowledge. 

Romans, chap. x. yer. 2. 



In a late discourse/ we explained to you the 
necessity of zeal in the clergy ; and you re- 
mained persuaded, that zeal against vice is the 
most essential duty of the priesthood, and the 
first effect of sacerdotal grace. But as zeal 
has its rules and its imperfections, and as there 



♦The discourse, on zeal for the sal ration of souls, 
vol. 1. p. 425. 
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b a zeal according to knowledge, and a zeal of 
ignorance and temerity, it is important to paint 
both in their proper colours; and, whilst we 
enforce what should sanctify zeal, and render it 
useful to our brethren, guard you, at the same 
time, against whatever is likely to defile its ex- 
cellence or destroy its fruit. 

Now as zeal is nothing but charity itself, 
which urges us, which excites in us not only 
a sincere wish that our brethren be saved, but' 
moreover, a lively and eager desire to labour for 
their salvation; to know whether our zeal be 
genuine or not, we have only to examine whe- 
ther we can discover in it, those characters 
which Saint Paul considers as inseparable from 
true charity. For all zeal that is not likened to 
charity; that is not charity itself, active, com- 
passionate, humble, meek, patient, disinterested, 
ia not zeal according to knowledge, is not that 
zeal which honours the priesthood, that zeal 
which the* church requires in' all her ministers 
and expects from you. 

I know that zeal like the spirit of God, from 
which it proceeds, assumes different forms ac- 
cording to the different characters of those whose 
hearts it inflames. In some it is more ardent, 
jn others more gentle and insinuating ; in others 



Digitized 



by Google 



45 ON ZEAIp 

again, more terrible and menacing. But these, 
various lines terminate in the fixed point of cha- 
rity : they are but so many way* conducting to 
the same end,, and all bearing the divine cha- 
racter of the principle from which they proceed 
Each one has his peculiar gift and his peculiar 
talent, but it is charity that moulds and di- 
rects them all, nor is there one that is not nark- 
ed with its indelible impression. Let us then 
in a few simple reflections, review the various 
characters which the Apostle attributes to char- 
rity, for they are the same that combine to fbrafc 
a true zeal. 

Zeal formed by charity is patient; pmiien^ 
€*t;* this is the first character. Yes, my bre- 
thren, however eager we may be for the sal-' 
vation of our brethren, we must desire and ex* 
pect it, in the order of God. Our secret pride 
becomes weary and disgusted when success does 
not correspond with our endeavours : we would 
often wish to render grace subservient to our 
own glory: we seek in the discharge of our func- 
tions that human applause which is attached to 
those prompt and visible benedictions, which 
God sometimes sheds upon the labors of his 
ministers : when this support fails us, our zeal 

* 1. Cor. c. xiii. v. 4. 
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which was warmed by this forbidden fire alone, 
languishes and expires : the toil of the ministry 
becomes disgusting and insipid ; we deem it 
useless, because our self-love is no longer pai4 
without delay, for its pains ; thus the first de- 
feet in reference to this first character, is caused 
by disappointment and disgust. 

Sometimes, with the appearance of purer mo* 
lives, we ascribe the little success of the word 
entirely to the hardness of sinners. We deen^ 
them unworthy of our cares, and exercise our 
ministry in their regard, with regret : their 107 
sensibility instead of moving us to pity and conv» 
passion, tends only to excite our murmurs and 
impatience: we grow cold and indifferent to- 
wards theia A in proportion as their necessities 
should make us more alive to the miseries of 
their deplorable condition. I do not mean to 
say, that we should look with a tranquil eye 
on the impenitence of sinners* and on the fail- 
ure of those efforts which we employ for theW 
salvation. But it is their miserable situation 
that ought to affect us, and this sentiment of 
charity would rather awaken and inflame, than 
cool and extinguish, the ardor of our zeal. 

We see pastors, every day, who complain of 
the indocility of tbeic people, and whose com- 
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plaints are addressed too much to men and too 
little to God: this is the impatience of pride 
and self-love, and is the second defect in refer- 
ence to the first character of zeal. We wish to 
succeed, because success flatters us > and because 
wte always ascribe it to ourselves ; and we be- 
come indignant against those who deprive us of 
this human consolation : it would appear, that 
they snatch away the glory to which we were 
entitled, and that they refuse to us that docility, 
which our vanity thought it had a right to ex- 
pect from them ; and hereupon we despise them ; 
we abandon them almost with complacency to 
the hardness of their hearts; we take venge- 
ance, as it were, on their insensibility by ours ; 
and we appear as little concerned at their des- 
perate state, as they seem regardless of our 
labors. 

But, my brethren, the zeal of charity re- 
proves, conjures, corrects, says the Apostle. Its 
patience grows and augments with the progress 
of disorder; and to new obstacles it opposes on- 
ly the patience that produceth hope, that is, 
new cares and new exhortations : In omni pa- 
tientta et doctrina* A zealous pastor expects 

*2-Tim. c. iv. v. 2. 
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success from God alone : his tears, his sighs, 
his prayers, solicit it without intermission : the 
more the justice of God seems to defer it, the 
more does he labour to obtain it, by redoubling 
his toils and bis weeping ; he ascribes the little 
success of his ministry , solely to himself, to his 
secret infidelities, to his want of faith, and to 
those human weaknesses, which he apprehends 
are to be found mixed up with those purer sen- 
timents, that should ever accompany the dis- 
charge of his functions. 

Those pastors to whom God refuses visible 
success in their ministry, should enter into the 
dispositions of the Apostles on the lake of Ge- 
nesareth : Master, said Simon to Jesus, we have 
laboured all night, and have taken nothing; 
but at thy word I will let down the net:* Behold 
the language of that zeal which charity ren- 
ders always patient : O Lord ! my toils for the 
people whom thou hast deigned to confide to 
me, have hitherto operated nothing: the hard- 
ness of their hearts seems to increase with my 
pains : I do not cease to cast my nets, but they 
return always empty, nor have I the consola- 
tion of drawing a single soul from the deep 

♦ Luke. c. v. Ter. 5. 
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waters of iniquity. Still thou dost command me 
to labour on, and not yield to fatigue : thou 
desirest that I should imitate thy patience and 
thy paternal tenderness, which is not weary of 
striking at the door of a rebellious heart, and 
which after having been a thousand times re- 
pulsed, still returns with increased eagerness 
and lore. Animated by this consoling example, 
I shall not abandon the holy work: this thou 
dost command, and thy commands are a pledge 
of success : thou grantest it when thou pleasest, 
and our impatience, far from accelerating, re- 
tards, its accomplishment ; thou wilt not suffer 
man to anticipate the secret and adorable or* 
der of the dispensation of thy graces : thou wish- 
es! to make us feel that we are not the distri- 
butors of them : that he that plants and waters 
is nothing, but that the increase, the change 
ef hearts is the work of thy mercy and of thy 
power alone. 

The first character then of zeal formed bf 
charity is patience : pattens est. 

Prom patience springs kindness, and this is 
the second character of that zeal which is form-*- 
ed by charity; it is kind and benignant: 2?e- 
pigna est.* 

1. Cor. c. xiii. v. 4. 
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But when the Apostle reckons kindness among 
the chamcterg of true seal, we must not eoo- 
found it with that easy kvdiffleneooe, that pusil- 
Janimky., that unmeaning benignity, which ren- 
ders us *o miU, ao complaisant towards our 
brethren; so eager to gain their afiectkma, aud 
Make them pleased with us; *o anxious k> re- 
move faraway, whatever might afflict them; so 
careful never to address them bat ia the Jan- 
guage of peace, of confidence and mercy ; so 
that far from filling them wkh terror on their 
guilty stale, we tmiKfuLHiae mad encourage them, 
and secure for them m our siaftil faildness a re- 
aouree even against the secret alanine of their 
cini conscience. This fault may hare two 
aouroes ; either it springs from a, weakness and 
timidity of character, natural to us, or from au 
igaovaace of the exactness, and the severity of 
the holy rale* of our duty - that is to say, either 
because our kindness will not allow us to act 
according to our knowledge, or because our 
knowledge itself is fake, being imbibed in vi- 
cious sources. In the first class are to be rec- 
koned certain pastors, otherwise enlightened, 
and well instructed in the hdy maxims of cbris~ 
tiaa morality, but yet, from their weakness of 
character, so incapable of any thiu£ greats linn, 
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or generous, that scarcely have they courage to 
tell a sinner, thbu art the man* It would 
seem, that they fear to afflict or disturb him, by 
exposing to his view, all the horrors of his 
guilty state ; and whilst thunder and lightning 
should issue from their mouth, the sweetness 
of honey distils from their lips. This is not 
what the Apostle calls the kindness of zeal and 
of charity ; it is rather a cowardly degeneracy, 
which nothing can stimulate or awaken; and 
which the great concerns of the glory of God, 
and of the salvation of our brethren, leave as 
cold and unmoved as they found it : it is a timid 
and lazy disposition, which equally fears to 
trouble our own ease, or disturb the repose of 
others; and which causes our corrections and 
our exhortations always to bear the unruffled and 
placid character of the quiet and the insensi- 
bility of our soul. Such meekness is purely 
the offspring of natural temperament, and has 
little resemblance indeed to that kindness of 
zeal and of charity, which is the fruit of the 
holy Spirit. 

It would be yet a greater mistake to con* 
found this holy kindness with that easy but cri~ 

' *2. Kings, c. xii. v. 7- 
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minal condescension, which resting 1 upon a v$in 
and empty learning, substitutes false rules of 
conduct for the "severity of the rules of the gos- 
pel, and prefers novel and human opinions to 
the maxims of the saints, to the doctrine of 
antiquity and to the spirit of Christianity itself. 
Such benignity is a mortal sweet, that kills in- 
stead of curing; it is a science of darkness 
which seeks to palliate, rather than correct, 
crimes; and which, under pretence of not dri* 
ving sinners to despair, encourages them to hope 
against hope itself; it is a detestable subtlety, 
which unable to reconcile the severity of anci- 
ent discipline, with the depravity and corrupt 
tion of these latter times, has so far refined up- 
on the simplicity of the gospel, as to persuade 
itself, that it has discovered new rules of duty, 
more favourable to the passions, and more with- 
in the reach of our practice and morals. Thus 
it has changed the immutable rules in propor- 
tion as morals have become more corrupt, and 
reconciled the gospel with that world, against 
which it will never cease to pronounce its ma* 
ledictions and anathemas. All relaxation which 
tends only to justify the corruption of men, is 
a barbarous cruelty which charity abhors; to 
flatter our brethren in their disorders is not to 
vol- II. c 
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love them, it is to sweeten and disguise the 
poison,, that they way swallow it without re- 
pugnance: it is to leave in their hearts the 
qlcer that corrodes and decays it; and to apply 
only those mild and palliative remedies, which 
merely take away the feeling of pain from the 
patient, but which neither arrest nor retard the 
progress of his disease. 

Not but that we must equally avoid that in-, 
temperate severity , which by the excess and tbe 
impossibility of the reparation which it exacts,, 
seems to bokji out nothing to sinners but des- 
pair; that zeal always armed with harshness 
and terror, which exaggerates to extravagance, 
both the enormity pf crime, and. the difficulty 
of pardon ; and which is calculated only to con- 
firm the sinner in his guilt, by inspiring him 
wftb the idea, that virtue is impracticable. It 
iji an indiscreet rigor, which casts tbe weak in- 
to despondence, and furnishes the libertine with 
motives of security : it is to render truth, which 
ought to be a consolation and a remedy, an ob- 
ject of aversion, an . intolerable yoke : it is to 
fcnow neither the frailties of man, nor tbe infi- 
nite mercies of the Lord ; it is, in fine, to for- 
get that Christ came not to call the just but 
owners to repentance. In effect* it was not af- 
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ter this manner that the Redeemer duew publi- 
cans and sinners to himself A sick man, un- 
doubtedly, needs to be spared, and treated with 
caution ; we must sometimes, even refrain from 
disclosing to him the dangerous extent of bis 
disease, that we may not alarm his fears, nor 
overwhelm bis weakness: but it is no less true 
that it would be wickedness to treat him as 4 
sound man, when his disease is already inve- 
terate, and when nothing but violent remedies 
can effect a cure : it is for the wisdom of seal, 
to proportion its cares and its ministry in such 
sort, that the shiner nay neither be flattered 
nor repnlsed ; that he may perceive all the dan- 
ger of bis state, and not despair of the reme- 
dy ; that he may feel the whole extent of the 
debt which be owes to God, and see, with con- 
solation, that in the resources of tfce church 
and the blood of Jesus Christ, he has where- 
with to satisfy him. 

The zeal, then, of charity, assumes different 
forms, according to the different necessities of 
our brethren. At ofte time it threatens, it af- 
frights, it holds up terrific and overwhelming 
objects : at another, it consoles, k inspires* con- 
fidence, it calms the agitated mind. But it is 
always the kindness of charity that supplies the 
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expressions either of terror or of consolation : 
it is it that borrows now the arms of a holy 
indignation, and again breathes nothing but 
tenderness and compassion: in a word, it is the 
kindness of charity that constitutes all its se- 
verity, as it is from its very severity that all its 
kindness springs. The impatience, the anger, 
the harshness, which we sometimes honour with 
the name of zeal, are disavowed by charity ; in 
suck passions her divine features are not to be 
discovered; they are the sallies of humor, the 
effect of temperament ; the imprudence of the 
Priest, and not the sacred functions of the mi- 
nistry. The zeal that would destroy, that would 
dishonour, that would publish the infamy of 
those sinners whom it cannot correct, has not 
its source in charity ; for charity makes the dis- 
orders of her brethren, not the subject of her 
public invectives, but of her private tears ; she 
seeks not to cover them with disgrace before 
men, but to fill them with the holy and secret 
confusion which tends to repentance before 
God; whatever may create bitterness and dis- 
gust in the heart of her brethren, appears to 
her, foreign to that zeal of which she is the 
principle. 

Often, in effect, under a false pretext of zeal, 
we think every thing allowable against harden- 
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ed and obstinate sinners: in their regard we 
give ourselves up to all the impetuosity of a 
hasty disposition; we decry them in our pri- 
vate discourses ; we point them out, as it ware, 
with the finger in our public instructions; we de- 
scribe them by features so marked, and so strik- 
ing, that no one can mistake them ; and we ap- 
plaud ourselves for such conduct, as if a minis- 
try of charity and reconciliation, could, without 
profanation, become a public ministry of satire, 
of animosity, and dislike. 

Pastors charged with the instruction of their 
people, cannot be too much on their guard 
against this excess. By falling into it, they 
render their ministry, not only useless, but odi- 
ous : they add to that alienation which sinners 
feel towards virtue, hatred for him who an- 
nounces it ; and by irritating the guilty, cause' 
them to make a point of honor, of crime itself; 
so that it is no longer their frailty alone, which 
holds them in sin, it is a desire to manifest their 
rage and disgust, and a secret pleasure which 
they feel, in braving and mortifying the man, 
who has publicly condemned and vilified them. 

The zeal of charity makes itself to be loved 
and respected even by those whom it reproves 
and corrects. If it fails to render vice odious. 
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at least it does not render the ministry con- 
temptible ; if it does not turn sinners from their 
disorders, at least it makes them esteem vir- 
tue: it is so tenderly alive to the miseries of 
its perishing brethren, that there is nothing 
either touching or pathetic which it does pot 
employ to save them ; and if sometimes, it goes 
too far, it is the excess of meeknesp and ten? 
derness, rather than of harshness and rigor. It 
is a tender mother which, every day, brings 
forth children to Jesus Christ, and which, care? 
ful to remove far from them whatever might 
oppress their weakness, or wound their deli? 
cacy, reserves labor and toil and sorrow for 
herself alone. If success does not correspond 
to her anxious cares, tears and sighs are the 
only vengeance which she takes on their in? 
gratitude ; her love seems even to increase with 
their errors and their follies: the nearer she 
sees them to destruction, the more is her ten* 
derness alarmed am} her zeal inflamed : whether 
they wander in the paths of vice, or return to 
the paternal roof, they are always the dearest 
objects of her affection and solicitude : she ne- 
ver loses sight of them; their danger touches 
her much more than their insensibility toward* 
her; she would even consent without pain, tyt 
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become, in their regard, a sort of anathema, 
provided that they should cease to be so, in re- 
gard to Jesus Christ; it is never either sour- 
ness or chagrin that dictates her remonstrances, 
it is love alone ; and unless his people b£ sunk 
in barbarism, and divested of human nature, a 
pastor of this character must find some souls 
sensible, and grateful for his cares and his ten- 
derness; and see his ministry and his faboifc 
rewarded and consoled by such success as he 
himself would not have even dared to expect. 
Such is the kindness of that zeal which springs 
from charity : Benigna eat. 

But, in the third place, the sfceal formed by 
charity extinguishes in our breasts, not only all 
that bitterness and harshness which humor and 
impetuosity might mix up with our remon- 
strances; not only all the impatience and dis- 
couragement which the hardness of sinners and 
the fruitlessness of our cares in their regard, 
might produce in our soul, but moreover, makes 
us behold without jealousy, and with plea- 
sure, the zeal of QUr brethren more fortunate, 
and their ministry attended with greater bless- 
ings and greater success than our own: Nou 
cmxdaiur ; the zeal of charity is not jealous, 
and this is its third character. 
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Base jealousy not only dishonours zeal, but 
even supposes it extinct in our hearts. It is a 
detestable disposition which is afflicted even at 
the conversion of sinners, at the progress of the 
gospel, the glory of Jesus Christ and of his 
grace, when God operates these prodigies by 
the ministry of others ; it is not the salvation 
of our brethren which we then propose to our- 
selves, but the vain honor of being, ourselves, 
its instruments and its ministers* The glory of 
God interests us only in fus much, as it is mixed 
up with our own : it is a subject of chagrin to 
us that God should be glorified ; we would wish 
to suspend the course of his boundless mercies 
towards our brethren, and dare I say it? we 
would behold them perish, with satisfaction, 
rather than see them saved by other cares and 
other talents than our own. Provided that 
Christ were preached, Saint Paul rejoiced to 
see the gospel fructify, even by the ministry of 
those who sought to decry him amongst th« 
feithful: Moses wished that all his brethren 
might receive the spirit of prophecy, and the 
miraculous powers which the Lord had vouch r 
safed to confer on himself ; and we would wish 
to stand alone and share with none the glory 
pjifl the success of the sacred ministry : the ty« 
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lents that sparkle in others, and the merit that 
is superior to ours, are to us insupportable, and 
we regard the gifts which God bestows on 
our brethren, as our own confusion and re- 
proach. 

This spirit of jealousy amongst the ministers 
of God, is a grievous evil in the church, and 
an evil the more to be deplored, as it is both 
very ancient and very common. Alas! even 
the first annunciation of the gospel, those ages 
00 fervent and so pure, were not exempt from 
it. Yes, my brethren, those very ages in which 
the rack and the gibbet were the certain por- 
tion of the ministry, were themselves infected 
with this poison : jealousy added new links and 
new rigors to. the chains of the great Apostle; 
and there were found ministers of the same 
truths, who. rejoiced to see the rapid and bril- 
liant success of his Apostleship arrested by his 
bonds ; as if the word of God could be held iai 
fetters, together . with him who announced it. 
Is it then surprising that a vice which could 
defile the hearts of Apostolic men, and spring 
up amidst all those prodigies of zeal, of sanc- 
tity, of courage, of disinterestedness, of cha- 
rity, of patience, which then adorned and ho- 
typured the ministry, should have become mote 
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frequent in the corruption of our moral*? We 
hide it from ourselves, but it puts forth fruit 
the more bitter in proportion as its roots are 
the more deeply concealed in our hearts. We 
disguise it under the specious names of zeal and 
of charity ; but what zeal is that, which is filled 
with sadness and disappointment* on beholding 
the glory of God and the knowledge of his 
name increase among men ? and what charity 
is that, which is soured and discontented, at the 
sight of those choicer gifts, which God in his 
bounty, bestows on our brethren ? 

Yet, such is the scandal over which the church 
weeps every day : it is become a sort of abo- 
mination in the holy place. Identity of duties, 
which, one would think, ought to be a bond of 
anion between persons destined for the same 
functions, is made a subject of division : we 
look upon each other with a jealous eye ; we 
mutually depress the talents, and extenuate the 
success, of each other : the effects ascribed to 
the labors of our brethren, we treat as mere 
popular prepossession : we listen to their praises 
with an air which, at once, disavows them, nor 
do we recognise any good, save that which we 
ourselves produce : it would seem that the spi- 
rit of God, no longer hreatheth where he will- 
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eth, and that he can no longer pour out those 
exterior gifts which cause the ministry to fruc- 
tify, except upon us, and upon our party ; we 
eageriy resort to the meanest intrigues to at- 
tract the suffrages of the public to ourselves, 
and we persuade ourselves that we have ren- 
dered glory to God when we have withdrawn 
them from the men, on whom, without our 
artful and base precautions, they would cer- 
tainly have been conferred; as if the ap- 
plause rather than the conversion, of our peo- 
ple, the praises of the preacher, rather than 
the secret effusions of grace on the hearts of his 
hearers, were to decide on our merits and suc- 
cess in the sight of God ; and shall I yet add, 
for ot|r opprobrium is become too public to be 
now dissembled? the scandal goes still farther; 
we lacerate each other's character; we render 
thf zeal of our brethren suspected ; we impute 
to each other the excesses of rigor, or of relax- 
ation, both alike opposed to the holy and pru- 
dent spirit of the gospel : the ministry of peace 
is turned into a warfare of strife and dissension; 
we scatter the spirit of division through the 
faithful ; the prejudices and jealousies of the 
masters pass into their disciples: some are of 
Paul, others of Cephas, and in the end, none 
9re of Jesus Christ. What a subject of sorrow 
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to the church, and of triumph to her enemies! 
Would it not be less afflicting to her to want 
labourers, than thus to see thein annoying, de- 
crying, contradicting one another; and in ap- 
pearance, agreeing only in their mutual efforts 
to destroy the good which God might operate 
through their ministry. O my God i when shall 
those days of trouble and contention have aa 
end? When shall we, united in the spirit of 
peace and of thy glory, offer to thee with one 
mind, vows, cares and labors for the salvation of 
our brethren ? 

In effect, my brethren, true zeal sees with 
holy transports the work of the gospel prosper 
in the. hands of every minister employed by Che 
church : provided Christ be preached, its desires 
are accomplished. A zealous Priest even per- 
suades himself, that the talents of those who, 
like himself, are charged with the sacred func- 
tions of the ministry, are much better fitted to 
serve as the instruments of God's mercies to 
war^s sinners, because he thinks them unstain- 
ed with those weaknesses that defile his own. 
Like Moses, he begs of the Lord to send whom 
he will send,* esteeming himself unworthy to 

*Exod. c, iv. v, 13, 



Digitized 



by Google 



AGAINST VICE. 45 

be chosen for so sublime an office: like the 
Baptist, 41 he is content to decrease, to be ob- 
scured and forgotten, provided that others in- 
crease, and cause the knowledge of Jesus Christ 
to increase in the hearts of men. He feels a 
much more pure and lively joy at the success 
of others than at his own, because he does not 
then fear, that his satisfaction springs from se- 
cret pride or from a complacency merely hu- 
man. Nothing saddens him but to see the har- 
vest so abundant and the labourers capable of 
gathering it so few : his prayers ascend to the 
throne of God, only to solicit him to increase 
their number, every day, in his church; and 
when the bounty of the Almighty deigns to 
send into his vineyard workmen gifted -with 
his own spirit, he unites his grateful acknow- 
ledgments with those of the church, to bless 
the Father of lights and the author of every 
perfect gift; and his joy, his love for the church, 
his ardent desires for the /conversion of sinners, 
make him already enter by anticipation, into all 
those blessings, which the Lord will operate 
amongst his people, by the ministry of those 
chosen servants. Whatever honours the church, 

* John. c. iii. v. 90. 
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be deems an honor to himself: and thus de- 
monstrated to all men, that there is nothing 
more noble, nothing more worthy of religion, 
than a teal that is animated by charity, and 
on the contrary, that there is nothing so mean, 
so despicable, so ignominious to the sacred mi- 
nistry > as a zeal that is defiled and debased 
by jealousy, rivalry, and uncharitable emula- 
tion. 

But it would be doing but little to preserve 
our zeal from the poison of jealousy, if at the 
same time, we were not on our guard against 
the rocks of temerity and imprudence. So in 
the fourth place, the zeal of charity is not pre- 
cipitate, and acts not rashly : Nan agit perpe~ 
ram; and this is its fourth character. Now to 
act rashly is to pay no regard to times, to places,, 
to persons, to manners, and to all those par- 
ticulars on which the success of our zeal com- 
monly depends. 

Zeal is a wise and enlightened charity ; it is 
a holy desire to be useful to our brethren, but 
a desire so enlightened and so prudent, as ta 
guide us in the choice of the means most like- 
ly to secure so exalted an end. All that seems 
good, does not therefore appear to it conve- 
nient; all that seems allowable, it does not 
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therefore deem always expedient. The hearty 
my brethren, of the greater part of men are so* 
corrupt, so infected with pride, malice and per* 
Yersity, so replete with inclinations opposed to 
their duty, that the slightest indiscretion on our 
part, when we endeavour to recal them to a 
sense of their christian obligations, becomes for 
then a reason to alienate them from it, th* 
more: we must, as it were, smooth the paths 
m which they. are to walk. To combat their 
perverse inclinations is more than enough for 
their strength, without being obliged in addi- 
tion to pardon our indiscretion and our impru- 
dence. If you foresee that your zeal will irrk 
late, rather than cure, the patient, then wait 
tin the Lord himself shall prepare a favourable 
moment for the reception of his word : do not 
expose the truth to contempt and derision: seek 
not to disburden yourself of your zeal, as of 
a weighty load, without regarding whether the 
place in which you throw it, be fit to receive it: 
this would be to seek rather to solace your own 
in patience, than to relieve the infirmities of 
your brother. 

It is true, the Apostle commands us to re* 
prove in season and out of season ;* that is 



*2. Tim. civ. v. 2. 
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to say, we must not be disgusted, nor must 
our efforts be relaxed by the resistance and the 
impenitence of sinners; nor must the unprofi- 
tableness of our pains, and the failure of suc- 
cess cause us to abandon the sacred functions 
of the ministry : that is to say, when the dis- 
ease is mortal and gaining ground, we must 
have no regard to the feelings of the patient, 
but arrest it without delay : that is to say, there 
are sometimes holy and necessary excesses of 
zeal, which appear rashness to the false sages 
of the world ; but excesses enjoined and sanc- 
tified by charity, authorized by the command of 
heaven, and the wisdom of which is always jus* 
tified by consoling and unexpected success. Be-* 
hold what the Apostle calls reproving in season 
and out of season : but he does not mean that 
zeal in which he so much recommends a wise 
sobriety, should dispense us from the rules of 
christian prudence ; or that the pretended sanc- 
tity of our intentions should excuse the indis- 
cretion and temerity of our counsels or our con- 
duct. Thus there are certain maxims, certain 
wise rules, from which zeal should never de- 
part : it should regulate its instructions by the 
character of its hearers : it should choose its mo- 
ments to admonish with profit, and not precipi- 
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tate those corrections which patience and time 
may better effect: its great object is to be 
serviceable to its brethren ; and the same cha- 
ritable zeal which forms this holy desire within 
our breast, is ever ingenious in providing those 
expedients which ensure its success. 

We, ev£ry day, see pastors whose inconsi- 
derate zeal plunges them into inconveniences 
capable of destroying the entire fruit of their 
labors, and in which, even the honor of their 
character is lost. They undertake every thing: 
whatever has the appearance of good, animates 
and puts them in motion : nothing appears to 
them impossible ; nothing seems to be in its 
proper place : they would wish to .change and 
remodel every thing ; and under the pretext of 
restoring order, they begin by throwing what- 
ever they touch into confusion. Restless, nar- 
row, unruly, enterprising spirits, provided that 
they stir and agitate themselves, they think they 
have fulfilled all justice, and are content with 
themselves : with the boldest rashness they lash 
evils the most delicate, the most worthy of be- 
ing treated with caution, the most liable to 
grievous and fatal consequences, the most ca- 
pable of causing the prudence and address of 
the most consummate to hesitate and stop; 
vol. u. D 
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and on escaping from this rock, on which they 
had been just dashed, and where they had just 
exhibited to the public, a scene always dis- 
graceful to the ministry, they go wilh the same 
headstrong confidence, to attempt a new en* 
terprise, pregnant with no less danger, and like- 
ly to lead to similar confusion. Yet these are 
ministers, m other respects, edifying, laborious, 
without reproach, and whom piety itself plunges 
into these excesses ; and on this account it is a 
subject of great affliction to the church, that in 
the smaH number of pastors, whom she reckons 
capable, by their talents and by the sanctity of 
their morals, of serving her with advantage, 
there sbeuk} yet be found some, whose indis- 
cretion and imprudence render them not only 
useless, but oftentimes injurious to her. For 
if the evils of their intemperate seal fen only 
esi themselves, and had no other effect than to 
destroy the fruit of their own labors, the church 
Slight be consoled for the failure of their func- 
tions, by the success of other virtuous and pru« 
dent ministers. But what fills her with bitter- 
ness is to see, that their headstrong temerity 
discredits in the minds of worldly men, the most 
uodesate and cautious neal ; and that one pas- 
tor, who, in attempting to apply a remedy to 
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Ike vices and scandal* of the flock, may fell in* 
to excess and Incur their censures and scorn, 
.is sufficient to render aH seal ridiculous, and 
contemptible -to sinners. The world is delight- 
ed to be able to persuade itself, that we cannot 
attack its disorders, without going into extremes 
which plain common sense condemns: it re* 
peats then, with ostentation, thai them is no* 
thing but ridicule and littleness of mind, ill 
our invectives against rice; and k triumph* 
when k beholds the sublime doctrine of the gos- 
pel which we preach and extol, disfigured and 
disgraced by the rash and senseless conduct of 
the ministry. It is in vain, that virtuous Priests 
offer themselves to its attention, wkb the tears of 
christian prudence and zeal ; the very pomp and 
circumstance of instruction excites its mockery 
and contempt; it no longer perceives any 
thing serious or rational in those truths, besides 
which, aR is vanity and folly ; and confounding 
religion with the minister who announces ktf 
doctrines and ks threats, it makes of the one 
and the other a horrible subject of derision and 
scorn. 

Such are the evils of indiscreet and untimely 
zeal. We must treat the truths of religion 
with the same circumspection, and the seme 
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awe, that we touch holy things : to commit and 
compromise our ministry, is not to respect it; 
let us, if we will 3 expose our lives, our health, 
our fortune, for the salvation of our brethren, 
and for the glory of that God whose ministers 
we are; but let us not risk his very glory it- 
self, the interests of which are entrusted to our 
wisdom ; let us remember that intemperate zeal 
in a Priest, causes his sacred name to be almost 
as much blasphemed, as dissolute and scanda- 
lous morals. For, at least, the impious and the 
profligate do not ascribe his immoralities to the 
church, which weeps over them, which abhors 
and punishes them: but the excesses and ex- 
travagancies of his zeal, they think, are pro- 
duced and authorized by religion : on her they 
visit the imprudence of her ministers; they per- 
suade themselves, that there is nothing but ex- 
travagance in the morality of the gospel, and 
that a doctrine, the masters and ministers of 
which are so wrong-headed and senseless, can 
form none but disciples and followers, as con- 
temptible and absurd as themselves. 

But, my brethren, the jealousy and rashness 
discoverable in zeal, are the ordinary conse- 
quences, the bitter fruits of pride: and for thi* 
reason it is, that the Apostle, the more effectu- 
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ally to purge zeal from these two vices, adds, 
that we must also free it from pride: thus, in 
the fifth place, true zeal is not puffed up: Nan. 
inflatur. 

In effect, it is not puffed up with its own 
talents or success, nor does it rejoice at the 
slender talents or the little success of its bre- 
thren : nor is it moved by the applause or the 
censure of men ; by the favor, or the persecution 
and contempt of the great ones of the world ; 
in a word, the poisonous blast of pride cannot 
taint the gifts of heaven in the heart of the 
truly zealous, for all its avenues are closed by 
charity. The zeal of charity ascribes nothing 
to itself; its first effect is to destroy in us all. 
self-complacency; to establish the love of God 
in our breasts, on the ruins of the love of our- 
selves: to pull down man, as it were, and in 
his stead, to establish God alone the sovereign 
of our heart; so that united to God we heed 
but him alone, we act but for him alone, we feel 
neither joy, nor grief, nor satisfaction but in 
reference to G^od alone. 

Thus, the zeal of charity is not puffed up 
with its own talents : how could it pride itself 
on gifts, which are not its own, which spring 
not from itself, and which are bestowed only 
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for the sake of its brethren ? gifts, which add 
nothing to its virtues, and merely aggravate the 
great account which it has to render to God? 
Nor is it more puffed up with its success : it is 
God alone that operates the change of hearts ; 
and if man contributes to the work any thing 
that can be called his, it is, perhaps, his weak* 
Besses, which retard the progress of grace, and 
throw secret obstacles in the way of the mercies 
ef the Lord, towards his brethren, 

Yet how rarely is it, that we are not dazzled 
by the vain lustre of our success. Rejoice not 
in this, says Christ to his disciples, that spirit* 
ore subject unto you; but rejoice in this, that 
your names are written in heaven* Alas ! it is 
but too true, that we glory in the success 
which is not ours, and yet are not touched 
with those infidelities which belong to us alone, 
and which, whilst we contribute to inscribe 
the names of our brethren in the records of 
heaven, blot our own from the volume of life. 
What successes can ever equal those of Saint 
Paul's Apostleship? How many cities, pro^ 
yinces, entire nations called by his ministry to 
the knowledge of Jesus Christ ! how many flou- 

^— ^» ' ■ ' ' ■» * 

*Iiuke. c. x. v. 90. 
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fishing chnnches founded by his toils ! Yet be 
is full of fear, lest, whilst he laboured to in- 
struct ©there, and establish them in the empire 
of Christ, he himself should be excluded : N$ 
turn aim pr<edicaverun, ipse reprobus effkiarJ* 
His splendid successes, far from inspiring him 
with confidence, filled htm with alarms : not that 
he ascribed them to himself, for he often re* 
minds us, that he who plants or waters is no* 
thing, but he dreaded lest the illustrious gifts 
which God had conferred on him, should make 
him forget the weaknesses and the poverty of 
man. 

The zeal then of charity is not puffed up by 
the splendor of its talents, or its. successes; 
neither does it rejoice at the slender talents; 
or the little success of its brethren. It is per* 
suaded that God withholds those exterior gifts* 
only to enrich them the more abundantly, with 
the interior and far more estimable gifts of cha- 
rity and grace; far then from raising itself 
above them, by secret and proud comparisons, 
it respects, and, as it were, envies the fulness 
of their sanctity and justice, whilst it looks 
upon itself as a canal, which often remains 

• 1. Cor. c. ix. v. 27. 



Digitized 



by Google 



to 



ON ZEAL 



empty, after having enriched by its waters, th6 
plains through which it flowed. No, my. bre- 
thren, it is not great talents that always suppose 
in us, the greatest virtues : they render us more 
useful to men, but do not always render U9 
more agreeable to God ; they advance his work 
in others, but often retard it in ourselves. The 
wisdom of God often employs for the consum- 
mation of his elect, instruments, which he had 
destined for this single purpose, and which he 
afterwards casts away. It is not what God ope- 
rates through us, but solely what he ope- 
rates in us, that should inspire us with confi- 
dence. Although we were to speak with the 
tongues of Angels, we may yet be but as the 
bounding brass or the tinkling cymbal, before 
God:* it seems even that the just distributor 
of gifts and favors has so tempered the dispen- 
sation of them, that those on whom he appears 
to bestow those splendid, exterior favors, are 
not commonly those, into whose hearts he pours 
piost abundantly the excellent and secret riches 
of his grace; and that, on the contrary, he 
seems to indemnify those to whom he has re- 
fused those brilliant talents, by an abundance 
of holiness known only to himself, and a thou* 

*1. Cor. c. xiii. v. J, 
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•and times more worthy of being admired, than 
the vain lustre which attracts the applause of 
men, and which on that very account, leaves us 
often destitute of grace, and filled only with our- 
selves, in the sight of God. 

In fine, the zeal of charity is not moved by 
the praise or the contempt, the favor or the 
frowns, of men. A holy Priest who proposes 
to himself, in the discharge of his functions, no- 
thing but the salvation of his brethren, feels 
neither joy nor chagrin, neither hope nor fear, 
but, in reference to this single object; what- 
ever does not conduce to this sole end of all 
his toils, nor announce its accomplishment, can- 
not affect him : those praises of men which are 
not a consoling pledge of their return to God, 
he regards as the clamours of the children men- 
tioned in the gospel, who occupy themselves in 
the market-place in the puerile amusements of 
their age. He knows that those applauses spring 
from the pride, the prejudice, or the inconstancy 
of men ; that to-morrow they will trample under 
foot the idols which they erected to-day ; that 
they praise us rather to honour themselves, than 
to honour virtue ; that the fickleness and instabi- 
lity of their eulogy, takes away from it all that 
could even gratify pride ; that they often hate 
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and despise in secret, those whom they pretend 
to admire openly ; and that their heart but sel- 
dom ratifies the approbation of their lips. 

The zeal of charity is not puffed up by praise ; 
but neither is it proud of contempt and perse* 
cution. It is true that crosses await piety, and 
that they are proposed as the glory and recom- 
pence of the ministry; and hence, from the mo- 
ment we begin to meet them, on the part of 
man, we think that we have a right to believe 
ourselves marked with the seal of Apostleship : 
thus we glory in the contradictions we sustain, 
as in an honor inseparable from the preaching 
of the gospel ; we fancy that we succeed to the 
zeal of the first Apostolic men, when we suc- 
ceed to their tribulations; and we persuade our- 
selves that we have fulfilled our ministry, with 
glory, when we have incurred, in the discharge 
ef it, the disapprobation and abuse of those to- 
wards whom we exercised it. But why attri- 
bute the contradictions which you experience 
from them, rather to their malice, than to your 
own imprudence ? Have not your impati- 
ence, your peevishness and indiscretion, taken 
away from your zeal, all that could render it 
respectable, and brought down on your person, 
that contempt and persecution, which, with so 



Digitized 



by Google 



AGAINST VICE. 59 

touch satisfaction, you ascribe to your minis* 
try ? Was it not your intemperate or tudecent 
manner of announcing the truth, that rendered 
it contemptible and ridiculous ? To glory iu 
auch contradictions, is, oftentimes, to glory aa 
the abuse which you have made of your mi* 
nistry. Thus, in the discharge of our func- 
tions, neither the praise nor the contempt of men 
should flatter our pride : hot their praise, for it 
is not our due; not their contempt, for we of* 
(en deserve it. 

We, every day, meet pastors who appear sa« 
tisfied with themselves, because they have sue* 
ceeded in incurring the hatred of sinners: it 
would seem that this is the only kind of sue* 
cess that gratifies them, or that they propose to 
themselves in the discharge of their duties : it 
would seem that, that truth, of which they are 
the ministers, that truth so amiable and so wor* 
thy of respect, were merely intended to irritate 
and disgust all thoseswho hear it. I admit that 
the world, that world for which Christ refused to 
pray, cannot relish it; for the world is composed 
of hardened and rebellious hearts that reject it, 
of proud and disobedient spirits who impiously 
glory in treating it as weakness and folly. But 
there are, likewise, to be found hearts, which, 
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though immersed in a thousand shameful vices, 
still feel its force, its majesty, its wisdom, its 
necessity, and still respect maxims which they 
have not yet the courage to follow, nor the piety 
to taste; nay more, not only do they respect 
them, but they wish to conform to them ; they 
love them, with a love indeed as yet feeble and 
inoperative, but their heart beats towards them, 
particularly if they are announced to them, with 
that wisdom and dignity which the ministry 
prescribes. Now sinners of this character al- 
ways constitute the greatest number of our au- 
ditory, or of our flock. 

No, my brethren, let there be nothing of self; 
let us not mix up the defects of man, in the 
zeal of charity; and then the truths we an* 
bounce will indeed revolt the passions, but they 
will be respected even by those whom their pas- 
sions drag along : their corrupt hearts will re- 
ject and despise them in appearance ; but their 
reason and conscience will do homage to them 
in 6ecret; they will openly oppose them, and 
censure their severity, but they will privately 
feel their equity, their moderation and wisdom : 
in a word, they will take a pride in condemn- 
ing us, and will treat us as extravagant de* 
claimers, but in their hearts they will justify 
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us and condemn themselves. Such is the zeal 
of charity; it is not puffed up, nan inflatur; 
nothing can move it to pride, for the thought of 
what is properly its own, in its functions, the 
only one that could tend to inspire vanity, is pre- 
cisely what humbles and abases it. 

But if this zeal cannot bear the slightest con- 
tact of pride, it is still less sociable, with that 
criminal ambition, which is the last excess, and 
full consummation of pride : Non est ambitiosa; 
this is the sixth character. 

When I speak of the ambition which must 
be avoided in zeal, I do not undertake to com- 
bat that absolutely false and hypocritical zeal, 
which regards the sacred functions of the mi- 
nistry, as the road to honor and preferment, and 
labours, in appearance, for the salvation of its 
brethren, with the sole motive of elevating it- 
self, and of obtaining a place of distinction and 
of repose in the church. This is a scandal 
over which we have had to weep more than 
once, in the present age : the honors of the 
tanctuary, designed to be the recompence of 
piety and of labor, have caused hypocritical zeal 
to be multiplied in the church; and the same 
national piety that would prefer none but the 
virtuous and faithful, has given birth to others, 
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who have borrowed the exterior, and the ap- 
pearances of religious seal, only to share in its 
reward. The corruption of men traffics in vir- 
tue and in vice, and turns every thing to its 
account: the scandals of the great are made the 
instrument of our elevation, and thus perpe- 
tuate the disorders of the ministry; whilst the 
holy example which their lives sometimes ex* 
hibit, produces rarely any thing in us hut coun- 
terfeit virtues. 

It is not then the base and palpable ambition 
of the hypocrite, who, corrupt of heart and abi- 
ding m guilt, devotes himself to the sacred mi- 
nistry, as the surest path to fortune and pre- 
eminence; it is not, 1 say, suck degenerate am- 
bition, that is most to be dreaded by those who 
hear me in this place: to be eapable of such 
a vice, we should be devoid of every senti- 
ment of honor and religion : we should be hard- 
ened enough to sport, unmoved, with whatever 
is most venerable and most holy; to sustain 
with cool duplicity the character of public im- 
postor, and perpetrate a thousand sacrilegious 
profanations, as the horrible means of support- 
ing that character with success : new there are 
but few souk so reprobate, so dead to every 
feeling of shame and of remorse, as thus to 
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act the laws of man and the fear of God, at 
defiance. 

But a more dangerous ambition is that which 
we conceal from ourselves ; which is, however, 
the secret and hidden motive that animates, 
without our advertence, and by consequence 
vitiates, the entire detail of our most sacred 
functions. This is the ambition to be dread- 
ed by the ministry, and the more so, as it is 
divested of those ugly and disgusting features, 
to which the conscience could not be reconciled, 
without pain. We are not public impostors; our 
morals are regular ; we give ourselves up, ho- 
nestly, to the duties of the ministry, we propose 
to ourselves to be useful to our brethren ; but 
the view of a more distant object, animates and 
rapports us. So many others have, heretofore, 
succeeded in this way; we do not despair of 
reaching the point which they attained; an<J 
we eye the recompence from afar. We dare 
not disclose our design to ourselves ; but when 
our hopes have foiled, and the phantom that 
sustained us has disappeared, disgust succeeds 
to seal; health begins to be made a pretext to 
excuse us from our duties ; the salvatiora of our 
brethren touches us but feebly, and we cease to 
be zealous, as soon as we cease to expect. 
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Another sort of ambition, and one not tin* 
frequent in the ministry, is the ambition of 
success. The most pious of the clergy are not 
always proof against this temptation : we are 
eager to succeed, and to drag along both the 
little and the great, by the power of our elo- 
quence and the force of truth : the glory of God 
and the public interest palliate, in oar own eyes, 
the pride and injustice of this desire ; but we 
are afflicted and disgusted when success does 
not correspond with our hopes : the secret but 
solid effects which God may produce by our 
ministry, are not a sufficient recompence to 
our vanity ; we seek the splendor of applause, 
and would wish, like the proud and impious 
Herod, to hear our auditors exclaim: it is the 
voice of a God and not of a man.* "When this 
spectacle of vanity ceases, our energy subsides, 
and we bear with impatience, the silence and 
solitude by which we are surrounded ; there is 
no longer any attraction for us in our functions ; 
we feel nothing but their weight and toil : the 
reason is, that we were seeking ourselves, and 
when we find nothing but God, we imagine that 
we have lost our time and our pains. 

♦Acts* c. xii. v. 22. 



Digitized 



by Google 



AGAINST VICE. 65 

So the seventh character of seal animated by 
charity, is, that it seeks not its own interests : 
Nvn qvuzrit qua sua sunt. 

A holy Priest proposes to himself to labour 
solely for God, in the order, and under the gui- 
dance, of God. He is well aware that the Holy 
Spirit breatheth where it willeth; that in the 
church there are different gifts and various ta- 
lents, of which the most applauded are not al- 
ways the most useful; he is mindful that hav- 
ing devoted himself to the ministry, his endow- 
ments and his talents are no longer his own, 
but belong entirely to his brethren ; and thus, 
provided that he consecrates to their salvation, 
his toils, his cares, his vigils, he is satisfied that 
he has fulfilled the designs of God, in his re- 
gard. He does not even select that species of 
labor, most agreeable to his taste ; he dedicates 
himself to that which the church assigns him, 
without examining its advantages or its incon- 
veniences : what regards himself alone, he es- 
teems of no account, in a ministry, jvhich should 
be all for God and for his brethren. He con- 
siders himself as an instrument in the hands of 
the first pastors, ready to dig the foundation, 
or to rear and adorn the edifiqe ; in a word, 
without any other destination, than that which 

VOL. II. s 
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lie receives from the church, by which he is 
employed. As pleased in the most obscure, as 
in the most brilliant stations ; as full of zeal, 
when, after the example of Jesus Christ, he 
is to suffer the little children to approach him, 
as when he has to, carry the words of salva- 
tion before the kings, and the great ones, of 
the earth ; his only glory, his sole desire, is, that 
God may be glorified, and he himself for- 
gotten. 

Such;, my brethren, is the spirit of true zeal : 
it implies a total abstraction from whatever re- 
lates to ourselves; that is to say, not only from 
our own glory, our conveniences, and our com- 
forts, but even from our wishes, our prejudices, 
and our own particular views. For we often 
desire for ourselves functions, for which God 
has not intended as : we regard the taste by 
which we are led, as an intimation from above; 
aad the disgust and repugnance which we feel 
to every other sort of duty, appears to- us a full 
justification of our preference, and a sufficient 
reason for declining every other labor of the 
ministry. In vain is it marked out for us, by 
those who have the right of disposing of us: 
we find a thousand pretexts of health, of unfit- 
rmK of impossibility, for refusing : we do not 
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reflect, that k is not for us to send ourselves; 
that k k not enough to propose to ourselves 
what is good; that for us there » no good, 
s&v^ what the church requires of us; and that 
the witt of heaven in our regard, is more fre~. 
quentiy to be discovered in our" repugnance thai* 
hi our inclinations. Moses fek in himself, the 
most sovereign reluctance to undertake the con- 
duct of the Israelites, to which he was catted 
by God: his meekness, his timidity, the slow- 
ness of bis speech, Appeared to him very suffix 
cient reasons for declining to carry the message 
of the Lord into the presence of Fharaoh, ami 
command that hardened and: oppressive monarch 
to -permit the descendants of Jacob to go forth 
from the tend of Egypt: his repugnance wa» 
still stronger than the reasorts Arising from hi)* 
difficnky of utterance or his personnel fears : yet 
he sacrifices both at the comataiid of heaven; 
and the splendor of his success- was at once 
both the striking proof of his mission and tfie> 
reward of his obedience and has sacrifice. The 
lives of the Sarints furnish a thousand examples 
of what ought to be our conduct : but the 
greater part of those whfr devote themselves to 
the ministry, seek some sensible, some human 
indemnity of their toils : if empty glory or base 
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interest be not their object, taste, at least, must 
be gratified. I do not mean to say, that we 
should interdict ourselves from all those func- 
tions to which we feel most inclined, or that 
a taste for any particular duty, is at once, a 
sufficient reason to make us avoid it ; this would 
be an illusion still more dangerous than the 
former : for inclination towards any one func- 
tion of the ministry, is oftentimes a proof of 
capacity for its right discharge; but inclina- 
tion alone should not determine our choice; 
its decision, by itself, is always to be suspect- * 
ed ; and if it would be unwise to exclude it al- 
together, it is no less wrong, to make it the 
sole arbiter of our choice. In effect, if we 
narrowly inspect our own wishes, we will find 
that they tend but rarely tp what is most toil- 
some, most abject, or most ungrateful to us; 
the self-love from which they spring, seldom, 
indeed, proposes jto itself such objects as mor- 
tify it, or leave it without the hope of being 
gratified : it seeks only to maintain itself, and 
to revive, as it were, from its very ashes, by 
the very actions that are destined to extinguish 
it ; and as it dares not attack us by the attrac- 
tions of vice, it vanquishes us more securely by 
the appearances of virtue. 
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The zeal/ then, of charity seeks not its own : 
Kon quark qua ma sunt; it proposes to itself 
no human consolations: neither amidst tribu- 
lations is it provoked to anger : Non irritatur. 
This is its eighth character. 

The truth, of which we are the ministers, is 
the enemy of the world ; of that world which 
Jesus Christ has reproved; and that world is 
the implacable enemy of the truth. They are, 
says Saint Augustine, two powers which mu- 
tually labour to destroy each other : truth wage* 
an unceasing war with the world, and the world 
collects its strength, and directs its deadliest 
weapons against truth : this is the war which 
Christ came to bring upon earth, and by con- 
sequence, all who are engaged in the service of 
truth, must inevitably find the world armed 
against them ; and as its efforts against her are 
unavailing, it finds itself obliged to shift its at- 
tacks against her ministers. It calumniates and 
reproaches them ; it treats them as hypocrites 
and seducers ; it makes them the impious sub- 
ject of its derisions and its censures ; it throws 
obstacles and contradictions in their way, and 
uses every art to render the holy ministry as dis- 
gustful to those who exercise it, as it is hateful 
to its revilers. Such are the crosses and tribu- 
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latkxis often attached to the most judicious and 
temperate exercise of zeal: hut amidst those 
trials, zeal, ever supported by charity, is not 
provoked to anger, ekher against the work! 
which loads it with insults, or against ite func- 
tions which bring these sufferings upon it. On 
the contrary, as I have already said, seal is ge- 
nerous and long-suffering, and becomes only 
more active, as sinners become mare stubborn 
nnd rebellious; the more of their venom and 
bitterness is poured upon it, the more is its 
meekness and tenderness manifested towards 
them ; the more hopeless their salvation appears, 
the more does it toil and pray for their conver- 
sion : and in return for all their unkindness and 
contempt, it is but agitated by a thousand secret 
and excruciating pangs ; the pangs of a mother 
when her children are torn from her bosom. 
The zeal of charity employs none but the most 
prudent measures in the accomplishment of its 
designs, lest its own imprudence should expose 
it to the contradiction of sinners ; but when in 
spite of those wise precautions, it meets the 
opposition, and incurs the odium, of the world, 
its sweetness and charity remain still the same: 
nothing can warp it from the holy tenor of its 
way. The first trial then of zeal is contradic- 
tion on the part of the world. 
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But there yet remain other more delicate an* 
more difficult trials : and in the second place, a 
truly zealous minister is not provoked to anger 
against the superiors who employ him in an 
ungrateful and sterile labor. He does not ao- 
cuse them of want of knowledge or discernment, 
nor erect himself into a censor of their con- 
duct: he does not suspect them of unjust partiali- 
ties, nor of reserving for greater favourites, more 
consoling and more honourable functions, whilst 
they condemn him to what is most laborious and 
obscure. He respects the command of God in 
the voice of those who hold bis place here be- 
-tow, and even enters with greater confidence 
on those duties which are not of his own choos- 
ing, persuaded that if he should not meet in 
them the consolation of success, he will, at 
least, always find in them, the met it of submis- 
sion and obedience. Nothing can ruffle his 
equanimity, because every event appears to him 
to be directed, in his regard, by the wise dis- 
pensations of a tender and merciful providence. 
Such is the second trial of zeal. Lastly, he 
will meet a trial in the very colleagues of his 
ministry, and in that diversity of doctrines and 
opinions which the devil scatters but too sue* 
cessfully, and which are so many fatal obstacles 
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to the progress of the gospel. But the truly 
zealous Priest is not provoked to anger ; swells 
not into passion, against those of his brethren, 
who by their indiscretion or their false doc* 
trines overturn the foundation which he had 
laid : he contents himself with begging of God 
to make known to them the truth; to dissipate 
their errors, and triumph over their prejudices 
by this divine light, that the unanimity of pas- 
tors, may give to truth that force and autho- 
rity of which their divisions deprive it: he frets 
not the wounds, nor embitters the sorrows, of 
the church, by decrying his brethreh, nor adds 
to the t scandal of their perverseness and infide- 
lity, that of his own hatred and rage : he knows 
that these miserable invectives against the mi- 
nisters of religion, always rebound on the mi- 
nistry itself, that by condemning one another, 
we authorize the world to refuse its respect and 
docility equally to us all, that it is sufficient 
to restore what ignorant or unfaithful Priests 
have destroyed, and wipe away those stains by 
which they have disfigured the beauty of truth, 
without blackening, disfiguring, and destroying 
their very persons. 

Such are the trials which zeal has, every day, 
to encounter from the world, and even from 



Digitized 



by Google 



" AGAINST TICK. 73 

the very bottom of the sanctuary, whence we 
ought to expect only assistance and consola- 
tion. Without contradictions and trials, zeal 
would have, no longer any merit: and they are 
thrown in our way by the wisdom of God, not 
to irritate, but to prove and crown our zeal ; in 
such circumstances to turn upon men, and up- 
braid them for the opposition by which they 
endeavour to thwart the work of God, would 
be to upbraid God himself, who makes use of 
their malice for ends which are hidden from us. 
He wishes, perhaps, to render his glory the 
more conspicuous by the. very difficulties which 
seem to be an insurmountable obstacle to it* 
accomplishment: he has always conducted bis 
designs, by means, in appearance, the most cal- 
culated to overthrow them ; . he commands Isaac 
to be sacrificed, when he intends him to be the 
lather of an innumerable people; and he stirs 
up the whole world against the Apostles, at the 
very time when he designs to subject it to the 
faith, by their ministry. Those contradictions 
which his wisdom permits, have always pre- 
ceded and announced success; all his works have 
been ever stamped with this divine character; 
and he wishes hereby not only to prove our 
faith, but to humble our pride. We would 
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wish to be able to ascribe the success of our 
holy undertakings to the prudence of our own 
measures ; he disconcerts them, and suffers the 
malice of men to turn them against ourselves ; 
.he leaves us no longer any prospect or hope of 
succeeding, that the unexpected result nay be- 
come his own work, and that we may attribute 
all the glory of it to him alone. Were every 
thing to go just as our zeal might desire; were 
every path to be smoothed before us, a success 
so prompt, so uniform, so easy, would, perhaps, 
induce us to believe, that the greater part of the 
merit was our own; we would, perhaps, se- 
cretly ascribe the honor of it to our talents, and 
to the wisdom of our conduct, nor would we 
recognise in it, as we ought, the power of 
the finger of God. But when obstacles them- 
selves facilitate to us, his work ; when the good 
tohich we propose to ourselves, springs, as it 
were, from the very bosom of those contradic- 
tions which ought to have crushed it in its 
birth, and that all is accomplished, when all 
seemed most desperate, then it is, that we ex- 
claim with the P -ophet : it is the Lord and not 
man who hath done all these things. We shrink 
into insignificancy and nothingness; we no 
longer confide in the arm of the flesh, nor in 
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the feeble aid of human talents; we no longer 
regard the contradictions of men, as the bane 
of the ministry; far from irritating, .they tend 
but to console us; far from depressing, they 
raise, our hope ; and far from cooling, they re- 
animate, our zeal ; the more they abound, the 
nearer ought we to think ourselves to that hour, 
when he who is pleased to make light shine 
forth out of darkness, will make them cease, 
and even render them subservient to his own 
work : we no longer reproach men wilh delay- 
ing or suspending that hour, by the obstacles 
which they throw in our way ; if our reproaches 
are directed against any quarter, it is against 
our own secret weaknesses which alone can im- 
pede the course of God's mercies, and retard 
the accomplishment of his designs towards oar 
brethren. But even this sentiment of our owo 
worthlessness and misery does not dishearten 
us; it merely stimulates us to greater watch- 
fulness over ourselves ; it renovates our fidelity 
to our duties; it quickens our tepidity and slug- 
gishness, and thereby prepares us to appear in 
battle with greater ardor, and with arms bet- 
ter fitted to vanquish every power that exalts 
itself against the science of God. 
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From this character of zeal, (here results 
another, the last of which we shall speak in 
this place : not only is it not provoked to anger 
against sinners, but it cannot even think evil of 
them : Non cogiiat malum. 

It is a fault but too common among persons 
ef zeal, to imagine all lost in reference to cer- 
tain sinners, whom they find insensible alike 
to all their instructions, all their advices and 
remonstrances; the more ardently they desire 
the salvation of those impenitent souk, the less 
do , they hope it. They fancy that in the de- 
pravity and obduracy of their hearts, they be- 
hold written the malediction and the abandon- 
ment of God : their language corresponds to 
the temerity of their thoughts.; they openly pity 
them as men already judged ; they weep over 
their eternal ruin ; and, as if they had already 
entered into the counsels of the Lord, or as 
though his mercies were not more abundant 
than our transgressions, they deplore as lost 
for ever, persons whom God, in his bounty, is, 
perhaps, on the point of saving. It is, of itself, 
a criminal temerity to anticipate the secret judg- 
ments of his justice. It is an insult offered 
to the power of his grace, to cut off, here be- 
low, even the most rebellious hearts from his 
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empire: it is to attempt to limit those striking 
instances of mercy, by which God has never 
ceased to console his church, in the conversion 
of the greatest sinners : it is to consider as use- 
less, the blood of Jesus Christ, which still flows 
through the channels of the sacraments ; it is to 
make of the present life, which is a time of re- 
pentance and of mercy, a time of wrath and ven- 
geance; it is to contemn the intercession of the 
Saints and the supplications of the whole church, 
which are incessantly put up for their saiva* 
lion. 

Whilst Saul was persecuting the infant church, 
and inflicting so many sufferings on the faithful 
in Jerusalem, one would not have thought it 
rash to regard him as a scourge in the hands of 
God to purify his Saints, and be afterwards bast 
into the eternal fire to expiate the cruelties 
which he exercised towards the disciples: yet 
whilst he is still in arms against Jesus CRrist, 
a sudden and unexpected stroke of his grace 
changes the persecutor into an Apostle. Judas, 
on the .contrary, called by Christ himself to the 
Apostleship, the companion of his journies, the 
assertor of his doctrine, the witness of his mira- 
cles, appeared undoubtedly entitled to sit, on the 
last day, on one of the twelve thrones., with his 
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colleagues, to judge thcf twelve tribes of Israel ; 
yet before the arrival of that great day, he him- 
self is already judged; he becomes a child of 
perdition* the first apostate from Christianity, 
and dies a reprobate. The children of the king- 
dom may be cast out ; and God may raise up 
from the very stones, from the most hardened 
and insensible hearts, children to Abraham* 
The conversion of Satan and of bis Angels, we 
are, alone forbidden to hope: but as te our 
brethren who are still amongst us, and for 
whom Christ has died, whatever may be the inve- 
teracy or the number of their crimes, the blood 
of the true Abel may yet cry to heaven in their 
regard, not to demand their punishment, bwt 
to implore their repentance and forgiveness. 

And truly, thou that judges! thy brother, be- 
fore God has judged him, how knowest thov, 
says Saint Paul, whether thou thyself who ap<< 
pearest so firm in the way of the Lord, shalt 
not fall, to rise no more; and whether thy bro- 
ther whom thou thinkest fallen without re- 
source, may not rise again, rieyer to fall? Who 
hag revealed to you the adorable secrets of the 
mercy and the justice of the Lord, towards men? 

* John. c. xvii. v. 12. 
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Are not the perseverance of the just, and the 
conversion of the sinner, equally the pure effects 
of his grace, and the gifts of his gratuitous 
bounty ; why then would ydu arrogate the right 
of hoping the former for yourself, and of des- 
pairing of the latter for your brother. Beware, 
says the Aportle; of judging before the time; 
there are in the treasures of the divine mercy 
so many resources that are hidden from us, and 
in the terrors of his justice so many abysses' 
which we are forbidden to- explore, that we must 
always work out our salvation with fear and 
trembling, and expect the salvation of our bre- 
thren with patience and confidence. Saint Mo- 
nica wept over the dissoluteness of Augustine, 
and the monstrous errors with which he was 
infected, amd her hope of the conversion of this 
chHd of her affection, gave a new weight, with 
God, to her prayers and tears. Samuel wept 
over Saul during the rest of his life, and al- 
though the Lord seemed to have rejected that 
unfortunate prince, the tears of the Prophet 
ceased not to solicit his conversion and salva- 
tion from the God of his fathers. The highest 
point of iniquity is oftentimes the first moment 
of grace: when the prodigal son 4 seems farthest 
from home, without any hope of return, and as 
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if lost in a foreign land, then it is that he says, 
I will rise, and will go to my father; then it 
is that he returns in effect, that he receives the 
kiss of peace and reconciliation, and is restored 
to all his forfeited rights. It is thus that the zeal 
of true charity never despairs: Omnia sperat. 
But oftentimes not content to regard guilt as 
hopeless when it appears, and when we see it, 
we imagine that we see it where it does not 
exist: and this is one of the most essential 
faults against that character of zeal of which 
I am now speaking : Non eogitat nudum. Yes, 
my brethren, of all the reproaches which the 
world casts upon us, this is certainly not the 
most unjuBt: the idea which we entertain of the 
depravity of men, makes every thing appear to 
us criminal in their conduct: we weep over 
their disorders without being sure that they ex- 
ist, as if the air of piety which accompanies 
our tear* could justify the temerity of our sus- 
picions : we bring odium upon virtue, and cause 
the world to represent it as satirical and ma* 
lignant : we exercise so little mercy towards the 
actions of worldlings, that it would seem, that 
piety authorized us to violate, in their regard, 
all the rules of christian charity; and we erect 
within ourselves a rigid tribunal where false 
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seal fancies itself warranted to pass sentence 
or all the rest of men. In them, every thing, 
presents the idea of vice to the eyes of our 
false virtue : all freedoms of intercourse - with 
the other sex, although the mere effects of le- 
vity, we consider as criminal designs ; a meet- 
ing which chance alone had produced, raises in 
our mind the suspicion of a shameful assigna- 
tion; we imagine that we discover in a simple 
indecency of dress; a heart corrupted and aban-. 
«doned to passion: an exterior less recollected 
in- a person consecrated to God, is to us, an in* 
fallible sign that the spirit of the world, has, 
in her heart, supplanted the spirit of her voca- 
tion : we perceive a criminal ambition and a 
profane desire of sacred dignities, in conduct 
where there is oftentimes nothing but charity 
and seal ; we secretly accuse of pride, of osten- 
tation, and of a wish of being praised, those 
brilliant enterprises where nothing was sought > 
but the glory of God, and the honor and inte- 
rests of the church; and on the slightest pre- 
tences we ascribe the most holy actions to mo- 
tives altogether human and unworthy. Far 
from forming ourselves to that charity, which 
excuses all, we give ourselves up to that ftds4 
seal which poisons every thing and patdons 
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nothing, and think it a pious merit that we see 
more clearly than others into the faults of our 
brethren. Charity draws a veil over every thing 
and scarcely sees the evil which is seen by the 
world ; and we alone pretend to discover what 
is invisible to the rest of men : charity hide* 
what it cannot excuse, ■ and we do not excuse 
even what appearances justify, or render at least 
uncertain. It would seem that we give glory 
to God, by esteeming our brethren to be weaker, 
tnore imperfect and more filled with human* 
passions, than they appear to him, since we 
applaud ourselves on every discovery that comes 
in aid of out suspicions. Now, nothing is more 
unlike to true charity than that malignant eye, 
which opens only to search out the infirmities 
of our brethren; for the same charity that fills 
us with ardent desires of their salvation, poiqts 
out to us in their dispositions and conduct, a 
thousand virtuous qualities, which encourage us 
to hope for their everlasting happiness. She finds 
even in their very passions something that raises 
the hope of their return to innocence and truth j 
through the frivolous pleasures of which it is 
now the slave, she discovers a sensible and ho* 
nest heart, one day susceptible of the divine 
impressions of grace ; in their very crimes she 
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sees rather the misfortune of age or of occasion, 
than the depravity of a soul utterly abandoned 
to vice; and in the errors and the disorders 
into which they are plunged by the force of ex- 
ample and the impetuosity of their passions, she 
finds, after all, more of levity than of deep ma- 
lice and hopeless guilt. Far from blasting by 
the malignity of her conjectures, those slender 
and distant promises of virtue which she may 
perceive in them, she regards them as so many 
pledges of a change for the better, hereafter. 
She cannot distrust the appearances of piety, 
nor suspect hypocrisy where all seems virtuous ; 
for a holy credulity always inclines and pre- 
occupies her in favor of her brethren. Simple 
herself and incapable of artifice, she is still less 
capable of suspecting it in others ; nor is she 
on her guard against that error which leads 
us to judge too favourably of our brother; it 
is an error of ,piety which is honourable to oyr 
religion : she dreads only that temerity which 
would suspect evil where it does not exist, be- 
cause it is a malignity which dishonours piety, 
by justifying the censures and sneers of the 
world against it. In every occurrence of which 
the different faces afford matter for different 
judgment*, she ever see* but the favourable 
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side, and this pious indulgence is peculiarly 
calculated to gain our brethren, and lead them 
from the ways of iniquity to the paths of inno- 
cence and peace. When they behold us still 
hoping for their salvation in spite of their dis- 
orders; stiH addressing them in language which 
seems to soften down the very crimes of which 
they themselves are ashamed; still discovering' 
in them susceptibilities of grace, at the very 
moment in which they thought themselves ab- 
solutely rejected by God ; still tracing in the 
bent of their hearts, hitherto abandoned to the 
world and to passion, inclinations which invite 
them to return to their duty; when they see 
us turn, as it were, to their side, a charity so 
sweet and so attractive, a zeal thus blinded, as 
it were, by excess of tenderness, touches and 
transports them, covers them with a holy con- 
fusion, and fills their heart with a love of that 
virtue which can render those who announce it, 
thus amiable and compassionate. 

Let us, my brethren, leave malignity of judg- 
ment and rashness of thought and suspicion, to 
the world : as hatred, envy and jealousy are the 
grand springs of its judgments, it is not sur- 
prising that they all bear the characters of these 
vices. As to us, who are destined by our ho- 
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ly profession, to be the vicars and ministers of 
the charity of Jesus Christ towards men, our 
thoughts and our judgments must be marked 
with the character of our functions and of our 
ministry. That cutting, peevish and satirical zeal, 
ever more ready to censure than to instruct ; al- 
ways clear-sighted in detecting the evil which 
escapes every other eye; always reluctant to 
give credit for virtue ; ever uniform in ascribing 
all the actions of sinners to criminal motives; 
ever inaccessible to indulgence, and averse from 
interpretations favourable to its brethren : that 
zeal which allows itself every license in descant- 
ing on the faults of others; which makes their 
transgressions the subject of its satires, rather 
than of its prayers and tears; which boasts of 
having foretold the most shameful falls, and 
prides itself on the prediction; which openly 
vaunts that it was not the dupe of those ap- 
pearances by which others were deceived, and 
which is less touched at the ruin of a brother, 
than it is gratified by the reflection that it has 
prophesied the truth in his regard : such zeal 
is not the charity which rejoices not in evil, 
which hopes all things, excuses all things, en- 
dures all things; but rather that vanity which 
turns every thing to the account of its own 
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glory; it is the malice which sees iniquity 
every where, and which on the presumption of 
its own piety, would give to every thing an air 
of criminality and guilt. 

Let us, then, my brethren, be watchful over 
ourselves, in the discharge of those functions, in 
which we seem to seek only the glory of God 
and the salvation of our people : the sanctity of 
the object which we propose to ourselves, ge- 
nerally removes all concern about the vicious* 
ness of those dispositions with which we pro- 
secute its accomplishment; and truly difficult is 
it for man, not to mix up something of self in 
every thing that passes through his hands, for 
he is an infected channel through which even 
the purest thing that flows, always contracts 
fiome defilement. But what ought to awaken 
oar attention, still more, is that we are charged 
with the honor and the interests of religion, and 
that whatever we add of our own corruption to 
our functions, sinks her character, and disho- 
nours her dignity. The world forgives us no- 
thing; it is delighted to be able to recriminate 
against us, and take revenge for those weak- 
nesses with which we reproach it, by reproach- 
ing us, without indulgence, with our own. 
Our zeal against its disorders is already odious 
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enough to worldling*, without adding to it those 
defects, which of themselves would more than 
suffice to render it hateful : for from reclaiming 
them, we succeed only in supplying them by 
our intemperance with new pretexts for impe- 
nitence: we cause them to revolt against the 
truth, by depriving it of all that is amiable and 
fitted to gain the heart, and by presenting it to 
them in a form that can only inspire aversion 
and disgust. 

Let us then, in order to gather and concen- 
trate what has been said ; let us remember, my 
brethren, that the zeal of charity, like charity 
itself, is patient, pattens est ; that it is kind, 
benigna est; that it is not envious, nan (emu- 
lator; not rash, nan agit perperam; not vain, 
non iaifiatur ; not ambitious, non est ambkiosa; 
not interested, nan qmerit qua sua sunt; not 
fretful, whimsical and petulant, nan irritatur; 
in a word, not suspicious, but ever ready to 
think well of its brethren, nan cagitat nudum. 
Let us banish from our zeal every odious cha- 
racter; let us put away our own spirit, that the 
spirit of God, alone, may speak and act in us : 
in the mouth of the first ministers of the gos- 
pel it conquered the world, and will again con- 
quer it in ours, if it alone inspire us and speak 
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by bur lips ; if truth make so little progress 
among men, the fault is not her's but our'a. 
The world was still more opposed to her in 
those days, when she began to appear with the 
preaching of the gospel: the fury of tyrants, 
the power of the Cesars, the vain wisdom of 
philosophy, the ancient Superstitions of the en- 
tire world, the mosjt shameful passions authorized 
by a worship, which the majesty of the laws ren- 
dered respectable; all these obstacles, so insur- 
mountable in appearance, yielded, at ortce, to 
her sway; the profoundest darkness could not 
withstand nor countervail the glorious advance 
and bright effulgence of her light: and she 
would still be honoured with similar triumphs, 
were her cause confided to the sam£ ministers. 
Let us enter into the spirit of our holy prede- 
cessors, and oar efforts will be soon crowned 
with the like success : let us imitate their zeal, 
and we shall gather from it the samfe fruit ; the 
word of God is not in bonds ; it is our tongues 
that are tied down by those vices and chaifis 
that have already fettered our hearts: the arm 
of the Lord is not shortened ; it is our charity 
that is become feint and languishing: the world 
is not more vicious ; it is we alone that are be- 
come less sanctified and less faithful. Let" as 



Digitized 



by Google 



AG4IN9T TKB* ty 

render ourselves worthy to be the ministers and 
teachers of truth, and we shall soon form disci- 
ples to the love and practice of her doctrines, 
and again deliver the world from the thral- 
dom of sin, by the excellence of her precepts 
and the power of her name. Amen. 
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A DISCOURSE 

ON 

THE MANNER IN WHICH THE CLERgV 
OUGHT TO CONVERSE WITH PERSONS 
OF THE WORLD. 



Conrersationera vestram inter gentes habentes biP" 
nam; ut in eo quod detrectant de vobis tan-* 
quam de malefactoribus, ex bonis operibus votf 
considerantes, glorificent Deum. 

Having your co n ver sa tion good among the Gentiles / 
that whereas they speak against you as evil-doers, 
they may by the good works which they shall be* 
hold in you, glorify God. 

I. Peteh. ckap. ii. ver, 12. 



It is upon this advice of the Apostle, Saint 
Peter, my brethren, that I propose to myself to 
make some reflections, nothing appearing to 
me of greater consequence to the dignity of 
our ministry, than the manner in which we 
ought to live and converse with persona of the 
WorUL 
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It is certain, my brethren, that our state and 
our functions impose on us the inevitable ne- 
cessity of living in the midst of the world. It 
was the privilege and the consolation of those 
happy solitaries, whom their vocation and first 
institution consecrated to seclusion and penance, 
to live entirely separated from it. Affrighted at 
the iniquities and the contradictions of that per- 
verse city,* they sought an asylum in the soli- 
tude of the cloister ; and there, under the rule 
of a severe discipline, solely occupied with the 
mercies of God, who had withdrawn them from 
the general corruption, they sang together, 
night and day, canticles of thanksgiving, and 
made intercession for all the children of the 
church, who were still exposed to the perils and 
depravity of the world. 

As for us, my brethren, who are destined to 
be the salt of the earth, we must be, as it were, 
mingled with it; we must form but one mass 
and one social body with those who inhabit 
it; and instead of seeking an asylum afar, 
against the contagion of their vices, we must 
be always at hand, with remedies for their dis- 
orders. This situation, which must be of such 



* Vidi iniquitatem et contradictionem in civitate. 

Psalm. 54. v. 10. 
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essential benefit to the world, is often pregnant 
with nothing but perils for us ; and established 
as we are to stem the torrent of vice and error 
that inundates the rest of men, we often suf- 
fer ourselves to be borne along in its stream. 
To avoid, then, this misfortune to* which we 
are, every day, exposed, we have only to lay 
xlown those rules of prudence and religion, 
which must hie observed in our commerce with 
persons of the world ; rules, the observance of 
which alone, can sanctify those perils, and the 
.contempt of which must multiply and aggravate 
.them without end. 

FIRST REFLECTION, 

The first rule regards the selection of those 
persons with whom we are permitted to enter 
into society, and here, you at once perceive that 
the intimacy of the greater part of those who 
compose what is properly called the world, is 
forbidden us. I do not speak merely of fre- 
quent and unnecessary converse with a sex, 
from which mere decency, and even the law* 
of the world itself, ought to estrange us. Al- 
though we were to bring to it the most pure 
intentions ; although we were to feel satisfied 
that our eyes would be simple and without 
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stain ; although we were to think that we have, 
hitherto, had nothing to reproach ourselves with 
before God on the subject; yet does the very 
frivolousness of such assiduous intercourse, be- 
come the gravity of a Priest or the solemnity 
of his ministry? Moreover, whether will the 
world, which beholds you out of your place in 
such society, judge of you from the innocence 
of your heart, which it Cannot see, or from 
your unseemly conduct, by which it is offend- 
ed? inclined as it is to think evil of us, will 
it excuse a manifest imprudence, in considera- 
tion of virtuousness, which is hidden from it; 
it, that can extract poison from our most inno- 
cent actions, and that often turns our very vir- 
tues into crimes ? Now, can a Priest, a pastor 
whose reputation is so valuable to the church 
and ought to be so dear to himself, as the whole 
success of his ministry depends on it, can he 
preserve tranquillity in a line of conduct which 
tarnishes it and renders it suspected? ought lie 
to be listened to, when, in reply to the general 
murmurs and to the public outcry which has 
reached us, and with which we reproach hira, 
he answers, that they are calumnies invented by 
his enemies to ruin his character, and that he 
takes God for witness of* his innocence? Of 
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his innocence, my brethren? but although there 
were to be nothing worse than imprudence in 
his deportment, could he be esteemed innocent? 
although he had given cause to nothing worse 
- than suspicion, could he be excused for having 
done nothing to remove the scandal? is it 
enough for a Priest to be exempt from guilt, 
ought he not to be exempt from the very ap- 
pearance and suspicion of crime? Can he be 
guiltless when he sacrifices public opinion and 
the honor of the church to assiduities, in which 
folly, indecency and unprofitableness are the 
least criminal part ? 

But must we, you will say, for unfounded 
rumors, or for the first lying tale of the libertine, 
sever those intimacies which propriety, or the 
ancient relations of acquaintance or friendship, 
had cemented? and would it not be confessing 
our guilt, and declaring to the public that we 
ourselves did not esteem those ties innocent, to 
burst them at the first report which we hear, 
of their impropriety? It U in this we grossly 
delude ourselves; for, my brethren, is it not al- 
ready a great evil, and a presumption of cul- 
pability disgraceful to*a Priest, that these in- 
timacies are of a nature to give rise to such in- 
sinuations? A holy Priest, a faithful pastor, en- 
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tirely occupied with his duties, does not find 
much spare time for frivolous and useless assi- 
duities; indispensable attentions alone, duties of 
charity and the exercise of his functions, bring 
him into public, and whilst he remains abroad, 
the gravity of his ministry accompanies him in 
every place. That unnecessary and officious 
intercourse, of which people can speak, and 
which can be suspected, is little suited to any 
but an idle pastor, whose light and unpriestly 
life, far from preventing rash and scandalous 
suspicions, creates and circulates them. But he 
accredits them, you say, by attending to them 
and withdrawing himself : that is to say, he ac- 
credits them by confounding the malice of those 
who have been capable of forming or entertain- 
ing them : that is to say, he authorizes them* 
by closing the lips of the calumniator ; by de- 
claring that he holds nothing dearer than his 
duty and his reputation/ and that he can, with- 
out regret, pluck out the eye that gives scandal 
to the least of his brethren: that is to say, in a 
word, that he warrants them by respecting his 
character, and by forcing those to respect it* 
who sought to asperse it ; it is thus he disho- 
nours himself, by removing the occasions of 
the scandal. Ah! would to God that he did 
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not dishonour himself for more, by obstinately 
holding out against the public rumors : would 
to God, that by persisting in those suspicious 
intimacies, he did not himself proclaim aloud, 
that he is held to them by ties of which in- 
nocence can possibly form no part! that he did 
not give room to say, that an unfortunate in- 
clination bears down the sanctity of hw state, 
and the love of his reputation, and that he did 
not despise and forget the public insinuations, 
only because he has long since forgotten him- 
self. 

Alas ! my brethren, how many tears has the 
afflicted church shed, and how many does she 
still pour out, every day, over the scandal and 
the public falls to which the pretended inno- 
cence of those intimacies has conducted her mi- 
nisters! with what public opprobrium have they 
not covered the chaste spouse of Jesus Christ? 
what humiliating contempt have they not drawn 
on the whole sacred ministry; and what oc- 
casion have they not afforded to the abandoned 
and impious votaries of vice, to blaspheme the 
name of the Lord, and to accuse religion her- 
self for the disorders of her ministers! but let 
us draw an eternal veil over these horrors, and 
not renew our sorrow before virtuous and faith- 
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ful pastors, who share it with us, and whose 
very presence assuages and consoles it. 

As a consequence of the same rule, we are 
interdicted all society with the notorious lovers 
of vice and scoffers of virtue; with those men 
who openly glory in guilt, and madly boast of 
their excesses and their intemperance. Alas ! 
my brethren, what can be the business or the 
apology of a Priest, consecrated to piety and 
to the defence of her maxims, i«i such assem- 
blies ? If he finds pleasure in them, he shares 
in their works of darkness: if he disapprove 
but feebly and through a kind of shame, he is 
a hypocrite who is ashamed only of himself, and 
not of the excesses of which he is the wit- 
ness ; and his pretended moderation, well known 
to be such, serves but lo give a new impulse 
to debauchery, and to ensure new derisions to 
virtue. What a scandal, my brethren, and what 
a disgrace to the priesthood, that a Priest and 
a pastor should be mentioned in the story of a 
company, where licentiousness, gluttony and 
drunkenness have been the order and the glory 
of the feast; should be named perhaps, as the 
man who signalized himself most among his 
fellows, and who carried his excesses to a height 
to which no one could attain but himself: for, 
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my brethren, it is the ordinary lot of an unfor- 
tunate Prieat who oversteps the boundaries of 
his profession, to go farther than people of the 
world in indulgence and licentiousness, and to 
superadd to the contempt of duty and of charac- 
ter, the contempt of decency and moderation. 

You will undoubtedly say, that all society 
with persons of the world, is not of this cha- 
racter; that you need recreation, and that there 
are regular and prudent persons to be found, 
with whbm you may live without danger to 
yourselves, and without injury to the interests 
of religion, or to the propriety of your cha- 
racter. I readily grant it, my brethren ; but 
before I propose to you 1 the rules by which you 
should be guided in forming worldly intimacies, 
I will tell you that in the -society of world- 
lings, of men even prudent and wise according 
to the world, we always breathe the air of the 
world and of its maxims ; its spirit grows upon 
us by little and little, and thus, that steady 
deportment and sacerdotal carriage so much re- 
commended by the sacred canons and so wor- 
thy of our ministry, is imperceptibly supplanted 
by an exterior of indifference or of dissipation : 
I will tell you that by living in the intercourse 
Of that world which you may call wise and re- 
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: gular, .we .imbibe tho^e .principles ^ijjl max^s 
which ace approved fry , the false ptiscUnprpf ; tfoe 
world, pod which T are ever ipiiziit^ly ^emqyed 
from the dpctrines £nd tlie jn^xiips of tfoe.gps- 
p$l; that we suffer the first spirit of ,ppr gall- 
ing to become gni^aliy >$x,ti?ict, >«m<l .substi- 
tute .in itp .ste$d tjje jiqy<$1 W*d , false ,spwjt ,(>f 
the ,age : J[ jvjjl ,t«H ^op ttyt copforpijty ^f 
tastes and inclinations is ,^e ? cement of .inter- 
course aud of intf#)acy, anfLtbftt jf flhe com- 
merce of the wprJW be 40 necessary : for you, jt 
is a .sure proof itfyat. Us. tastes apd flings a^e 
yours, .aud that , you are not jji your prpp^r 
place, except in its spcjety. 

But, you wjll say^ye ; hake f p.eed.of K^creatfori^ 
for no one can bear U?e« fatigues of Joeing alq^ys 
engaged in .serious occupations. [But, r n)y.bp?- 
thren, permit joe. in reply, to address lip you the 
words in which Saint ^aul^former^yx^pro^cli,^! 
those disciples, who, jnstpajd ? f r^fejrijig tl>e 
adjudication of their, quarrels jto U?eir> brethren, 
resorted to the tribunals of { J,he , {jnpjjt^Us : rj SSc 
nan est inter vos sapiens quivqupm.* ,\Vh^t! 
you cannot .find in, the number of yoyr col- 
leagues, dUcreet and anuatye menjn jwhose&o- 

'*!. Cqt. c. vi v. : 5. 
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ciety you could be cheered and amused, after 
the cares and fatigues of your occupations : 
Sic non est inter vos sapiens quisquam? Is it 
possible, that amidst so many ecclesiastics of 
easy manners, of cultivated minds and edify- 
ing conduct, you need to call the world to your 
assistance, and to decline a society that would 
be honourable to you, to go in quest of relax- 
ation where you ought never to appear, save 
in the discharge of your duty. Alas ! my bre- 
thren, can a good Priest, filled with the spirit 
of religion and the fear of God, go to seek re- 
creation amidst the bustle and the dangers of 
the world? and what can he expect to find 
even amongst those, who to the eyes of the 
world, appear the most moderate and regular? 
errors and abuses which custom has consecrated, 
but which religion detests ; passions honoured 
with those eulogies which are denied to virtue; 
Christ insulted in his maxims, in his worship, 
oftentimes even in his servants; charity extin- 
guished by hatreds, by interests, by jealousies ; 
conversations poisoned by a thousand black and 
public slanders; God offended and forgotten 
almost in every place; the entire world be- 
come almost as dissolute, as immersed in dark- 
ness, as pagan in its doctrine and practice, as 
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it was before the hour of its conversion and 
the light of the gospel. Such is the world, my 
brethren, and a minister of Jesus Christ would 
look for amusement in the midst of such abo- 
minations? Could he even restrain his tears 
amidst such scenes of horror? would he not, 
like Saint Paul, surrounded by the supersti- 
tions of Athens, feel his heart-strings torn al- 
most asunder by the strong impulse of the spi- 
rit of God? Incilabatur spirilus ejus in ipso;* 
and could he give himself to a moment's joy 
amidst objects so calculated to overwhelm him 
with melancholy and sorrow. No, my brethren, 
the world qan be nothing but a vale of tears 
for a faithful minister of Jesus Christ; he re- 
moves far from the afflicting spectacle of sin 
and death, and makes it the continual subject 
of his sighs and his prayers; and how could 
he seek delight or indulge in amusement, over 
the ruins and desolation of the holy Jerusalem ; 
over the carcasses, if I may so speak,, of that 
multitude of his brethren, which he beholds 
perishing, every day, in the eyes of God. 

And what adds to the injustice of those mi- 
nisters who allege the innocence and necessity 

■ ■ p ■ ■ ^~— —~ * »^ .^— . ■ ■» „ ^^ 

■* Acts, c. xvii. v. 16. 
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of those relaxations' which ttoey seek in : the 
World} is, that they are commoAfy those who 
least need hidtdgence, and #h& neglect most 
(he toilsome duties and anxious occupations of 
fteir tftate, Yes, rtiy brethren, k is those la&y 
Ministers, 6n6tnies alike to study and retirement* 
unfaithful to their duties artd reckless of their 
responsibility, who frequent the world and trail 1 
fhemselvei through its societies, not to recrtiit 
potters exhausted by labors, but fo fly thought,- 
rind occupy that leisure and that idleness which 
they feel as a burden ; them alone we behold, 
lasting in unprofitable commerce and importu- 
nate civilities, that time of which they rob their 
peoplfe; merging by their hurry, the sacred 
gravity of their functions, and hastening to 
throw aside amidst the dissipations of the world, 
that serious character which they wore with so 
much unwillingness and pain. Their whole life 
is an eternal vacuity; there is nothing serious 
in *heir conduct, not even the holy functions 
of the ministry, which they almost always de- 
base by an air of irksomeness and hurry ; what 
ought to be their consolation, constrains and fa- 
tigues them, and on quitting the scene of duty, 
they fly to the world, to relieve and solace 
their fatigues by new prevarications. 
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SECOND REELECTION- 

1 have already said, my brethren, that a. 
pastor who is faithfol to his duties, who res- 
pects his profession and k>v$s his flock, finda 
but little time to spare for the trifling and 
dissipation of seeular intercourse. He appears 
but seldom among men, because those occfe* 
sions of duty or of propriety wbich sometime* 
require his presence in the world, not being 
multiplied by a vicious taste, or by vain pre-, 
texts, are necessarily few ; and the rareness of 
our communication with the world, constitutes 
a second rule, in, this matter, just as essential 
as the first. We cannot but bpse ourselves 
and sink in the general esteem> by appearing 
too often in the world; all corrupt as it is, 
it exacts of us a virtue without stain, and even 
without a single one of the inseparable weak- 
nesses of humanity. 

The more indulgent it is towards itself, the 
more rigid it is with regard to us; it over- 
looks its own worst disorders, and pardons no* 
thing in us : its censorious and malignant eye, 
is ever upon us; an unguarded word, a mere 
inattention, a thoughtless step, a hasty assent, 
become so many crimes which it will not for : 



Digitized 



by Google 



104 ON THE CONVERSE OF THE CLERGY 

give us; it magnifies their number and draws 
from them, the most scandalous consequences ; 
nor in the very moment in which, through a 
condescension in its favor we lay aside, to a cer- 
tain degree, the gravity of our character, does 
it forget to discover, in our conduct, more of 
relish for its pleasures, than of condescension 
for its weakness. It exhorts us 10 imitate the 
licence of its joys and of its pursuits; it treats 
our reserve and precaution against seduction, 
as littleness of mind or contemptible faintheart- 
edness; and yet, if we relax ever so little, in 
order to humour its desires, it turns upon our 
kindness, and repays our complaisance with the 
most insulting derisions, and the most flagiti- 
ous and dishonourable reproaches. 

Thus, my brethren, we deceive ourselves, if 
we fancy that we secure the esteem and good- 
will of the world, by being always in its so- 
ciety, and by familiarizing ourselves to its fol- 
lies. The . more it sees us, the less does it res- 
pect us, and from the moment in which it finds 
that we cannot do without it, it begins to des- 
pise us : let our visits to it be rare, and we 
shall appear in it with greater dignity, and be 
received with greater regard : let us wait till 
propriety or necessity, the performance of pro- 
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fessional duties, or the hope of relieving the 
miseries of the poor, calls us into the world ; 
and let us appear in it encircled with all the 
sqcred pomp of our character, as the envoys, 
and holding the place, of Jesus Christ; and in 
those circumstances, our ministry itself, and the 
command of God, will protect our innocence, 
and act as our safeguard in every emergency. 
When we seek the world for its own sake, 
we must conform to its manners and its ca- 
prices; we would be but badly received, were 
we to bring into it that dignified gravity, and 
that sacerdotal reserve, by which we ought 
always to be accompanied ; we would derange 
its pleasures, would disconcert its assemblies, 
and interrupt the licentious tenor of its con- 
verse : we would be a burden to it, our very 
presence would surprise and disappoint it, and 
it would say of us, as of old the enemies of 
virtue said of the just man, in the book of 
Wisdom : Gravis est nobis etiam ad videndum* 
We must either avoid the world, or conform 
to its practices. 

* Wisdom, c. ii. v. 15. 
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THIRD REFLECTION 

Thus, my brethren, if we are faithful to the 
yule, which prescribes that we should appear 
in it but rarely, it will be very easy for us 
to carry to it that zeal, that gravity, and edi- 
ftcation, which const it ate the last rule touch- 
ing the manner in which the clergy should 
converse with persons of the world ; for these 
are the marks by which the people of the 
world should recognise a minister of Jesus, 
Christ. 

I say, first, that we should be ever distin- 
guished by gravity of deportment in the world, 
Our manners, our actions, our language, our 
whole exterior should bespeak and sustain the 
sacred dignity of our profession: recreations 
the most authorized by general usage, famili- 
arities the most customary and most allowable, 
those tales of humor and tho£e efforts of plea- 
santry which are tolerated and admired in eve- 
ry society, would be unseemly and indecent in 
us : nothing can be worthy of us, which is not 
worthy of our ministry: we often persuade 
ourselves that we ought to accommodate our- 
selves to the taste, to the language and max- 
ims of the world, that we may not appear ill- 
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bred and disagreeable company: but, my bre- 
thren, a Priest i» out of his sphere, and can- 
not appear with propriety among* men, gave 
when he is, what is called, disagreeable com- 
pany for the world : as soon as the world courts 
and adopts him, when it associates him to iter 
member*, and is delighted- in his society, there 
iis a decisive proof, that that Priest no longer 
respects the character or the decency of his 
profession. And this, my brethren, is what we 
see, every day: all those Priests whom the 
world admires and applauds, whose maimers it 
approves, and with whose company it is charm- 
ed, are careless and worldly Priests, who pre- 
serve nothing of the priesthood but the name: 
their whole exterior bespeaks nothing but the 
spirit of the worW ; it is seen in the foppery 
and indecency of their dress ; in the levity of 
their carriage and discourse, and frequently 
even in that air of indifference, and that ab- 
sence of gravity, which they display in their 
holiest functions. If yoa had been of the world, 
said Christ to his Apostles, the world would 
love its own : Quod mam erat diligeret;* but 
because you are not of the world, therefore 

* * John. c. xv. v. J9. 
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the world hateih you. No, my brethren, the 
world does not run after a holy and respecta- 
ble pastor ; it is not eager to cultivate his friend- 
ship, nor to associate him to its assemblies. It 
is when the afflictions that come from above, 
render consolation needful to men, when the 
approach of death shows that eternity is at hand ; 
ah! then it is, that they seek and appreciate 
the services of a holy Priest. Those who be- 
fore appeared to be so much valued and caress- 
ed are then flung aside; the sinner feels that 
they can be of no use to him in those high 
concerns to which they were consecrated by 
their ordination, and that however conversant 
in the pleasures or the business of the world, 
they are ignorant and unpractised in the things 
of heaven. Let us disabuse ourselves, my bre- 
thren ; we always purchase the friendship and 
the applause of men at the expense of the dig- 
nity and the gravity of our ministry ; it is not 
the world that gives up its prejudices and false 
maxims for the sake of a union with us, but 
it is we that soften down the sternness of our 
sacred obligations, to be admitted to its society 
and favor. Let us, then, never lay aside, be- 
fore people of the world, the holy gravity of 
our state, or the venerable character of minis- 
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ters of Jesus Christ^ let them not distinguish 
between the pastor at the foot of the altar, and 
the pastor in intercourse with men: do not 
suffer them to forget him, whom but a mo- 
ment before, they had seen and feared in the 
temple of God; let them find hhn, every where, 
the same, every where respecting* tiis character, 
and causing it to be respected by others; eve- 
ry where, as Saint Paul says, announcing pie- 
ty by his very presence: Promiltentes piela- 

Then, m y brethren, if we witness those abuses 
which usage perpetuates and justifies in the 
world, we have a right to condemn them : then, 
if those conversations in which charity and mo- 
desty are so commonly violated take place be- 
fore us, our character authorizes us to blame 
them : then, even the world itself does not find 
fault with us for endeavouring to sanctify its 
entertainments by words of prudence and of 
edification. For, my brethren, as the pious 
Tobias said of old, the Lord has dispersed us 
among the people of the world who know not 
God, that we might manifest to them, the won- 
ders of his holy law: Ideo dispersit vos inter 

*L Tim. c. ii. v. 10. 
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tgentes, nt cnarretis mirabUia qus* No, my 
brethren, a virtuous Priest should not quit the 
converse of people of the world without min- 
gling in the discourse some words of edifica- 
tion; when we are affected by the great truths 
of our faith ; when we meditate on them, eve- 
ry day, at the foot of the crucifix; when we 
are penetrated with a lively desire of the sal- 
vation of our brethren, it is surely difficult to 
behold them straying and perishing, without, at 
least sometimes, compassionating their miseries, 
and without profiting of every opportunity to 
scatter some words of salvation through their 
prejudices and their errors; it would not, in 
.such circumstances, be in our power to contain 
ourselves, or to impose upon our zeal a silence 
of timidity or of indifference. And how know 
you whether a simple and edifying reflection, 
uttered at a moment when it is not expected, 
may not become a word of life and salvation to 
your brother? People of the world come to 
our public instructions on their guard, as it 
were, and prejudiced against the truths which 
we announce to them ; but in familiar converse 
truth takes the sinner unawares; friendship, 

*Tobia8. c. xiii. v. 4. 
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sweetness and simplicity give to unpremeditated 
and unexpected 'truth, a force, which fitlb rare- 
ly to the lot of rmone regular discourse,; the 
effcgt is mone certain, because the strobe is 
unforeseen : but although the dispositions of 
those who^h&ar us were to render it ineffectual, 
yet,*t least, we have honoured our mioistry:; we 
'have 'edified those whom we -could not unde- 
ceive, and faithful to theadviee of 'the Apostlo, 
we havte sanctified our whole conversation: J* 

But should we not be apprehensive of ren- 
dering ourselves importunate, or of exposing 
the truth to the contempt and . derision of our 
hearers? no, My- brethren, I admit that it would 
HI become a worldly -and dissipated Priest, to 
sitter the language of edification m the society 
of persons of the world: he -has forfeited that 
right by his conduct: it would appear ridicu- 
lous m him to recal others to the recollection 
of those truths, which he teens to have so long 
forgotten, himself; the doctrine. of piety would 
blush in bis mouth, and people would still 
ask themselves, as in the days of old, is Saul 
too among the Prophets: Num et Satd inter 

• l.Ptter.-&L v. J5u 
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prophetas ?* But the advice of a wise and edi- 
fying Priest is listened to, and respected: the 
world itself expects it from him ; it may be 
annoyed at it, but it is not surprised: it may 
reject truth, but it secretly respects its herald. 
1 admit that in so important and delicate a 
matter, our conduct should be guided by the 
rules of prudence, and that we must not ren- 
der truth odious by importunate and unseason- 
able repetition : that charity whose only object 
is the utility of its hearers, requires that we 
should choose the proper moments to intro- 
duce it with effect; and how many favourable 
occasions offer themselves to a holy Priest, 
amidst the idle and frivolous conversations of 
people of the world ? They converse with him 
about their affairs, their projects, theii embar- 
rassments, their subjects of compla'nt against 
their enemies or their rivals, their disappoint- 
ments and their grievances; now, will not the 
spirit of God, in a holy pastor, find in those 
various details, a thousand opportunities to de- 
plore the disturbed and sorrowful life of the 
lovers of the world; to remind them of the 
peace, the sweetness and consolation of a vir- 

*1. Kings, c. x. v. 12. 
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tuous and christian life, and to bewail . the 
wretched infatuation of that choice which, whilst 
it deprives them of all happiness in this world, 
prepares for them, through all their pains and 
troubles, an eternity of misery in the world to 
come. 

Besides, my brethren, there are occasions, 
when we must no longer regard the reproach 
of being importunate, and when zeal alone 
must hold the place of prudence; and this is 
the last rule by which we are to be guided in 
our intercourse with the world. Yes, my bre- 
thren, a Priest is a public minister, chafged 
with the honor of religion and the interests of 
God's glory among men : he must never suffer 
persons of the world, whoever they may be, to 
indulge, before him, in those discourses in which 
the respect due to the majesty of religion, is 
violated; in which the maxims of the gospel 
are insulted and contemned; in which impious 
doubts are audaciously proposed against our 
faith, and our most august mysteries are treat- 
ed with derision ; in which vice is justified and 
virtue turned into ridicule; in which, in fine, the 
libertinism and impiety, of the topics and the 
language dishonour our very presence. Oh ! 
then it is, that the piety and dignity of the 

VOL. II. H 
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Priest should burst forth, without any other 
bounds than those of zeal: entrusted as he 
is by his profession, with the interests of re* 
ligion and die cause of God, he must then 
regard no man according to the flesh ; be must 
then forget the titles and the distinctions of 
those who forget themselves, and remember on- 
ly, that he is appointed their master and in- 
structor by the Most High, and that he holds 
from the church an authority which gives him 
a right to pull down and trample with a holy 
disdain, every despicable and impious spirit of 
man, which exalteth itself against the knowledge 
of God: Destruentem omnem altitudinem extol- 
lentem se adoersu* stimtiam Dei.* He who 
will not spare, before us, all that is most ve- 
nerable upon earth, must not be spared in his 
turn ; we should, like God, hear his proud and 
hateful assertions with a holy indignation; a 
burning zeal, and an impetuous ire are then the 
only duties prescribed by our character; deli- 
cacy and politeness are out of the question ; 
we must, as the spirit of God dictates, answer 
the fool according to his folly, must confound 
his ostentation and his ignorance, and vindi- 

**• Cor. c. x. vr« 4. 5. 
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cate the glory of the Most High from the in- 
sults of a vile mortal. We owe no reserve, no 
quarter, to those sinners who set no bounds 
to their insolence and folly. Oh! my brethren, 
the people of the world deem it an honor to 
espouse, with warmth, the cause of & friend 
whose character is assailed in their presence; 
they boldly impose silence on the calumniator; 
they would be disgraced and would pass for 
false and cowardly souls, if they suffered their 
friends to be blackened, without undertaking 
their defence; and yet we will not feel our- 
selves, animated with a like zeal* to close the 
lips of the libertine, and to maintain loudly and 
courageously the interests of Jesus Christ? and 
we, whom he has called friends, when he as- 
sociated us to the sacred ministry, we would 
imagine that we discharge the obligations im- 
posed upon us by this tender and honourable 
title, by basely dissembling, by silently disap- 
proving the insults heaped upon him, and by 
weakly sacrificing his name and his glory to 
vain considerations of human respect? no, my 
brethren, we are no longer those friends whom 
Christ has chosen, and the name is a reproach 
to us, when his insulted honor no longer 
awakens our love and our zeal. 
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Such, my brethren, is the manner in which 
we should live and converse with persons of 
the world ; such the societies which we myst 
there avoid; such the rareness of our commu- 
nications even with those whom we are per- 
mitted to see ; such the gravity, the edification, 
the zeal, that should distinguish us in every 
conjuncture and in every place. 

Similar too was the admonition of the Apos- 
tle to his disciple Timothy: in the last days 
shall come on dangerous times ;* teachers of the 
gospel, restless, dissipated, worldly, stubborn, 
puffed up, lovers of pleasures more than of , 
God; and of this sort we already see many, \ 
who have familiar access to the habitations of 
the faithful, who are to be found every where, 
who enter into the concerns and the quarrels 
of their brethren, pass their time in frivolous 
and vicious conversations, speak incessantly, and 
always unseasonably, of what they know, and 
of what they know not ; who abuse the weak- 
ness of the sex to lead silly women captive, 
and make themselves masters of the houses 
which they frequent But do thou, O man of 
God, says the same Apostle, in another place, 

*2. Tim.c.iii. 
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do thou fly these things: do not imitate ex- 
amples so disgraceful to the holy ministry, and 
so calculated to make the Gentiles blaspheme 
the gospel of salvation which we announce. Tu 
autem, O homo Dei, fuec fuge* 

I shall conclude, my brethren, by addressing 
to you the same words: Tu autem, O homo Dei, 
htec fuge. Were you men of the world, its 
interests^ its errors, prejudices and folly would 
have been your portion ; you would he obliged 
to conform to its maxims and its language, to 
justify its practices and rise up against all who 
dared to condemn them. But you are all men 
of God upon earth, that is to say, you are. all 
charged with the interests of God, with the 
care of his glory, with the honor of his wor- 
ship, with the deposite of his doctrine and of 
his laws. The lieutenant of the king speaks 
only in the name of his master; he causes the 
orders of his sovereign to be respected among 
the people, and regards no man; when there 
is question of the interests and authority of 
the master whom he represents, he lays aside 
the character of private individual, and assumes 
and displays that of the public man, of the 

*1. Tim. c. vi. v. 11. 



Digitized 



by Google 



118 ON THE CONVERSE OF THE CLERGY 

king's representative. And shall we, my bre- 
thren, .who are the men of God in the world : 
Tu autem O homo Dei; shall we put off the 
iacred and public character with which we are 
clothed, a character which exalts and conse- 
crates us, to become men of the world. And 
shall we be ashamed to speak the language of 
him who sends us; shall we suffer him to be 
outraged in our presence, without asserting his 
glory and his interests, without using the au- 
thority with which he invests us, and rising up 
with a holy zeal against the contemners of his 
name, of his laws and of his worship? Tu autem 
O homo Dei. And shall we, my brethren, un- 
mindful alike of him whom we represent and of 
the honor of bearing his authority, authorize 
by our conduct, the maxims of his enemy — the 
world, and appear leagued with it, in impious 
compact, to make its errors and its prejudices 
prevail over the venerable laws and sacred max* 
ims which he has charged us to preserve and 
defend ? Tu autem O homo Dei. No, my bre- 
thren, let us bear this august title on our fore- 
head, through the entire detail of our conduct ; 
let in be every where, the men of God ; let 
our most indifferent actions, our conversations, 
eur intimacies, our civilities, our amusements, 
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be ennobled and sanctified by this holy and ho- 
nourable character; let us never debase our- 
selves by throwing it aside, and let us be ever 
mindful, that the world will respect it, in us, 
as long as we shall respect it ourselves. Amen. 
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A DISCOURSE 



ON 



THE NECESSITY IN WHICH PASTORS 
ARE, OF RENEWING THEMSELVES IN 
THE SPIRIT OF THEIR VOCATION. 



Renovamini autem spiritu mentis vestr®. 
Be renewed in the spirit of your mind. 

Ephesiams. chap. iv. ▼. 



To what men, my brethren, did the Apostle 
ence address this word of exhortation ? to mi- 
nisters of the gospel, who, every day, laid down 
their lives for the master who had sent them; 
to whom death appeared a favor; who were per* 
secuted, despised, trampled underfoot, and who 
bore with joy every suffering for the elect ; to 
the first preachers of the faith, among whom 
some were Apostles, some were Prophets, others 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE SPIRIT OF OUR VOCATION. 121 

had received the gift of tongues, and the pow- 
er of miracles ; men, whose sanctity, the whole 
universe, with all its vain ostentation of learn- 
ing, and wisdom, and philosophy, and unbelief, 
could not withstand. 

Such were the men to whom the Apostle 
once recommended to renew themselves, in the 
spirit of their vocation ; men who were yet fill- 
ed with the first fruits of that spirit which had 
recently come down from heaven, and who, like 
their divine master, poured out of their own 
abundance, upon peoples and upon nations. 

True is it also, that the abatement and decay 
of this first spirit of our ministry, is the greatest 
evil of the church, and the true source of the 
degradation and perdition of her ministers. 

This same word, my brethren, I, this day, 
address to you and to myself; to us, who be- 
ing called to the ministry in this age of dege- 
neracy and relaxation, have, as it were, follow- 
ed its spirit and its destiny ; to us, who in the 
general knguidness of the faith, far from assist- 
ing those who are perishing, can scarcely sup- 
port ourselves. Renovamini autem sptritu men- 
tis vestra. 

Permit me, then, at the opening of my epis- 
copacy, of which you are to be the strength 
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and the consolation, to exhort you, whilst I ex* 
hort myself, to recal yourselves to the first 
spirit of your vocation. As we are all charged 
with the same burden, let us mutually ani- 
mate each other to bear it worthily ; and since 
Providence, perhaps,, fry m rigorous judgment on 
me and on the flock committed to my care, has 
placed me over this respectable diocess, and haa 
associated yon to me, as the oo-operetors of my 
episcopacy and my ministry, let us go together, 
to the true source of our evils and endeavour 
to discover their proper remedy. 

FIRST REFLECTION. 

The first source of oar infidelities in the 
duties of our holy profession, is, that often- 
times, without consulting the voice of heaven, 
it is we ourselves that have called ourselves 
to the ministry ; it is vile interest, it is ambi- 
tion, it is domestic arrangement, it is flesh and 
blood, it is the hands of main that have open- 
ed to us the terrible gates of the sanctuary; 
it is they that have installed us in the holy 
place: in it we are not the envoys of Jesus 
Christ but of the passions, and we soon be- 
come their sport and their ministers. 

In what light, think you, my brethren, will 
God regard the usurpers of his priesthood and 
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of his glory ? what increase will he give to the 
labors of men, whom he knows not, and whom 
he rejects? they will find danger and perdition 
in every function : the sacred altar, the tremen- 
dous mysteries, the confidence. of the. faithfal, 
the authority of the ministry,; the revenues of 
the sanctuary, their natural talents, every thing 
will be abused; the fountain of action being 
once poisoned, the venom will flow through the 
entire detail of their lives.. They are not, says 
the scripture, of the race of those men, who 
have been destined to operate the salvation, 
and extend the glory, of Israel ; God has not 
intended them for chiefs and defenders of his 
people: they are overthrown at the first en- 
counter; they are become the sport and the 
derision of the enemies of his covenant; they 
have caused his name to be blasphemed by the 
scandal of their lives ; they have been the ruin 
of- the souls of which they ought to have been 
the saviours and the guides; and not having 
entered by Jesus Christ, who is the way and 
the life, their ministry has become a ministry 
of error, of condemnation and death. Ipsi au» 
tern nan erant de semine virorum Worum, per 
quos solus facta est in Israel.* 

' * . ' « 

* 1. Mach. c. v. ver. 62. 
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How many ministers now eating the bread 
of the church, whom God has not called to 
her service? Remedies for this evil are rare, 
for it is truly difficult to change the path in 
which God has not commanded us to walk, 
into a path that will conduct us to salvatiotfc 

But the useful talents, which you possess for 
the government of the faithful, seemed to you, 
to be a voice from God, calling you to be 
their leader? It is not for you to regulate 
the employment of your talents, but for the 
great Father of the christian family, from whom 
you have received them : they may even be- 
come the source and the occasion of your per- 
dition. The first and greatest talent, says the 
Apostle, is piety, which is profitable to all things; 
and not possessing it, you are not of the race 
of those men by whose ministry salvation must 
be wrought in Israel : Ipsi autem non erant 
de semine virorum Ulorum, per quos solus facta 
est in Israel. 

But will not the success of our functions 
atone for the viciousness of those motives, by 
which we may have been conducted to the mi- 
nistry ? In vain will you prophesy in the name 
of the Lord, says Christ, if the Lord has not 
sent you; in vain will you cast out the im- 
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pare spirit from the souls of the faithful, by 
4he ministry of the word; in vain will you 
operate wonders and gain the applause of men; 
God knows you not; this applause will itself 
corrupt your heart; it will be the empty and 
exclusive recompence of all your empty toils. 
You are workers of iniquity, according to the 
expression of the gospel : flesh and blood have 
opened to you the gates 'of the church — that 
kingdom of God, but you will never hold it 
by a just title, for you are not of the race of 
those men, by whose ministry Israel must be 
saved : Ipsi autem turn erant de semine viro- 
rum illorum per quos solus facta est in Israel. 

What conclusion should we deduce from this 
first reflection ? That we must render our va- 
cation sure by our good works; that sanctity 
of life is the most decisive mark of a call to 
the ministry; and that the grace which sup- 
ports us in the labors and the dangers of the 
priesthood, is almost always the happy and the 
infallible effect of the grace that has confided it 
to us. 

SECOND REFLECTION. 

The first source then of our infidelities, is the 
defect of vocation. But I will suppose it legi- 
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timate, and I say > that familiarity with holy 
things becomes for us a second source of re- 
laxation and sin. 

When the Priests and the Levites first saw 
the tabernacle which Moses had erected in the 
wilderness ; when they beheld the miraculous 
cloud which went before it, the majesty of God 
which overshadowed the awful spot, the oracles 
which were tittered from the bottom of the 
sanctuary, the magnificence and the august 
spectacle of the ceremonies and sacrifices, they 
approached it with a sacred horror: the purifica- 
tions and other ceremonies which the law pre- 
scribed, were minutely and zealously observed. 
But the daily sight of the tabernacle gradually 
familiarized them to that holy object; their 
precaution ceased with their respect ; the pro- 
digy of the pillar of fire which God raised over 
it every night, lost its effect by time; profa- 
nations quickly followed ; rash Priests dared to 
offer in it, an unhallowed fire ; others usurped 
the functions which were reserved to the High 
Priest alone ; in fine, the daughters of Madian 
soon became to them, an occasion of scandal 
and of fall, and scarce was there found in the 
whole tribe of Levi, a Phinees, one holy and 
zealous Priest, who had courage to avenge-the 
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honor of the priesthood and x the sanctity of the 
law, so basely insulted before an uncircumcised 
and infidel people. 

Such is our history. In those happy days, 
when we first began to approach the sacred 
altar, the majesty of the tifeihendous mysteries, 
the prodigy which is operated in the hands of 
the Priest, the presence of the God, who is 
there offered hi sacrifice, the silent awe <rf the 
Angels that encompass the sanctuary, these 
considerations filled our hearts with a holy 
dread ; we trembled under the sacred vestments, 
and the oppressive honor of the priesthood; 
the slightest stains of guilt covered us with con- 
fusion; we fancied we saw the Angel of hear 
Ten, holding a flaming sword as of old, to guard 
the entrance of the holy place; the minutest 
ceremonies appeared to us mysterious* and sub- 
lime. 

But we became insensibly more confident: 
our respect decreased with our fears : we be- 
came familiarized to our own weaknesses and 
to the terrible mysteries which they insulted: 
prayer, recollection, and the flight of dangerous 
occasions, no longer appeared to us, necessary 
precautions: a conscience doubtful, embarrass 
*d, and, consequently defiled, no longer affright- 
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ed us, we carried it without remorse, into the 
sanctuary : the most holy and terrific functions 
were no more to us than the most ordinary and 
the most vulgar, and far from awakening our 
fears or our faith, scarcely did they excite our 
attention : languor and disgust were the least 
criminal dispositions which we brought to our 
duties, and the altar itself, which ought to be 
the place of our consolation and our strength, 
became the theatre and the cause of our misfor- 
tunes and our crimes. 

And hence, my brethren, so much indecency 
in the most awful functions of our ministry : 
hence so many Priests appear at the altar, in 
the midst of the holy temple, with less of gra- 
vity and precaution, than in the profane assem- 
blies of the world : hence the praises of the 
Lcgrd, those sacred canticles which have been 
the language of the faith and of the piety of 
< fevery age, are sung with as much irreverence 
and indecorum as the very songs of dissoluteness 
and- debauchery. 

So the piety of the faithful has waxed cold, 
and no longer collects them, but with difficulty, 
in our temples. Those holy assemblies where 
the praises of the Lord were once celebrated 
with so much dignity, with such faith and com- 
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punction, were the consolation and delight of 
the first christians ; like the clergy they divided 
and reckoned the hours of the day by those di- 
vine hymns, and even amidst the horrors of per- 
secution, they constituted the sweet solace of 
all their pains. 

Now, alas ! even the most solemn days, bring 
them, with difficulty, to the foot of the altar ; 
nor do they hear without tedium and impatience, 
those sacred canticles which not piety or reli- 
gion, but languor and disgust, seem to chant. 

In times of old, the idolatrous inhabitants 
of Babylon, who knew not the God of Israel, 
touched by the majestic hymns of the children 
of the captivity, who dwelt on the banks of their 
rivers, came and entreated them to sing to them 
from the canticles of Sion : Hymnum cmtate 
nobis de canticis Sion.* Disgusted with the fa* 
bulous and extravagant songs of their priests, 
and penetrated with the magnificence and the 
sublimity of the praises of the Lord, they de- 
lighted in the plaintive but harmonious recital of 
his greatness and his wonders, and the stveet and 
sacred harmony of the songs of Jerusalem, at- 
tracted the idolaters in crowds, to the habitations 

of the captive tribes, and made them weep with 

_ i . - • - ■ i i - -I — — — ~~ ^— ~~~ ^*— „^^— . 

* Psalm. 136. v. 3. 
VOt. II. I 
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them, over the misfortunes of Judah : Hymnum 
cantate nobis de centicis Sum. 

And yet, at the present day, the very people 
of God shun those heavenly canticles, and with- 
out fegret, leave the ministers of religion to 
sing the praises of the God of their fathers 
in the solitude of our temples; and a duty 
so consoling has become a mean and a vulgar 
concern; is esteemed unworthy of the re- 
gard of the wealthy and the great, and con- 
signed to the attention and respect of the last 
of the people. 

Whence comes this misfortune? from the 
indecent hurry and the perfunctory recitation 
of the clergy : the praises of God, my brethren, 
are become degraded in our mouths. But your 
conduct, my brethren of the world, is not 
therefore the more excusable: the sanctity of 
the ministry does not necessarily depend, on 
the sanctity of the ministers : the words of eter- 
nal life, even in the mouth of the profane, are 
always worthy of your love and your respect; 
and in our cathedral, at least, the ntqjestic 
solemnity of the ceremonies of the church, and 
the pious recollection of her ministers, which 
seem still to recal the spirit and piety of for- 
mer times, ought also to revive in you the 
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faith, the zeal- and the fervor of the early 
christians. 

Behold, my brethren, the extremities to which , 
we are conducted by a familiarity with holy 
things : we become relaxed, indifferent, disgust- 
ed; we treat the holy mysteries without res- 
pect, without faith, without precaution, without 
one of the necessary dispositions; and thus 
the crime of abuse and of sacrilege becomes in- 
evitable. The abuse of holy things is then the 
last source of our corruption and misfortunes. 

THIRD REFLECTION. 

frightful abyss, out of which to escape is 
almost impossible! has a bad Priest been ever 
converted? and does not the Prophet say that 
the wounds of the sanctuary are desperate and 
incurable ? Desperata est plaga ejus* 

Aajl when a Priest has once reached this 
point of abandonment and guilt, what is there 
which he will not abuse ? The sacred altar be- 
comes the theatre of his crimes and profana- 
tions; the dispensation of the sacraments and 
of the venerable mysteries is turned into a vile 
traffic of avarice and cupidity ; he uses the au- 

*Mich. c, i. v. 9. 
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thority of the ministry as a snare to surprise 
the religion and the innocence of the faithful; 
the instruction of his people is a public pros- 
titution of the sacred word, and the sentence of 
his condemnation pronounced by his own mouth. 
Advancing from crime to crime, as he proceeds 
from function to function; he is the man of 
sin, in the temple of the living God : whatever 
is most holy in religion, every day hardens 
his heart and consummates his reprobation ; 
and the remedies of human infirmity tend but 
to quicken his frightful and inveterate dis- 
ease. 

And from hence, my brethren, what scan- 
dals for the faithful! faith becomes extinct 
among the flock; the piety of the just wavers ; 
the weak have no longer any one to support 
them ; libertines justify themselves by our ex- 
ample; religion is degraded together with her 
ministers. 

Woe to that christian people to whom God 
in his wmth has given such wicked pastors ! the 
crimes of the flock must indeed have irritated 
the justice of heaven, when it suffers such 
wolves to break into the fold. 

You, men of the world, often triumph at 
these evils ; you make the vices and the weak- 
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nesses of the clergy, the most ordinary subject 
of your derisions and censures ; and you do 
not perceive that their disorders are but the 
punishment of your own crimes; you do not 
perceive that the most terrible chastisement 
which the anger of the Almighty can exercise 
on a people, is to raise up among them vici- 
ous pastors; ministers of religion, who are scan- 
dalous and unfaithful; guides to heaven, who 
conduct but to death. 

Heretofore he punished the prevarications of 
the Jews, by captivity in a foreign land, by 
the plunder and desolation of Jerusalem, by 
public calamities, by the excessive tributes which 
were exacted by Egypt and Assyria: yet these 
sharp scouiges did not bring back that stiff- 
necked race to the obedience of the law; it 
seemed that the justice o&God was exhausted, 
and that there remained no farther chastisement 
to be exercised on his people ; but the most 
terrible of all, was still in reserve. 

" Since I have visited Israel in my wrath, 
" saith the Lord, and that all my chastisements 
" upon her, have proved unavailing; I will 
" raise up fake Prophets in the midst of her ; 
" I will give her pastors who. will seduce her 
" by their example,; and who, instead of be* 
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cc ing a resource, will be to her, an occasion 
fC of scandal: beyond this, my anger cannot 
"go." 

Tremble, you my christian brethren, lest God 
should act with similar vengeance towards you. 
He has already visited you with public evils, 
wi& the scourge of war and the derangement 
of the seasons, with heavy burdens imposed 
by the necessities of the state, with misery and 
suffering almost general : yet all those scourges 
have not turned you to the Lord : your crimes 
have even increased with your misfortunes:- 
what new chastisement then, says the Lord, 
shall I inflict upon my people, since they cease 
not to add new crimes to their ancient preva- 
rications ? Super quo percutiam vos ultra, ai- 
dentes prevaricationem ?* I will set over them, 
rulers without vigor, unfaithful pastors, scanda- 
lous and mercenary Priests, who shall teach, 
them to forget me, and shall co-operate in their 
destruction: Omne caput languidum, principe* 
tui irtfideks, socii forum, omnes diligunt mu- 
nera, sequuntur retributiones.f Such is the last 
vengeance, which the Almighty in his wrath, 
exercises upon the crimes of the earth, and it is 

* Isaiah, c, 1. v. 5. flbid. c. 5. v. 85. 
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*oe which, perhaps, at this very hour, he is 
about to pour out on our sins. 

But no, O Lord, thou wilt not thus strike 
the church of a diocess, which the blood of the 
manj martyr* who have laid its foundations, 
who repose under her altars and who cry un* 
ceasingly to thee, on behalf of their brethren, 
will ever render precious in thy sight Were 
Ike unwortfainess of the chief pastor, whom thou 
hast, perhaps, in thy anger set over it, to am 
thy justice, the faith of those holy bishops who 
once governed h, would restrain thy arm; thou 
wouldst remember thy venerable servants, who 
have sanctified the land of our habitation ; the 
stones of our temples, where their aahes re- 
pose, would intercede in our favor; and thou 
wilt not pemit this portion of thy inheritance, 
which has been purchased with their Mood, and 
baUowed by their labors, ever to become the 
prey of libertinism and infidelity. 

Look down, O Lord, from the high habita- 
tion of heaven, and cast an eye of mercy cm 
this ancient seat of thy religion ; on this vine- 
yard which thy own right hand hath planted: 
be ever jealous of it, as of thy ancient heri- 
tage: renew in it, that first fruitfulness and 
beauty, which rendered it, once so agreeable 
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in thy sight; repair the ravages of time and 
decay, and restore it fully to that order and fer- 
tility by which it has been heretofore so dis- 
tinguished : Respice de ccdo, et visila vineam 
islam, et perfice earn quam plantavit dexter a 
tua* 

Purify her ministers who are here assembled: 
renew in them, the first gifts of that spirit,' 
which has consecrated them to thee, by a so*: 
lemn and holy unction: inflame them with a 
new fire of charity and of zeal, that issuing from 
this temple like the Apostles from their retreat, 
they may infuse it into the hearts of the people 
committed to their care : Et perfice earn quam 
plantavit dextera tua. 

Above all, stretch forth the arm of thy pro- 
tection over the son of man, whom thou hast 
chosen for thy work, upon the first pastor, 
who sends up his supplications to thy throne, 
from this place : Et super JUium kominis quern 
conjirmasti tibi. Close thine eyes to his weak* 
nesses, indue him with virtue and strength; 
support him that he may support his brethren : 
render him the model of the flock, of which 

♦Psalm. 79. w. 15. ie. 
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thou hast constituted him the conductor and 
the chief, that walking in thy paths,, we may 
all reach that happy country, whither our fa- 
thers, and our first pastors are gone before us. 
Amen. 
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first DISCOURSE. 



ON THE INSTITUTION OP SYNODS. 



I shall add but a word, to the wise and ex- 
eellent instruction which you have just re- 
ceived.* 

It were, indeed, to be wished, that in our 
synodal meetings we had only to encourage 
and animate one another, and to solace the toil* 
of the holy ministry, by recounting, like the 
first disciples, the graces and wonders which 



♦Massilloo alludes here, mid at the beginning 
•f the greater part of the following discourses, to 
the previous exhortation of his Proctor. One of the 
principal functions of this episcopal officer, was to 
address the assembled clergy on the subject of their 
duties at the solemn celebration of the Synod. His 
instruction usually preceded that of the Bishop, 
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the word of the gospel was operating among 
our people. There should be, in this place; 
an edifying spectacle and a public testimony of 
the zeal of pastors, instead of the afflicting .re- 
proof of their infidelities and their disorders; 
and these sacred assemblies have been 'esta- 
blished, rather to provide for the necessities of 
the faithful, than to apply remedies to the weak- 
nesses and the prevarications of Priests. Yes, my 
brethren, our holy predecessors at certain Jtkneq, 
as Saint Cyprian remarks, called around them,, 
the clergy scattered over the country, and those 
who, in .the episcopal city, lived under their 
own eyes, that together they might all fortify 
one another against the seductions and the per- 
secutions of the world, qgainst the enemies of 
the faith, and the innumerable perils by which 
Xbey were surrounded : they called them to de- 
liberate with them, on the necessities of the 
churches, to hear their virtuous counsel .and 
clear up their doubts ; so that it was the same 
spirit, which diffused itself from the first pas- 
tor over the whole ministry and governed the 
entire flock. 

Zeal has since cooled; abuses have multi- 
plied ; the degeneracy of the faithful, far from 
quickening the energies, has relaxed the effort* 
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6f the pastor, and the relaxation of the pus- 
tor has completed the corruption of the peo- 
ple. 

In accusing 1 but the relaxation of pastors, I 
am aware that I am far short of the truth : for 
would to God, that we had merely to rouse 
their tepidity and reanimate their zeal, with- 
out investigating their guilt and deploring their 
crimes. 

You have just heard that the first source of 
the infidelities of ecclesiastics is a vile interest. 
From the moment that you regard the holy 
ministry as a sordid* occasion of gain ; that you 
make the gift of God subservient to a detest- 
able avarice ; that you are more alive to a mer- 
cenary profit than to the salvation of souls; 
that you exact your dues with unfeeling ri- 
gor, whilst you yourself, every day, forget or 
disregard what you owe to your people; that 
you measure the fruits of your holy mission, 
not by the increase of the faith and piety of 
your flock, but by the augmentation of your 
base and despicable profits; that you do not 
distinguish the art of arts, a ministry formida- 
ble to Angels themselves, the sacred and ter- 
rific functions of the priesthood, from a low 
and mercenary profession ; in a word, that you 
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become of the number of those infamous buyers 
and sellers, whom Christ drove, with a holy 
indignation, from his temple : yon are no long* 
er the ministers of God's mercies towards his 
people; you make void, as far as in you lies* 
hitf mysteries and his redemption ; you are, as 
an Apostle says,* clouds without water, unfruit- 
ful trees of autumn, carnal and sensual men, 
to whom darkness and judgment are reserved 
for ever. 

And hence, my brethren, Chose frequent fells 
which scandalize the faithful, and fill us with 
bitterness and afltction; hence so many pie* 
varicatioas in the ministry; hence the viola- 
tion of the holiest ordinance* of our piedeoes* 
eors, and the contempt of all rule and of a! 
authority. When the heart is infected, jits 
works quickly hetcay the corruption; when the 
source of action is defiled, the had odor soon 
spreads over the whole conduct. You aae.the 
witnesses of <tboae things, you, my brethren, 
who are faithful to your ministry ; your tears 
mingle with mine over the mournful evil ; and 
your example, if it does not correct, at least 
condemns and confounds the vicious. 

♦Saint Jude. 
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There is one consolation which I cannot re- 
fuse either to you or to myself; it is, that the 
multitude of zealous and edifying pastors whom 
I have found, in my visitation, has greatly al- 
leviated the sorrow, and solaced the affliction, 
caused by a small number of the contrary cha- 
racter. I have felt that the blood and merits 
of so many of our holy predecessors, whose 
memory we honour, still protected and govern- 
ed this large church ; that their spirit was not 
yet extinct in their sacred ashes, and that the 
arm and protection of (he Almighty were not 
yet -withdrawn from over our people. 
• Let us preserve and cherish the precious re- 
mains of this first spirit ; and let us endeavour 
to transmit it, active, pure and generous, to 
our successors, as we have received it from those 
who preceded us. 

Among the principal abuses which we have 
remarked in our visitation, there are two, to 
which we are determined to apply a remedy. 
The first, regards the females whom you em- 
ploy in your service, and whose age is neither 
conformable to the injunctions of the sacred 
canons, nor to the particular statutes of this 
diocess. The second, respects the neglect of 
that regard to place, decency and precaution. 
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which we should observe in hearing confessions, 
particularly those of persons of the other sex. 
It would be too distressing, to unveil in this 
place, the shame of the sanctuary, and to bring 
before you, in detail, the various and mournful 
reasons which we have for renewing, on these 
two points, the ordinances of our predecessors, 
and even for adding others still more severe. 
These are wounds which we must hide whilst 
we heal : it is sufficient for me to inform you, 
that the good order of this diocess, the honor 
of the church, and the edification of the people, 
imperatively demand these precautions. 
We therefore command, &c. 



[Here follow the Regulations, which not being 
necessary to the present purpose of these volumes, 
are, in this and in every similar instance, omitted.] 
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SECOND DISCOURSE. 



ON THE LOVE OF PASTORS FOR THEIR 
FLOCKS. 



You have just heard, that the faults of a Priest 
can never be light, because neglect of duty, is 
closely followed by hardness of heart. From 
the moment in which you lose that tender 
piety, which causes a perpetual dread of the 
terrible ministry, and makes man feel that he 
can never be sufficiently disposed for its awful 
duties, your functions become so many crimes, 
and abuse of the sacred functions leads to 
every thing but repentance. The altar, where 
the faithful generally find a resource, is the 
rock on which you perish, without hope or 
chance of safety ; and all the aids of salvation 
which Christ has established in his church, be- 
come for you, the occasion of judgment, and 
the seal of your reprobation; and hence, my 
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brethren, the many scandals which afflict us 
and dishonour the church; which cause the name 
of the Lord to be blasphemed, and justify, as 
it were, the derisions of the impious against 
his worship; and as in this place, we must 
speak the whole truth, hence too the contempt 
of pastors and of their ministry. We, every 
day, behold with grief, the flock in rebellion 
against their shepherd : they who, as Saint Paul 
says, ought to be your crown and consolation, 
are turned into your enemies and accusers. That 
generous zeal, which boldly reproves vice, may 
sometimes draw down on you, the hatred of the 
wicked; but such persecution has ever been 
the glory and the recom pence of faithful pas- 
tors; we ought to share it with you, and our 
authority ought to be, in such cases, your asy- 
lum and support; we will never refuse it to 
you ; and shall esteem ourselves but too happy, 
when pastors of this character shall offer them- 
selves to implore it : we have the consolation of 
reckoning many of distinguished virtue among 
you, and their fidelity to their high trust, abates 
the pain and assuages the sorrow, which a first 
pastor cannot fail to experience, from the ne- 
glect and the unfaithfulness of the subaltern 
clergy. Feed then, the flock entrusted to you, 
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with the tenderness of a father, with the vigi- 
lance of a guide, with the disinterestedness of 
a* disciple of the Apostles, with the decency 
and holiness of a minister of Jesus Christ : in- 
struct them in their duties, and let your exam- 
ple ensure the success and fruit of your in- 
structions ; appear occupied and concerned about 
their salvation alone; forget your temporal in- 
terests, and never for a moment balance them 
-with the eternal interests of their souls : do not 
convert a sacred ministry into a sordid specu- 
lation of gain : pervert not your authority to 
the unworthy purpose of gratifying personal 
animosities, nor turn the dispensation of the ho- 
ly sacraments, which should be a work of cha- 
rity, into an exercise of vengeance. It is of it- 
self already a scandal, when a pastor is alienated 
from his flock ; but it is a profanation, and the 
very height of crime, when he presumes there- 
upon, to refuse them the sacred mysteries : we 
are firmly resolved to arrest and punish this 
crying and odious abuse, which we have re- 
marked with deep regret, in our visitation, and 
which, daily complaints convince us, is but too 
common in this diocess. Judge them in the tri- 
bunal, if you will; and if you find them un- 
- worthy, follow the laws of the church, and re* 
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move them, for a time, from the- holy table: 
but do not refuse to admit them to the myste-' 
rtous pool. Jesus Christ sends to it a man- who 
was blind from his nativity, and he went and 
washed, and came seeing* The church opens 
this sacred bath to the most inveterate sinners, 
and what right can you have to close it against 
them, you who are only her ministers, and who 
have no authority but that which she confides, 
and which she does not entrust to you, Save 
for the necessities and advantages of the faith- 
ful ? Yoir belong to them, your vocation, your 
mission, your functions are for them only : give 
yourself therefore, entirely to them, since you 
are all you are, solely for them. Already is the 
faith too dead in the breasts of christians^ al 
ready is the worship of God too disparaged, the 
sacraments too neglected, without adding your 
assistance also, to harden their hearts, and to 
teach them by your misconduct, to confound 
what is; divine with what is human, the s&nc- 
tity of the ministry with the passions of the 
man. 

Can we be then surprised at the little fruit 
which you produce in your parishes? We, eve- 

♦John. c. ix. v. 7. 
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^ 



ry day, gee pastors grown old in the ministry, 
without drawing even one soul, from the evil 
of its ways, and going to appear before the 
great pastor Jesus Christ, not only with empty 
hands, but charged with their own iniquities 
and with those of their people. Render piety 
respectable, by rendering yourselves worthy of 
being respected ; inspire all with an awe and 
dread of the holy mysteries, by the profound 
ifecollection with which you will treat them: 
make virtue amiable by manifesting its loveli- 
ness and facility, in your practice. Whatever 
may be the rudeness of your people, the holy 
life of the pastor will always have its effect; 
and I may add, that the more gross they are, 
the more they are struck by an example which 
is always before their eyes: their whole reli- 
gion is in 'their senses : we ought to remember 
that the most savage nations have, heretofore, 
laid down their ferocity, at the voioe and ex- 
ample of Apostolic men. It rarely happens 
that a faithful pastor does not gain the love, 
the respect and confidence of his flock, and 
without this confidence, your ministry profits 
nothing. If then you do not possess it, blame 
yourself alone ; endeavour to deserve k by an 
irreprehensible life, by a tender charity, a pru- 
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dent zeal, an affable gravity; by a dignified and 
well sustained conduct ; do not sink to the le- 
vel of their grossness by an imitation of their 
manners; be their model and not their com- 
panion ; in a word, do not resemble them, if 
you would make them resemble Jesus Christ. 
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THIRD DISCOURSE. 



ON THE NECESSITY OP RETREAT TO 
THE CLERGY, FOR THE RENOVATION 
OF THE GRACE OF THE PRIESTHOOD. 



It would be superfluous to offer any new reflec- 
tions on the truths which you have just heard: 
it is not to instruct you, my brethren, that we 
speak in this place, but rather to recal your 
attention to what you already know: I have 
nothing newer to propose to you, than that you 
apply more to yourselves, those instructions and 
counsels, which it is your duty and your cus- 
tom to bestow upon others. It is not our ig- 
norance of the duties of our state, that will, one 
day, cause our ruin, but our having always 
known, and always neglected them; it is the 
having familiarized ourselves from the begin- 
ning of our ministry, with the most sublime 



Digitized 



by Google 



FOR THE RENOVATION OF GRACE. 153 

truths of religion, without being any longer 
moved by their importance ; and the having an- 
nounced them so often to others, without re- 
ducing them to practice ourselves. 

There was a time, when the Priest and the 
people lived in equal ignorance of our duties 
and of our mysteries : the blind were then lead- 
ers of the blind, and the ministry had become 
little else, than an occasion of fall to the chil- 
dren of the church, and of scandal and derision 
to her enemies. Light again shone upon the 
sanctuary: long trials in learning and piety, 
could alone conduct to the priesthood : the chief 
pastors did not impose hands lightly upon any 
one ; and the lips of the priest again became 
the repositories of doctrine. But this increase 
of knowledge in the ministry, was not long fol- 
lowed by a corresponding increase of fervor and 
zeal among the clergy : wo have the consola- 
tion of finding them more enlightened, but we 
have not always that of seeing them more ac- 
tive,' more pious, more faithful : and this we are 
compelled to lament the more, as there is no- 
thing more to be feared, than the knowledge, 
without the practice, of our duty ; than to break 
'the bread of heaven to our brethren, whilst we 
neglect to feed on it ourselves. 



Digitized 



by Google 



154 



ON NECESSITY OF RETREAT 



The most ordinary as well as the most dan- 
gerous evil, of our profession, is that dryness 
and insensibility into which we fall, and which 
increases, every day, amidst all the lights and 
all the terrors, the best calculated to awaken 
our conscience and nourish our piety. The 
christian who lives unmindful of his duty and 
forgetful of his God, finds in our exhortations 
and in the truths of which he was before ig- 
norant, a resource of salvation; new and terri- 
fying convictions, which turn his thoughts up- 
on eternity, and make him enter into himself: 
but for us, they have neither novelty nor inte- 
rest, and we utter them as light and customary 
topicks, which proceed from the lips, without 
touching the heart; which thus leave us just 
what we were, and which, consequently, have 
no other effect than to increase our apathy, and 
harden us the more : we bring about our own 
perdition, by the very aids which we employ to 
facilitate the conversion of our brethren. 

So we, every day, behold, among the faith- 
ful, public transgressors who enlightened by 
grace and touched by a sense of their enormi- 
ties, return to God, and lead a regular and ho- 
ly life; but have we often the consolation of 
seeing a disorderly and scandalous Priest, enter 
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sferiously into himself, and by a sincere con- 
version edify the church which he .had so often 
insulted and scandalized? It is in vain that, 
in the course of our visitations, we send them 
to houses of retreat, to renew then in the spi- 
rit of their vocation : they come out of them 
as bad as they went in ; the days spent in those 
holy places, are days of irtsemeness and con- 
straint, oftentimes of hypocrisy, but never of 
repentance: they regard this remedy as a grie- 
vous evil, and are more ashamed of the chari- 
table expedient to which we resort, to draw them 
from their disorders, than they are of the very 
disorders themselves: thus they are punished, 
bnt not changed, by retreat: and what avails it 
to chastise and afflict them, if, as the Apostle 
said, of old, this affliction does not lead them 
to penance? Gaudeo, non quia eontristati cstis, 
sed quia tentrisiati estis ad pamtentiam.* it 
is truly a disagreeable and mournful exercise of 
our jurisdiction, to employ it against those, who 
are our fellow-labourers in the same vineyard, 
who ought to share in our authority by shar- 
ing" in our solicitude, and thus be our consola- 
' don and strength, instead of being our sorrow 

*2- Cor. c. vii v. 9- 
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and reproach. And this exercise is the more 
painful to us, because they feel only the stroke 
under which they smart, whilst they are insen- 
sible to that tenderness of heart with which we 
seek to cure their disorders, and recal them 
from the evil of their ways. 

Whence comes this misfortune, my brethren? 
from our infidelities, which are ever followed by 
the disgrace of religion and the scandal of the 
faithful; which arm against us the whole in- 
dignation of God, and which draw down the 
most terrible of those chastisements, which he 
inflicts upon mortals, in his wrath, I mean hard- 
ness of heart. And do not imagine that this 
scourge is confined to gross excesses and a to- 
tal derangement of conduct ; great crimes are 
not those which we have most to dread. The 
pious and clerical education which you have re- 
ceived in this place ; the sanctity of those offices 
Which you daily exercise, preserve you, for the 
greater part, from those horrible transgressions,, 
by which innocence and piety and virtue are 
shipwrecked for ever : what we have most to 
fear, is a negligence in our duties ; a familiar and 
unprofitable use of holy things; an abuse of our 
ministry, by the tepidity with which we fulfil 
it; an insipidity of heart, amidst whatever is 
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most fitted to quicken and cherish our piety; 
in fine, a habitual dispensation of the sacra- 
ments and a continual exercise of the sacred 
functions, whilst, at the same time, our lives 
are altogether worldly and dissipated, and every 
sentiment of our heart and every item of our 
conduct at variance with the spirit of our call- 
ing ; that is to say, a system that would combine 
the most holy and exalted duties, with morals 
the most common and the most degenerate, the 
most meanly devoted to the pelf and the pur- 
suits of the world, and the farthest removed 
from those generous sentiments of fervor and of 
zeal, without which, there is no security in our 
state, and no fruit in our ministry. 

Behold, my brethren, what we have most to 
^fear, and the more particularly as we abide for 
,the greater part, in this deplorable situation, 
without anxiety, without remorse, and even 
without adverting to our danger. Gross crimes 
alarm the sinner, and may, sometimes lead him 
to repentance; but a state of inattention to- 
wards ourselves and towards our duties, a ha- 
bitual negligence in the exercise of our func- 
tions, neither strikes nor affrights us ; it presents 
nothing of that marked guilt, which raises up 
.trouble and remorse in the conscience, and. thus 
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by suffering us to remain tranquil in our pre- 
varication, leaves scarce a chance of salvation 
or reform. 

To avoid then, this terrible misfortune, or to 
escape from it, if you have been so unfortu- 
nate as to have already fallen into it, I see but 
one means, and that ia, to come every year to 
this house of retreat, to call yourselves to a so- 
lemn and rigid account; to examine before God, 
whether you fulfil those duties, in which you 
were here once instructed, whether you are 
feithful to the resolutions which you formed, 
when you were associated to the holy minis- 
try ;: whether you have not since fallen away 
from that spirit of fervor and of zeal with which 
you^were then inflamed; in a word, whether 
jo it have not violated the sacred covenant, which 
you made with Jesus Christ and with his church, 
m consecrating yourself to the priesthood. The 
lamentable distance which you will find between 
your past sentiments and your present situation, 
will alarm you, if you have yet any faith re- 
maining ; the very walls of this sacred edifice, 
which once witnessed your promises, will si- 
lently reproaeh your unfaithfulness ; every thing 
will remind you of those first effusions of the 
spirit of the priesthood, which you once received 
at the foot of the altar, in this holy place. 
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Yes, my brethren, there is a spirit of dissi- 
pation, which is inevitable in the discharge of 
public functions, and which always leads to in- 
sensibility, if prayer and recollection do not pre- 
vent so great a calamity ; there is even a dis- 
like arising from whatever is mortifying, per- 
petual and annoying to the passions, in our mi- 
nistry, which ever terminates in a criminal es- 
trangement from our duties, unless a renova- 
tion in the spirit of our calling, restore to us 
that relish and consolation which not only light* 
ens the burdens, but sweetens all the privations,, 
of our state. These are the two rocks on which 
the holy dispositions, which you at first mani- 
fested in the labors of the mission, have been 
dashed to pieces, dispositions which made us 
hope, that in you we should find faithful co- 
operators of our episcopacy, ready to share in 
our toils, to correct the abuses, to remedy the 
evils and supply some of the innumerable wants, 
of the large flock entrusted to our care. Do not 
then, my brethren, disappoint those hopes, which 
sprung from the grace that accompanied your 
ordination; come here, from time to time, to 
renew it, and to free and preserve it from that 
lethargic numbness, which is never far removed 
from death, nor from the total extinction of the 
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holy spirit. Saint Paul feared this misfortune 
even for bins disciple Timothy ; a disciple whose 
childhood was so holy, whose youth was so pure, 
and so honoured with the public testimonies 
of the faithful; yet still he feared that fervor 
might cool and zeal relent, and therefore ex* 
borts him to stir up, from tim^ to time, the 
grace which he received by the imposition of the 
hands of the presbytery.* 

No, my brethren, however pure may have 
been your vocation, however virtuous the mo- 
rals which preceded your ordination, however 
holy the considerations which conducted you to 
the priesthood, you will not support yourself 
in it, your resolutions will be soon blasted and 
forgotten, and other sentiments more worldly 
and carnal will supersede those first sentiments 
of fervor and grace, unless you enter into your- 
selves, from time to time, and stir up in your* 
, selves, the first spirit of your vocation. It is 
in those days of silence and retreat, that you 
will be sensible of your past losses ; that you 
will perceive how much you have fallen away 
from your first charity; the courses which you 
have pursued, the transgressions which have re- 

•1. Tim. civ. v. 14. 
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duced you to this wretched condition, and the 
means which you must use and the paths on 
which you must enter, to return. Alas! my 
brethren, it is but too true, that in labouring 
for the salvation of others, we have almost 
always the misfortune of forgetting our own. 
Nor will our toils profit our brethren, if we are 
not filled with that spirit of faith, pf piety anfl 
of fervor, without which pur functions avail 
nothing: we shall sow and God will give np 
increase ; we shall instruct and yet be but a* 
the sounding brass or the tinkling cymbal; 
we shall cultivate the field, and it will produce 
nothing but thorns and thistles. We must, likp 
Jesus Christ, give out of our abundance : if thp 
heart is empty, our discourses and our instruc- 
tions will be hollow and inefficacious ; if we 
f^el neither the zeal nor the love of virtue, will 
not our hearers be equally insensible? in a 
word, if the spirit of God be extinct within us, 
how shall we quicken it in the breasts of ouf 
brethren? A tepid and unfaithful pastor dif- 
fuses, a* it were, his tepidity and fainthearted- 
ness over his whole people : he exhorts coldly 
Hud from habit, and is heard with equal indiffer.r 
£nce : he is roused from his lethargy neither by 
the sanctity, nor the awfulness, of his functions, 

VOL, II. L 
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nor is his flock awakened from the slumber of 
death by his cowardly ministry or his languid 
and perfunctory warnings : he has not, I admit, 
great vices, but is it not a great vice in a 
Priest, that he has neither virtue nor zeal? It 
might be said that he is not guilty of great 
crimes, if it were not a great crime in a pas- 
tor, that he does no good. We do not re- 
ceive complaints against him, in the course 
<tf our visitation, but what complaint can be 
more afflicting or more disgraceful to a pastor, 
than that he has merited no praise, and obtained 
no commendation. We are informed that he is 
not scandalous, and that there is nothing point- 
edly vicious in his conduct ; but is it not a scat*- 
dal, that there should be nothing edifying to 
be said of him, and that the absence of vice, 
should be his only eulogy? And what can be 
more scandalous in a man consecrated to God, 
than that all his virtues should be limited to 
the barren and ambiguous merit of giving no 
scandal. 

Thou then, O man of God, fly this evil: Tu 
autem O homo Dei, lute foge.* Thou who art 
the man of God, upon earth, his minister, his 

♦l.'Tim. c. vi. t. H, 
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envoy, his co-operator for the salvation of souls! 
be worthy of these sublime and august title*. 
You are the man of God; be not then the matt 
of earth, of flesh and blood, a man like to the 
other children of Adam : and for this purpose, 
come occasionally to this holy place, to call 
yourself to account, and to take a juat view 
of the duties to which you are mancipated by 
the sanctity of your consecration, and by the of- 
fice of minister of God. He has implanted in 
the greater part of you, inclinations virtuous 
and worthy of the priesthood; do Hot suflfer 
them to droop and die in dissipation and He* 
gleet; cherish and cultivate these plants of grace 
and of vocation, before the enemy crash then 
and root them up: you have seen, and you 
still see, every day, the mournful conseque&cAs 
of the indifference and forgetfulness of your 
brethren : profit of their misfortune T>y the pre* 
cautions which you will take to avoid it: Tu 
autem O homo Dei, fuec juge. Should you 
disappoint these hopes, and blast the fair pro- 
mises of virtue by carelessness and degeneracy, 
your guilt will be augmented, in proportion as 
the regularity of your morals, the principles of 
faith and of religion which you possess, and 
the requisite talents with which you are gifted 
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for the ministry, had put you in a condition 
to serve and edify the church, in a distinguished 
degree. As I have said before, we insensibly 
and inevitably fall away and become feeble in 
the discharge of our functions: come then to 
recruit your powers, and gather new strength, 
in retreat. I shall readily furnish means to those 
who excuse their absence by the plea of po- 
verty: but I shall not cease to exhort you to 
this holy practice; and my counsel ought to 
make the greater impression on your hearts, 
because it has its source in my tenderness and 
esteem, and because it is honourable to you, 
since it supposes that you are, for the greater 
part, capable of deriving from it, all the fruit 
which we ardently desire, and for which we 
fchall not cease to prey. 
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FOURTH DISCOURSE. 



ON THE DISSENTIONS OF CURATES AND 
PARISH PRIESTS. 



•Were it necessary for me, my brethren, to 
add any thing to the solid instruction which 
.you have just received, it would be to bear this 
honourable testimony to you, that the more in- 
timate my personal knowledge of the state of 
.the churches which Providence has confided to 
.me becomes, the more edified I am, at the sub- 
mission and zeal of the .greater part of the pas- 
tors who govern them. 

All that remains to be desired, is to see this 
spirit of order and subordination extend itself to 
all the clergy of your parishes, who have been es- 
tablished to labour under your guidance, rather 
than to share your authority; to meet the ne- 
cessities, rather than dispute the rights, of your 
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churches ; to he your succour and consolation, 
instead of being your concurrents, and often* 
times the most afflicting cross of your mi- 
nistry. 

We reserve to ourselves the re-establishment 
of the rules of discipline, which, on this point, 
have been so entirely set aside in the diocess; 
we pledge ourselves to restore to pastors, all 
the authority inseparable from their ministry 
and altogether necessary for the success of their 
functions, and by assigning to each one, his 
proper place, to preserve that harmony and that 
subordination, which alone can render all the 
members of the body useful to one another, and 
without which, all is confusion and scandal in 
the church. 

It is already very afflicting, my brethren, as 
Saint Paul formerly said, that there should be 
contentions and disputes among us, about rights 
and precedence. Alas! the right of which we 
ought to be most jealous, is that of sacrificing 
ourselves for the salvation of our brethren. Our 
ministry, you know, is not a ministry of domi- 
nation, but of labor, of meekness and of cha- 
rity. The signs of my Apostleship, said Saint 
Pfcul,* are not my authority over the churches, 

*2. Cor. c. xii. 
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but the toils and fatigues which I undergo for 
the increase of the gospel. We have been 
raised above others, only that we might be more 
particularly debtors to all ; our authority is but 
a more general servitude ; our titles are our du- 
ties, and our duties are all included and com- 
prised in charity. Now charity is meek, patient, 
modest; it envieth not the glory of its bre- 
thren, for their glory is its own ; its emulation 
is limited to the imitation of their virtues; it 
seeks only the interests of Christ and of his 
church; and to it, the place of greatest honor, 
is that, in which it can most promote the glory 
of God, and render itself most useful to his 
people. 

Were we all animated by this spirit, wp 
should soon see an end to all those dissentions, 
by which the parish Priests and Curates of the 
greater part of our parishes, are so scandalously 
divided : we should no longer behold strifes an4 
contentions, perpetuated among those, who liave 
been appointed to diffuse charity and peace 
among the faithful; the divisions of the sanctu- 
ary would no longer sink its functions and its 
authority into contempt: we should no longer 
have to lament the ipipious folly of those Priests, 
who carry their quarrels to the foot of the ve- 



Digitized 



by Google 



168 ON D1SSENTIONS OF CURATES 

'ry altar, apd there vebt their animosities in th£ 
presence of their people ; profaning the majesty 
and the decency of public worship; violating 
the solemn gravity of the tremendous myste- 
ries; turning the holy temple, that abode of 
'peace and of reconciliation, into a theatre of 
hatred and detestation ; and amid those scan- 
dalous profanations, reckoning the loss of souls 
and the disgrace of religion as nothing, in order 
to preserve and enforce rights, which have been 
instituted only for the honor of religion and the 
sanctification of the faithful. Alas! of what im- 
portance to the church are those silly and tur- 
bulent rights, which cover her with reproach 
and confusion, which overturn order and-dis- 
cipline, disturb the functions of the sacred mi- 
nistry, profane her altars and her worship, and 
are an occasion of scandal and of transgression 
to her children, whose salvation is the exclusive 
object of all those rights with which she has 
invested us? 

We cannot speak without profound sorrow, 
of an abuse, become almost universal in this 
diocess. The more Priests are multiplied in 
our parishes, the more do those scandalous dis- 
tentions increase: the multitude of labourers 
- becomes an obstacle to the work of the gospel ; 
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fend what ought to be a new benediction for 
the people and a new consolation for the church, 
is but an additional snare for the one, and an 
additional subject of grief and of confusion for 
the other : and what is here most to be de- 
plored, is, to . say nothing more, that we see 
the greater part of those Priests live in a habit 
of idleness, totally unworthy of the priesthood, 
without relish or love for their duties, insensi- 
ble to the necessities of. the church, and the 
destruction of souls ; and manifesting neither 
energy nor zeal, save in the maintenance of 
vain prerogatives, from which their morals 
alone would be sufficient to degrade them, even 
though the laws of the church and the order 
of the hierarchy, had not rendered them un- 
tenable. 

Mean time, my brethren, till we shall have 
remedied this common and disgraceful disorder, 
be you at least, mindful that nothing but your 
-example, can give efficacy to your instructions, 
or ensure the success of your ministry. Often- 
times even in those churches, where the pas- 
tor is alone, and where the concurrence of ri- 
vals cannot impede the progress of his labors, 
he finds among his parishioners, subjects. of 
quarrel, of vexation and discontent. The spi- 
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rit of meekness and disinterestedness is the great 
virtue which above all, you should exhibit to 
your people : render yourselves amiable, if you 
wish to make yourselves really useful ; have 
the tenderness of a father for the faithful over 
whom you are placed, and they will have for 
you, the love of children. The haughtiness, the 
bad temper and moroseness which you, too of- 
ten, suffer to appear, render your exhortations 
as odious to them, as your persons ; that eager- 
ness for your own interests, so ordinary and so 
unseemly in pastors, causes them to imagine 
that you are more concerned about earthly lucre, 
than about the salvation of their souls, and thus 
disposes them, rather to contest your rights than 
to put off their vices : every appearance of ava- 
rice or harshness towards those rough but sus- 
picious souls, becomes in their regard, an ob- 
stacle to the progress of your ministry; and 
must it not be afflicting to a pastor, who has 
yet any faith remaining, to see that his mis- 
conduct renders all his functions abortive; that 
the dislike in which he is held, alienates his 
whole people from God, and that he is himself 
the chief cause of the victousness of his flock 
and of the inutility of his ministry? 

This we have often beheld with grief in the 
course of our visitations; the flock in rebel- 



Digitized 



by Google 



A9D PARISH PRIESTS. 171 

lion against the shepherd, the sacraments ne- 
glected, religion forgotten, the whole ministry 
without fruit, because it was without confi- 
dence. Ah ! why do you not rather take wrong? 
why do you not rather suffer yourselves to be 
defrauded, than scandalize the church of God? 
Quare nan magis fraudem patimini?* If Saint 
Paul puts this interrogation to the simple faith- 
fill, what would he not have required from their 
pastors? That holy Apostle desired to be an 
anathema for his brethren, and you will not 
bear with the slightest grievance, though it were 
to prevent them from perishing, and to render 
aU your functions profitable in their regard. It 
is vain for you to say, that you must maintain 
your rights : alas ! what rights of your*s can be 
more valuable or more sacred, than the salva- 
tion of your brethren ? Edify them, and they 
will respect both your person and your rights: 
appear solicitous about nothing but their salva- 
tion, and as a father, all their wealth and all 
their interests will be at your command : give 
yourselves entirely to them ; and far from con- 
testing your rights, or withholding what is your 
due, they will give themselves to you, without 
reserve: have for them the zeal and the ten- 

* L Cor. c. vi. v. 7. 
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derness of a pastor, and you shall quickly pos- 
sess over them,, all the authority of a master : 
the love and the respect of the flock, is alvrays 
the reward of the piety of the pastor. I know 
that there will be always some scandalous sin- 
ners, to hate him : but whilst they hate him, they 
are compelled to venerate him in secret; and 
the hatred with which they, pursue the pastor is 
then, honourable to the ministry. Render your- 
selves odious only, to the wicked ; let your zeal 
burst forth in all its impetuosity only upon scan- 
dals : in a word, desire the salvation of your 
people, and you wilt quickly discover the means 
.to be employed in order to save them. Re- 
member that a pastor, occupied in litigating 
with his people, is a barbarous father, who far 
from instructing and protecting his children*, 
studies only to plunder and undo them: and 
what renders this abuse more degrading to our 
character, is, that those squabbles and litiga- 
tions turn almost always, upon interests so tri- 
vial, that we must have a very mean idea of 
our ministry and of the salvation of the souls 
committed to us, to sacrifice them to such con- 
temptible and sordid considerations. 

Let us then, my brethren, have higher sen- 
timents, thoughts more elevated and more wor- 
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thy of our duties: in relation to the faithful, 
w* hold the plaoe of Jesus Christ, and con- 
tinue his mission and his ministry among them ; 
we are, as one of the fathers says, the vicars of 
his love for them ; let us estimate our obliga- 
tions by this high office ; what tenderness, what 
elevation, what disinterestedness, whait zeal, can 
ever suffice to fulfil them! let us leave to the 
dead to bury their dead;* let us consign to 
the world, solicitude, suits and squabbles for 
the things of the world. As for us* my bre- 
thren, we have been cafled to a nobler and holier 
struggle; we have to contend exclusively against 
vice, to limit the empire of error; to enlarge 
the patrimony of Christ ; to gain souls for hk 
eternal kingdom: every other gain we should 
regard, with the Apostle, as dirt and as a real 
and serious loss. Meditate, my brethren, up- 
on these holy truths, io which you were for- 
merly nurtured, in this house of retreat; return 
to it again, to revive their impression in your 
hearts : add this new consolation to the many 
others, which, in the course of our visitations, 
we have derived from your virtuous conduct ; 

* Dimittite mortuos «epelire mortuos. 

Mat. c, viiL v. 22- 
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let the faithful, far from complaining of you, 
always find in you a resource in their troubles, 
and an asylum in every misfortune; be their 
succour and support, and not their competitors 
and Antagonists ; overcome by your charity for 
them, those blunt and rugged dispositions which 
they receive from their low birth and rustic 
education ; and have for your people, the same 
sentiments of peace, of mildness, of affability 
and of tenderness which we ever cherish for you 
in the bottom of our heart. 
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FIFTH DISCOURSE* 



CONTINUATION OP THE SUBJECT OP 
THE DISSENTIONS BETWEEN CU- 
RATES AND PARISH PRIESTS. 



To the edifying discourse which you have now 
heard, I feel myself obliged,, my brethren, to 
add one reflection, namely, that such of you as 
are least remarkable for regularity of morals, for 
love of your duties, and for zeal for the salva- 
tion of souls, of which you shall render so rigo- 
rous an account, are the most ardent and cla- 
morous for the maintenance of vain pretensions, 
which have been introduced by long abuse: 
this is the only point of the ministry, in which 
they take an interest Little solicitous in other 
respects, to adorn their profession by sanctity 
of life, which alone can confer honor on the 
minister of Jesus Christ, they seek to honour if 
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by usurping prerogatives, which they would be 
mnworthy to possess, were they even attached 
to their particular ministry. Thus to specify 
nothing worse, idleness and pride, are in the 
greater part of the clergy, the vicious sources 
of those scandalous disputes: essential duties 
are neglected ; the disgrace of the priesthood, 
and the scandal of the faithful, are reckoned as 
nothing : and at a period too, when the clergy 
of this diocess has recently received so public 
and so mournful a humiliation,* when we should 
all unite and animate one another to blot out 
the memory of so sad and so disgraceful an 
event, by a holy rivalry of piety, of zeal, of 
concord, and of edification, we keep alive the 
recollection of it, by our daily dissentions, and 
by animosities so public, that they even dis- 
turb and divide our cities and our parishes, and 
are brought before those lay tribunals, where 
the shame of the priesthood and the reproach 
of the ministry, have been already but too nor 
torious. *" 

Our design, my brethren, was to re-establish 
order and peace, in our churches: order had 



*A pastor had been recently condemned to be 
burned by a decree of Parliament. 
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been entirely overthrown, the pastor being no 
longer the father of his people, nor the chief 
of the subaltern ministers appointed to labour 
under his guidance: peace which subsists only 
by order, was constantly disturbed, and in this 
state of confusion, the functions of the minis- 
try were without fruit, the priesthood without 
honor, the faithful without succour, and all our 
cares to remedy so universal an abuse, entirely 
unavailing. It was then essentially necessary tt> 
provide for those evils by a general regulation, 
in which the sanction of the Prince has con- 
curred with our authority : but the same spirit 
by which it has been dictated, ought to ensure 
its observance; that is to say, as has been re- 
presented to you with so much zeal, the pas- 
tors whom it has restored to their rights, ought 
not to abuse them; the curates whom it has 
re-established in that place, which the rules qf 
the hierarchy assign- them, ought to reflect that 
their situation will be honourable only in pro- 
portion as they shall render themselves service- 
able to their people ; and that they would be 
inexcusable, were they still to perpetuate divi- 
sions, of which the scandal must fall upon 
none but themselves, and of which they qlone 

TOL. II. * 
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must also bear the confusion and the punish- 
ment. 

It would be a iar greater consolation to as, 
if instead of those dissentions, so unseemly in 
the ministers of charity and peace, we were to 
aee in every place, as we have seen in cer- 
tain divisions of this diocess, the parish Priests 
and Curates of several conterminous parishes, 
uniting together in a holy association; assem- 
bling once a year, to animate each other to the 
practice of their duties; and by rules which we 
always approve with pleasure, binding them- 
selves to charitable advice and mutual exhor- 
tation, to exclude those who shall have render- 
ed themselves unworthy of so edifying a so- 
ciety, to succour each other in sickness, to 
watch over the spiritual and temporal necessi- 
ties of their dying brethren, to protect their 
effects, and the titles and registers of their 
churches, from the cupidity and usurpation of 
their relatives; and in fine, as many die with- 
out succour and consolation, to assist them at 
the last moment with all the tenderness which 
charity and the unity of the same ministry must 
inspire. 

Were these edifying associations established 
throughout the diocess, it would not be neces- 
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sary to frame ordinances like those which we 
are now about to publish, to prevent the dis- 
sipation and robbery of the titles and registers 
of our parishes, after the death of the pastor : 
every thing would then remain undisturbed; 
relatives would not consider themselves as heirs 
of those public monuments of the church, on 
which depend the public tranquillity, the cer- 
tainty of marriages and of baptisms, the secu- 
rity and rights of families and of individual*; 
and parishes, on losing their pastor, would not 
then have the additional grief of finding the 
authentic titles and sacred testimonies of their 
religion and their condition, disappear with 
him. 

But, my brethren, that these registries may 
be preserved and transmitted to your succes- 
sors, you yourselves, must be careful during 
your administration to put them in a condi- 
tion, in which they may be preserved and hand- 
ed down. We have been scandalized, during 
our visitation, at the negligence of several pas- 
tors, on a point so essential: the statutes of 
the diocess, the ordinances of the state, and the 
rigorous penalties enacted against their infrac- 
tion, the interest of the public, do not affect 
them : baptisms, marriages, obituary certificates, 
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that is, all that is most sacred, all that con- 
stitutes the security of religion and of the state ; 
all this is written on detached sheets, without 
order, without care, without precaution; titles 
so august and so holy, are scattered about at 
random, as so much waste paper: and whilst 
there is no father of a family, who does not 
scrupulously keep the deeds of his property, 
the titles of his house, and the state of his tem- 
poral affairs in exact order, and in secure re- 
gisters; pastors, the fathers of the faithful, suf- 
fer to remain in frightful disorder, the spiritual 
filiation of their children in the faith, the pub- 
lic testimonies of their christian origin, and all 
those titles which give them a right to the in- 
heritance of the children of God. One must be 
very regardless of the grandeur and sanctity of 
religion, very little penetrated with the duties 
of the ministry, very little alive to the interests, 
and even to the salvation, of his people, to be 
capable of so criminal a neglect, and to persist 
in it even after being admonished. In effect, 
what can move the heart, or touch the, sensi- 
bilities, of a pastor, if the majesty of religion, 
if what is most sacred on earth, if the public 
safety, the tranquillity of families or his own. 
honor, will not interest him ? 
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With you, my brethren, for whom this re- 
proach is not intended, it would be unneces- 
sary to continue longer on this view of the 
subject: let me therefore address to you, the 
beautiful words of Saint Paul to the Priests 
and the faithful of the church of Philippi ; they 
are touching and instructive beyond any thing 
that I could utter. For the rest, my brethren; 
preserve the deposite of faith and of truth, which 
has been confided to you ; draw from the pure 
sources of the scripture and of the fathers, sound 
principles of morals to guide both your people 
and yourselves ; banish every superstitious prac- 
tice from your parishes; never depart from the 
wise rules of truth, without which all that bears 
the name of piety is but scandal or delusion: 
De ccctero, fratres, quacumque sunt vera 
fuec cogitate* 

- Manifest a reserve in your morals and dis- 
course : let nothing unbecoming the sanctity of 
your ministry, ever escape your lips ; bear on 
your countenance that holy modesty and that 
priestly gravity which make those, who do not 
love, respect, religion : shun suspicious familia- 
rities ; and be mindful that a Priest, whose con- 

* Philipp; c. iv. v. 8. 
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duct excites a suspicion of his virtue, is guilty 
of a crime which his innocence will never justi- 
fy : Quacumque pudica, .... fuec cogitate. 

Display an inviolable equity, in your whole 
conduct; disinterestedness in the discharge of 
your functions; prudence and charity in your 
zeal ; an equal affection for all the faithful over 
whom you are placed, since you are equally 
the lather of all; no animosity save against 
vice, no predilection except for virtue ; no dis- 
tinction or acceptation of persons ; let the sole 
necessities of the flock regulate the cares, and 
the attention, of the pastor: Queeeumque justa 
. . . . fuec cogitate. 

Inspire your people with a respect for holy 
things, by treating them yourselves, in a so- 
lemn and holy manner; appear at the foot of 
the altar, like the elders before the throne of 
the lamb, struck with awe of the divine ma- 
jesty, which has chosen it for a dwelling place; 
and let the modesty, the dread, the profound 
reverence with which you accompany the tre- 
mendous mysteries, teach the faithful, the holy 
dispositions with which they ought to attend 
them : Quacumque sancta .... Juec cogitate. 

If you wish to be serviceable to your peo- 
ple, render yourselves amiable to them; not 
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by unseemly familiarities, by participating in 
their excesses, or by becoming the companions 
of their pleasures, but by sharing in their af- 
flictions and consoling their troubles : to draw 
souls to Jesus Christ, begin by gaining the 
heart; do not render the sacred ministry odi* 
ous by the rudeness of your manners, the fickle* 
ness of your temper; nor contemptible by the 
sordidness of your views, or the meanness of 
your sentiments; never deny to the faithful 
committed to you, your counsel and assistance, 
for you owe them your very life : be their con-* 
solation and they will be yours; love them 
as your children and they will love you as 
their father : Qutccumque amabUia .... hoc 
cogitate. 

Neglect nothing which may contribute to 
preserve your reputation pure and without stain, 
in the minds of the faithful ; refrain even from 
things the most allowable, when they are like- 
ly to become a subject of scandal to your bre- 
thren ; remember that the whole fruit of your 
ministry, depends on the good opinion which 
they entertain of you; do not disparage reli- 
gion by debasing yourselves ; let your example 
prepare and ensure the success of your exhor- 
tations; afford no just occasion of being re- 
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proached with any thing, which you are hound 
to interdict to others; and let the sweet odor 
of your life, diffused through your parishes, 
be a continual censure, of the vices of your pa- 
rishioners : Qucecumque borne farrue .... Juec 
cogitate. 

In fine, my brethren, if you are touched by 
the remembrance of those holy servants of God, 
who first preached the faith amongst us, and 
whose labors and blood made the seed of the 
gospel to fructify ; if you are not insensible to 
the example of the many holy pastors whom 
the mercy of God still preserves, to befcr the 
yoke with us; if you have yet remaining any 
love of virtue, and if the principles of ikith 
and the desire of good be not extinct in your 
hearts : Si qua virtus : if the praises which the 
ancient church of Ireland has obtained from 
the whole earth ; if her reputation for sanctity, 
her attachment to the faith, her stern adhe- 
rence to venerable laws, inspire you with a ho* 
ly emulation ; if it would be shameful to dege- 



It must be almost unnecessary to. advertise the 
pious and learned reader, that a slight change has 
been made in this passage, to accommodate the ex- 
hortation of the text, more immediately to the cler- 
gy of Ireland.. 
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iterate from the virtue of your fathers, and to 
dishonour a church, of which so many illus- 
trious monuments in sanctity, learning and dis- 
cipline, have testified the glory in every age, 
and still proclaim it in our own days ; Si qua 
laus disciplined if such considerations rouse 
your tepidity and inflame your minds, repair 
the past defects of your ministry by more vir- 
tuous morals, and by a new zeal in the dis- 
charge of every duty : think often of the coun- 
sels which we have proffered on this solemn 
day, and let their influence sanctify your con- 
duct and your functions : you will thus honour 
your ministry, you will sanctify your people 
and the God of peace shall abide with you for 
ever : De ctetero, fratres, qucecumque sunt vera; 
quacumque pudica, qiuecumque justa, qwecum- 
que sancla, quacumque amabilia, quacumque 
borue famte, si qua virtus, si quit laus discip- 
line, h<ec cogitate .... fuse agite, et Deus pads 
erit vobiscum. 



4 
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SIXTH DISCOURSE. 



ON THE LAMENTABLE CONSEQUENCES 
OF THE DISORDERS OF THE CLERGY. 



Nothing, my brethren, can be more edifying 
than the truths which you have just heard, and 
we have a confidence that these truths have al- 
ways formed a rule of conduct for the greater 
part of those who are now present in this 
place; but we cannot dissemble that among so 
many faithful pastors, who are an example and 
an edification to the flock, there are some to 
be found, who scandalize their people, by mo- 
rals far removed, indeed, from the sanctity of 
their state. This disorder so afflicting to the 
church, and so disgraceful to the .priesthood, 
is the more entitled to our pity and attention, 
as it has ever been the fatal source of the ge- 
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neral corruption of morals, and of the extinction 
of the faith, among christians. 

Yes, my brethren, you are well aware, that 
whilst the ministers of religion were holy, the 
church beheld with joy, innocence and sanctity 
reign among her children : the purity of Chris- 
tianity did not begin to be tarnished, till the 
virtue of its ministry began to decline; public 
morals have been vitiated only by the corrup- 
tion of the clergy, and as is said by the Holy 
Ghost, disorder had its beginning in the house 
of God. Tli us we may say, that our conduct 
alone decides the salvation or the perdition of 
our people ; upon us alone depends the enlarge- 
ment, or the decrease, of the kingdom of Jesus 
Christ upon earth; the consummation, or the 
failure, of his work ; the benefit or the inutility 
of his blood and of his mission ; the glory, or 
the opprobrium, of religion ; the progress or the 
decay of the faith, and the whole success, or 
disappointment, of the designs of God for the 
salvation of men. 

From the moment in which we are raised to 
the ministry, we become either sacred pillars 
to support the weak, or stones of stumbling by 
which even the strong are bruised and over- 
thrown; we are either serpents of brass set 
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up to heal the wounds of the multitude, or 
golden calves in the camp of the Lord, to be 
an occasion of scandal, of debauchery and idol- 
atry to his people : we can no longer stand 
or fall, alone; the destiny of the souls com- 
mitted to our charge, is. inseparably linked with 
ours. 

Now, my brethren, what considerations can 
more powerfully fecal us to the paths of our 
duty, if we have been so unfortunate as to have 
strayed from them? How frightful a situation is 
it for an unfaithful pastor, to be able to say 
continually to himself: I am placed in the 
ehurch not to edify, but to destroy; I am a 
tempter and a murderer of the souls to whom I 
ought to be a father and a saviour; I am charged 
with the dispensation of the blood of Jesus 
Christ and of the graces of his church, only to- 
employ for their perdition, all that was design- 
ed to facilitate their salvation : I am become a 
depositary of doctrine, of faith and of piety, on- 
ly to corrupt and annihilate them ; and I em- 
ploy against religion, every thing venerable &nd 
holy, which she had confided to me, to main- 
tain and defend her. 

Such, without any exaggeration, is the state 
of a bad Priest : he is by anticipation the man 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF THE CLERGY. 189 

of sin mentioned by Saint Paul,* seated in the 
temple of the living God, making war against 
Jesus Christ, and robbing him of souls, at the 
very foot of that altar which was erected to 
preserve and sanctify them. 

For, in good earnest, my brethren, what is 
to become of <a rude and ignorant people, si- 
tuated in remote and secluded parts of the 
country, and governed by a corrupt and scan- 
dalous Priest? the very thought fills me with 
.horror: they know no other gospel than your 
jnoiak, no other, religion than your respect for 
holy things, no other duty than what is point- 
ed out in your example ; your conduct is their 
law, their religion, their Christianity. Alas! 
the most faithful and laborious pastors find it 
hard enough, to refine their grossness and ig- 
norance into the spirit of a christian life; to 
purge them from indecent and superstitious de- 
votions, and lead them from animal and savage 
manners, to habits more virtuous, or, at least, 
jnore reasonable : they jnust first labour to fa- 
shion them into men, before they can form them 
into christians. 

What will become thijn of this rude and un- 
fortunate people, in the hands of a scandalous 

*ThessaL c. iL 
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Priest? all the helps of salvation become, in 
their regard, not only unavailing hut even per- 
nicious. Instruction is at an end, for how can 
you instruct a flock, which you scandalize, eve- 
ry day ? no more sacraments, for how will yoqi 
teach them to approach worthily to holy things, 
"which you, every day, profane before their 
eyes? no more faith, for how will they believe 
*what you seem not to believe yourself? no more 
abhorrence of vice, for what criminality can 
they perceive, in transgressions, which are au- 
thorized by your example? It would require 
miracles of grace to preserve even one soul 
from corruption, in a parish thus accursed with 
a vicious guide. Have you then been born 
only to be a woe and curse to your brethren ? 
and have we called you to our assistance, in 
the ministry, only to turn loose a devouring 
'wolf on a portion of the flock, which Christ had 
committed to our care? Truly, my brethren, 
•a bad Priest is the greatest scourge which the 
wrath of God can send upon the earth, to pu- 
nish the sins of men. 

But, my brethren, the more deplorable the 
lot of an unfaithful Priest, the more abundant 
are the consolations of an irreproachable pas- 
tor. He continues, on earth, the mission and 
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the ministry of Christ ; he co-operates with him 
for the consummation of the elect ; for the edi- 
fication of the mystic body of Christ, for the 
accomplishment of all the designs of his mercy 
towards men; he is in a manner, like Christ 
himself, the saviour of his people, the recon- 
ciler of heaven and of earth ; and in appearing, 
one day, accompanied by his flock, before the 
throne of the eternal Father, he will be able 
to say with confidence, like the Redeemer him- 
self of (Jiem whom thou hmst given me, I have 
not lost amf one:* they were thine before the 
beginning of the world, I restore them to thee, 
because tbou didst confide them to roe, only that 
I might sanctify them, and thus prepare them 
to sing with all the elect, the praises of thy 
mercy for ever and ever. 

♦John. c. xviii. v. 9, 
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SEVENTH DISCOURSE. 



ON THE EXCELLENCE OP THE MINIS- 
TRY. 



You expect from me, of course, my brethren, 
some word of instruction and consolation on 
this occasion ; however, I shall content myself, 
with conjuring you to meditate frequently on 
the following words of the Apostle, in his epis- 
tle to the Romans; they include every thing. 
The virtuous pastor will find in them where- 
with to be edified, and the unworthy, wherewith 
to be confounded, 

Tu qui gUniaris in Deo et nosti voluntatem 
ejus, et probas utiliora, iustructus per legem, 
conjidis teipsum esse ducem ccecorum lumen 
eorum qui in tenebris sunt, eruditarem insipi- 
entium, magistrum infantium, .... gift ergo 
alium doces, teipsum non doces* %c. Let us, 

* Romans, c. ii. vv. 17. et seq. 
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my brethren, separately examine these words of 
the Apostle, words which we cannot too often 
meditate in the presence of God. 

Tu qui gloriaris in Deo. Let us then, my 
brethren, whose greatest glory even here below, 
is to be the ministers of God ; we who owe to 
religion alone, those distinctions, which we en- 
joy among men ; we whom the dignity of the 
priesthood has drawn for the greater part, from 
a rank humble and' obscure, according to the 
world, and rendered us respectable in the eyes 
of men; we who are so jealous of the honors 
and the prerogatives attached to our state, and 
who glory in them, every day : Tu qui gloria* 
ris in Deo; let us not weaken, by our mo- 
rals, the respect due to our consecration, nor 
accustom our people to draw a distinction be- 
tween our person and our character, and thus 
visit the sanctity of our profession with the 
contempt and opprobrium due to our personal 
transgressions. Let us honour our priesthood, 
if we wish that it should honour us : the holy 
unction by which we have been consecrated, 
does, it is true, entitle us to respect, but it is 
piety alone, that can tender us respectable ; and 
when we are found not to possess it, the con- 
tempt of bur people increases in proportion, to 
vol. n, N 
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the respect which they would otherwise have 
awarded; and thus what ought to have secured 
their homage and veneration, tends but to ag- 
gravate our shame apd disgrace. The world 
knows nothing, and in truth, there is nothing, 
i^pre contemptible than a bad Priest. 

T& qui gloriaris in Deo, et nosti volun- 
tatem ejus, el probas utiliora instruct** per 
Ifigew. 

We who have been fed from our childhood 
with the most sacred truths of the law, we 
whoqs an ecclesiastical education, has early 
tfaught, not only the common rules of religion, 
but the sublime duties attached to our holy 
state, what shall w$. answer to God, if our 
morals have not corresponded with our know- 
ledge; if, with, superior information, we are 
perhaps less religious, less charitable, less dis- 
interested, less temperate, fess modest, less re- 
spectful towards holy things, than our people? 
A single truth announced to a simple christian, 
oftentimes aflects him, opens his eyes and re- 
eds him to God ; and yet we, who announce all 
the truths of religion, persevere in our lethargy 
and hardness of heart : our blindness seems to 
augment with our very lights, and we stray 
whilst we bear the torch that point* out the 
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path, and perish, whilst we save our bre- 
thren. 

Et probas vtiliora, imtructns per legem., We, 
who are well aware of the height to which the 
gospel carries the perfection df a christian life, 
the mortification of the senses, the hatred and 
contempt of the world, the detachment from 
sublunary things, the continual desire of the 
goods of eternity, we are more attached to the 
earth and its sordid interests, more covetous, 
more the slaves of our senses; we live less by 
faith and by the spirit, than our rudte and igno- 
rant people, who discriminate with difficulty, 
between right and wrong, but in whom a fund 
of religion and of the fear of God, holds the 
place of knowledge and light. Alas ! my bre- 
thren, we sometimes look upon these poor crea- 
tures, and their grossness in matters of religion, 
with a kind of contetnpt: their ignorance, it is 
true, easily leads them to superstition ; but at 
least, that superstition is itself but an excess of 
religion : the simplicity of their forth, excuses 
their pious credulity before God: they believe 
too much, for want of knowledge, and through 
the abundance of their faith ; and we, through 
want of faith, and by abusing our knowledge, 
never perform but in part and imperfectly, the 
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good which we know, and which we cannot 
doubt that God demands of us. Thus the ig- 
norance of the people leads them to some ex- 
cesses in devotion; and we, with all our pre- 
tended knowledge, live for the most part, with- 
out being even touched by the great truths or 
offices of religion, and without any sentiment 
of true piety. 

Confidis teipsnm esse ducem c&corum, lumen 
eorum qui in tentbris sunt, ervditorem insipi- 
eniium, magistrum infantium, habentem formam 
scientue et verilalis in lege. 

That is to say, my brethren, those high func- 
tions, which fill us with confidence, should be 
the subject of our unceasing fears. We are 
the leaders of the blind, ducem cacorum; but 
do we guide them? do we enlighten them? does 
it appear in the conduct of those over whom 
we preside, that they are under the command 
of a conductor and a chief; are they not like 
sheep which stray without a shepherd ? Do we 
instruct them? does our example support and 
accredit our instructions ? are we not blind lead- 
ers of the blind, and do we not precipitate them 
with ourselves, into the same pit, either by ne- 
glecting to instruct them, or by contravening 
and undoing the effect of our instructions, by 
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our morals ? and thus will not our most exalt- 
ed duties, our most glorious titles, become, 
themselves, the terrible subject of our igno- 
miny and condemnation? Lumen eorum qui 
in tenebris sunt. We are, surely, the light of 
those, who are in darkness ; but if, as Christ 
says, the light itself be turned into darkness, 
the whole body, continues he, an entire people, 
a whole church, will become darksome : Totum 
corpus tuum tenebrosum erit* God had esta- 
blished us the canals of graces and lights for a 
poor and sinful people, but if the canal be once 
stopped, infected and corrupted, nothing will 
proceed from it, but stench and darkness and 
disease, and a dire contagion that will infect the 
whole flock ; and death will flow upon this mi- 
serable people from the very source, whence 
should come the waters of salvation and life. 
We are the light of those who are in darkness, 
Lumen eorum qui in tenebris sunt; but it is 
prayer and study alone, that can render us the 
light of the faithful : prayer is the science of 
the heart, study, of the mind ; but it is the 
former alone, that can render the latter valua- 
ble and useful. Now, how can the love and 

♦Matthew, c. vi. v. 23. 
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practice of prayer be possibly combined with 
the worldly and dissipated life of the greater 
part of my present auditory? As to study ; your 
early yews are employed in the pursuit of know- 
ledge ; but the priesthood, once obtained, books 
and study soon disappear; as soon as we are 
charged with the instruction of the people, by 
obtaining a place in the ministry, we cease t# 
qualify : ourselves for the fulfilment of that ar- 
duous and imperative duty ; ,and we even fort- 
get the little we once learned, at the very pe- 
riod, when we have to reduce it every day to 
practice, and when the perpetual recurrence of 
difficulties and doubts demands its augmenta- 
tion. ErudUarem insipientium: those are call- 
ed fools by the holy scripture, who, forgetful 
of the things of eternity, devote their industry 
and application to the concerns of the present 
scene : it is for us to teach and convince them, 
. that the fear of God is die only wisdom, and 
that every thing beside, is but folly and afflic- 
tion of spirit; that to be wise, prudent, know- 
ing, eager 'ohly for the things of the world, to 
amass perishable goods, to scrape together a 
large fortune and abundant riches, to establish 
on the sand, a lasting city, without thinking 
on that which is prepared for us in heaven, 
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that such prudence is the prudence of fdolr, 
and the last and grossest of all infatuations; 
Yet, far from undeceiving them, do not our 
tares, our worldly inclinations and pursuits, our 
thirst of gain, our mean and sordid avarice, 
confirm them in their deplorable error? is not 
the avarice of Priests become so notorious, that 
it has almost passed into a proverb? is' it notf, 
almost in every place, the opprobrium of th£ 
priesthood? and do hot the deaths of pastors; 
every day, confirm this odious and shameful 
scandal, and manifest, together with the mam- 
mon of iniquity which they had accumulated; 
their hardness towards the poor, the disgrace 
and prostitution of their ministry, and the jus- 
tice of those murmurs and complaints, wllicft 
were uttered against them by their people ? 

Magisfrum infanttum. The' innocence and 
virtue of children are entrusted to us; theft re- 
ligion is a sacred deposite which God has placed 
in our hands : we have associated tfiem to the 
faith by baptism, and it is for us to foster it, 
to strengthen it in them, and faake it increase' 
by our instructions : from us they have received 
the title which has made them christians : h is 
for us to teach them the engagements which 
they have contracted by this august name, and 
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to cultivate those young plants which we our- 
selves have planted in the field of Jesus Christ: 
Magistrum bifantium. Since it is we who have 
brought them forth to the church, we ought to 
have for them, the tenderness of a mother, and 
this is one of the most essential and most con- 
soling duties of our ministry ; it is also that of 
which in the true spirit of our calling, we ought 
. to be the most jealous. I am aware that there 
are many virtuous pastors who discharge this 
obligation with fidelity ; and we ourselves in 
our visitations, have seen with heartfelt conso- 
lation, the industry and zeal with which they 
apply to this great duty: but how many are 
there who forget and neglect it ? It is with sor- 
row J say it; how many are the parishes of 
which the poor and abandoned children scarce 
know the God whom they adore; where their 
knowledge of religion and its mysteries, is de- 
rived solely from the rude and ignorant instruc- 
tions of their parents, and where Jesus Christ, 
the only name under heaven whereby man can 
be saved/ is as little known, as among those 
savage tribes who have not yet heard the ti- 
dings of salvation? and as it is in their early 

♦Acts. c. iv. y. 12, 
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years alone, that the poor of the country can 
be taught, since the labors and the necessities 
of a more advanced age, do not leave th£m the 
necessary leisure, it happens, that instruction 
being neglected at the proper season, ivhole 
parishes, entire flocks are to be found, With- 
out religion, without faith, and even without a 
tincture of Christianity ; in a word, so destitute 
and ignorant, that they need new Apostles, to 
announce to them the faith, as it was announced 
to their fathers by Austremonius* and his com- 
panions. There are too, pastors Jo be found, 
who with talents for instruction, would think 
themselves degraded by this duty, and thus 
consign it to the inferior clergy : the care of 
children, which appeared to Christ himself so 
worthy of his zeal, appears to them, a concern 
unworthy to engage their great abilities : they 
reserve themselves for more splendid functions, 
which they fulfil without effect, because in their 
discharge, they seek only themselves. 

Hear then the conclusion of the Apostle, it 
is too just and too applicable to us all, to be 
ever forgotten. 

Qui ergo alium doces, teipsum nan doces. 
You then, whose essential duty it is to teach 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ■—■ ■■■■■■ , <rf > 

♦The first Bishop of the Diocess of Clermont. 
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others, and to point out to them, the paths of 
ftatvation, you do not begin by entering on the 
narrow road, and teaching yourself. What fruit 
can you. expect from your instructions, you who 
Contradict them, every day, by your conduct? 
Youir morals have a voice, far more powerful 
tttid more persuasive than your discourse ; they 
ery continually to your auditors, despise what 
you hear, the terrors of judgment are vain, the 
duties of religion exaggerated; regard only 
our conduct, that is the standard beyond which 
you need not go, the model to which alone, you 
are bound to conform : and this deadly admo- 
nition is the only one, that produces any im- 
pression, the only one that is heard with pa- 
tience and followed with docility. 
' Qui prcedicas non fwrandwn, furaris. ^ou, 
who inveigh so loudly against dishonesty, against 
those who injure their neighbour, oppress their 
weakness, violate their rights, and by chicanery 
and fraud usurp their possessions, have you n<* 
reproach to make yourself on the score of in- 
justice? have not vexatious suits and tinjust 
demands prosecuted against those, to whom you 
ought to be a father and a protector, torn from 
them their wealth, and invested you with thehr 
spoils? Have you not coveted their gold more' 
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than you have desired their salvation ? and have 
the frequent complaints Which have arisen from 
these scandalous oppressions, even touched your 
heart, whilst they dishonoured your ministry ? • 

Qui diets non mcechandum, mcecharis. You 
who, every day, admonish the faithful, that the 
christian's body is the temple of the Holy Ghost; 
who exhort those whom you unite in honour- 
able wedloek to respect the sanctity of the con- 
jugal obligation; carf your suspicious iamilia- 
ritiefr, your cohabitation with person* of a dif- 
ferent sex, forbidden both by the $acre4 canons 
and by the particular laws of this diocess; can 
the freedom of your manners and conversation 
inspire into your people/ tf horror of that vice; 
of which you : carry the suspicion even to the 
foot of the altar, and a love of that virtue so 
dear to the priesthood, and of which you are 
so little jealous that you do not even preserve 
appearances ? 

Qui abominaris idola, sacrilegium facis. You 
who regard a Priest who renders his foith sus- 
pected, as a pagan and idolater, as an abomi- 
nation in x the holy place; you bear every day to 
the altar,' a disordered and doubtful conscience^ 
which disqualifies you for its duties and ex- 
poses you to sacrilege: you respect the truth 
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of the holy mysteries, whilst you disregard their 
sanctity, and treat them without caution, with- 
out recollection, oftentimes without gravity or 
even decency itself: you abhor those novel doc- 
trines, which attack the purity of faith, and 
you do not abhor those dissipated and uncleri- 
cal morals, with which you approach the altar, 
to insult anew and crucify Jesus Christ, the au- 
thor and consnmmator of our faith; you ima- 
gine that you honour the church by remaining 
stedfcst and submissive to her decisions, whilst 
you disgrace her, and expose her religion to 
the scorn of the impious, by violating, in their 
sight, the most venerable and the most sacred 
rf her laws :. Qui in lege gloriaris, per pr&va- 
Tvcatkmem legis Deum inhxmoras. 

Nomen enhn Dei per vos blasphematur inter 
gentes. By these words the Apostle closes his 
instruction. Yes, my brethren, let us avow 
it here, with tears : if the faith is almost ex- 
tinguished among christians ; if there are, at 
this day, to be found so many bold and licen- 
tious spirits, who treat all that is most vene- 
rable in faith, with derision and blasphemy; if 
the greater part of the people of the world, of 
those even who are esteemed more sober and 
more prudent than others, have ceased to regard 
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religion as an affair of importance; it is the 
want of piety, of modesty, of charity, of regula- 
rity, discernible in our conduct ; it is the care- 
less and worldly lives of Priests, that have led 
to those fatal extremities, and lulled the con- 
temners of the gospel into £ delusive security : 
the general desolation has had its beginning in 
the holy place. 

Nomen enim Dei per vos blasphematur inter 
gentes. It is our bad example alone, that has 
eradicated from the hearts of the faithful, what- 
ever yet remained in them of the fear of God : 
they, every day, as you well knew, allege our 
passions, to justify the like passions in them- 
selves : the example of our conduct calms their 
remorse, and thus they find in our morals, ihat 
confidence and security which their own con- 
science would deny them : they fancy .that there 
is nothing truly divine or truly serious in that 
religion, which its very ministers teach them 
to disregard ; and that vice and virtue are but 
names, assigned rather by the caprice of usage, 
than by the unerring voice of truth : Nomen 
emm Dei, per vos blasphematur inter gentes. 

And, in conclusion, my brethren, do not ima- 
gine that these reflections regard none but scan- 
dalous Priests, (I have a confidence in the Lord 
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that there is not one of -that character among' 
my present hearers ,) they respect all who lead a 
tepid, worldly and common life; who do not, 
indeed, discover great vices in their conduct, 
but also who do not eihibit to their people, a 
single virtue ; whose morals neither shock nor 
edify, whose deportment neither breathes scan- 
dal, nor inspires devotion : they are like the rest 
of men; they love pleasure, g6od cheer and 
dissipation 1 ; they hate 'prayer, study and recol- 
lection : they love the commerce and amuse- 
ftients of the world, and seek its society as a 
relief from the irksomeness and oppression of 
their functions : we receive no heavy complaints 
bf their eonduct, but neither, are we consoled 
by a single testimony of good, done by them in 
their parishes. 

' Now, my brethren, in a Priest and particu- 
larly in a pafctor, not to edify, is to scandalize ; 
to mariifest in his person, in his discourse, his 
Inclinations, his actions, in his entire manner of 
life, nothing that provokes to virtue, is to in- 
spire and authorize vice ; not to confirm by the 
holiness of his morale the sanctity and the se- 
verity of the truths which he announces, is to 
disavow them : in a word, not to be more vir- 
tuous than his people, is to be a bad pastor, and 
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to dishonour his ministry. Let these weighty 
reflections, my brethren, make us often enter 
into ourselves; let us, at least,, sometimes re- 
member, that it is not great disorders that will 
damn the greater part of pastors ; and that in- 
finitely more will fee .condemned for pot having 
done any good, than for having operated great 
iniquities tn their churches. The tree which 
bears no fruit, Is struck with malediction, das 
wall as the tree tfhich was dead and rooted up; 
and the gospel condemns the unprofitable and 
the unfaithful servant, to the same darkness, 
*#A the same eternal torments. 
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EIOHTH DISCOURSE. 



ON THE INSTRUCTION OP CHILDREN. 



To what you have now heard, on the subject 
of the most essential duty of your state-— the in- 
struction of children, I shall add one other re- 
flection, which I entreat you to make with me; 
it is this, that upon your fidelity in the dis- 
charge of this duty, depends the whole fruit to 
be expected from your own or your successor's- 
ministry. 

1 say from your own ministry : yes, my bre- 
thren, you shut out those children whom you 
neglect, and suffer to grow up in ignorance of 
our duties and our mysteries, you shut them 
out from all those benefits which they might, 
one day, find in your instructions. They are 
plants which you leave to wither whilst they 
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are young; and it will be 1 vain fef ymi to water 
and cultivate theih, afterwards; the evil cannot 
be remedied; they art no lonjgefc 1 susceptible of 
increase. Tliey are children to wtom- yew haw 
give* the Mttfr of ' firith, by baptism-; btft Being 
immediately abfendoRetf, they become KRe those 
unfbttimate foundlings the wretched fruit of the* 
inhumanity of their patents, for over ignorant of 
t&eir origin and their rights, of Jesus Christ 
of whom they are the brethren and coheirs, and 
of their mother the church, which has* brought 
them forth; and the abandonment of thteir Vfrei 
correspond* to that of their condition. NW; 
my btetbten, can you- have tft&b always uridfe* 
.your eyes, and not reproach yourselves- withf 
your insensibility towatds these innocent : vic- 
tims, to whom> it Would seem that you hate 
given the life of feMh by the sacrament of re- 
generation, only to snatch it from* them' as fit 
as you can, and extfagufcfc them as it were; to 
this cvadle, by reftising to feed them with 'thfe 
holy milk of doctrine and troth? You abhor ttai 
barbarity of a mother, who, after' giving birth 
to her infant, exposes and abandons* it; biith 
net her conduct the natural image of the cruel- 
ty of a pastor, wh6 after giving the lift' of faith 
to his children, exposes and- forsakes them, and 

VOL. II. o 
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gives them over to a total ignorance of the 
faith which they received, a thousand times 
more fetal than all the. miseries of indigence 
and destitution ? They will, it is true, bear into 
the presence of God, the august and indelible 
title of christian ; but it will be the terrific title 
of your condemnation rather than of theirs ; it 
will rise up against you, and demand venge- 
ance for the profanation and neglect, to which 
you had consigned their souls, after embellish- 
ing them with this precious sign of salvation : 
you will have made christians without know- 
ledge of Jesus Christ or of his mysteries ; and 
how will you ever repair in their regard the 
omission of those first cares, which you owed 
them? how will you raise the edifice, when you 
have ruined the very foundation ? 

But what is most to be lamented, is, that you 
are preparing the same scandal and the same 
difficulties for those who come after you; you 
will leave at your death, a malediction in the 
midst of your people, .a sore which no zeal or 
skill of your successors can ever heal. For 
let me ask you, what fruit can a holy Priest 
produce after you, in a parish, where he finds 
no knowledge of religion ; where it will be ne- 
cessary to bring back to the instructions of 
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childhood, those grown christians, whose age 
and occupations will always prevent the success 
of such an attempt? The very shame of again 
becoming children, will of itself, be an invin- 
cible obstacle to the zeal of a faithful pastor; 
who, like the Apostle, would wish to feed them 
with milk instead of solid food :* they will die 
without knowing Jesus Christ who redeemed 
them, the church which regenerated them, and 
the Holy Ghost who sanctified them ; and from 
the very bosom of Christianity, and from' amidst 
the lights of the gospel wiU go forth souls; as 
from the regions of infidelity, bearing into the 
presence of the Most High, the darkness and 
ignorance of the pagan and the savage. 

Remember, then, my brethren, that children 
constitute the most valuable portion of your 
flock, and by consequence, that which you 
should hold most dear : be not ashamed to low- 
er yourselves to the level of their wants, and 
capacities; for this is the most consoling qroi 
the most honourable function of the ministry: 
our other cares we bestow upon sinners; and 
in treating their sores and purifying them from 



* Hebr. c. v. ver. 12. 
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* fheir de01ements, we have al way* to fear lest we 
durseWes contract tome infection ; it te here thai 
we must really lower ourselves, and sink into 
die very depths of their misery and corruption ; 
but in k the care of children there is nothing to 
offend the delicacy, or bring » blush over the 
Iractity, of our ministry ; for there is nothing 
on earth, so truly great, or so worthy of our ho* 
mage, as innocence. Let us venerate in those 
lender and innocent souls, the precious trea- 
sure of the ftrst grace of baptism, which they 
still preserve, and which we have all forfeited. 
In our pubHc worship we honour those Saints, 
who after having had the misfortune of losing 
it, have afterwards, recovered it by penanee 
and Iters; and why should we not have a like 
respect for children in whom the gift of sanc- 
tity and justice still abides unadulterated? Let 
us regard them with a kind of religious venera- 
tion, as pure temples filled with the glory and 
the majesty of God, and as yet undefiied by the 
breath of satan : let us enter into those views 
of faith, and the cares which their infant [age 
demands of us, fhr from appearing mean and 
contemptible, will appear worthy of the highest 
talents and of the most exalted dignities to be 
found in the ministry. They are precious de- 
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posites in the custody of which, we must be 
vigilant; placing them with respect in our tem- 
ples, which they adorn by their sanctity, and 
preserving them from contamination with the 
same jealous caution as we do the precious 
relics of the martyrs, which repose under ou? 
altars, and which are honoured with the homage 
and veneration of our people. I shall tfot urge 
this reflection farther : we ourselves, have wit* 
nessed in our visitations, the attention and ex* 
actness of the greater part of the clergy in the 
fulfilment of this great duty ;, and bur design, 
in what has now fallen from us, has been ra- 
ther to bear testimony to their zeal and encou- 
rage their fidelity, than to rouse tlwtr tptthy, t# 
criminate their aqgtfgenc*. 
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ON THE AVARICE OF PRIESTS. 



It may appear to you, at first, my brethren, 
that the edifying discourse which you have just 
heard, on the use of ecclesiastical revenues, 
has but slender reference to the greater part 
of you. The scantiness of your income, which 
is scarce sufficient for your wants, seems to 
you, to preserve you from the ordinary abuses 
of goods consecrated to the church : you de- 
ceive yourselves, my brethren; the very medi- 
ocrity which should render those abuses less 
frequent among you, oftentimes multiplies them, 
and is, every day, made a pretext to justify them 
in your eyes. It is not abundance that con- 
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stitutes guilt, but the manner of acquiring and 
of enjoying what we possess : danger does not 
consist in the extent or the narrowness of our 
revenues, but in the greediness and the unfeel- 
ing rigor with which we exact them ; in the ava- 
ricious and sordid attachment to money ; and in 
fine, in the scandal, after having scraped riches 
together, of leaving goods consecrated to holy 
uses, a prey to the avidity of profane and worth- 
less heirs. These are the abuses, which in the 
course of our visitations, as you well know, have 
often formed the subject of our remonstrances 
and of our sorrow. 

. I say the greediness and the unfeeling rigor 
with which you exact your dues. We hoped 
to prevent this scandal by a regulation which 
determines and ensures your rights; but this 
regulation itself, this letter of the law has served 
only to multiply prevarications, either by the 
open infractions of those who contemptuously 
pass the wise limits which we had defined, or 
by the false and partial interpretations which 
avarice gives them, every day* You are well 
aware that the first quality which the Apostle 
requires in a pastor, is that he cannot be even 
suspected, of a design to render the sanctity 
and the sublimity of his functions subservient. 
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to a sordid gain : Nan turpi* Inert cupidum* 
Onr whole ministry is a ministry of charity, 
.of disinterestedness and of edification : what re- 
proach then to a pastor and a father, to sell 
his causes and his tenderness rigorously to his 
children ; to he in their regard, a strict and inex- 
piable e^acter^ a base mercenary, unconcerned 
for 'their salvation or their perdition, and sole- 
ly occupied about the earthly and sordid pro- 
fit, which he may extract from his own family ! 
Yes, my brethren, let the instructions of a pas- 
tor pf this character he without fruit, this is 
not what touches him ; let his whole life be 
spent without gaining a single soul to Jesus 
Christ; still his zeal leaves him quite undis- 
turbed; he makes no complaint of the inuti- 
lity of his mission, for he does not feel it ; 
but let his functions be unrewarded with the 
miserable pelf which he had expected, then it 
is that his grief is awakened, that he reckons 
his services lost, and begins to feel the chagrin 
of being an unprofitable labourer. I am sen- 
sible, my brethren, that the very dignity of the 
ministry blushes at these reproaches; and it 



♦Tit. c. i. v. 7. 
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i* wtfh rqgvet, I utter them before so respect- 
able a presbytery. But where could I seek 
consolation for those scandals, but with you, 
jay brethren, who are not ignorant of their eat- 
isteaoe, and who weep with me continually over 
them? Were these wound*, concealed like so 
many others, in the depths of the sanctuary, 
we might here dissemble them; but from this 
mercenary rigor, which exacts even beyond its 
stated aright, every day, spring vexatious contests 
pud scandalous suits, and even the lay tribunals 
themselves resound with the shame of the priest* 
hood. Hence the odium and contempt of the 
flock for its pastor, and hence does religion 
present to the mind of a rude unreflecting peo- 
ple, the ideas <of paltry gain and sordid traflfc : 
and what is most disgraceful to the ministry 
in these circumstances, is, that the faithful from 
phom you exact your dues with such relent- 
less severity, live for the most part, in * state 
of destitution capable of touching the most bar- 
barous hearts; and yet, far from finding in 
their pastor, a father to console and lighten 
their miseries, they find in him an inexomble 
tyrant, who aggravates their distress, and com- 
pletes their wretchedness. 
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I know it may sometimes happen, that the 
grossness or the little religion of some among 
your people, may so far sway them, as to re- 
fkise your most legitimate stipend : but besides 
that such occurrences are rare, I say that they 
are still less frequent, in the case of those pas* 
tors whose zeal, piety and disinterestedness 
rehder them respectable to their flocks; and, 
who, far from urging their claims beyond the 
prescribed limits; know how to relax their just 
rights, and to compassionate their people's mi* 
Bery, in those instances in which charity, jus- 
tice and humanity seem to demand it. I say 
that the occasional refusal of the faithful, to 
discharge the honorary due to the * functions 
of the pastor, has its source almost always, in 
the injustice and rigor of the pastor himself, 
who either claims more than his strict right, 
or more than the ability of the poor enables 
them to give. . What is very true, my brethren, 
is, that these shameful altercations which hap- 
pen, every day, between the pastor and his 
flock, occur in those parishes only, where the 
pastors are neither the most edifying, nor the 
most charitable, nor the most regular of this 
diocess. 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF PRIESTS. 



«tf 



Thus, my brethren, the first abuse, relative 
to the goods of the church, is unfeeling rigor 
in exacting them : ■ the second, is the sordid 
ayarice which after having exacted them with 
rigor, refuses to expend them on their posr 
sessof, and still less on those who are in want 
You are well aware, my brethren, and a sad 
experience daily confirms the observation the 
more, that the parish Priests, who are most 
harsh and most greedy in exacting their dues, 
are 4hey who live in the. most sordid and in- 
decent manner: they degrade their character by 
a kind of life, which the basest. ayarice alotoe 
can render supportable to them ; their bowels 
are of iron, both for themselves and for the 
poor who live under their authority. Fruga- 
lity is undoubtedly one of the principal vir- 
tues of the priesthood; but it deprives itself 
of certain comforts, solely to be the better able 
to relieve the necessities of the suffering and 
the indigent. If those penurious pastors who 
are so niggardly towards' themselves, were af- 
terwards charitable add profuse towards their 
destitute brethren, their conduct would be but 
die more worthy of our admiration pad eulogy; 
they would be adding the sacrifice of penancer 
{* the virtue of .'charity, and would recal us to 
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the memory and examples of the happiest Jhys 
of the church: but no, they are swayed by a 
mean and detestable avarice, which reodering 
them stingy towards themselves, renders them 
stiH more hardened and insensible to the mi- 
series of the poor, who are every day before 
their eyes. 

Yes, my .brethren, it would appea* that this 
rice is a malediction attached to the priesthood} 
and to what infamy does it not daily prostitute 
the sacred dignity of oar profession? We see 
Priests and Pastors, degrading their character 
to the vilest and most disgraceful traffic ; fire* 
qoenting fairs and markets; appearing mono 
covetous of gain, more intelligent in business, 
more practised in the mean and unworthy arts 
of lucre, than the rest of men; abandoning 
their parishes; leaving the souls entrusted to 
them, to perish, rather than lose a base oc+ 
eastern of profit ; and often appearing in thoet 
scenes of tumult and riot, only to augment 
their scandal, either by a profane and indecent 
exterior, or in authorizing by their example, 
the intemperance, the drunkenness, the bias-* 
phemy, and other abuses, so ordinary in those 
haunts of vice. J am not surprised at it* 
my brethren ; an avaricious and money ^making 
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Priest is capable of any thing: every principle, 
charity, religion, decency itself, the respect 
which he owes to hi> profession, is extinct in 
his heart: he is a base soul, incapable of feel* 
tag a single one of those noble sentiments, 
which the duties of the priesthood inspire. And 
what is here most terrible, and what should 
make us feel the more, the justice of God 
against a vice, which so much degrades reH* 
gion and her ministers, is, that age which ap- 
proaches us to that fatal term, when all this 
hoard' of dirt shall melt from our sight, and 
when nothing shall remain to us but our works; 
age, which should undeceive us of this folly, 
augments our blindness, strengthens this unfor- 
tunate passion, and makes it revive and grow 
in the very ruins of a body which years and 
infirmity have brought to the brink of the 
grave ; and serves only to make us rally the 
few desires and sentiments which still linger in 
our exhausted frames, in order to attach our- 
selves with greater devotedness and fury to what 
shall, in a few days, slip for ever from our 
grasp. Thou art just, O my God, and thou 
dost avenge daily, the honor of thy altars, by 
suffering this vile passion, which dishonours 
them, not to be extinguished but with those, 
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who have had the misfortune of abandoning 
themselves to its dominion. M 

For, in fine, my brethren, (and this is the 
third and last abuse of the goods of the church) 
what is the end of. this painful and sordid life, 
which, was spent in amassing unjust riches, by 
the most iniquitous contrivances and the most 
miserable parsimony? How does it end? I 
need not tell you, my brethren ; by discovert 
ing to the public, in bringing to light those 
riches so sordidly accumulated; by discover- 
ing to it, the baseness of the pastor's life ; by 
unveiling what ought to be buried in eternal 
darkness for the honor of the ministry, and by. 
terminating by a more conspicuous and dura- 
ble scandal, all the other scandals of his past 
life. Greedy relatives contest the price of the 
iniquities of this wicked pastor : these disputes 
so degrading to the ministry, are not unfre- 
quently carried before the lay tribunals, and 
thus it happens that this unworthy Priest had, 
by the basest arts scraped together his misera T 
ble pelf, only to dishonour and blacken his me- 
mory for even He leaves hatred and dissen- 
tion among his family ; detestation of his cha- 
racter in the midst of his people; a subject 
of scandal and derision to the public; shame 
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to those who are engaged in the same minis- 
try ; and affliction in the hearts of all, by whom 
the glory of the church and the honor of leli- 
gion are held dear. Hear the Apostle in his 
epistle to Timothy, predicting the fete of these 
mercenary pastors : Radix enim omnium malo- 
mm est cupidttas .... nam gut volunt dwites 
fieri incidnnt in tentatkmem et in laqueum dia- 
bolt, et desideria multa inuHlia et nocvva qum 
mergunt homines hi tnteritum et perditionem :* 
they lead a sorrowful life, full of agitation and 
wretchedness, only to terminate it, by a still 
more dreadful misery. 

Tu antem O homo Dei, htec fuge :+ as for you, 
my brethren, who are the support and the whole 
consolation of my episcopacy ; you,- who have 
not forgotten that the church has not made you 
Priests for yourselves, but that you might be 
men of God, solely, occupied about his glory 
and interests upon earth ; do you continue to 
avoid such abuses, so afflicting to the church, 
and so reproachful to the priesthood: Hate 
Juge: sectare veto justitiam, pietatem, fidem, 
charitatem, patientiam, mansuetudinem. Conti- 



•L Tim. c. vi. w.O. 10. -f Ibid. c. vi. r. 11. 
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Hue to place before you* people an example oft 
luetic*, jusHHam : do net aggravate the yoke oft 
their misery, but* regulate your claims nrtber bjc 
tilcsr wants, than your own: let them learn 
from your disinterestedness, what should be* 
tbek detachment from the good* of the world : 
da justice to yourselves,, by putting yourselves 
ia * condition, to reprove in them, a vice whkfr 
jou* condemn by your very example. Seetme 
*er+ juititum, pietatem: be mindful that go<U 
Kaeas, with contentment is great gain : Qu&&<- 
tma mmgnus pietos cum sufficients ;* that a ho- 
ly pastor who possesses the love and confidence 
of his people is never in want ; and that his 
sights are always secure when they are esta- 
blished on the tenderness and the respect of hia 
parishioners. Sectare vero 3 juettteim, pieUUe$n± 
JUkm •' render faith and religion respectable to 
those rude creatures, by appearing youiself to 
prize and venerate nothing but what relates to* 
religion and salvation : know no greater gam 
than that of the south confided to your cave*-, 
and let this be the most desirable and consoling 
recompence of your functions and your toil*. 



* Tim. c. vi. v. 6. 
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Sectare tero justitiam, pietatem, fidem, ckari- 
totem: be kind and charitable towards your 
people: all your titles proclaim the tenderness 
which you ought to have for them: suffer with 
the suffering ; go in quest of the straying; sup- 
port the weak and tottering ; be not tired of 
stretching out your hands to the fallen; be 
the common father of all your people, nor re- 
fuse your affectionate services to any of their 
spiritual or their temporal wants; charity ex-* 
ceptfi nothing ; and ever remember that all you 
possess, and all that you are, is but for them. 
Sectare vero juMtitiam, pietatem, fidem, ehari- 
tatem, patientiam : do not be disgusted at the 
inutility of your cares and of your instructions 
to your people, for God does not always reward 
the seal of his ministers, by prompt and viai* 
ble success: continually sow the good seed, 
cultivate, water; he that gives the increase 
will know weH how to make it fructify in the 
fitting time: we would wish to be paid with- 
out delay, for our pains, by their immediate 
fruit ; but God does not grant our wishes, lest 
we should ascribe to ourselves and to oar own 
feeble talents, that success which u the estclur 
sive work of his grace. Settare vero justitiam, 
pietatem, fidem, charitatem, patientutm, mansve- 
voj,. II. p 
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tudinem : in fine, let neither the defects nor the 
coarseness of the people, whom we have to con- 
duct, excuse our gusts of passion, nor ever ex- 
haust that fund of mildness which is so neces- 
sary and so suitable to our ministry: let the 
sweetness of our manners, towards them, al- 
ways bespeak that of our hearts; and let us 
render virtue and piety amiable to them, by 
making ourselves worthy of being loved. That 
zeal which sours and repels those whom it re- 
proves, is the zeal of man and not of God : 
we must first gain the heart, before we can 
render it docile ; harsh manners rather proclaim 
our own defects, than correct the defects of 
others : we must never spare vice, but we must 
always spare the sinner; and let us not alie- 
nate men irreconcileably from virtue, by exhi- 
biting it under an odious and repulsive exte- 
rior. It is not humpr, roughness or passion, 
but charity, that has established truth on earth ; 
it was not lions but lambs that were sent by 
Jesus Christ, to announce it to the world; it 
was their sweetness and sufferings that ad- 
vanced the work of the gospel, and it is by the 
game means that their successors must perpe- 
tuate and extend it among men ; it is by follow- 
ing these counsels, my brethren, concludes the 
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same Apostle, that you will secure your own 
salvation, whilst you labour for the salvation of 
your brethren : Hcec enim, faciens, et teipsum 
salvum facies et eos qui te audiunt* 



*Tim, c. iv. v. 16. 
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TENTH DISCOURSE. 



ON PUBLIC PRAYER. 



We have no doubt, my brethren, that you 
will receive with joy and gratitude the new 
breviary which we now present to you. It is 
an assistance and a consolation which was want- 
ing to the church of Clermont, and one of 
which she was not unworthy ; for we may say 
to her praise, that she has not degenerated 
from the decency and the gravity, with which 
the public office was celebrated in ancient times, 
and that in this particular, our cathedral has 
always served as a model to all the churches 
of the diocess. 

You know, that public prayer is the most 
ordinary and most abundant channel of the 
graces which God pours upon his people ; and 
too much care cannot be used, in eliminating 
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from it every thing that might distract the mind 
and dry up the heart; or in concentrating in 
it, whatever is capable of fixing the attention 
of the one, and of affecting and inflaming the 
other. This we have proposed to ourselves in 
the composition and arrangement of this new 
breviary : we have retrenched whatever appear- 
ed to us unsuited to the decorum and dignity of 
the divine office, and have substituted those pas- 
sages of the scriptures and of the holy fathers, 
which seemed to us best calculated either to 
instruct us in our duties, or to excite in us 
those tender and lively emotions of repentance, 
of supplication, gratitude, love, and adoration, 
which constitute before God, the entire merit of 
our prayers. 

We have suffered nothing fabulous or even 
doubtful to remain, in the lives of those Saints 
whom the church proposes to our respect, both 
as models of virtue and objects of our public 
veneration: they have left us examples of every 
virtue so certain and so incontestable, that the 
church has no need of recurring to fictitious 
relations, to conciliate the admiration and res- 
pect of her children to those heroes of reli- 
gion. The religious systems which have been 
devised by man, require to be supported by the 
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aid of human invention and accredited by ima- 
ginary wonders, but truth need look for no 
support beyond herself. In the large calendar 
of the blessed, we have preferred those, who 
have sanctified this province by their blood, 
their virtues, and their Apostolic labors; or 
those, whom this church, once so prolific of 
saintly missionaries, has sent forth to convert 
and sanctify other nations. We had a right 
to reclaim those who once were ours — the 
happy fruit of the land which we inhabit; and 
to divide the advantages of sharing in their 
protection, with those countries which they en- 
lightened by the splendor of their miracles and 
the sanctity of their lives; they are so many 
intercessors which this church has transmitted 
to heaven, and she has a just title to share in 
their patronage and mediation. 

Happy we, my brethren, if whilst our atten- 
tion is recalled to those holy models, by the 
recital of the public office, we find in them, 
domestic examples of holiness not to condemn 
our degeneracy, but to direct and animate our 
virtues. 

Thus, my brethren, this new public office 
and the new assistance which it offers to our 
piety, should be met by us with' a renovation 
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of fervor and of zeal, in the performance of this 
pious duty. Prayer is the soul of the priest- 
hood, it constitutes the stay, and ensures the 
success, of our ministry: it is the sacred foun- 
tain which waters the seed sown by us in the 
hearts of our people, and which gives to it, 
all its increase. A Priest and a Pastor who 
does not pray, is a dry channel, a cloud with* 
out water. Now, to pray with our lips, with- 
out attention, without one feeling of piety, 
without any sentiment of religion, is truly no 
prayer; it cannot be called communing with 
God, for he hears the heart alone : it is not the 
mouth but the heart that prays. Yet how ma* 
ny Priests are there, who are unacquainted 
with any other prayer, than the rambling and 
hurried recitation of their breviary ? It is for 
them a painful task, which they endeavour to 
perform with such precipitation, that when it is 
over, they scarcely know whether they have 
spoken with God; at least they have neither 
recollection nor feeling of what they uttered, 
nor have they any other sentiment than that 
they have discharged a debt, and shaken off a 
yoke, which embarrassed and straitened them. 
They depart from prayer, as much strangers 
to Go4, as they approached it: from it no- 
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thing* accrues to their people for whom they 
have offered no petition, and for whom in the 
ordinary dispensations of Providence, the pray- 
ers of the pastor are the fountains of grace: 
and as to themselves, what can they derive from 
it, but the increased indignation of heaven, and 
a stronger disgust for whatever has reference 
to piety, to the glory of God and to the sanc- 
tity of their ministry ? 

Yet, my brethren, we are established on earth 
as public mediators, whose chief duty it is, to 
intercede unceasingly with God, for the ne- 
cessities and the iniquities of our people. The 
church which prays continually for her chil- 
dren, borrows our tongue and utters her sup* 
plications by our mouth: we are the inter- 
preters of her vows and her sighs, and as de- 
puties to represent to the Almighty, the scan- 
dals which dishonour and afflict her, the trou- 
bles and divisions by which she is torn ; the 
wounds and sores by which she is afflicted and 
disfigured, and unceasingly procure remedies 
for those evils, which the depravity of her chil- 
dren continually renews : public graces are then 
attached to those public prayers which we of* 
fer, every day, to God, in the name of the 
church. Yes, my brethren, pious princes, ho- 
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)y pastors, Apostolical labourers, the extraor- 
dinary men whom God raises up from time to 
time in his church, the triumphs of the faith, 
the extirpation of error, the renovation of piety 
among the faithful, the tranquillity and abun- 
dance of empires and states, all those blessings 
we owe exclusively to the public or private 
prayers which the church puts up to the Lord 
of all, by our mouth : and it is equally true, 
that to the irreverence/ the inattention, the dis- 
gust with which the greater part of pastors ac- 
quit themselves of this pious and sacred duty, 
the estrangement which they feel from what- 
ever may be called prayer, the church owes 
the scourges, the calamities, the troubles, the 
licentiousness, the public and private evils un- 
der which she has so long groaned. 

The general destiny therefore of the faithful, 
of states and of empires is, as it were, in our 
hands. Judge then, my brethren, whether a 
Priest and a public minister charged with the 
vows and the interests of his people at the 
court of the Almighty, should consider public 
prayer as a disagreeable and onerous duty, and 
private prayer as a work of supererogation, 
from which he is dispensed by the recital of 
his breviary, and the nature of his other func? 
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ttons. A Priest, my brethren, is a man of pray- 
er; this is his condition, it is his safeguard, 
his primary and perpetual duty ; and 1 may 
also add that it is his surest comfort, his en* 
tire consolation. 

For, alas ! my brethren, what other consola- 
tion can a pastor find on quitting the most 
painful of his duties, than to cast himself at 
the foot of the crucifix, and there weep before 
God, oyer the impenitence of his people and 
the ill success of his labors ; . to entreat him to 
give a blessing to his endeavours, and incline 
his mercy towards such of his flock as his jus- 
tice seems to have abandoned ; to thank him, 
in fine, and refer all the glory to him alone, 
when through his ancient mercies to his peo- 
ple, any of them are withdrawn by his minis- 
try, from the ways of perdition to the paths 
of virtue and truth ? No, my brethren, .our 
instructions shall be ever 6terile, if our pray- 
ers and tears do not render them fruitful. We 
often excuse ourselves from the duty of instruc- 
tion, by the plea that we have not received 
from nature the great talents requisite for this 
important office ; but, my brethren, render your 
instructions efficacious by prayer; that alone 
will make up for every other talent, and with- 
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out it, the most shining talents will be but as 
the tinkling cymbal. 

And truly, my brethren, can a pastor live 
among his parishioners, and behold them abi- 
ding in sin and perishing daily before his eyes, 
and yet not be moved to prayer, or pray rare- 
ly, or pray without fervor and zeal, or con- 
fine his prayers to the cold, heedless and pre- 
cipitate recitation of his breviary ? Aaron, the 
high Priest, seeing a part of his people struck 
by the hand of God and expiring around him, 
ran, says the scripture, to the midst of the mul- 
titude, between the dead and the living; he 
raises his hands to heaven and pours a flood 
of tears over the fate of his perishing bre- 
thren; he cries aloud, and supplicates the Lord; 
the raging flames are quenched, and the sword 
of the anger of God is withdrawn from Israel: 
a good pastor never prays in vain for his peo- 
ple: Stains Jar on inter mortuos ac viventes, 
pro populo deprecatus est, et plaga cessavit* 

Behold, my brethren, the image of a good 
pastor. He walks amidst his people, as it were, 
between the dead and the living; he sees ma- 



* Numbers, c. 16. v. 43. 
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ny dead at his side, and others ready to ex* 
pire, giving but some feeble signs of life ; in 
the crimes which prevail among his flock, he 
beholds the invisible sword of the anger of hea- 
ven plunging numbers into eternal death; this 
he sees, and it is a spectacle which is every 
day under his eyes. If he be not moved at 
ft, he is no pastor, he is a mercenary hireling, 
who beholds his sheep perishing, without emo- 
tion ; he is a minister who has forfeited, or ne- 
ver received, the grace of the priesthood. But 
if the mournful sight touch his heart, ah ! what 
should be the first impulse of his grief and of 
his zeal? what but to address himself to him 
who hath power of life and death, who lead- 
eth down to hell and bringeth up again;* to 
offer him the abundant tears of his sorrow and 
of his love for his people; to remind the an- 
gry judge, of his ancient mercies; to move 
the tenderness of the Father of all, by his sighs 
and groans, and offer himself as an anathema 
for his brethren? Starts Aaron inter mortuos 
ac vioentes, pro populo deprecates est, et plaga 
cessavit. 



*Wisd. c. xvi. ▼. IS.— -Tob. c. xiiL v. 2. 
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No, my brethren, a Priest, a Pastor who 
does not pray, who loves not prayer, belongs 
not to the church which prays without intermis- 
sion; he has no communion with her spirit of 
charity and prayer. He is a barren and wither- 
ed tree which cumbereth unprofitably the field 
of the Lord: he is the enemy and not the father 
of his people, a hireling who has usurped the 
place of the shepherd, and who flees on the ap- 
proach of the wolf, because he is a hireling and 
has no care for the sheep* Thus, my bre- 
thren, be more faithful to the duty of prayer, 
and your functions will become move success- 
ful, your people more virtuous, your labors less 
disgustful; and the miseries of the flock and 
the evils of the ehurch, will diminish. 



* John. ex. v. 12. 
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ELEVENTH DISCOURSE. 



ON THE DECOROUS PERFORMANCE OF 
THE CEREMONIES OF THE CHURCH. 



The new ritual so long expected in this dio- 
cess, has been appropriately and eloquently an- 
nounced to you ; and we have only to add, 
that this new aid, with which we present you, 
for the exercise of your functions, should awa- 
ken in you new desires to perform them in a 
manner still more worthy of their holiness. Yea A 
my brethren, let us often call to mind, in the 
presence of God, all the grandeur and subli- 
mity of our various duties : let us appear at 
the foot of the altar penetrated and terrified by 
the power which we receive from Jesus Christ 
over the souls of christians, who are the price 
of his blood, and who are destined to form but 
one Christ with himself, to glorify the Almighty 
Father, during the ages of eternity : let us fill 
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ourselves with these great truths, which areas 
the soul and the substance of our priesthood ; 
then shall decorum, disinterestedness and the 
spirit of piety and zeal sanctify every office of 
our ministry. 

I say decorum : alas ! my brethren, and are 
we then reduced to the necessity of exhorting 
Priests themselves to respect their own minis- 
try, a ministry which even the Angels view 
with respect and awe ? As there is nothing 
more grand or more august, on earth, than to 
exercise in the place of Jesus Christ, the func- 
tions of his eternal priesthood, so there is no- 
thing that should be accompanied with greater 
modesty, recollection and gravity, with more 
religious decorum and respect, than the per- 
formance of the pastor's duties. These are the 
maxims which we once imbibed in this holy 
place: we know that in the exercise of every 
office, we put on, as it were, the person of 
Jesus Christ, we are mediators between God 
and men, and continue in his place, the ministry 
of their reconciliation. What can be more cal- 
culated to penetrate us with a holy fear, if we 
but enter a little into ourselves, and consider 
what we are, compared to the celestial office 
which we discharge? 
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But those impressions so conformable to faith, 
wear away by long usage. Had we to dispense 
the sacraments and exercise the other solemn 
functions of the church but once, during the 
entire course of our priesthood ; ah ! then in- 
deed we should surely feel a sacred horror in 
approaching them : we should be fully sensible 
of the divinity of the duty, and of the many im- 
perfections, the miseries and the weakness which 
render frail men like us, unworthy to discharge 
it. But as though these divine functions lost 
something of their holiness by frequent use, or 
that we became worthy of them, in propor- 
tion as we administer them with less of de- 
cency and preparation, they no longer awaken 
our faith ; alas I not even our attention ; they 
are no longer for us, a work of religion, but 
a mere service enjoined by our state, which is 
distinguished by no internal nor external dispo- 
sition from the other actions which constitute 
the ordinary detail of our lives, except perhaps 
by greater indecorum, carelessness and hurry. 
The High Priest of the law entered but once 
in the year, into the Holy of Holies ; and what 
solemn preparations, what careful precaution, 
what infinite attention were used that he might 
not fail in the minutest of the ceremonies pre- 
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scribed for an action, of which after all, the 
mere blood of an animal constituted the whole 
majesty ? We, my brethren, with the blood of 
Jesus Christ in our hands, enter every day into 
the true Holy of Holies, of which the first Was 
but the shadow; we offer it to his Almighty 
Father, and in the administration of the sacra- 
ments we dispense it to the people; and thus 
we are, by the functions of our priesthood, a 
thousand times more exalted and venerable, 
than the Pontiff of the law. Yet, let us com? 
pare the majestic solemnity, the numberless 
precautions, the religious punctuality which 
characterised his ministry, with the careless and 
perfunctory manner, in which we daily exer- 
cise our far more elevated and formidable of- 
fice; alas! my brethren, shall 1 reveal the 
truth? we often discharge it, even without re- 
ference to God, a duty which religion pre- 
scribes even in our most ordinary actions; we 
discharge it without dignity, without decency 
and with an air of carelessness and of preci- 
pitation, which we would not dare to manifest 
in the duties of society which we render to 
men. We are, every where else, more on our 
guard, more attentive and decorous ; it is only 
in treating with a God of holiness and terror 

VOL. II. Q 
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that we appear without concern or reserve: 
it is only in the exercise of the divine func- 
tions which he has committed to us, thtot we 
indulge our whims, our humors, our caprices, 
without any constraint ; that we take no pains 
to correct the indecorum and disorder of Ottr 
manner and of our appearance; that \ve disre- 
gard and debase our Religion, and habituate 
fcur people to respect neither our ministry ti6t 
our persons. What affects me most, -toy 'bite- 
thten, is to find that this scandal is no Where 
so frequent, as among the ministers 6f the 
only religion which God has established cm 
earth. Read the histories of ancient nations, 
and you will learn with what respect the priefeta 
of their idols performed the ceremonies of their 
extravagant and sacrilegious worship : they 
would have fancied the empire menaced with the 
greatest calamities, if through want of caution 
and exactness, the empty pomp of their cere- 
monies were disturbed, or the least circum- 
stance omitted in the superstitions detail. Tra- 
vel into those extensive regions where a fake 
prophet has long usurped the homage due 
to none but Jesus Christ, and see whether 
you can discover among his ministers in the 
mosques of the dissolute east, the dissipation, 
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the indifference, tye apathy ^nd uricon^ern 
which we are compelled to deplore among our- 
selves: Transite pfl jhpsplas Cetiiim, et vidptp: 
et in Cedar miltite, et considerate vehement^ si 
factum eft hujuscemodi* 

Jfo, piy brethrep, we alqne who aje the mi- 
nisters of the everlasting covenant ; w { e aloqe 
who discharge, in tlje .place of ^Jesus Christ, 
the /functions of,ftis eternal priesthood; we alone 
who are charged with the only remedies .that 
i^ve been ordained to heal the disorders, and 
operate tije salvation, of the whole parth ; ^we 
Alone, for whom a God made flesh, becomes a 
victim on our altars, to consecrate our offer- 
ings and sanctify pur duties; we alone appear 
unmoved by l^e sublimity of qur. functions, and 
instead of that .holy solemnity and that di^i^i- 
Jied gravity, which should mark our personage 
and deportment, and inspire the. faithful wi}h a 
religious respect for the pastor and his .office, 
we exhibit nothing but Uje insipidity and un- 
copcern pf.t^e^ert of p\en in tlje ^ost indif- 
ferent actions .?f tbpir ljyes. iT^iat religion, 
which Mlpne.h^s. formed tjie,§ajnts in every gge, 



♦Jeremj^h. c. ii.. t v. JO. 
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is dishonoured by the men to whom it is con- 
fided, and they are as dissipated and careless 
in the temple of the living God, as in the most 
indifferent actions which they perform in society 
or at home: Transite ad insulus Cethim, et 
videte si factum est hujuscemodi : the first dis- 
position then for the right performance of our 
duties, is a decorous exterior. 

But, my brethren* the religious respect which 
we owe to our exalted functions, should b£ writ- 
ten not only in our whole exterior, but more- 
over, should be marked in the purity and the 
elevation of our views. When we perform our 
duties with decorum, we do not indeed scan- 
dalize our flock; but nevertheless we draw 
down the anger of heaven, both upon ourselves 
and upon our people, when we are influenced to 
discharge them, by sordid and unworthy mo- 
tives : the second disposition therefore, is dis- 
interestedness. 

Alas! my brethren, whilst we apply to our 
people, the divine remedies of their -spiritual 
diseases, what motive could influence us, save 
the charity of Jesus Christ, who intrusts them 
to us, and the desire and zeal of the salva- 
tion of our brethren? Is it possible that in 
distributing the graces and treasures of hea- 



Digitized 



by Google 



Or RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES. 245 

yen, a pastor could propose to himself a sor- 
did and temporal profit? regardless of the suc- 
cess of his functions and of the inestimable 
fruits which the faithful may draw from them, 
can he occupy himself about the miserable 
earthly advantage which may accrue to himself? 
can he go still farther and squabble with his 
parishioners about the price of the blood of 
Jesus Christ, have the baseness to demand his 
infamous wages in advance, and thus deprive 
.the poor, for whom Christ died, of the same 
right and the same facility of approaching the 
fountain of life, as the rich? If there be a pas- 
tor of this character to be found in this vene- 
rable assembly, may his money perish with 
him:* this is the anathema and the excommu- 
nication, which together with this venerable 
presbytery, we pronounce against the wretch, 
after the example of the first of Bishops. 

No, my brethren, of all the duties of the 
pastor, disinterestedness is that which chiefly 
ensures the success of his labors and the love 
.of his people. And do not imagine that this 



* Pecunia tua tecum sit ia perditionem. 

Acts. c. viii. v. 20. 
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disinterested ri£s4 will ever expose him to indi- 
gence; a' pastor who is* respected and loved 
by his people, is always rich. I do not meart 
tfiat whilst he distributes spiritual riches and 
blessings to his (lock, he may not be permit- 
ted to deceive temporal onfcd in return ; but I 
stty, that it is disgraceful to the Priest atid td 
his ministry, to exact them with harshness and 
rigor: I say that it is k crying scandal to treat 
Of ttiein fits ofofc would, of a menial service, and 
io adopt ttieafcures for sectoring the sordid re- 
compence : I say that the laws which regulate 
the pastor's stipend, are designed to controul 
Tlis kvaric^ and not tb limit his charity : I say 
that he ought to receive it, as a father re- 
ceives the tribute of his children's tenderness 
and piety, and not ds the mercenary claims the 
price of his labor, or as the unfeeling exacter 
tears the excessive tribute from k people over- 
whelmed with wretchedness : I day, in fine, that 
it rarely happens that the poorest flock will 
not, thrbugh a motive bf retfgion, find in its 
vfery ihdigence, wherewith to remunerate thfe 
cares and services of a charitable pastor, and 
that the faithful are seldom penurious and un- 
grateful, except in jiansfce* whterfe XH'e Priest is 
mercenary and avaricious. 
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LftJ us remove thi? anathema from amongst 
M& n>y brethren : you know, that it is the iqosj 
Universal mark of infamy which the world com- 
bjflfcs tp c^st upon, the sanctity of our. ministry. 
Jftq judgments upqn evf?y thing else, are false 
aod; ftnjust : . ^nd sh$H i£ never be right except 
tgainftt ua, and shall oyr conduct continue* foe 
ever^ a public »p»Jogy for thp malignity which 
Aft fcajrs u»?! Thjs ill-will of worldlings, and 
ifrfr justification which our lives afford it, is the 
mo^t ordinary and the most lamentable impedi- 
ment to the success of our functions. A gree- 
dy and hireling Pastor loves not his flock, he 
loves but its fleece; and his flock which knows 
him, regards him not as a father but as a ra- 
venoitft wolf, and the more qo, my brethren, 
since however slender may be the incojne which 
some of you pqssegs, it will be always tru^ 
tfcat yQij, Jive amongst ap impoverished people, 
who look upon your situation with envy, ant4 
in whose feyje* yojur campet^Qcy compare*} with 
ttieir rojsti&ble conAftiop, appears 3 st#f$ of 
opufcneft. Remove then by charity and djsip- 
teregtedftetfij that alienation with which tip? 
difference 9? condition canqot fail of ipspifjng 
.jjoMjr. people (or ^igi^n and its mini^er^: do 
no* *riye them 40 e^miti^s \>y ^ l^r^p^s, 
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which would make them blaspheme the sancti- 
ty of the ministry , the maledictions of which al- 
ways fall upon us : show them, after the exam- 
ple of the Apostle, that if you are in abundance, 
it is but for them, or if you are in poverty, it 
is but through your love for them ; that if they 
suffer, you suffer also with them ; that if they 
are consoled, you are also in consolation; and 
that, in fine, you are all you are, but for thrift* 
Pour into our hearts, O Lord ! these sentiments 
of priestly charity and tenderness; and ren- 
der us worthy to bear before thy people, the 
venerable name of pastor and of father, with 
which thou hast honoured us. 

It is certain, my brethren, that nothing but 
true piety can make us enter into these ge- 
nerous sentiments, and enable us to discharge 
our difficult and exalted duties with disinterest- 
edness and decorum : the last disposition there- 
fore is piety. 

This is the great principle, which regulates 
all the rest. Preserve the spirit and the grace 
of your vocation as the most precious of all 
treasures : never approach the sacred functions, 
1 will not say with a guilty conscience, (for I 
speak to the ministers of the Lord and not to 
sacrilegious intruders,) but never approach them 
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with a clouded and doubtful conscience, that is 
to say, agitated by a thousand remorses which 
you cannot calm, and from which you cannot 
justify yourself: then neither indecorum nor 
base interest shall profane the sanctity of 1 your 
functions, for we do not fall into those abuses, 
before men, till we have first fallen away from 
the virtues and the grace of our vocation, be- 
fore God. Remember that a Priest holding al- 
ways in his hands, the mysteries of religion and 
the graces of the church ; always occupied ei- 
ther in offering up the adorable victim, or in 
communicating to the faithful, the price of his 
blood, there is for him no medium between 
piety and sacrilege, and if he be not a Saint, 
he is but little removed from a sacrilegious 
sinner. 

Alas ! my brethren, people of the world are 
lost, by spending their lives in a perpetual round 
of profane amusements, pleasures and occupa- 
tions, which are incompatible with' salvation, 
and which cause them to forget the great truths 
of religion; and we are lost amidst the most 
holy employments and duties, which bring the 
great truths of faith continually to our minds; 
and we contract new diseases, in applying to 
others the remedies of life. The world damns 
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itself, because it is occupied only about the 
things of the world;: and we damn ourselves 
whilst, we appear occupied only about work* of 
holiness What resource can remain for an un- 
faithful Priest, if all that i& most sacred and 
terrible in religion but hardens and defiles 
him? 

Reaember the history of the sons of Heli.* 
Though honoured with the priesthood,, they 
found in. the sanctity of their functions, the 
rack on which their innocence, was dashed to 
pieces: the offerings of the people multiplied 
their profanations, and each succeeding sacrt- 
§ee was for them a pew crime : God struck 
tkent with a malediction, and avenged the ma- 
jesty of his worship, and the glory of his name: 
the priestly succession was extinguished in tbftt 
criminal family, and forty thousand Israelites 
perished by the sword etf the Philistines, to 
expiate its sacrilegious abominations: the lamp 
of Israel went out, the sacrifice ceased and the 
ark of the covenant became the prey of the imh 
circumcised. So many were the scourge*, that 
it would appear the anger of God had eahaustr 



♦1. Kings. <u2. 
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ed its chastisements, iti punishing' the profana- 
tion of an alter And a worship that were tart 
figurative and void ; in avenging the Mood of 
goats And eft oxen which the crimes Of his mi-* 
fuster* had defiled. 

What chastisements, will not the profana- 
tions of the altar on which hid oftly Soil is im+ 
molated, the defilements fcrtd irrevereviees which 
insult the bldod of the new 1 alliance, draw down 
on our guilty heads? Who can say, whether 
the mournful scourges with which our people 
are already afflicted ; the disorder of the sea* 
sons, the failure of the cropfe, the extraordi- 
nary atod dreadful civefttei which seem to com* 
bihe ih our days, to overwhelm a people al*- 
ready Wretched Arid heartbroken ; the decay and 
extifrction of almost all ftith and all piety in the 
world : who c&h toy whether the daily perils of 
the chutxh-^of the holy ark, from dispute* and 
contentions, and the still more dangerous at- 
tacks with Which she is threatened; the rapid 
and frightful growth of incredulity which i* 
daily raising itself upoft the rains of that faith, 
of which 6ur natiotail church had been always 
a trusty and venerable depositary ; who can say 
Whether all these scourges are not ihe chastbe- 
tttattfb e*e'fcis*d by -a &>d outraged hi b»mjf$> 
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teries and his benefits ; and who can say whe- 
ther they do not even menace others still more 
dreadful? It would be for us, who are esta- 
blished mediators between God and man, to pre- 
vent and suspend them: and it is perhaps we 
ourselves that bring them down from heaven; 
perhaps the arm of the divine anger is raised 
pnly to punish our irreverences and our profa- 
nations ; and that we, who ought to be the mi- 
nisters of reconciliation between the Lord and 
his people, are the sole object of all his venge- 
ance. No, my brethren, read the holy scrip- 
tures, and you will find in every part, that the 
sins of the Priests, never go unpunished : God 
always avenges the dignity and the glory of his 
insulted worship; and either strikes kingdoms 
and their inhabitants with the most direful ca- 
Jamities, or what is still more terrible and still 
jnore common, he strikes the Priests themselves 
with impenitence and hardness of heart. 

Let us, my brethren, awaken to the truth of 
those terrific sentiments :. and although through 
the mercy of God, I have this consolation, that 
of the great number of venerable pastors who 
now hear me, there is not, perhaps, one, who 
does not dispense the mysteries of faith and 
t^e graces of the church, in a manner worthy 
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of God, still let me entreat them to redouble 
their fervor and their zeal : let them weep un- 
ceasingly before God, over the infidelities of 
their brethren, over the opprobrium which they 
cast on the majesty of religion, and over the 
fatal calamities which ever result from .their mis- 
conduct. Let us, my brethren, arrest by our 
prayers and our sighs, the arm of God's anger 
ever raised to revenge the profanation of his 
sanctuary: let us restore to the church, by a 
well sustained and edifying conduct, that ho- 
nor and that glory, of which worthless and un- 
faithful ministers are depriving her, day after 
day; let us, by our priestly demeanor, render 
religion respectable even to those who do not 
love it : let us compel the world to change its 
profane insinuations against persons consecrated 
to God ; and let the very presence of a Priest, 
become a censure on its disorders, and not a 
pretext to authorize and justify them. Vice, my 
brethren, will have much less sway in the world, 
from the moment that we shall begin to preach 
virtue by our example and our lives. 
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-Nothing canlbe nwe^splid, my brethren, than 
the edifying .reflections which : you have ju$t 
beard. You have been told, ,aod I repeat it, 
that prayer is the first /and the .meet inseparable 
duty of the ministry : it is, if I iwy ,90 epe^k, 
the -soul of the priesthood, .and the only safe- 
guard of the pastor; it alone can relieve the 
disgusts, soften down? the disappointments, apd 
.prevent .the dangers, of your functions; $qd 
there is nothing else that, can ensure the suc- 
cess of your labors. 

Yes, my brethren, prayer constitutes our 
only safety, in the course of our ministry. We 
have our miseries and our weaknesses, alas! 
and they are even the more to be feared by 
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«s, as (hey still subsist with as, and accom- 
pany us in the most holy of our duties. Our 
(situation, which on the owe hand/ requires tint 
in treating the tremendous mysteries, our > lives 
ifchouto imitate the life of Angels;* and whidh on 
the other/leaves us always wesUtyulfroys subject 
to the -tame failings, always sluggish im the 
practice 4of our -duties ; always giving too much 
to our senses/ to sloth, to hiun or; ^situation J 
*ay, w>hitih places us constantly tetwtten thesl- 
tar aittl our own -weaknesses, iwt/ireent the; sanc- 
tity of : God and the deW erne nts©f man, >yroukl 
terrify our indifference and awaken our Jaith: ,1 
*hall allude to no worse TTces, for I speak! here 
to pastors, who are unblemished in the eyes 
of wen, and who 'have no <gr08s criminality 
wherewith to reproach themselves, before God. 
'Now in 'those : reflections upon xwr situation, 
fk) calculated to ' excite -trouble and uncertainty 
m our >soufe, ttosre is nothing :but prayer tbat 
can calm and sustain ;us: it ia the only re- 
medy for those daily wounds; which if ; neglect- 
ed, will insensibly mortify, and ^waste ; the ^en- 
tire beauty of the soul. We might then, pros- 
trate at the foot of the crudftx, often fey open 
to Jesus Christ with sorrow and confidence .all 
ou r secret miseries ; conj ure Jiim ; to . render us 
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worthy of the ministry to which he has called 
us, and destroy in us, whatever may still be 
unsuited to its sanctity, or an obstacle to its 
success. 

There is nothing, my brethren, more danger- 
ous for our profession, than to suffer ourselves 
to sink tranquilly into habits of sloth, of im-, 
mortification, of the love of our own ease, and 
of transgressing a thousand minor duties which 
we do not deem essential, and not recur fre- 
quently to prayer, which is the only resource 
provided by religion to awaken us from our 
insensibility. The peril of this state for us, 
is, that it exposes us every moment, either to 
profane holy things, or to treat them in a 
manner which offends God, and which by con- 
sequence, withdraws his graces from us and 
increases all our weaknesses : for, you are well 
aware, my brethren, that if the divine func- 
tions of the altar do not, every day, augment 
our faith and quicken our piety, they strengthen 
our corruption and aggravate our misery : and 
this is the first reflection. 

In the second place, the duties of the mi- 
nistry, have, as we daily experience, their pains 
and disgusts, when we endeavour to discharge 
them with fidelity. For their sake, we must 
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gain upon Ourselves, we must do violence to 
our convenience and our sloth fulness, we must 
take from our ease, from our rest and sleep: 
we must not dispose of our time and our la- 
bors at our own choice: the holy servitude by 
which we are bound, takes us, as it were, from 
ourselves to give us entirely to our people : 
we ought to be able to say, with the Apos- 
tle, that heat and cold, fatigue, journeys, rivers, 
hunger and thirst, are the portion of our mi* 
n is try, and the signs of our Apostleship. Be- 
sides we often labour for ungrateful men: our, 
toils are often rewarded with indifference, and 
even with indocility and murmuring : they of- 
ten obtain for us, even the aversion of those, 
whose salvation we are m seeking. Disgust and 
dejection are here to be feared : we grow weary 
of labors, of which we see neither the end nor 
the fruit ; we no longer give ourselves to them 
with the same zeal ; our self-love not being 
gratified by success, reclaims its rights and in- 
sinuates to us in secret, that painful and un- 
profitable cares cannot be duties. Now, . by 
what means shall we support ourselves against 
this temptation to disgust, if we fail to ap- 
proach the foot of the crucifix to gather new 
strength from Jesus Christ; if we decline- the 
TOL. 11. R 
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consolation of confiding our disappointments and 
our troubles to the first great Pastor, whose 
place we occupy on earth? It is there, that 
in comparing ourselves with our holy prede- 
cessors, who gave their souls for his doctrine, 
we shall be confounded before him, at reckon- 
ing as any thing, the trivial sufferings attend- 
ant on our duties: it is there that we shall 
blush at the cowardice of being tempted to lay 
down our arms, almost before beginning the 
combat, and at the baseness of being dejected 
and repulsed by slender toils, whilst those holy 
pastors defied tribulations and sufferings, hun- 
ger, nakedness, persecutions, flames, the rack 
and all the fury of the tyrants to separate them 
from the love of Jesus Christ ; it is from such 
conferences, my brethren, that we shall always 
go forth with a hew relish for our duties and a 
new zeal for the salvation of our people. What 
before appeared to ud toilsome and bittef, Witt 
then appear light and sweet ; arid the fatigue* 
and contradictions inseparable from bur func- 
tions, will become for us the most toniolihg 
proof of our vocation to the holy mintetrf . Ntf, 
my brethren, let us not deceive otirs&Ivesf ; with- 
out prayer, we shall, at every ihointat, feel 
our aiUied burdeiisdme find ttpdlsitt; Wfe tinM 
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drag along a painful and oppressive yoke, and 
shall bear the weight of the day and the heat, 
whh repugnance: but every thing will be 
changed by prayer; our yoke will no longer 
weigh us down; our labors will increase, and 
our. troubles and our repugnances vanish. You 
sometimes complain, my brethren, of the great 
multitude and pressure of your functions, and 
of your inability to discharge each in a becom- 
ing and profitable manner: but address your* 
self frequently to him who can change our 
weakness into strength; be earnest and con* 
•tant in prayer, and those difficulties will dis- 
appear; those hills will be levelled; you will 
find yourself a new man, and your only com- 
plaint will be that you have not enough to do 
or to suffer for Jesus Christ : this is the se- 
cond reflection. 

But if nothing but prayer can lighten the 
toils, and sweeten the bitter disgusts, of our 
functions, there is also nothing but prayer that 
can prevent the dangers attendant on their dis- 
charge. For, my brethren, although we had 
no other evil to dread, than the dissipation 
inevitable in the discharge of our external du- 
ties, I would be right in declaring to you, 
that nothing but prayer could preserve us from 
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it. In effect, it is but too true, my brethren; 
that amidst the continual bustle and agitation 
of our functions, the interior man insensibly 
weakens and expires. In devoting ourselves 
to the necessities of others, we often sustain 
losses ourselves; we lose that secret and hid- 
den life of fuith which is, the soul and the sup- 
port of piety; we accustom ourselves to live 
outwardly and are never to be found in our 
own hearts ; we approach the altar with a mind 
dissipated and shared and possessed by a thou- 
sand strange and tumultuary images ; and thus 
we. forget or disregard that silence of the senses 
and of the imagination, which is so necessary 
to enable the mind to dwell on the infinite 
sanctity of the victim which we offer, and on 
our own unworthiness to immolate such a sa- 
crifice. Thus in labouring continually for 
others, and never for ourselves, the powers of 
our souls are weakened and exhausted ; we 
become altogether exterior men ; we form our- 
selves to this state of agitation ; we cannot re* 
main a moment with ourselves ; we even seek 
pious excuses to escape reflection and dissipate 
ourselves abroad ; we can no longer feel happi- 
ness but in the society of men ; it is irksome 
and oppressive to us to be alone with God. Novr 
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this state, which at first sight, presents nothing 
but what is agreeable in the eyes of men, has 
its dangers with God: we exhaust ourselves, 
.without ever going to recruit our strength, at 
the feet of Jesus Christ: all our solicitude is 
confined to the exterior, and we never recal our 
-thoughts to the inward consideration of our own 
-state : we act outwardly for God, but the secret 
link that would connect us with him, is wanting: 
we run, as the Apostle says, but we run alone. 
The Lord, whose assistance we have not in- 
voked, leaves us to our own weaknesses ; and 
hence our conduct is more generally swayed 
»by humor, by impetuosity, by vanity, by rest- 
lessness and temper, than by the love of, our 
duty, and charity towards our brethren. Fi- 
delity alone to prayer can preserve us from 
those dangers, and enable us, without turning 
•us from our functions, to approach every duty 
with that spirit of prayer and of recollection, 
which will regulate and sanctify it, and which 
will dispose us at the same time, to return from 
the unavoidable dissipations of our office, to a 
still more intimate converse with our God, 

Dissipation however, is, after all, but the 
slightest of the dangers attendant on our func- 
tions. How infinitely more formidable the pe- 
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tils that await us in the single ^duty of the con* 
fessional ? Alas ! my brethren, if prayer do not 
conduct and support us, how shall feeMe man 
sustain himself under such trials? Idomttask, 
how they shall be able to bring to the sacred 
tribunal, the lights necessary to distinguish be* 
tween one disease and another; or the firm- 
nera that will place them above human consi- 
derations, prevent them from sacrificing their 
duty to base complaisance, and from paying 
more attention to the rank of their penitents, 
than to the quality of their crimes: or the 
prudence that will neither discourage the sin* 
ner by unreasonable severity, nor lull htm into 
security by excessive clemency; that will enable 
him to be a father and a judge ; to observe the 
rule and save the transgressor, to enforce the 
rights of the divine justice, without being harsh 
and insensible to the weakness of man ; in a 
word, to cut away the ulcer and yet give no 
unnecessary pain to the patient? I do not ask 
bow a confessor can find this delicate and doubt* 
ful point, this wise mean, if he have not drawn 
from fervent and constant prayer at the foot 
of the crucifix, that sober wisdom of which the 
Apostle speaks, which ever mingles the oil of 
kindness with the wine of power, and like the 
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good .Samaritan, tempers the dryness and rigor 
of zeal, with the tender feelings pf compassion 
and clemency? but I ask you, how can a con- 
fessor, if he be not an interior man, and ha* 
bituated in prayer to know his own wants, 
and to probe the private wounds of his own 
soul; how shall he discover the secret wants 
and diseases of the souls who address them- 
selves to him ? How shall he distinguish, and 
apply to them, those remedies which alone can 
afford them relief? how shall he penetrate in- 
to the interior of his penitent and make him 
know himself ,by discovering to him the real 
' source of his vices, he who has never entered 
into his own heart, and who knows not him- 
self? No, my brethren, a confessor who .is 
not an interior man — a man of prayer, never 
penetrates below the surface of consciences. He 
hears the confession, but he knows not the sin- 
ner : he absolves, but does not unbind : be pre- 
scribes for the penitent, but is ignorant pf his 
disease : he imposes penances, but never forms 
one true penitent. And to what cause, think 
you, my brethren, ought we to ascribe the in- 
efficacy of the greater part of confessions? 
Whence comes it, that the remedy of penance 
though formerly so rare, was never applied 
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without effect; and that at the present day, 
when it is far more common and moje ready 
of access, it scarce heals the sores of a single 
penitent ? whence comes it that true conversion 
is so rarely effected, by -approaching our con- 
fessionals? The true reason is, that the great- 
er part of confessors, content with the penitent's 
recital of his transgressions, never inquire into 
the real dispositions of his heart ; prescribe but 
external remedies which reach not the seat of 
the disorder; do not apply themselves to re- 
form the inward man, which is unknown to 
them ; in a word, the true reason is, that con- 
fessors see only the surface of consciences, and 
can form none but outward and superficial pe- 
nitents. 

I shall not speak of the other dangers attend- 
ant on this difficult and important duty, dan- 
gers amidst which prayer alone is our only 
protection. Alas ! my brethren, in the sacred 
tribunal we are the depositaries of the frail- 
ties of a feeble sex : the fatal images which we 
bring from it, at least cloud the imagination, 
if they do not defile the heart; a fatal spark 
remains within us, which often kindles into a 
great conflagration. The practice of prayer 
plone can dissipate those phantoms, purify the 
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mind, and extinguish those sparks in their 
birth ; for even pious intentions will not be 
sufficient to preserve us from the dangers of this 
delicate office. We are at first moved by the 
weaknesses of a frail sex, but it is to be fear- 
ed that we shall soon suffer ourselves to be still 
more affected by its confidence: at first we at- 
tend merely to its wants, afterwards to frivo- 
lous details, ; we begin by zeal, and oftentimes 
end by attachment; we enter the tribunal, mi- 
nisters ; we come out of it, men. But let us 
not urge this painful and sorrowful subject, 
farther in this place, but respect the presence 
of the venerable presbytery by whom we are 
surrounded. You, yourselves, my* brethren, 
anticipate any reflections, which it may be in 
my power to add; you are aware of the dis- 
graces and the scandals, by which the weak- 
ness and the imprudence of Priests in the du- 
ties of the tribunal, have so often afflicted the 
church, and of the impious derisions, which they 
bring down, every day, on the holy ministry. 
The good which we should extract from their 
misconduct, the fruit which we should draw 
from the present discourse, is a firm convic- 
tion, that if prayer do not sustain us in this pe- 
rilous function ; if we approach it without vigi- 
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lant precaution ; if vve rashly expose ourselves 
to dangers tlue more to be dreaded, as we are 
there the sole judges and the only witnesses of 
what occurs; if we. are guided in it by motives 
of curiosity, of human affection, or of satisfac- 
tion at ^he confidence reposed in us, the sa- 
cred tribunal, where we ought to purify the 
defilements of .others, .will be daily turned into 
«n occasion of increasing our own : this is the 
third reflection. 

Finally, my brethren, and this last and fourth 
reflection is not less entitled than the prece- 
ding, to your attention ; not only is prayer in- 
dispensable as a safeguard against the perils 
incident to our functions, but also as a means 
of ensuring their efficacy and . fruit : it is not 
enough that in their performance, we run no 
risk for ourselves, but moreover that when we 
exercise them, we be useful to others. Now, 
my brethren, you know full well, that we cul- 
tivate and water, but that God alone giveth the 
increase ; and how can we expect it, if we are 
not constant in asking it, and if fervent and 
continual prayer do not draw down upon our 
functions, those invisible benedictions, which 
will cause them to fructify? We labour, for 
the most part, without fruit and without sue- 
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<*ss, because we labour alone; as if success 
depended on us, we look for it, £*oni ojbir own 
talents, our own cares and our own lights; 
-and thus we omit 4o call to oar assistance, hkn, 
"who alone can render our toils efficacious ; aad 
useful. 1 repeat it, my brethren, the neglect of 
prayer is the true cause of the deader goad 
which the greater part of pastors effect ajawg 
their people, although they otherwise .discharge 
all the duties of their ministry with punctju- 
ality and decorum. They imagine, that they 
have fulfilled all justice, when they Jiave ^ac- 
quitted themselves of those external labors,, but 
by the little fruit with which they we attended* 
they ought to feel that there is some hidden vice, 
which renders them unproductive; and ^6 long 
as their prayers will not interest tbeJwunty of 
the Lord in the success of their duties; as long 
as they shall perform them, without addressing 
themselves to him to prepare the hearts of the 
Deceivers for their worthy participation, so long 
shall they pass their nights and days, like the 
Apostles, casting their nets and taking nothing ; 
•they may run a long and toilsome course, but 
they will die without having petformed any 
thing, that is to say, without having gained 
*ven one soul to Jesus Christ 
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And in good earnest, my brethren, what suc- 
cess can a pastor unaccustomed to prayer, pre- 
mise himself from his instructions? how shall 
he exhort with effect, if he come not to the 
foot of the crucifix, to fill himself with a love 
of the truths which he is to announce, and 
with that spirit of unction which will render 
them amiable; to beg that touching zeal, that 
grace and force, which even the greatest sin- 
ners cannot entirely withstand ? how can a pas- 
tor who never speaks to <God, speak of him with 
'profit, to his people? What dryness of concep- 
tion, what frigidity of expression! he will in- 
deed announce truths, but they will proceed 
from the lfys and not from the heart ; and will 
not be those which the .celestial Father would 
have revealed to him in secret : he will exhort, 
not with the spirit of God, but the spirit of 
man : he will unfold the truth, but will not 
render it amiable: whatever exertions he may 
use to persuade, he will never appear persuaded, 
affected, penetrated, himself: it will be felt that 
he speaks a language to which he is a stranger — 
a language which his tongue may utter, but 
which, is unknown to his heart. Solomon on a 
difficult occasion, discovered the true mother by 
the sincerity and the tenderness of her exprea- 
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sions: alas, my brethren, from the words and 
the instructions of two pastors, it would be 
still more easy to discover which of them is 
the true father ; which of them utters the sen- 
timents of paternal love, feeds his children and 
carries them in his bosom, occupies himself 
continually with God about them, and is more 
solicitous about their preservation and safety 
than about the title or the rights of a pastor 
and father. And I appeal to yourselves, my 
brethren, whether a holy pastor, of moderate 
talents, a man of prayer, does not do more 
good, does not leave his audience more affected 
by his instructions, than the many others, who 
with more brilliant talents, never draw from 
prayer that unction, that tender feeling of piety, 
which alone can speak to the heart? Those 
doctrines and maxims which we love, and which 
we often meditate at the feet of Jesus Christ, 
we always treat in a far different manner from 
those which never affect us, because we sel- 
dom reflect on them : there is a language pe- 
culiar to the heart, which nothing can coun- 
terfeit. It is in vain that a dissipated pastor, 
thunders in the pulpit, and tries to supply the 
absence of piety and true zeal, by violence and' 
clamor; the attempt deceives nobody, the arti- 
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lice betrays itself: it is at once perceived that hi* 
ike does not come down from heaven ; and all 
his sounding vehemence will never announce 
the descent of the spirit of God, upon the hearts 
of the faithful assembled to hear him. 

But, my brethren, although prayer were less 
indispensable than it is to the success of our 
functions ; yet is it not a duty which we owe 
to our people? have we not taken upon our- 
selves, by our character of pastor and of mi- 
nister of religion, the obligation of praying for 
them, without ceasing? is not this even the 
most essential duty of that priesthood, which 
establishes us mediators between God and his 
people? To the prayers of the pastor, it is, 
that God generally attaches the graces design- 
ed for the flock: we are bound, my brethren, 
to expose to him continually, the necessities of 
our people ; to solicit for them the riches of his 
mercy; to disarm his anger and arrest thoM 
scourges which their prevarications have so of- 
ten provoked ; it is for us, to weep before him 
over the vices with which we see our people 
infected, and which our cares and our zeal hart 
act been able to correct : it is our duty to beg 
Of him, strength for the weak, contrition for 
the hardened* and perseverance for the just* 
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The more numerous are the Wants of oar peo*- 
pie, the more frequent and ardent should be 
our prayers; nor should we eVer appear before 
hfttf, withoot bearing, like the Pontiff of the 
law, the names of the tribes inscribed oil out 
hearts, that is to say, the names of the floch 
entrusted to our care ; its concerns should ever 
constitute the principal subject of our prayers 
Such is the order of the dispensation of grace : 
pastors are the public channels through which 
it must flow on the people; and their oftce 
is a public provision which the bounty of hea* 
ven has made against the public disorders which 
reign atnong men. 

Thus a pastor who doe* not pray, or who 
prays but rapidly and with the extremity of hi* 
lipd, irt order to acquit himself of the publio 
prayers to which he te bound by the church, 
is HOC ri patftor but a hireling who feels no Con- 
cern in the. deirest interests Of the flock: be 
is n6 father; the faithful who are entrusted to 
hid pAtefnAl care, are not his children, they am 
orphaM, Without parent or protector: Pup&i 
facli totihffl absque pkire:* his heart and his ben 
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8om feel not a father's tenderness and love! 
he likes the title by which they are subjected 
to his controul, but pays little regard to that 
by which he is bound to save them and sub* 
ject them to God: he likes the place of shep- 
herd but loves not the flock, for did he love 
it, could he be conscious of its disorders, and 
of the everlasting misfortunes to which it is 
hastening, without addressing himself to Him, 
who alone can change the perverse heart, and 
without pouring out his tears and sighs in the 
divine presence, . to the end that not one of 
those committed to his protection should pe- 
rish ? And what do I say, my brethren ? a pas- 
tor who. does not pray, not only has no love for 
his people, but moreover he even withholds 
from them, what is strictly their due: by re- 
fusing to them his prayers, he deprives them 
of the graces and the helps which the good- 
ness of God had destined for their relief and 
consolation : he refuses to his parishioners what; 
they have the most sacred right of exacting 
from him : he occupies the place of a holy pas- 
tor, whose prayers would have drawn down 
a thousand benedictions on this miserable peo- 
ple, and in the sight of God, he is guilty of 
every crime which his prayers might have pre- 
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4$nted. Ala* ! my brethren, we often hear you 
.complain of the disorders of your people, of the 
iudocility and impendence of your parishioners, 
juui pf the little effect of all your cares and all 
yoar labors for their salvation; but it is not 
Jtafore us, but before God, that you should 
complain arid weqp. Examine whether you 
jure faithful in making their wants and miseries 
-known to bim; whether you solicit and im- 
.portuae him to turn a. propitious countenance, to 
those whom he seems to have abandoned: the 
♦prayers of the pastor are rarely ineffectual ; for 
.God who has charged us to pray for our people, 
has also promised to hear our prayers. Alas! 
my brethren, it is a reflection that. should make 
us tremble for our ministry, that we often com- 
plain of the disorders of our people, and that 
those -disorders are almost in every case, our 
own crimes. 

But, you will ask, how can leisure be found, 
for protracted and frequent prayers, amidst the 
infinite number and variety of your parochial 
-duties ? Alas ! my brethren, notwithstanding the 
^multitude of our labors and our pretended cares, 
how many are our vacaat and useless moments? 
how many days devoted to idleness, to unpro- 
fitable converse, to business or amuMiwnis, 
vol. n. s 
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little suited perhaps to the sacred gravity of our 
ministry? how many are the moments, when 
idleness itself is found oppressive, and when we 
are a burden even to ourselves? my God! and 
a Priest, the envoy of heaven, upon earth, and 
bound to offer to God the vows of his peo- 
ple, will not find time to offer to Kim, his own, 
in prayer ! and the dispenser of his graces and 
of his mysteries will maintain no intercourse 
with him, who has confided to him this glo- 
rious ministry, and in whose name and by whose 
authority, he speaks and acts! and he will give 
him no account of his gifts and of his heaven- 
ly riches, which he is charged to distribute, or 
of the use made of them by the souls commit- 
ted to his guidance ! 

Besides, my brethren, it is not a large por- 
tion of your life, that we require of you to 
spend in prayer; that is the privilege and the 
consolation of those retired souls, who are ex- 
clusively occupied in meditating on the won- 
ders of God's law, and in tasting, far from 
the world and in the concealment of his taber- 
nacle, how sweet the Lord is to those that 
love him, and- communicate continually with 
him. What is essential for us, my brethren, 
is rather a spirit of prayer in every function 
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and in every place, than a considerable portion 
of time snatched from other duties, and de- 
voted to long meditations on holy things : what 
is important to us, is, before entering upon the 
discharge of any duty, to cast ourselves at the 
feet of Jesus Christ, and there fill ourselves with 
this holy spirit, that we may perform the sacred 
action about which we are engaged, in a man- 
ner pleasing to God and useful to our people ; 
to return, for a moment, to the presence of 
God when the duty is over, to entertain our- 
selves with him and gather new strength, that 
we may resume our calling with increased zeal; 
in a word, to habituate ourselves to this secret 
and almost uninterrupted converse with God, to 
find him every where, and to take occasion from 
every occurrence, of raising our hearts to him. 
Behold the manner in which a Priest and a Pas* 
tor should be a man of prayer. We are great- 
ly to be pitied, ray brethren, if we fail to sanc- 
tify our whole ministry by this spirit of prayer, 
for we shall have all the labor and all the trou- 
ble incident to the discharge of our duties, and 
lose all the merit by omitting what would soften 
them down, would render them useful to others, 
and consoling to ourselves. 
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ON COMPASSION FOR THE POOR. 



It should net be necessary for us, my brethren, 
to inspire you with sentiments of compassion 
and charity for the poor, of whom you are 
the pastors and the fathers : it is for yon to 
soften the hardness, and awaken the indifference, 
of persons of the world, to a sense of their 
wants ; and being* as you are by your characv 
ter, the guardians of your indigent parishioners* 
and the sole depositaries of their necessities atod 
of their troubles, it might appear superfluous t* 
exhort you to compassionate them, yourselves : 
still as the forcible address which you have 
just heard, has turned upon this part of your 
duty, I think it right -to «dd a few Inflections 
on the subject. 
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I am aware, my btetfaeft, that tke depjea* 
•ion of the times and unfavourable seasons, 
whilst they multiply poor in oar parishes, do 
aot increase the resources of pastors, aad that 
even they themselves may suffer from the pub- 
lic calamities : I know, moreover, that the nar* 
rowness of your means, does not aHow the 
greater part of you, to furnish the poor with 
all the relief which their misery requires ; and 
this therefore is not what we exact of you. 
But, my brethren, however scanty your reve- 
nues, and however depressed the times, it is 
nevertheless quite certain, that in your parishes* 
you are far more at your ease, and far store 
able to supply your wants, than the greater 
part of the labourers and the miserable cottiers 
who inhabit them. And we have had the oon* 
solation of finding, in the course of our visita- 
tions* many charitable pastors, feeling as a fa- 
ther's bo8orn ought, the miseries of their chil- 
dren ; giving according to their ability and even 
beyond it, as the Apostle says ; softening down 
by their tenderness and cares, the misfortunes 
of their poor parishioners, and suffering with 
those whom they could not relieve : but on the 
other hand, we have often wept on finding ma- 
ny others, who were solely occupied with the 
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disgraceful care of amassing wealth ; hard-heart* 
ed towards themselves and still more insensible 
to the wants and the calamities of their peo- 
ple ; base and greedy pastors, who never think 
they have enough, and who seem to have been 
clothed with a sacred character, only to make 
it subservient to an infamous avarice. Behold 
my brethren, since it is right to speak out here, 
behold the most general disgrace of the priest-* 
hood : behold the vice which tarnishes all the 
holiness, and destroys the good odor, of the 
sanctuary: all do not carry it to the same 
lengths ; hut there are but few, who are not 
infected by this leprosy; and if, in many pa- 
rishes the poor are abandoned, it is not always 
the want of means, but hardness and avarice that 
shuts up the bowels of the pastor against .the 
cries and the wants of his people. 

Yes, my brethren, let us speak the truth, 
here, since the opportunity offers, but let us 
speak it with sorrow : from the time in which 
our living becomes fixed and perpetual by ber 
ing appointed to a parish; we regard it as our 
own property and our own patrimony ; we atr 
tach ourselves to the possession, and endeavour 
to improve its revenue, as we would a tempo- 
ral estate: frequently too it happens that the 
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smaller is our portion, the more we cling to 
it, and the more we share with the rich in 
their guilty attachment to worldly goods, and. 
even refine upon their avarice and rapacity, 
without even the miserable plea of their lux- 
ury and voluptuousness. It would appear that 
this vice is a malediction entailed upon the 
priesthood: we conceal it from ourselves; we 
cover it with the miserable pretext of a prudent 
foresight; we fancy that we discover nothing 
in this sordid passion, but the indispensible du- 
ty of maintaining the rights of the church, and 
of enforcing the dues of our office; and the 
more we are the slaves of this passion, the more 
do we represent it to ourselves as a virtue. 

Yet, my brethren, nothing so much tarnishes 
and degrades the generosity and sanctity of our 
ministry, as this base and detestable spirit. We, 
you are aware, are here on earth, the minis- 
ters of goods to come; the treasures which are 
unlocked and shut up by the keys confided to 
us, are the treasures of heaven ; the riches which 
the Lord pours upon the faithful through our 
services, are the riches of grace: the gospel 
which we announce, is that word of life eter- 
nal which utters a curse upon the wealth of 
this world, and pronounces none happy or tru- 
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If rfch, but those Whp are poor to spirit And 
humble of heart; in a word, aft thttt ire are, a* 
ntfiristers of religion, that is, d* <KspeB*erg» of 
eternal good*, proclaims to our people the cttft- 
tempt of every thing trfetnsifory, and the ex-» 
elusive dgsire of those goods, which are to et^ 
dure for ever. What degradation then, «y bre- 
thren, when the dispenser of eternal riche* Be* 
comes himself, the slave of a filthy lucre which 
covers him with opprobrium f when the ttrtffe* 
ter whom JesUs Christ has instituted to *vh 
deceive men, and eradicate the love of deleft- 
ftil goods; like his divine master to curiae the 
pelf of this world and inspire men with the 
contempt of earthly wealth, appears himself, to 
live and breathe oitly for money ; to feel no 
concern, to have no inclination but to scrape 
it together! 

But, it m&y be asked, must we n<rt distin* 
guish between a prudent foresight, which lays 
tip a reserve against future necessities, from 
that base and sordid avarice which never think* 
it has enough? is all precaution in this matter a 
erime? Undoubtedly not, my brethren; and were 
it necessary to reply to this wretched pretext of 
avarice, I would tell you, that a greedy Priest 
Who lives only to amass gold, and ft faithful and 
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prudent pastor who makes a decent prevision 
for unforeseen exigencies, resemble each? other 
in nothing'. The foresight of the owe inter- 
feres not with his functions er his duties, wi*k 
the love and attentions which he owe* to hi* 
people or the decency of his character, for it 
reposes more trust in God, than m the trifle 
which it reserves. The other hoards only to 
gratify his thirst of gold : it is not to provide 
against want, for he denies himself the very 
necessaries of life: his money is dearer to him 
than his health, his Kfe, hkr salvation, his very 
self: all his actions, all his views, all his affec- 
tions terminate in this base and disgraceful ob- 
ject. Na one is deceived in him ; he takes no 
care to conceal from the public eye, the wretch- 
ed desire by which he is actuated ; for it is the 
character of this odious passion in a Priest, to 
betray itself on every side, to do no single act 
which is not stamped with its cursed impres- 
sion, and to be a mystery to none, but the 
wretch whom it infatuates. AH other passions 
preserve at least appearances ; those whom they 
sway, hide them from the public : the reckless 
fury of gratification, or the abandonment of God, 
may someitnes bring them to light; but the 
sinner, as far as he can, seeks the cover of 
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darkness : but as to the passion of avarice, a . 
Priest conceals it from no one but himself: far 
from being carefully hidden from the eyes of 
the public, his conduct and his very person 
proclaim it aloud, and exhibit it in all its naked 
deformity; it is visible in his conversation, in 
his actions, in his deportment, and, if I may so 
speak, it is written on his very forehead. 

Now, my brethren, can any thing be more 
degrading to a Priest and a Pastor, than the 
detestable and reprobate character entailed by 
this vice ! a character of unnatural feeling and 
personal debasement to the individual, of op- 
probrium and scandal to the sacred ministry. 
First a character of unnatural feeling: he is 
a father and a pastor: he holds the place of 
the Sovereign Pastor, who gave his life for his 
sheep and who continues since his death, to 
feed them with his own precious body and 
blood ; he is here on earth the vicar of his love 
for men ; and what a horrible monster must he 
not be in the church, if flinging away those 
lovely and glorious titles, he takes to himself 
bowels of iron for his people? and this is 
truly the frightful situation of an avaricious 
Priest. How can it be expected that he will 
relieve the wants of the poor? he refuses to 
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himself the very necessities of life; he values 
nothing in his functions but the wretched gain 
that accrues from them ; he exacts it with the 
most unfeeling rigor : the poor are not less ex* 
posed to his barbarous extortions than the rich ; 
he transgresses the limits which the wisest laws 
have prescribed to his avarice ; he breaks down 
those sacred barriers, which are of themselves 
humiliating enough to the holy ministry, and 
which a mournful necessity, that is to say, the 
avidity alone of certain Priests, had obliged us 
to erect ; he knows neither law nor motive but 
the impulse of his insatiable avarice. The com- 
plaints and murmurings of the wretched peo- 
ple whom he harasses and oppresses by the ex- 
cess and the rigor of his exactions, harden him 
instead of moving him to pity : his heart be- 
comes more callous and insensible in proportion 
as the cries of his victims augment, and he 
doubles his barbarity towards those, who have 
ventured to lay their grievances before his su- 
perior. Should mortality prevail among his 
flock, do not imagine that he cares whether 
their death be precious in the sight of the 
Lord ; the infamous sum which he derives from 
it, is the sole object of his concern, his sole 
consolation for losing them; and I say it with 
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horror, one perhaps which constitute* a subject 
of triumph and of barbarous joy: he is even 
disposed to leave the precious body of a chris* 
tian, of a member of Jesus Christ, a prey to 
the fowls of the air and the beasts of the earth, 
iff an impoverished family will not first capitu- 
late with his avarice and ensure, by the advance* 
meat of an exorbitant retribution the consola- 
tion of seeing the deceased reunited by chris- 
tian sepulture, to those brethren and friends 
to whom faith had united him on earth. 

Once more then, what a monster is such a 
pastor! and would to God that they were as 
rare in the church and in this diocess, as are 
physical monsters in the world? But it is not 
yet enough for them to turn their functions 
and the adorable blood of Jesus Christ into a 
detestable traffic: they are not content with ren- 
dering religion onerous, oppressive and odious 
to their wretched people, by their exactions; 
they drag them into unjust lawsuits ; they even 
buy up litigated claims, and take advantage of 
their ill-gotten wealth, to usurp and vindicate 
by law, the property, which a poor but right* 
ful possessor has not the means of defending 
against their cupidity : under pretence of serv- 
ing those who apply to them for pecuniary aid; 
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they lend money at a usurious and tyrannical 
interest ; their services are destructive and bar- 
barous, for whilst they pretend to aibrd relief to 
the oppressed, their only aim is to hasten their 
rata and complete their despair. I am weary; 
my brethren, of exposing those horrors, in this 
place, before so many faithful and compas- 
sionate pastors : but what adds to my afBscttouu 
is, that 1 am merely developing a detail of in- 
famy, which your own eyes have often beheM, 
and which your hearts have still more frequent- 
ly detested: I do no more than bring before 
you, those complaints with which the avarice 
and cruelty of your brethren have so often fill- 
ed the diocess, and which hare a thousand times 
rent my bosom and rendered the yoke of toy 
episcopacy galling and heavy. 

To the reproach of aimatuial feeling, my 
hrethroeti, we must add the debasement and op- 
probrium into which this vile passion «inks the 
pastor and his ministry, and the base and into- 
*e»t pursuits in which he is notoriously en- 
.gaged. 2?oHow and investigate the detail of his 
conduct 4 he is a mean and unprincipled dealer; 
lie -enters into the basest und most unseemly 
traffic; winterer holds out the hope of gain, 
tappHJs to kirn worthy of his most-vigikwt one, 
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and is at once preferred to the holy decency 
of his ministry ; he is seen more frequently in 
the public markets, than in his church or in 
the discharge of the duties of his parish. Bet- 
ter versed in the sordid arts of accumulating 
money, and the low rules of the meanest bar- 
gains, than in the laws of the church, he for- 
gets that he is a father and a pastor, and feels 
no respect for the sublime title with which 
he is honoured, of minister of Jesus Chris*. 
The only title to which he pays any regard is 
that of a vile and despicable trader : speak not 
to him of the value and salvation of the souls 
for whom he is to answer, it is a language 
which he cannot understand, for whatever will 
not increase his infamous hoard, seems to him 
an empty speculation, an idle chimera. He de- 
bases the dignity of his character by low and 
sordid manners, and he becomes by his vile 
thrift, by his squalid dress and the indecency of 
his whole exterior, a spectacle of derision to 
his people, and of shame to his brethren : he is 
a pauper not of religion, but of the world and of 
hell. Alas ! my brethren, we often excuse our 
little charity to our poor, by the smallness of 
our income, and our want of means; we fear 
that we ourselves shall be in want: but let 



Digitized 



by Google 



FOR THE POOR. 287 

us retrench for Jesus Christ, merely a part of 
those enjoyments, which this wretch retrenches 
for the devil, arid we shall find our income 
abundant enough. He denies himself the very 
necessaries of life ; he struggles with himself 
about the most ordinary articles of dresd: let 
us sacrifice to charity a portion at least, of thosa 
comforts and conveniences which this unhappy 
man devotes altogether to his avarice; let us 
spare and lay aside for heaven, something at 
least of what he reserves entirely for the earth, 
and we shall find wherewith to supply our own 
wants and to relieve those of our poor. Shall 
not the noble generosity of charity be able to 
support the same retrenchments and privations, 
which an infamous vice, every day, sustains? 
Shall a relentless and greedy pastor have cou- 
rage to. refuse himself every thing, to swell his 
treasure of dirt; and a faithful and charitable 
pastor not have strength to deny himself some- 
thing at least, to assist the indigent of his flock, 
and amass a treasure in heaven ? Shall satan 
have his paupers, and Jesus Christ not be 
powerful enough to have his? and shall the 
base thrift and sordid economy of an avarici- 
ous Priest, after having made us blush before 
men, also cover us with confusion, and rise up 
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in testimony against us, before the tribunal rf 
Jeans Christ! 

Jkad what is most to be deplored in a Priest 
Abandoned to this degrading vice, is, that whilst 
age. and reflection generally cure the other pa*- 
•ions, this seems to be reanimated, and to gpr 
<ther new -strength from the advance of years. 
The nearer he Approaches to that fatal moment 
when bis vile gatherings shall melt away .and 
Ms long-cherished hoard be snatched from his 
£imsp, the more attached he becomes to his n*o- 
amy: :&r from saying to himself in those circum- 
tft&Kces: thou fool, this nigJkt do they reqmme 
dhy itmd of thee ; and whose shall those things 
he oahmh thou hast .provided,* the nearer death 
ttdiffiflbees, the more -eagerly does he fix his eyas 
•Bad heart upon his wretched treasure ; and the 
jnore -does he consider it a needful provision 
for a chimerical futurity. Thus, if I may ,se 
.speak, :age renews the youth of this dehasuig 
jjassion: years, infirmities, reflection, but sink 
it the. more deeply in the soul, .and it feeds «i*& 
thrives on the very remedies which heal or •**- 
tisguish every other vice. Pastors, we our- 
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•elves have seen, so worn and decrepid that 
they had scarce strength to support their ruin- 
.ed and tottering frames, and who in the total 
decay of all the faculties of the mind, seemed 
to preserve no remnant of sensibility, to give 
no sign of life, except for their money : ava- 
rice still raged within and burned with in- 
creased fury in the very wreck of nature : the 
last sigh was still for gold, the last thoughts 
turned upon wealth, and by the terrific judg- 
ment of God, the dying looks of the expiring 
wretch were directed to the pelf which death 
was tearing from his grasp, but of which it 
could not tear the love from his heart. 

Go, now, barbarous and mercenary pastor, to 

appear at the tribunal of the Sovereign Pastor 

of souls: what mercy can you expect from this 

omnipotent and exasperated judge? you rely on 

his love and his tenderness for men ? you, whose 

bosom has been steeled against the miseries of 

your brethren, and the cries of your children ; 

you, who have been a wolf in the sheepfold, 

.a scourge of satan upon the people of God? 

shall your cries and groans on the bed of death, 

.if perchance you put them forth, move a tre- 

.mendous and angry God, who has beheld you, 

t to the very last, barbarously insensible to the 

VOL. II. t 
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feufieringfe and the groans of & flock, ofr which 
lie had constituted you the father and the com- 
forter ? Will you dare to raise yottr trembling 
Itahds towards his dre&d tribunal, those bands 
which he sees still filled with tapihe, stainfed 
with the blood of his people, and with the pro- 
fanation of holy things, of which you have made 
an infamous traffic, during your whole life? 
15reat God ! what shall (hen be the terrors off 
thy countenance, what thunders shall not then 
issue from thy mouth against the detested 
wretch whom thou didst appoint a pastor of 
-thy people, and who used the authority with 
which thou didst invest him, only to oppress and 
tyrannize thfcm ? 

What a scandal, my brethren, and what an op- 
probrium to the holy ministry, is not this odious 
pkssion in a pastor! The hist trait of its infamoufe 
character, is, that having befen a scandal during 
his life, it is also a scandal after his death. When 
: his mortal scene is closed, his vile treasure, 
Amassed by the baseness and thrift of so many 
years, so hidden, so burted, *o carefully guard- 
ed, at length appears: the cursed board, till 
now conceded under ah appeatarice of poVer- 
ty, comes forth from darkness: the horrid trtyfc- 
Hery is at length unveiled to the eyes <6f Ate 



Digitized 



by Google 



PpB THC PQO?. £91 

poor, whom he suffered to languish in the most 
pitching want, and to the eyes of the people 
whom be oppressed, and from whom he exact- 
ed the Jast penny of his dues with the most 
unfeeling rjgQr, under pretence of his own in- 
digence. What curses does not the disclosure 
jrf tbe iniquitous mystery collect upon his me- 
»Qry? what opprobrium does it not bring up- 
on the sacred ministry! Greedy relatives con- 
tend about this wqges of sin-r— the price ?of his 
immortal soul ; their hateful disputes, together 
with the shame of the priesthood, are often 
jdragged before the tribunals of the state, wmI 
a secular judge can with difficulty regulate the 
jarring pretensions or terminate the strife, which 
this guilty hoard had produced among claim- 
ants of the same family. The courts of jus- 
lice have more than once resounded with this 
impious scandal ; and this treasure which bad 
.been swelled and .cemented by the blood of the 
(flock, bears a xlivine anathema into the family 
-of the litigants; it carries with it the unhappi- 
-ness, the misery, the wretchedness, the hell, 
into which it has already plunged its unfprbi- 
jnate possessor. 

But, my brethren, what .regards us /in those 
*ad examples, and which should affieotiW^P**, 
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is, that they confirm in the minds of people of 
the world, the general opinion of the avarice of 

•Priests: for the world, as you are aware, re- 
proaches us with this passion as the universal 
and incurable vice of the priesthood. It re- 
gards us all, as infected and defiled with this 
hideous leprosy ; and as attached by closer and 
stronger ties to our scanty store, than men of 
the world, to their superabundant riches : a 
Priest and a lover of money, are with them, sy- 
nonymous terms. Whence arises a prejudice so 
universal and so reproachful to the sublimity 
and holiness of the priesthood? I know that 
the world is unjust in our regard, and that 
it is ever ready to ascribe such vices to us as 
would seem to justify its own transgressions. 
But, touching this reproach, let us also sincere- 
ly acknowledge that it is not always wrong, in 
its imputations of avarice : let us admit that al- 
though we derive but little from the altar, yet, 
that the fear of being reduced to want renders 
this little so dear to us, attaches us so ardent- 
ly to its possession, excites anxieties and pre- 
cautions so characteristic of this vice, awakens 
such vigilant and jealous attention to our rights, 
that however regular and pious our morals may 

.otherwise be, they can seldom screen us from 
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.the suspicion of avarice, in the minds of our 
people. 

And this very suspicion, which is the more 
wakeful and penetrating as the interests of our 
people are concerned, throws a sort of cloud 
over our exertions and our zeal, destroys the 
entire effect of our regularity, renders the best 
efforts of our ministry abortive, and deprives 
our functions and our exhortations of that effi- 
cacy and force which would solace the labors 
of a painful and disinterested ministry, by cer- 
tain and brilliant success. 

Let us therefore, my brethren, be in this im- 
portant matter, on our guard against ourselves; 
against those wants which cupidity magnifies, 
and against the fears which it produces, about 
futurity: the delusion is here so subtle and so 
specious that virtue itself is often surprised by 
it. Let us rather suffer our temporal rights to ■ 
be diminished, than expose ourselves to the 
danger of scandalizing the weak ; let us rather 
receive our dues from the piety and the libe- 
rality of the faithful, than tear them from their 
indigence: let us not enforce them as the mer* 
cenary price of our toils, but as a sacred ho- 
mage which our people owe to religion, the 
support which a father derives from the ten- 
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derness and gratitude of hi* children. Let tit 
carefully avoid whatever could induce our flock 
to suspect that we have any thing in view but 
their salvation : let us show ourselves more 
eager to serve those of the faithful, whose po- 
verty deprives them Of the means of recompense 
ing Our services, than those Whose wealth may 
ctaable them to overpay our duties: let us not 
distinguish them by th6ii* ability to remunerate 
us, but by the need which they have of our mi* 
riistry, and let the name of the poor be ho- 
nourable in our eyes: Parcet pauperi et inapt 

et honorabile ndmeH Wtutn cortitti illo* 

Let us not be so cruel as to aggravate the mise- 
ries of their destitute condition, by forgetfulnesi 
or indifference, when they require our ministry: 
let us console them by assiduous attentions and 
kind concern, if we cannot asiist them with 
pecuniary relief: let us make them feel that 
their poverty is but a new title to our affection 
and regard ; that by it they are more peculiarly 
our children, and that tfe are united to them 
by closer ties than to the rest of the faithful t 
let us regard them as the most privileged por* 
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tion ef our flock, and hy their sufferings *fifl 
prayer*, the most capable $f driving down the 
divine benediction on our whple ministry. Let 
49 esteem ouroeto? happy i» having §uch in- 
tercessors at the throne of Jesus Christ ; th^ir* 
i* the voice of the mourning dove, which never 
utters its ptetnta w de»res in vain : let MS wf? 
fer with them, by compassionating their trpahleg 
and their destitution, and be ever mindful that 
our mission, like that of Christ himself, is almost 
exclusively for them : Evangdisare pauperibm 
mimt me* Let us not deem our lot the wow 
for being cast among a people abounding in no- 
thing but poverty and wretchedness for it i? 
there that the Almighty sheds more nmneroup 
and abundant grapes on our ministry ; we may 
gather for ourselves hut little frpm their indi- 
gence, but how rich will be the harvest for 
Jesus Christ t Le\. us not be so weak as to 
consider those of pur brethren more happy, wfro 
can scarce reckon any poor among their wealthy 
and comfortable parishioners : their duties are, 
indeed, better remunerated, but are they on that 
account more useful and productive? Their 
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flocks are better able to supply their necessi- 
ties and increase their store, but are they more 
disposed to profit of their instructions? The 
thorns and solicitudes of riches choke up the di- 
vine seed among them; the field appears more 
beautiful, but the soil is barren and ungrateful, 
and yields no fruit.* And whilst the pastor of 
a poor parish, who instructs and exhorts sim- 
ple and docile souls, men who are penetrated 
and confounded by the most ordinary truths of 
faith, and who, in all their miseries, bow down 
their necks in meek submission to the hand that 
strikes them, has the consolation of seeing his 
ministry produce, every day, an abundant har- 
vest for heaven; the other sees his dares and 
toils almost always unfruitful, except for him- 
self. Let us not, my brethren, reckon our la- 
bors well rewarded, except when they bear the 
fruits of life and salvation, nor estimate the va- 
lue of our places or of our duties, save by the 
gain which may accrue from them to Jesus 
Christ. 



* Jjuke. c. viii. v. 14, 
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OF INSENSIBILITY IN THE WAYS OF 
GOD. 



It is a truth, my brethren, which cannot be too 
often repeated, that there is nothing more es- 
sentially necessary for us, in the exercise of our 
functions, than that interior spirit of religion 
and piety which would continually animate and 
sanctify them, and that, perhaps, at the same 
time, there is nothing more rare amongst us; 
that there is no evil to be compared with the 
insensibility of the pastor, in the discharge of 
his duties, and yet no evil more common. 
Thanks to the unbounded mercies of the Lord, 
we no longer live in those dark and corrupt 
ages, when the ignorance and the disorders of 
the clergy covered the holy ministry with pub- 
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lie opprobrium, and when the general depra- 
vity seemed to leave to the church, no other 
trace of her ancient beauty than the learning 
and fervor of the cloisters. The spirit of the 
priesthood has been, since, renewed by the 
foundation of seminaries and colleges, where 
the candidates for holy orders are early formed 
to the duties of the ministry, and where they 
imbibe from their very infancy, the doctrine and 
the piety of their holy $t%te, Scandals are not 
now, as formerly, either common or tolerated in 
the clergy; the functions of the ministry have 
resumed the form and the decency prescribed by 
the sacred canons ; instructions formerly so rare 
and so coarse, have become more frequent and 
more enlightened; in a word, the church has 
again recovered that exterior of dignity, of piety 
and decorum, of which the licentiousness and ca- 
lamities of former ages had stript her. Yet whilst 
the face of the church, of that daughter of the 
king, has regained its beauty, her glory which 
is all from within, has not therefore returned: 
Omnis gloria eju$, jilue regis ab intus ;* and we 
may still say, that amongst us, as in the days of 
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the Apostle,* a faithful dispenser must be sought 
for, and that it is hard to find him. And why, 
my brethren? it is not the public irregularity 
of their morals, which renders them now, at 
rare as in former times: through the bounty 
and favour of Jesus Christ, scandalous crimes 
in the clergy, now-a~days seldom wound the 
tenderness, and aggravate the solicitude, of the 
Bishop. No, my brethren, it is not crying 
transgressions that degrade the greater part of 
us, from the august appellation of faithful dis- 
pensers, but the want of those virtues, which 
are inseparable from it, and in which we are la- 
mentably deficient : it is the absence of that in* 
terior spirit of piety and religion, and of that 
priestly and tender heart which the exercise of 
our duties would warm into devotion ; it is be- 
cause that sensibility, that respect, and that re- 
ligious awe, which we owe to every thing that 
has reference to the occupations of the sacned 
ministry, are weakened and extinguished in us, 
even by the daily use of the most holy things. 
Behold, my brethren, our most ordinary, and 



* Hie jam quaritur inter dispensatores, at fidelis 
quis inyeniatur. 

1. Cor. e. ir, r. 8* 
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most formidable evil : our disorders are not no- 
torious, but we are insensible and numb, as it 
were, in regard to (he most terrific objects of 
religion, so that all that daily affects and rouses 
the piety and faith of ordinary christians, instead 
of even awakening our attention, augments our 
lethargy: that is to say, and this truth makes me 
tremble for you and for myself,. my brethren; 
that is to say, that all those resources of religion, 
Which grace, continually employs to touch and 
change the hearts of our people, confirm us in 
an insensibility which is at once both the most 
general and the most terrible malediction at- 
tached to the functions of the sacred ministry. 
The proofs of this tremendous truth, are but 
too common and too clear; they are dishearten* 
ing, indeed, to us, my brethren. 

The participation of holy things is a princir 
pal resource of religion, in which the ordinary 
faithful, every day, find the renovation of their 
piety or the remedy of their disorders. The 
christian who approaches seldom to the altar, is 
struck with a sacred terror, when he is about 
to perform so awful an action : the approach of 
a solemnity, which imposes this duty on him, 
makes him enter sincerely into himself; he has 
a profound feeling of his own unworthiness ; 
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be casts himself at our feet, full of fear and of 
compunction; he draws forth from the trea- 
sury of his heart, the old and the new; be 
forms a thousand purposes, a thousand resolu- 
tions of a more christian life; he takes every 
precaution that he may not go to eat and drink 
judgment to himself; and those holy determi- 
nations, fortified by partaking of the body of 
Jesus Christ, either confirm him in the prac- 
tices of a more virtuous life for the future, or at 
least sustain him, for some time, in the attempt. 
As for us, my brethren, can we say, that the 
participation of the body and blood of Christ; 
is to us a means or a pledge of salvation? Alas.! 
with morals outwardly irreproachable, we yet 
daily approach the holy table, as we do com- 
mon meats ; this great and awful action, is for 
us like one of those ordinary and stated actions, 
which must enter into the detail, and occupy a 
portion, of our day, and the hour of mass is re- 
gulated just in the same manner as that of bu- 
siness, of our meals or perhaps of our pleasures; 
it is a daily task, forming a part of the servi- 
tude of our state ; it awakens in us, no senti- 
ment of fervor, of dread of holy things, of sot* 
row for our sins ; no purpose of a more religi- 
ous and clerical life : the bread of heaven is for 
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u» the same as the bread of earth ; the adora- 
ble wine which purifies the heart and invigo- 
rates aH the powers of Ihe soul, is for us as a 
common wine, which stepifies our faculties and 
increases our lethargy. It cannot be remarked 
that on quitting the altar, we feel a new zeal 
fer the salvation of our flock, a new reKsh for 
prayer, a new solicitude for the faithful dis- 
charge of all our duties : we had presented our- 
stilves at it, without any lively sentiment of faith, 
ctf piety or fear, without a single resolution of 
amending our fores ; and we quit it the same as 
we approached it ; unless, indeed, that failing ie 
improve by 'the holy sacrament the little benefit 
we derive from it, being an abuse of holy things, 
renders ms more criminal than before, leads us 
into & a hind of daily profanation, to the guilt of 
which we do not advert, *nd of which we never 
tfepetit : thus the anathema remains on our beads 
to the very last, without terrifying us; conti- 
nually increases our insensibility, and conducts 
Us in the end to a settled impenitence; that is 
to say, the altar df the living God, daily hardens 
many Priests, and has not yet ever converted 
«ren one. The simple christian, O my God! 
continually derives new life and new helps to 
salvation, from partaking of the. adorable victim 
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Which we offer to thee; and vfe who are th* 
ministers of the sacrifice, and who divide it W 
others, drartv from it no other advantage than 
an augmentation of oar lethargic insensibility 
that renders our vices altogether inc arable! Are 
we then Priests, O my Cod ! but to add daily 
to out crimes, by a more frequent approach td 
the divine remedy itself, which thou hast estab- 
lished to expiate them, and to renew us tm* 
ceasringly in the grace of the priesthood, which 
has consecrated us to thy altars ? 

The participation then of holy thing*, the 
first resource of salvation, and so useful to ordi* 
hary christians, is the first source of our insen 1 - 
fiibility. 

The second resource which i«ligion has pro- 
vided for the salvation of the firithful, is the 
ministry of the word : that isacred word is not 
yet in bonds, and Apostolic labourers, have, 
fetery day, the consolation of making it fructify 
in our cities and our villages; the hearts off ; tbe 
'simple open to those important 'truths, Which 
are best understood by (hoste Who have had the 
happiness of reducing them to practice ; Tmr- 
dened sinners, struck by the terror of Goti'i 
judgments rfenounce their guilty courses, trail 
fofr the 'future edify those k by their penance, 
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whom they had scandalized by their crimes ; in 
a word, in spite of the general corruption of 
morals, the truths of the gospel daily bring 
forth among the faithful, elect to Jesus Christ. 
As to us, my brethren, we are for the most part, 
unmoved by the doctrines which we announce 
to the faithful; our instructions are merely a* 
an outward duty, which we owe to our people, 
and which as it frequently straitens us, we dis- 
charge with regret: they contain few of those 
great truths, which after being long meditated 
and relished, rise as it were from the bottom of 
the heart ; they are the work of labor and study, 
nut the fruit of piety and prayer : in those lec- 
tures and exercises by which we prepare for 
the ministry of the word, we seek merely what 
may enable us to instruct and exhort others, 
without any view or reference to ourselves : it 
would seem that the holy scriptures and pious 
treatises which we read, had no reference to 
,us ; that the most terrific truths of the gospel, 
were exclusively for our people, and that by an- 
nouncing them to others, we acquire the privi- 
lege of being exempt from their application to 
ourselves. Thus the very study of those truths 
.and the public instructions, which we prepare 
for our flock, tend in our regard but to dry up 
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our hearts and augment our insensibility : in- 
stead of studying those grand truths in the spirit 
of prayer and with reference to ourselves; in* 
stead of begging of Jesus Christ; when we 
read the divine volume of his doctrine and of 
his will, that he would begin by inflaming our 
own heart with the fire of his love, that from 
our abundance it might spread with greater ef* 
feet to the hearts of our hearers, we are .solely 
intent on the impression which they may pro-» 
duce on them ; and thus it happens, through 
a curse attached to the discharge of the minis- 
try without the spirit of piety and religion, 
that none are less moved by the denunciations 
of the gospel than they who proclaim them. 
Yet we are satisfied with ourselves, when those 
terrific truths, leaving to us all our insensibi- 
lity J make some impression and operate some 
change in our people; we imagine that God 
pours his benediction on our labors. It is in* 
deed true, that he displays the truth to the au- 
ditory, but he hides it from the preacher; he 
opens the hearts of our people to his voice, 
but he shuts ours against it; he makes use of 
us to water and cultivate the plants, which his 
heavenly Father had planted ; but he consigns 
us to sterility and drought ; in short he gives a 
vol. u. u 
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blessing to the ministry, but utters a maledic- 
tion on the minister. Great God! thou wilt 
then, one day, condemn us by our own mouth! 
whilst we are arranging our instructions, we 
are writing our own judgment and condemna- 
tion! our very talents and the very success by 
which we are so much flattered, will in thy 
presence but cover us with everlasting confu- 
sion ; the souls whom our discourses have con- 
verted to penance will rise up against us, at 
thy tribunal, and bear testimony of our insensi- 
bility; they will appear shocked and surprised, 
that truths so interesting, so affecting, in our 
mouths, have never had any effect upon our 
own hearts : thou, they will say with the Apos- 
tle, thou therefore that teachest another teach- 
est not thyself:* thou that instructest us that it 
k a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God,f holdest him, every day, in thy 
hands, without loving or fearing him : thou de- 
clarest to us that he must be adored in spirit 
and in truth,% and thou adorest him with only 
the extremity of thy lips: the truth which thou 



+R»m« c. ii. v. 21. fHebr. c. x. v. SI. 
tJolm. c. iv. v. 23 . 
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didst make known to us has delivered and saved 
us, and for thee who wert its minister, it will 
be from henceforth, bat as a devouring fire to 
prey on that heart which it could not move, and 
as an eternal anathema, to continue to the end 
on thy devoted head! 

The ministry of the word then, the second 
resource of salvation, which religion provides 
for the faithful, tends but to increase our in* 
sensibility* 

What further reflection shall I yet add, my 
brethren? the tribunal itself where so many 
penitent souls by the sincerity of their sorrow 
and the abundance of their tears, daily expiate 
at our feet, the errors and the disorders of their 
past lives ; where so many others find a remedy 
to invigorate their faith and quicken their lam- 
guinhing piety ; the tribunal of penance, the 
third resource provided by religion for the sal- 
vation of her followers, that sacred pool where 
so many sick and diseased, every day, find health 
and strength, is for us but a dry bath, without 
virtue or healing, and removes not a single 
one of our. numerous and inveterate infirmities* 
I speak not of the dangers that await this 
function, nor of those snares which beset the! 
judge of consciences, and from which he doe* 
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not perhaps, escape without becoming even mdre 
guilty than the criminal whom he absolves. I 
think, I am addressing pastors who have no re* 
proach of this atrocious character to make them- 
selves : besides I do not now consider you as mi- 
nisters of the sacrament of penance, but as peni- 
tents yourselves ; and I say, with grief, that the 
holy tribunal, which is so useful to the faithful, 
is of almost no advantage to the clergy. Famili- 
arized as we are, to the criminal details which 
are there revealed to us, we ourselves approach 
the confessional, cold and indifferent, with all our 
faults, which we scarce consider such, and with- 
out a single emotion of grace and repentance : 
far from bringing to it, sincere resolutions of 
a more priestly, more interior and more faith- 
ful life ; a lively sorrow for our indulgent and 
selfish habits and for our tepidity and insensibi- 
lity in the exercise of our functions ; far front 
feeling those throes and pangs of sorrow which 
ever accompany a true change and bespeak the 
new birth of Jesus Christ in the heart, we do 
not even feel that secret confusion and shame 
which naturally attends the confession of hu- 
man frailties. By turns, confessors, and peni- 
tents of each other, the sacred and awful cha-t 
peter itself of the tribunal, which makes sucl* 
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deep impression upon ordinary christians, foses 
for us, all its terror and majesty; our confes- 
sions are little else than a mutual and familiar 
converse of one pastor with another, and scarce 
affects us more than the most indifferent of our 
duties : laying open our conscience to Priests 
as tepid and dissipated as ourselves, as little 
animated by the spirit of faith, as blind and 
unconcerned for their own insensibility in the 
discharge of their duties, they take little trouble 
to detect and probe in our heart, the ulcer which 
they bear in the depths of their own, without 
adverting to their danger, and without ever 
thinking of applying the bitter but necessary 
remedy. Alas ! can those who sleep profoundly 
themselves, awaken us from our lethargy ? Thus 
the resource of the tribunal of penance, so be- 
neficial to ordinary christians, is for us, like a 
medicine that has lost its virtues and that ne- 
ver reaches the true seat of our disease. We 
seek only to relieve ourselves from those sins, 
which weigh most heavily on our conscience, 
and which, if we ascended the altar without 
recurring to this sacrament, would render us 
guilty of sacrilegious profanation, even in our 
own eyes : we have neither intention nor idea 
of correcting our dissipated and unclerical lives; 
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of amending our worldly habits; of raising our 
mean and ordinary views to things more ele- 
vated ; of shaking off our sluggishness and in- 
sensibility for whatever is roost august in re* 
ligion and most calculated to awaken and ani* 
mate our faith; in short, we have no firm or 
decided purpose to rise from that state of le- 
thargy in which we have abode «o long, in 
which nothing moves or affects us, and which 
nevertheless renders us, in the sight of God, 
before whom we rashly present ourselves at 
the altar, like so many bodies without soul and 
without life, and infinitely more worthy of be* 
ing spewed from his mouth than the lukewarm 
and disgusting draught, which is destined to 
the vomit. Thus, through our habitual torpor, 
feeling nothing weighty or enormous enough 
on our conscience to remove us from the altar, 
and still less alive to our insensiblity and to that 
want of piety and faith in the fulfilment of our 
duties by which we are equally disqualified for 
the divine sacrifice, we ascend the altar to eat 
and drink our own condemnation : that is to say, 
by the habitual abuse of holy things we thick* 
en the darkness and increase the chaos in which 
our heart is enveloped, and render it daily more 
difficult for us to comprehend, that a pastor 
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who, erery day, exercises the functions of the 
holy ministry without the interior spirit of piety 
and religion, is but the phantom of a pastor; 
that it is not enough for us to be exempt from 
gross and infamous vice; and that it is a grie* 
vous and deadly crime for a Priest to be de- 
void of every sterling and priestly virtue. The 
tribunal of penance then, the third resource of 
salvation, which religion has provided for the 
faithful, is of no utility to us. Thus, O my 
God! it would appear, that we are minister* 
and dispensers of thy gifts and of all the re-* 
sources of religion to others, only to render 
them unavailing and useless to ourselves! 

What further resource then, my brethren, 
can still remain to rouse our faith and bring 
us to a sense of our danger ?• What? is it the 
remembrance, or even the sight of death ? It 
is true that the remembrance, and particular- 
ly the sight of death, every day, strikes deep 
terror into the breasts of hardened sinners : but 
as for us, my brethren, our duties familiarize 
us, not only to the remembrance, but even to 
the very spectacle, of death; that terrific mo- 
ment which decides for eternity ; that utter dis- 
solution of the body of clay, in which all things 
perish for man, and which the soul alone sur- 
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yives to be instantly and inexorably judged; 
this spectacle so calculated to confound and 
terrify him, in whose breast faith and hope, 
and the dread of futurity are not altogether ex- 
tinguished, makes no impression, excites nei- 
ther remorse, nor repentance, nor fear in our 
callous and insensible hearts : thus, the remem- 
brance and the spectacle of death— the fourth 
resource which religion has provided for the 
faithful, leaves us all our insensibility. Yes, my 
brethren, we are called, every day, to assist 
some one of our flock, in this last combat; to 
furnish him with the last succors of religion, 
and support him in his agony, by reminding 
him of the mercies of the tiord, and of the hope 
which springs from the mystery of our redemp* 
tion, of which we present to him the conso-. 
ling symbol: we fortify his trembling soul, then 
pressed down under the weight of disease and 
of crime, by the prayers which the church pre* 
scribes to sustain it in this last hour ; we call 
upon the holy Angels to conduct it into the 
bosom of Abraham ; we say to it with the. 
church ; go forth O christian soul into life eter- 
nal : Proficiseere anima Christiana ;* thou hadst 

*See the Ordo commendaiionis cwinue. 
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■not here thy true country; return to the bor 
fiom of thy God, whence thou didst come ; put 
off the clothing of mortality, and go to enjoy 
with Jesus Christ and all his elect, that new 
life which will never end, and which is pro- 
raised to all those, who love him on earth: the 
dying man expires under our eyes, and, as it 
were, in our very bands; we leave the spec* 
tators terrified and m6ved at the sight; there 
is not one, of them that does not enter into him* 
self, that does not make reflections on the short* 
Bess of life, and on the wisdom and the neces- 
sity of preparing for the last moment by purer 
morals and more virtuous conduct ; not one that 
does not resolve to do so : we alone quit the 
scene as tranquil and as insensible as we ap- 
proached it; we alone, familiarized long, to the 
terrific and instructive spectacle, find in it no- 
thing new to disturb or improve us: we re- 
turn from it coldly to our ordinary occupations; 
weary, perhaps, of the length and sadness of 
the duty, we seek amusement to dissipate those 
slight impressions which perchance, might linger 
in our memory ; Nay more, my brethren, we 
sometimes behold this sad spectacle attended 
with the most appalling circumstances : we see 
sudden deaths, in which the hand of God strikes 
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the dissolute and public sinner, without leaving 
a single instant between judgment and his 
guilty life : we run to assist him, but there is 
no longer time; God in his anger refuses even 
a moment to him, who had abused all his days : 
we sound in his ears some words of salvation ; 
we raise our voice and call him aloud, but all 
in vain, he is deaf to our cries, and has no re- 
ply to give us ; for the Lord has called him, and 
to him alone he must now answer: we shake 
and agitate him, we use every effort and every 
art to recal, if it were possible, the parting spirit 
from the region of death, but to no purpose; 
the guilty soul is already in the hands of the 
Angels of darkness, and they will not let slip 
their prey, at our word : but a moment before, 
as though he were immortal, he insulted the 
Almighty, whose hand was already lifted against 
him; he is now no more, he is judged, his 
lot is decided for ever. Such an occurrence, 
like the raging of thunder, fills a whole parish 
or city with terror and dismay ; it is a lesson 
which each one takes to himself: but it is a 
lesson which has no instruction for us, it is a 
bolt which, spends its force in the clouds. Per- 
haps, through decency,, we exhort the specta- 
tors to profit of so striking an example, but 
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we do not think of applying it to ourselves. 
We recount the gad event to our acquaintance, 
without emotion ; we dilate upon its singularity 
and horror, but we do not advert to the strange 
circumstance of our own insensibility, more 
terrific still and more singular than the event 
itself: nay, perhaps, and I cannot utter it with- 
out horror; perhaps, we are more concerned 
for the 6um to be derived from the funeral of 
the deceased, than for the eternal misery of 
a soul which expired in sin, before our eyes. 
O my God! even the terrific prodigies of thy 
justice, which strike a salutary dread into the 
hearts of christians, do not ruffle the calm in* 
sensibility of ours ! the heart of a tepid and in- 
dolent Priest, is a hardened heart, which no* 
thing can soften ; and all the resources of sal- 
vation, which religion offers through our minis- 
try to the faithful, will be for ourselves so many 
new subjects of condemnation ! 

Thus, my brethren, will the years of our mi- 
nistry roll on, without gross scandal or shame- 
ful disorder, in the eyes of men, but also with? 
out the spirit of the priesthood or of religion, 
in the sight of God ; and the farther we ad- 
vance in our course, the more will our indolence 
and our insensibility be augmented. For age, 
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at least, with people of the world, brings some 
desires, some chance of amendment; it extin- 
guishes their passions, renders them unfit for 
pleasure, points out the near approach of death, 
and makes them feel the utter vacuity and fol- 
ly of all that they have seen upon, earth ; it re- 
cals them to their only true and solid object—* 
the care of their salvation: age is then the 
fifth and last resource of salvation for ordi- 
nary christians. But as to a pastor who has 
grown old in this state of sluggishness and in- 
sensibility, amidst the most holy and awful du- 
ties, the more old age advances, the more in- 
sensible he becomes: his latter years put the 
seal to his impenitence : becoming more and 
more familiarized to the sublime and terrific 
functions of the priesthood, in proportion as 
his days are multiplied ; he who once perform* 
ed them, without any sentiment of piety or of 
faith, now exercises them without dignity and 
even without common decency. This, my bre- 
thren, we see and lament, every day ; we behold 
pastors bent down by the weight of years, admi- 
nistering the sacraments, and also participating 
of them, themselves, with a familiarity and an in- 
decency which dishonours religion, debases the 
sacred ministry, and even draws down on them- 
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selves the derisions of every part of their peo- 
ple. Id vain do we admonish them to treat ho- 
ly things in a holy manner; they look upon 
those indecencies as the privilege of their age, 
and leave to the care of the younger clergy 
the decorum and respect due to our great and 
exalted duties: they persuade themselves that 
their long practice, dispenses them from a scru- 
pulous attention to the ceremonies prescribed 
by the church, and authorizes in them, a has- 
tiness and a familiarity which deprives religi- 
ous worship, not only of all semblance of piety 
but even of sober gravity and common decorum. 
We ascribe those unseemly and irreligious ha- 
bits to simplicity, or to a debility of reason 
produced by old age; but we deceive ourselves: 
it is not senility that has occasioned those scan- 
dalous and indeeent habits, but insensibility to 
their duties, which began in early life, and 
which having attained its utmost height, ter- 
minates at last in contempt :* it is not the de- 
bility of intellect produced by old age, but the 
justice of God, which, weary of being so long 



+Impius cum t* profundum venerit . . . contemniL 

Prov. c. xviii- v. 3* 
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insulted by a ministry exercised without any 
sentiment of piety or of faith, has in the end, 
hardened his heart into final impenitence. Thus, 
old age itself, by which God continually calls 
so many of the faithful, to a more christian life, 
consummates the reprobation of the Priest : thus, 
religion offers to the christian, who has had the 
misfortune of going astray, a thousand resource* 
in our ministry, to bring him back to God; 
and a Priest who has had the misfortune of ex- 
ercising that ministry without fervor and with- 
out the spirit of piety and of religion, renders 
all those resources of salvation unavailing to* 
himself: that is to say, my brethren, we ruin 
ourselves for eternity, by the very same means,, 
by which others are saved ; sinners in the world,, 
daily quit their disorders, but a Priest almost 
never puts off his insensibility ; and thus there 
is infinitely better reason to hope the conver- 
sion of a disorderly and notorious sinner, than 
of a pastor who long perseveres, indolent and 
insensible, amidst all that is most calculated to 
awaken his faith and alarm his fears. This, my 
brethren, is not the language of hasty and un- 
reflecting zeal; it is the most certain and ob- 
vious truth that can regard usr, and one which 
1 cannot announce, without being terrified and 
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dismayed, myself. For, that I may compress 
all that has been said, into a few words, let 
me ask you, my brethren, upon what, can a 
pastor who exercises the duties of his minis-* 
try without the spirit of religion, rely for & 
change of heart ? Is it on the participation of 
holy things ? The faith of the simple christian 
is indeed there awakened, but it only lulls us 
into a deeper slumber. Is it on the ministry of 
the word ? That exhibits the beauty of truth to 
our people, but hides it from ourselves. Is it 
on the tribunal of penance? That is a remedy, 
which, by applying to the disorders of others, 
we deprive of all force and activity for our 
own. Is it the remembrance or the spectacle 
of death ? Hardened sinners are daily struck and 
converted by its horrific but salutary terrors, 
but as for us, by having its figure constantly 
before us, we cease not only to fear, but even 
to think of it. In fine, is it old age, at least? 
alas ! years enfeeble the passions of people of 
the world, and prepare them for a change of 
life, but they put the last seal to the insensibi- 
lity and impenitence of a Priest. 

Great God i what hope then of salvation, 
what resources dost thou leave for us, whom 
thou hast chosen fox thy holy ministry ? Th# 
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faithful, assisted by the aids which thou hast left 
to thy church, daily return to thy service from 
the paths of guilt, and we who dispense them, 
find nothing' in them but new occasions of for- 
getting thee and of ruining ourselves! Has 
the priesthood, O Lord! — that divine character 
which we share with Jesus Christ, become for 
us a character of reprobation ? Has the sacred 
unction which consecrated us to thy altars, been 
turned into a burning and consuming oil, to 
penetrate into our bones and our very marrow, 
and dry up in our hearts those principles of love, 
of zeal, of charity, which constitute the whole 
life of the priesthood? no, O Lord! thou hast 
chosen us, not to destroy us, but to co-operate 
in the salvation of thy, elect: our hearts are 
heavy and plunged into a profound lethargy, 
but they are as yet in thy hands : if the very 
dead hear thy voice, those who are but torpid 
and slumbering will not close their ears against 
it. Speak, O Lord ! to our languid hearts, but 
speak to them in that strong and penetrating 
voice which cannot fail to pierce them; quicken 
our sluggishness, as thou didst formerly reani- 
mate the dry bones,* to form them into a great 

*0$sa arida, audiie verbum Domini, Sfc. 

JEzech. c. xxxvii. 
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army, ready to combat for thy glory : rekindle 
in our listless hearts, the expiring flame of thy 
love and thy zeal, as thou didst once rekindle 
in the thick water, the sacred fire which the 
Priests, before going into captivity, had hidden 
at the bottom of a deep pit.* Remember, O 
Lord ! that by preventing our eternal ruin, thou 
also preventest the destruction of the souls en- 
trusted to us; and that by bestowing on us, 
those graces. which will render us zealous and 
fervent pastors, thou preparest the salvation of 
the numerous flock which cannot fail to wander 
far astray under feeble and unfaithful shep- 
herds. We confess with sorrow, that we are 
unworthy of thy mercy; but at least, deign to 
look on thy people ; have pity on the souls 
which have been purchased by all the blood 
of thy only Son, and which will escape eternal 
misery, if thou renewest the piety and the zeal 
of the pastors who conduct them : if we have 
incurred thy displeasure and provoked thy wrath, 
what hath been done by those whom thou hast 
regenerated in the bosom of thy church, that 
they should share our punishments? Isti qui 
oves sunt, quid fecerurd?\ Be mindful, O Lord, 

*2. Mach. c. i. v. 19. &o. t % 2. Reg. c. xxiv. v. 16. 
TOL. II. w 
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of the ministry with which thou hast charged 
us, for their sake; and let our salvation be 
always precious in thy sight, since in thy ado- 
rable designs thou hast linked it to that of the 
flock, which thou hast committed to our care. 
Renovate and save us, O Saviour of men ! thai 
the pastor and flock being renewed in thy grace 
and devoted to thy service, may form that new 
fold and new people which thou didst descend 
from heaven, to form upon earth. 
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ON THE MEEKNESS NECESSARY FOR 
THE CLERGY. 



Meekness in the discharge of our ministry* 
appears to me a subject of so much import- 
ance, that I cannot refrain from adding a few 
reflections to the solid and edifying discourse, 
which you have just heard. 

Without doubt, my brethren, from the mo- 
ment^ in which we become pastors and fathers, 
mildness, tenderness and charity, ought to form 
our principal character, and constitute, as it 
were, the leading spirit of all our duties : yet, 
it is but too true that we often substitute hu- 
mor, the spirit of domination and false zeal, 
for that kind and pradent charity, which alone 
can deserve success and render our labors pro- 
fitable to oar people. For the rest, my brfc- 
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thren, the meekness of which we now treat, 
does not, properly speaking, regard the conduct 
of the clergy in the tribunal of penance, (we 
have on other occasions frequently established 
the % rules that should direct that duty,) it re- 
gards their deportment in the discharge of their 
public functions, and in the ordinary business of 
life among their parishioners. 

Now, I say first, that we often put humor, in 
the place of that meekness which is so amiable 
and so essential in the performance of our du- 
ties. Alas! my brethren, if the grace of the 
priesthood, in consecrating us to the holy mi- 
nistry, changed our inclinations, as it changes 
our state; if it gave to our sentiments, the 
same elevation, as it gives to our character; 
if the sacred unction which is poured on our 
hands to hallow and sanctify them, were to dif- 
fuse its influence over our manners, to purify 
and soften them, it would be unnecessary for 
me to recommend to you a virtue, which would 
have been produced in you by the reception of 
the priesthood : but unfortunately we catry with 
us into the holy place, all the defects of dispo- 
sition and of education; the sacred character 
which stamps us Priests, changes nothing in 
our natural character of men, and a Priest, born 



Digitized 



by Google 



FDR THE CLERGY. 325' 

with a coarse and overbearing mind, with a 
harsh or fretful temper, being once established 
in a parish, so far from finding in his new 
quality of pastor and of father, a check to his 
impetuous humor, and new motives to mildness 
and benignity, finds in it most commonly, new 
occasions of caprice and passion, new incen- 
tives to rudeness and selfishness. In a depen- 
dant and inferior station, we are meek and 
peaceful ; the desire of preferment triumphs over 
the coarseness and impetuosity of our disposi- 
tion ; we obey with meekness and docility ; but 
no sooner do we obtain a parish, than we begin 
to command with rough and haughty insolence ; 
and we throw off all restraint at the very con- 
juncture, which should furnish a thousand addi- 
tional reasons for curbing the sallies of passion; 
and softening down the natural stiffness of our 
minds. Hence the many complaints which dai- 
ly reach us, of the coarseness and asperity of 
pastors : it is not the common people alone who 
complain; the very proprietor of the soil who 
hoped to find in his pastor an agreeable and 
edifying society, a counsellor in his perplexi- 
ties, a consolation in his troubles, a steady and 
religious friend in his secluded retirement, dis- 
covers in him, oftentimes, a selfish and feroci- 



Digitized 



by Google 



339 ON THE MEEKNESS NECESSARY 

eus parish Priest, wrapped up in himself, lead* 
ing a repulsive and solitary life, disdaining all 
communication, without attention or eyen com- 
mon civility to any, and contemning and despi- 
sing the first man in his parish; opposing and 
contradicting him, and thereby filling him with 
disgust for the minister of religion, and for reli- 
gion itself. But although his people were ex- 
clusively of the lower rank, still what good 
could a fretful and overbearing Priest hope to 
effect in the government of a flock, still more 
ferocious and intractable than himself? Every 
thing will disgust him with the coarse and sa* 
yage manners of his parishioner and in turn, 
every thing will revolt them against the sulky 
humor and stubborn pride of their pastor. His 
ministry will be a perpetual round of conten- 
tion and squabble; he will profane the word of 
life by turning his instructions into public in- 
vectives against his people; and in his mouth, 
the divine truths of the gospel will be con- 
verted into the war-cry of dissension and strife* 
These, my brethren, are not mere conjectures, 
the complaints which so frequently reach us, 
from all quarters, too well confirm our just 
fears, and leave us no room to doubt the aad 
reality of this evil. 
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No, my brethren, it is for us who are raved 
to the character of fathers, to hear the defects 
of our children: a pastor who cannot suffer 
something, wiH never produce any real good. 
1 admit that our patience and our meekness 
are, every day, put to frequent trials: a rude 
and ignorant flock almost never attend to con- 
venience or propriety in approaching their pas- 
tor : if they come to complain, they inveigh in 
the grossest language; if to ask a favor, they 
heed neither time, nor place, nor occupation, 
nor a thousand other circumstances, which ren- 
der their request unseasonable and importunate: 
they never advert to the engagements of the 
pastor, nor to the impropriety of their demands : 
they will brook no refusal nor rebuke, but be- 
come impatient and stubborn by every disap- 
pointment, for their rode habits and scanty 
knowledge, which blunt their perception of their 
own follies, sharpen their penetration for the 
errors of their guide. It is then for us, my 
-brethren, to oppose a paternal mildness to die 
rudeness of our people, and to correct and 
soften them, by bearing their faults meekly. It 
would be vain for Saint Paul to exhort us in 
particular, to be patient towards all men ; Pa- 
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tientes estote ad omnes*, if we were, every 
where, to meet that politeness and attention, 
which leave nothing for patience to. endure. 
No, my brethren, exposed as we are to the re- 
pulsive and vexatious importunities of our peo- 
ple, we should not so often abandon ourselves to 
our impatience, were we soberly to reflect, that 
they but use their strict right, when they ad* 
dress themselves to us ; that we belong to them 
and not to ourselves: Nan estis vestri ;\ that by 
repelling them and by refusing to hear them, 
we deny them that time, which is no longer 
ours but theirs; it is a debt which they may 
justly demand. It may be that they choose an 
improper moment, or prefer an unreasonable 
request, but we are not therefore less their 
debtors, and however their folly or awkward- 
ness may exercise our patience, it detracts no- 
thing from our obligations. Thus, my brethren, 
the more fierce and headstrong are our people, 
the more meekness and charity does the pastor 
require to soften and humanize them. Notwith- 
standing all their roughness and fury, they are 
but as an impetuous wind which is stilled by a 



*l,Thess. c. v. ver. 14, t It Cor. c. vi. v, 19, 
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slight shower — one mild and tender word calms 
their fury : peevishness and impatience/ far from 
correcting their defects, tend but to manifest 
our own ; they do not protect us from their 
teasing importunity, but they deprive us of their 
confidence and love. 

Now, my brethren, can a pastor who feels 
any concern for the salvation of the souls en- 
trusted to him, refuse to sacrifice some mo* 
mentary irritation, in order to gain their con- 
fidence and affections, and thus prepare the way 
for the success of his labors among them? The 
first preachers of the gospel were sent as lambs 
into the midst of wolves, and wolves, my bre- 
thren, which tore and devoured them, and whose 
rage could not be satiated but by their blood : 
yet their mildness and patience softened and 
overcame the ferocity of those savage beasts, 
and turned their barbarous persecutors into 
meek and docile lambs. We have succeeded 
to their mission as well as to their ministry, 
and like them, are sent as lambs into the midst 
of wolves. Had we still to encounter their bar- 
barity like our holy predecessors ; were cruel 
torments the only recompence of our labors and 
our zeal, we should either renounce Jesus Christ 
and the ministry with which he had honoured 
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jig, or go to meet our fate with a holy joy : 
and here, where we have nothing more trying 
to endure than the coarse manners of a rough 
and headstrong people ; here, where all our 
patience and all our heroic courage is confined 
to the forgiveness of some slight omissions of 
respect, of deference and attention ia our peo- 
ple ; here, where the whole rage of those pre- 
tended wolves is merely that they are not suf- 
ficiently instructed in all those external forma 
of submission which would flatter our pride, we 
would magnify their want of obsequiousness into 
a crime? we would fancy ourselves authorized 
to treat them with haughty contempt, and deem 
their rude simplicity an outrage, that would 
justify all our bitterness and rebuffs, and would 
thus, ourselves, become' as devouring wolves, 
amidst the lambs to whom we are sent? Alas ! 
my brethren, how shall we excuse ourselves for 
abandoning the patience and meekness of our 
ministry under such slender provocations ? How 
can we pretend to possess the virtues, and oc- 
cupy the places, of our fathers, who endured 
the most exquisite tortures, and glorified Christ 
by their death, we who cannot suffer the slight- 
est importunity, nor honour our station by sacri- 
ficing our convenience or curbing our temper? 



Digitized 



by Google 



FOR THE CLEftGY. SSI 

We are deceived, my brethren, by a spirit of 
habitual domineering over our people, and by 
arrogantly claiming for ourselves, the respect 
which they owe to our ministry alone: we 
look upon ourselves as their masters, when 
in reality we are .but their ministers and ser- 
vants. 

And, behold, my brethren, the second fault 
which we commit against that meekness which 
should accompany and characterize the func- 
tions of the priesthood, it is the spirit of domi- 
neering over the flock— one of the most op* 
posite that can be conceived to the spirit of a 
ministry of charity and humility. The princes 
of the earth, said Christ to his disciples, exer- 
cise an imperious authority over their people : 
pride and terror, pageantry and splendor, encir- 
cle their power ; but, it shall mt be so among 
you; modesty and tenderness, meekness and 
humility, shall be the most valuable privileges, 
and the most splendid ornameats, of your dig- 
nity ; they regard themselves as the masters of 
their subjects, but you shall consider yourselves 
as their brethren and servants : they rule with 
haughty sway, but you shall govern by loving 
and serving your people : Principes gentium 
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dominantur eorum, vos autem non sic* What 
pride then, can we feel, my brethren, from the 
possession of a dignity, which subjects us to 
all those over whom we are placed; which 
makes us debtors to all, and accountable for 
all? What can puff up our hearts, in stations 
of which the only advantage is, that they mul- 
tiply our labors, our duties, our dangers and 
our troubles? We must have forgotten that 
we are the envoys, and that we hold the place, 
of a God, who was humble, patient and satu- 
rated with opprobrium ; we must have forgot- 
ten that we are the ministers of a church, which 
is, here, in a strange land, sighing for her true 
country, when we presume to turn the sacred 
functions of the office with which she invests 
us, into a subject of pride, and render her 
authority odious, by lording it over her chil- 
dren. 

Yet, under pretence of maintaining the ho- 
nor and authority of that office, we are inex- 
orable to those who commit the slightest inad- 
vertencies against us ; we enforce deference and 
submission with peevish exactness, less to ho- 



* Matthew, c. xx. vv. 25. 26. 



Digitized 



by Google 



FOR THE CLERGY. 333 

nbur religion, than to cause ourselves to be re- 
spected; the slightest attack upon our rights 
rouses us into fury, and rankles in our mind; 
we make of our authority a yoke to press down 
our people, and not an instrument to support 
and defend them: we foiget that our rights 
cannot be valuable to us, but in proportion as 
they are beneficial to others; that they have 
been bestowed on us to facilitate, not to im- 
pede, the success of our functions; to conci- 
liate respect to religion, not to encompass our 
dignity with pageantry and terror; to render 
the example of our virtues more public and 
more influential, and not to render our autho- 
rity more haughty and domineering. 

I have already asked, and the question can- 
not be too often repeated, is it possible that 
the ministers of an insulted and crucified God, 
can find any right in their ministry , to autho- 
rize arrogance and pride? and can they per- 
suade themselves that they are supporting the 
honor of a modest and humble office, by ren- 
dering it overbearing and punctilious? I am 
aware that the laws of the church and of the 
state require of the faithful a religious respect 
for the clergy; but we should endeavour to win, 
and not demand, this respect. The fear of the 



Digitized 



by Google 



334 ON TH8 MEEKNESS NECESSARY 

laws may obtain for us external regard, bat vir- 
tue alone can command the homage of the 
heart. Our flocks are already but too much 
disposed to view the temporal advantages of 
our situation, with an envious eye, and our 
rights soon begin to appear doubtful to them, 
when they once begin to suspect our virtue:* 
the more eagerly we improve and enforce them > 
the greater is the suspicion that we do not 
hold them by a good title; the more rigorous- 
ly we exact them, the more they are resisted : 
and although we were to increase them by quar- 
rels and litigations, yet what would we gain, 
if we have lost the confidence and love of our 
people? Do we honour our ministry as the 
Apostle recommends, 4 by rendering it odious 
and useless? 

But, you will say, we must maintain the 
rights of the ministry, which are entrusted to 
our care, and not suffer them to be diminish- 
ed or contemned in our hands. Yes, my bre- 
thren, let us maintain them by the superiority 
of our virtues ; that is the tray by which w« 



♦Rom. c. xi. v. 13.— 2. Cor. c. vi. v. iii.— 2. Tiin. 
c. iv. v. 11. flee. 
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shall always render them respectable: let <ts 
rule over our people by loving, by assisting, 
by edifying, them; it is by these means that 
we shall surely become their masters. Let us 
seek only the interests of their salvation, and 
they will not contest the immunities of our of- 
fice: the authority with which we are invest- 
ed is exclusively for their benefit; let us em- 
ploy it for them, and not against them, and 
they themselves will become its most zealous 
defenders; it is not for ourselves, but for our 
people, that we are ministers of religion and 
pastors of the church ; let us then devote our- 
selves to their wants, without reserve, without 
interest, with no other view than that of their 
salvation. Let this single motive be the con- 
solation of our troubles, the recompence of our 
toils, and the most valued prerogative of our 
ministry": let us accommodate our talents, our 
character, our inclinations to the circumstances 
and to the necessities of our people : let us be 
weak with the feeble ; let us weep with those 
who weep, and suffer with those who suffer; 
let us encourage the pusillanimous, stretch forth 
our hands to support the falling, reprove the 
restless with charity and mildness, befcr with 
those vrho resist us, and vanquish their tbtfi* 
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nacy by our patience : in a word, let us become 
all to all in order to gain all to Jesus Christ, 
and we shall be the first, and the masters of 
all. No, my brethren, it is not want of re- 
spect for religion, that induces our people to 
contest the rights, and contemn the authority, 
of the ministry, but the abuse which so many 
of the clergy make of the prerogatives and im- 
munities of their office. The noble modesty, 
the paternal disinterestedness of a virtuous pas* 
tor, impresses on his flock more veneration for 
his person, and more attention to his rights, 
than all the ardor and skilfulness by which a 
worldly Priest may maintain his dignity and 
enforce his privileges. Our rights, my bre- 
thren, are always better secured in the hearts of 
our people, than in the very documents which 
define and preserve them. 

To these reflections you will reply, we readi- 
ly admit that it is impossible for a pastor of 
peevish temper and of a domineering spirit, to 
preserve that character of meekness, without 
which, he can gain neither the confidence nor 
the love of his people: but how can he cor- 
rect the disorders that reign among- them, with- 
out a certain severity, which is almost always 
incompatible with the meekness of the pastor, 
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ftnd with the affectionate attachment of his flock? 
Hence, my brethren, arises false zeal, the third 
fault against pastoral meekness. 

We will tolerate no disorders/ and in this we 
are right; but oftentimes, in correcting them, 
we fret and stimulate thfem, and render them 
more incorrigible than before, by the haughti- 
ness of our manner and the bitterness of our 
reproof. This, says Saint Gregory, is the mis- 
fortune of a great many pastors : they cannot 
speak except in a tone of menace, to those sin- 
ners, whom they think themselves bound to re- 
prehend; they know not how to address them 
in the language of a father's heart; and by the 
sternness of their countenance and the impe- 
riousness of their voice; one would imagine 
that they intend rather to command them to 
correct their vices; than to inspire them with 
a love of virtue, or persuade them to amend 
their lives: Nunquam clementer admonent; sed 
pastoralis mansuetudinis obliti, jure damnatioms 
ttrrenl* In effect, my brethren, the zeal of 
charity decdeth not perversely, says the Apos- 
tle^ in the remedies which it employs, it pfo* 



•St. Gregor. lib. de Pajtore; ' fl. Cor. c. xiii. v. 4. 
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poses not to itself, the display of its authority, 
fcut the recovery of the patient; it feels no 
secret pride on beholding the transgressions of 
a brother, and far from contemptuously re- 
proaching him with them, it considers itself 
the more criminal of the two, in the eyes of 
Him who penetrates the depths of the heart, 
and the secrets of conscience: k is not provoked 
to wrath* says the same Apostle ; its anger is 
the anger of a tender parent, who, when he 
borrows the voice of the lion, knows well how 
to temper it with the meekness of the lamb. 
No, my brethren, we must appear to love the 
sinner when we reprove him, and show more 
tenderness for his person, than abhorrence for 
his vices: we must teach him to feel the ini- 
quity of his conduct, by the very pain which 
it gives us to reprehend it. If we appear to 
triumph, as it were, in bis vices, to be rejoiced 
on being able to exercise the authority of the 
ministry upon him, and delighted at the op- 
portunity of covering him with confusion, he 
will naturally regard us as the enemies of his 
-character, rather than of his vices : he will re- 



•LCor. c. *iii. v.* 
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pd the hand that seems raised rather to strike, 
than to heal^ him ; he will he persuaded that our 
aim is rather to destroy his reputation, than to 
save his soul ; and our reproofs, far from with- 
drawing him from the paths of guilt, will es- 
trange him more than ever from the way of sal- 
vation and life. Let us appear afflicted, my bre- 
thren, when our ministry will not suffer us to dis- 
semble from a sinner, our knowledge of his. pub- 
lic enormities, and let us convince him by the 
charity and tenderness of our remonstrances, that 
k costs us more pain to make them> than it costs 
him to hear them* Let us remember that Je&us 
Christ was esteemed the friend of sinner* on 
account of the divine sweetness with which he 
received them, of the hoJy familiarity with which 
be honoured them, and of the joy, with which 
he declared that the conversion of even ooa 
among them, would fill the holy Angels m 
heaven. Remember his tears over the impem* 
tent Jerusalem, he wept oftener over the sins 
of his people, than he reproved them, and his 
prayers for them, always preceded and ensured 



* Ecce homo Publicanprum et peccatprum 

amicus. 

M**t. e. *i\ v; Jfc, 
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the effect of his instructions ; let us ascribe to 
ourselves alone, the failure of ours : let us not 
impute our want of success to the hardness of 
sinners, but to the pride, the asperity, the harsh- 
ness and the many other defects that vitiate and 
defile our zeal ; let us accuse the tepidity of our 
prayers for our people, and the uniform infide- 
lity of our lives, by which we have rendered 
our words unworthy of that energy and virtue, 
which God gives to the exhortation of those 
alone, who are animated with his spirit and 
faithful to every duty. Let us humble ourselves 
before God, and weep over past vices and dis- 
appointments : let us multiply our prayers, in 
proportion as the transgressions of our people 
seem to increase, and move the Almighty to 
mercy by our sighs for o'ur brethren, if we 
cannot move their hearts by our remonstrances ; 
and far from suffering ourselves to become more 
incensed against them by their obduracy, let us 
direct all our indignation, exclusively against 
ourselves. 

When I exhort you to meekness, my bre- 
thren, in the discharge of your duties, I do not 
mean to justify the criminal indolence and tor- 
pid insensibility of a pastor, amidst the disor- 
ders of his people : the meekness of the priest- 
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hood is full of tenderness and charity for sin- 
ners, but it feels indignation and horror for 
their vices. A pastor whom the scandalous ir- 
regularities which he witnesses in his perish, 
do not affect, who lives tranquil and unmoved 
in the midst of public prevarications, who au- 
thorizes and encourages them by his silence., 
who will not disturb his indolent repose even 
for the salvation of his people; a pastor of this 
character, has not the charity and kindness of 
the gospel, he is an assassin and a murderer, 
and the most terrible scourge which the Al- 
mighty can send in his wrath, upon the sins of 
a people; he is no pastor, be is an idol, which 
has eyes and sees not, a tongue and speaks not, 
a heart and feels not: Pqstor et idolum* He 
is not a Priest to offer gifts and victims for 
the sins of the people ; he is himself a victim 
of malediction, covered and defiled with all the 
iniquities of the multitude : and would to God 
that his criminal indulgence towards the disor- 
ders of his parishioners, were not designed to 
procure from them, similar indulgence towards 
his own ! God grant, that if he will not under- 



*Zach. c. xi. v. 17. 
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take to heal the sick, it may not be through m 
dread, lest they should tell him to begin by 
healing himself; and that if he affects to time 
his eyes to the public irregularities, it may not 
he from an apprehension that the eyes of his 
people would open to the secret scandals of hia 
own conduct. No, my brethren, a pastor, who 
beholds the corruption of the morals of hia flock, 
with apathy and indifference, has either lost all 
faith, or he is himself more depraved than the 
sinners whom he tolerates. 

I trust, my brethren, that there are none of ' 
this character to be found, in the venerable 
presbytery whom I am now addressing; but 
there is another sort of false meekness, less 
odious indeed j but perhaps, equally dangerous 
in the clergy ; there are soft and timid pastors 
more studious of their own ease, than of the 
salvation of the souls for whom they are to 
answer ; more desirous of gaining the affections 
and suffrages of their people, than of correct* 
ing their vices: they dissemble and tolerate 
every thing, lest they should sour the minds, 
and alienate the hearts, of their flock, whom 
they seek to attach to themselves and not to 
Jesus Christ: they are anxious to make them 
thpir panegyrists with the public and with their 
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superiors, in order to gain a false reputation 
for virtue, and not with the view of render- 
ing them the better christians; in a word, to 
enjoy in greater security, the comforts of a si- 
tuation, of which, increased vigilance and strict 
exactness would diminish the happiness and 
disturb the repose. These are they of whom 
Saint Gregory says, that they are pastors sole* 
ly for themselves, and that they are more soli- 
citous to make their flock love themselves than 
love and practise the truth: Se magis a sub- 
ditis diligi quam veritatem ament* Now, my 
brethren! this is not the endearing and estima- 
ble meekness of the true pastor, but the mean* 
ness and duplicity of the mercenary ; it is put- 
ting ourselves in the place of Jesus Christ 
And, my brethren, what can be more disgrace- 
ful to a Priest, than to be gratified and de- 
lighted by the esteem and applause of a disso- 
lute people, among whom Christ is hated, for- 
gotten and despised? May he not then say 
with the Psalmist, that those who publish his 
praises, cover him in reality with opprobrium : 
Et qui Umdabant me, adversum me jur about ?\ 



*S. Greg. Lib. de Pastore. f Psalm. 101. v. 9. 
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And what shall it profit him to have pleased 
men,, if he has had the misfortune of offend- 
ing God? If God condemns, shall men be able 
to justify, him ? and does he not know, that it 
is impossible to please men by indulgence and 
servility, and be at the same time, the servant 
of Jesus Christ? Si hominibus placeretn, Christi 
8ervu8 rum essem* Moreover, iye are always 
punished even in this world, for that base con- 
descension, by which we endeavour to conci? 
liate the esteem and affections of our people : 
they take occasion from our very indulgence, 
to use less ceremony and reserve towards us ; 
and the more eager they see us to please, and 
timid to contradict and correct, the less do they 
fear to resist and contemn us. It is the ordi- 
nary conduct of God towards those pastors in 
particular, who sacrifice the rules and duties of 
their state, to the vain applause and hollow 
friendship of men, that the ingratitude of theic 
people quickly .punishes their criminal conde- 
scension. He breaks and dissipates the bones 
of those timid and compromising pastors, says 
the royal Psalmist: he raises up in the midst 
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of their flacks a spirit of rebellion against them, 
which brings many bitter sorrows, which forces 
them daily into new embarrassments, and soon 
destroys that iniquitous repose which they had 
endeavoured to contrive, at the expense of their 
duties, in the affection and esteem of their pa- 
rishioners, God unmasks those degenerate pas^ 
tors to the eyes of their people ; he covers them 
with confusion, he renders them despicable to 
their whole flock, and suffers the contempt in 
which they were so long held, to break forth 
into open disaffection and outrageous insult: 
Deus dissipavit ossa eorum qui hominibus pla- 
ccnt ; confusi sunt, quomam Deus sprevit eos.* 
Let us undeceive ourselves, my brethren ; the 
very rudest of our people love and esteem at 
bottom, nothing but true virtue in the clergy* 
They know that God has appointed us to be the 
salt of the earth, to correct and purify men, to 
prevent or tp heal the unsoundness and corrup- 
tion of vice ; yet so far from applying the salt of 
reproof and of zeal to their sores, we are afraid 
to touch them, or we apply mere palliatives ; and 
(hus they regard ourselves as a salt without sa- 



* Psalm, 52. v. 6. 
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rot ; they openly rejoice in our indulgence, but 
they despise us in secret ; they are delighted to 
live under our direction, but they would not 
wish to die in it : they like us better than the 
zealous pastors of our neighbourhood, but they 
respect them more. By our degeneracy too, 
we daily lessen that authority over our people, 
which would be necessary even for our very 
repose: we bear every thing from them, we 
shut our eyes to their vices, whilst they will 
scarce suffer our very virtues to pass without 
censure. Aaron yields through weakness, to 
the demands of the Israelites, and constructs a 
golden calf* for the impious homage and cri- 
minal rejoicings of his people ; and as the re- 
ward of his base complaisance, this very people 
soon after contends with him for the first office 
of the priesthood, and a new miracle was ne- 
cessary to confirm to him, the honor of the 
sanctuary, to which God bad already called him. 
We always lose more than we gain, my bre* 
thren, in the minds of our flock, when we 
attempt to purchase their favor and. love at the 
price of our duty. 



*Exod. c. 32. v. 4. &c. 
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Thus, my brethren, pastoral tenderness is 
mild towards the sinner, but not complaisant 
to his vices; it seeks not to repel sinners bj an 
excessive severity, but it seeks still lets to gain 
their attachment by an excessive indulgence 4 : 
it wishes not to render the sacred authority of 
the ministry odious by the bitterness or the im- 
portunity of its censures, but it wishes srtill lees, 
to render its office convenient and agreeable by 
criminal forbearance. Let us endeavour to edi- 
fy and save our people, for this is the only way 
in which we ought to be studious of pleasing 
them : let us not propose to ourselves to be- 
come agreeable to them, except by being use- 
ful; we shall not be judged by the love and 
the esteem in which we may have been held by 
our flock, but by the benefits which they shall 
have derived from our ministry : in short, let us 
not seek ourselves, but thp interests of Jesus 
Christ, in our functions, and we shall readily 
find that wise mean of pastoral charity, which 
is equally removed from the excesses of an in- 
temperate zeal, and the complaisance of crimi- 
nal indulgence. The rod of Aaron and the 
manna, were laid beside the book of the law in 
the ark of the covenant : let us, my brethren, 
ppntinually meditate that divine volume ; and 
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preserve it in our hearts, as in an ark, formed 
by the hand of God himself; and we shall al- 
ways find on one side of it, the mysterious rod, 
that is to say, pastoral zeal, which is never 
weary of reproving and correcting ; and on the 
other, the heavenly manna, that is to say, that 
divine meekness, that priestly tenderness which 
gains, which attracts, and moves those hearts, 
which it cannot yet change, and which, with* 
out flattering the patient, knows how to sweeten 
the bitter remedy and induce him to try its 
virtue. 

Behold, my brethren, the only true zeal, the 
only pastoral meekness to which I meant to 
exhort you : all other meekness, all other wis* 
dom, which is in reality but another name for 
false prudence and self-love, which is more de- 
sirous to please sinners than to make them dis- 
pleased with their transgressions, and which 
through fear of disturbing its own lethargic 
quiet, dares. not agitate the settled tenor of their 
iniquitous passions, is not the wisdom which 
proceeds from above, says Saint James, which 
descends from the Father of lights, but the wis- 
dom of flesh and blood, of the world and of the 
devil: Non est enim ista sapicntia desursutn 



Digitized 



by Google 



FOR THE CLERGY- 349 

descendens; sed terrena, animalis, diabolical 
The wisdom of charity, continues the same 
Apostle, the true pastoral meekness is marked 
in very different characters. First, it is gene- 
rous and pure ; Qua autern desursum est sa- 
pientia, primum quidem pudica.\ It is not ac- 
tuated by human considerations: it seeks repose 
and happiness solely in its duty : it values the 
friendship of men only in as much as it renders 
them friends of God ; but little solicitous about 
their opinions and esteem, its only concern is 
the care which they take of their salvation : it 
would feel a horror at the very idea of becom- 
ing agreeable at the expense of its obligations, 
and the praises of declared and hardened sin- 
ners would be to it, as so many reproaches: 
Qua desursum est sapientia, primum quidem 
pudica. ' 

In the second place, pastoral meekness is pa- 
cific : Deinde pacifica. It is not by accommo- 
dating the passions, but by disturbing their 
guilty calm, that a meek pastor 'carries true 
peace into the bosom of his people ; his zeal 
troubles and alarms sinners, but it irritates them 



* Jacob, c. iii. v. 15. : • fldem. v, 17, 
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only against themselves ; by warring with then* 
iniquities he restores them to virtue and tran- 
quillity, and re-establishes in families that bar* 
many and happiness which had been forfeited 
by crime. The sword of the word, which, in 
his mouth, pierces the secret folds of the heart, 
which agitates, confounds, overcomes a whole 
parish, changes it from a dwelling place of sin, 
into the abode of charity and peace ; his pacific 
mildness calms dissensions, heals the wounds of 
resentment, reconciles fierce and. inveterate ene- 
mies, and teaches them to forgive injuries, by 
manifesting bis tenderness, and heaping his fa- 
vors, on those from whom he had received the 
greatest insults : Debide pacifica. 

His meekness is modest, without being mean 
and servile : Qpue demrmm e»t wpitntia .... 
modest a. He makes no vain parade of his. au- 
thority, which he causes to be felt solely by his 
tenderness and zeal for bis people: for from 
proudly bearing on his forehead the title of his 
elevation, be carries in his breast no loftier pre- 
tension, than the humble and coupling title of 
pastor and of fetber, which makes him a debtor 
to all. Far from claiming marked attentions 
and inviduous distinctions, he receives with 
pain, those regards which his virtue and his 
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modesty procure him; and thus be inspires a 
greater respect for religion, in proportion as he 
exacts less for himself: Qua desursutn est sapi- 
entia .... modesta. 

But this is not enough, he is besides easy 
of persuasion, and by this means, insinuating 
and persuasive, himself: Qua desursum? est sm* 

pientia suadibiKs. He is diffident of his 

own judgments and opinions; he has alvray* 
an ardent and equal respect for truth, wherever 
she may appear ; and believes that he parties* 
pates in her triumph, when he sacrifices hu 
o*m lights and views to the superior excellence 
of her cause: he is content with enlightening 
and instructing, without domineering over the 
minds of his people: his persuasion owes no- 
thing to the tone of authority, it is effected 
solely by charity and meekness.: animated with 
seal, he is a lion, but like to the lion of Samp- 
eon, the honey of meekness is eter in his 

mouth. Qfue outer* desursum est sapientia 

mudakWt. 

What shall I yet add to his character? he 
is attached to persons of probity and virtue, 
and courts tbeir society, that he may render sin* 
new desirous of being worthy to sttare in tbe 
same confidence: Qua autcm desursum est sa- 
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pientia .... bonis consentiens. He distinguishes 
his parishioners not by (heir property or birth, 
but by their virtue : he respects the powerful 
and the great, and renders to them those honors 
which religion prescribes, but whilst he ho- 
nours their rank, he neither respects nor flatters 
their vices : the only true greatness in his eyes, 
is the love of virtue and . the service of Jesus 
Christ : Bonis consentiens. 
' In fine, my brethren, to complete the cha- 
racter of meekness, his breast is full of sweet- 
ness and mercy for his people : Qua desursum 
est sapientia . . . .plena misericordia etfructibus 
boms. Moved by their miseries and sufferings, 
he does not content himself with pity, but 
stretches forth the kind hand of a friend, and 
adds relief to his compassion : he is in pain 
when. his slender means will not enable him' to 
supply all their wants ; he foregoes his own 
comforts that he may not be wanting to his 
indigent children : far from rigorously enforcing 
his rights, he shares with them his very necessa- 
ries ; but he has also the cousolation of seeing 
(he fruits of his ministry daily increase with 
those of his mercy: Qua desursum est sapim- 
tia . ♦ . . plena misericordia et fructibus bonis. 
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Meditate without ceasing, my brethren, on 
those divine characters of meekness ; never lose 
sight of them in the discharge of your ministry, 
that the public success and lasting fruit of your 
duties may become the glory of the church, the 
edification of this large diocess, the eternal mo- 
nument of your talents and your zeal, and the 
consolation of the Chief Pastor whom God has 
suffered to continue so long at your head ! Huec 
meditate in his esto, vJL profectus tuus mwi- 
festus sit omnibus* 



* 1. Tim. c. iv. t. 15, 



YOL.II. 
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ON THE STUDY AND KNOWLEDGE NE- 
CESSARY FOR THE CLERGY. 



Alas! my brethren, are we then reduced tp 
the necessity of coming here to tell you, as has 
been just done with so much eloquence and 
zeal, that study and knowledge are indispensa- 
bly requisite for the clergy; that it is by us 
alone that religion is preserved and perpetuated 
among men ; that it is upon us alone, the church 
relies for the preservation of the sacred deposite 
of faith : that she has established us to prevent 
error from corrupting the purity of her doc- 
trine ; to impede the corrupt maxims of world- 
ly morals from prescribing against those of the 
gospel, and to hinder our people from returning 
to their former state, that is to say, from be- 
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codling as corrupt, as ignorant of the great 
truths of Christianity, at when Saint Astremo* 
nius* and his Apostolic companions, first an- 
nounced to them, the glad tidings of salva* 
tioti. 

Without doubt, my brethren, you already an- 
ticipate the most striking reflections that could 
be offered to your attentioh 3 on this important 
subject. Of this truth we may say, as of the 
other essential duties of the ministry, that iU 
evidence seems to supersede the necessity of 
proof and to render argument unnecessary to 
enforce it : in the duties of other states, doubts, 
conjunctures, obscurities may sometimes be 
found, which mitigate the strict letter of the 
law, and give rise to favourable interpretations ; 
but the duties of the holy ministry, *re all evi* 
dent, incontrovertible, essentially connected with 
the first notion of the priesthood, admitted and 
acknowledged by the very persons who trans-* 
grese them. Nevertheless, allow me to remark 
to you in this place, that a long familiarity 
with this very evidence itself, weakens its force 
and prevents it from producing any effect up* 



♦He wa» the first Bishop of the See of Clermont. 
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on our conduct : on every point we are already 
informed, and whatever be the particular obli- 
gation on which we are addressed, we learn no- 
thing new, we anticipate all that can be said; 
we coldly repeat it to ourselves beforehand, and 
listen to it with equal indifference, when it is 
announced. 

Thus you are already acquainted with every 
argument that I can urge, on the necessity of 
study and knowledge in the clergy: you are 
aware that we are the light of the world, the eyes 
of the body of the church, and that if the eye 
be evil, the whole body will be darksome;* 
that the church tells us at our ordination, to go 
and teach ; that we are the arks of the new co- 
venant — the repositaries of the law, and that 
being appointed to instruct others in its pre- 
cepts, we should first know them, ourselves; 
that Priests and Pastors without knowledge 
and without light are blind leaders of the blind, 
' and that they must fall into the pit with those 
whom they conduct ;f in a word, that an ig- 
norant Priest, has no right to the august title 
of the priesthood, and that he is the opprobrium 



• Luke. e. xi. v. Si: tMatt. c. xv. v. 14. 
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of the church, and the scorn even of the world. 
AH this, my brethren, you already know; these 
are some of those fundamental truths with which 
our early years were imbued in this holy place : 
at first we were moved, affected and penetrated 
by them; but afterwards discovering them in 
every place, finding them in our books of piety 
and in the daily prayers which the church puts 
into our mouth, they have become familiar and 
trivia], and no longer touch our heart, or even 
arrest our attention : their splendor and beauty 
being always present, cease to interest or strike 
us: they become like those natural objects, the 
sight of which from long acquaintance ceases to 
attract any particular notice. We may apply 
the same reasoning to all our other essential 
duties: we were struck by them, when they 
were first introduced to our consideration, in 
this house of trial and retreat ; but on our quit- 
ting this holy place, their influence was speedi- 
ly weakened; every circumstance of our slate 
bringing them continually to our minds, ren- 
dered us soon indifferent to their force and im- 
portance: by closing our eyes to the light of 
truth which was always before us, we plunged 
into misfortune and crime. When the Priests 
and the Levites, saw the pillar of fire resting 
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upon the Ark, the magnificent and awful sight 
struck them for some time, with a holy terror, 
with increased respect for the commands of 
Moses, and for the sanctity of their office] 
their zeal and fear promised a lasting fidelity: 
but on beholding the daily splendor of the mi- 
raculous light which faile4 not to return, their 
terror and respect gradually diminished ; it ber 
came for them an ordinary object and was view? 
ed without any emotion of reverence or dread : 
their zeal for the functions of the priesthoo4 
soon abated, their respect for the person and 
Commission of Moses was turned into murmurs, 
they were soon ranked among the mutinous and 
the disobedient; and thus amidst all the grandeur 
of the law and the evidence of their duties, they 
prevaricated from the sanctity and the spirit of 
their ministry. 

Similar, my brethren, is the history of our 
degeneracy, and particularly of our indifference 
for study : for some time we have been actuated 
by a sincere desire of advancing in that know? 
ledge, without which, no real good can result 
from the labors of the ministry; but idleness, 
dissipation, and the example of many of our 
brethren^ have insensibly, relaxed our first arr 
flor: we have fancied that we were learn^ 
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enough : and far from improving our element- 
ary acquirements into solid knowledge, and 
blowing the spark of science into a flame, we 
have suffered our first light to go out, and 
forgotten the little which we once learned it 
college. And would to God that this complaint 
were not too well justified by sad experience! 
For the greater number, the priesthood is the 
fatal term of study and application: they pro* 
pose to themselves to acquire barely as much 
information as will enable them to sustain those 
disagreeable trials in knowledge and capacity, 
which they must undergo before being ad- 
mitted to holy orders: but no sooner are they 
clothed with the sacred character, than they 
turn their regard from books to more attractive 
objects; they are delighted that they are no 
longer to account to men, for their talents or 
their ignorance; they are indifferent to the 
great account which they shall, one day, ren- 
der at the tribunal of Jesus Christ, and feel no 
concern for the honor of the church, whose 
consent they surprised, when they presented 
themselves for the priesthood: literary toil has 
now no charm, they will advance no farther in 
the rugged paths of learning. Thus the at- 
tainment of the priesthood is turned into a ge~ 



Digitized 



by Google 



SCO ON THE STUDY AND KNOWLEDGE 

neral privilege, to justify our ignorance, and au« 
thorize a cessation from study: yet it is then, 
that entering on the arduous duties of the mi- 
nistry, we have greater need of industry and 
knowledge; we are Priests solely to serve the 
church, which we cannot do without that infor- 
mation and those lights which the sacred cha- 
racter does not bestow; it either presupposes, 
or it is a new obligation to acquire them ; but 
we throw aside the arms of the holy warfare, 
the buckler of the faith and the sword of the 
word, at the very moment when the church 
commands us to enter into the fight : honor 
and duty are disregarded ; the priesthood in- 
stead of filling us with courage and putting 
weapons in our hands for the battles of the 
Lord, seems to disarm and intimidate us: we 
feel no more taste for study; we no longer 
read ; books, if we have any, are a useless lum- 
ber : and with certain pastors, it is a great deal 
if they can boast the possession of even a sinr 
gle copy of the bible. 

We do not mean to insinuate that study 
should be your whole occupation, or that an at- 
tachment to books would warrant you to lose 
sight of the 'wants of your people : you ought 
{o seek instruction exclusively for their benefit. 
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and dispense to them in public, the riche9 
which you amass in secret. Thus, when we 
exhort you to study, we do not mean to recom- 
mend an application that would render you in* 
visible to your parishioners, but a research that 
would give additional effect to your presence 
and your duties: studies of mere speculation 
or of pure curiosity, having no reference to 
their salvation, would consume to little purpose, 
that time which belongs not to you but to your 
(lock. We do not require that you should pro- 
pose to yourselves, the elucidation of the ab- 
struse and intricate questions of ecclesiastical 
learning ; such undertakings demand those ex* 
traordinary talents, which God has reserved to 
the small number of superior men, whom he 
raises up in every age, to stem the torrent of 
error, to confound the enemies of the faith, 
and to dissipate those clouds in which the pride 
and the temerity of innovation, attempt from 
time to time, to involve the purity and the an- 
tiquity of the doctrine of his church. All are 
tiot Prophets,* nor are the gifts of the Holy 
Ghost imparted to all in equal splendor and 



1. Cor. c. xii. v. 29. 
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abundance ; but all should know Jesus Christy 
and be possessed of a knowledge of his sacra- 
ments and his mysteries : we should be all versed 
in his maxims and his precepts, we should me* 
ditate them continually, should, like the Royal 
Prophet, make them our sustenance and the 
sweetest consolation of our lives; we should draw 
from them that science and wisdom which would 
enable us to supply the wants and heal the dis- 
eases of. the faithful committed to our care. 

Alas ! my brethren, the Scribes and the Priests 
of the Jews, convinced that the knowledge of ' 
the precepts and the injunctions of the cove- 
nant was inseparable from the priesthood, pomp- 
ously enlarged and displayed their philacteries, 
which were nothing but large scrolls of the law, 
with which they bordered the extremities of 
their robes : DUatant philacteria sua et jnagni- 
ficant jimbrias.* This was, indeed, a phari- 
saical and ridiculous affectation, but at least it 
teaches us that a Priest should never appear 
without bearing about with him the law, not 
indeed stitched to his garments, but deeply en- 
graved on his mind and his heart Even in 

*Matt. c. xxiii. v. 5. 
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the days of paganism, the Priests of the idols 
were exclusively occupied in the assiduous stu- 
dy of tb$ fables and extravagances of their my* 
thology ; they lived secluded in the temples, that 
they might answer the deluded individuals who 
came to consult them before being initiated in- 
to the impure and impious mysteries of their 
worship. And yet we, my brethren, who have 
been appointed to inform ourselves of a holy 
and divine religion, who have been charged to 
sink deeply into the sacred and consoling doc* 
trine which Christ brought down from the bo- 
pom of his eternal Father and delivered upon 
earth, we feel no desire, no taste for its study 
or meditation : we regret the moments in which 
we are obliged to consult it: we. are no| 
pshamed of being ignorant not only of its most 
abstruse and difficult points, but even of those 
which are most essential to the right discharge 
of our ministry: we are content with an im* 
perfect and superficial knowledge of its dog- 
mas- and its precepts : we fail to enter by dili- 
gent application, into the spirit and nature of 
the doctrines which we are established to in* 
terpret: how then shall we make those whose 
instruction is confided to us, love or under* 
stand them? And, my brethren, allow me to 
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ask you, are our people really acquainted with: 
the ground work of religion/ with the spirit of 
Christianity, or with the rules of a true and in- 
terior piety? The greater part of them know 
merely some external practices of religion, some 
popular devotions, more profitable, perhaps, to 
the pastor than to the flock; but as to the real 
spirit of our faith and of our mysteries, as to 
our interior and essential duties, they know no- 
thing about them ; and how should they, when 
the pastors who have been appointed to teach 
them, have never taken any pains to study or 
learn them, themselves! 

But you will reply that the greater part of 
country pastors, are provided with such slender 
income, that they have not sufficient means to 
procure books. Alas ! my brethren, did they 
Jove books, were they desirous of possessing 
them, did they really feel the want of them ; 
slender as is their revenue, they would easily 
find means of obtaining them. And besides, 
are so very many books requisite to teach us 
our duty? It is not a great number of books 
that we require of you, for those that are ne- 
cessary are few; but a relish of study; a de- 
sire to be useful in your parishes, to draw from 
prayer those lights which eveu study will not 
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supply* to love the truths of salvation and to 
seek every opportunity of advancing in the 
knowledge of them, that you may make them 
known and relished by your people : in a word, 
what we require is a sincere wish to fulfil your 
duties : but place a pastor of the character which 
1 am describing in the midst of all the books 
that have been written since the first days of 
the church, and you will find that so far from 
feeling any curiosity to read, he would be con- 
founded at the very idea of perusing even one 
of them. 

But every body, you will still say, is not born 
with certain talents, nor have all great capacity 
for learning. But it is for this very reason that 
they who use this ' language, should redouble 
their application, that superior industry. and 
more, intense labor may supply the defect of 
abilities, and make up for that quickness of, ap- 
prehension which nature has denied them. And 
after all, are such rare talents really necessary, 
to understand the rules and the. obligations of 
the holy ministry? Let a holy and diligent life 
stand in the place of great natural capacity: 
your good example will atone for whatever may 
be wanting to the dignity and elegance of your 
public discourses, or to the solidity and splendor 
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of your erudition. Was the servant whose por* 
tkm was least— who received but one talent, ex- 
cused for suffering it to remain unproductive? 4 
1 repeat the question, then, my brethren, art 
talents that strike men with admiration and awe, 
really indispensable to govern and direct a poor 
and simple people, in the paths which conduct 
to life? Alas ! our chief duty is to love them and 
to be sincerely desirous of their salvation; to 
have for them the tender heart of a father and 
a pastor, that will be touched by their miseries 
and still more by their vices ; to beg earnest* 
]y tod unceasingly that the kingdom of God 
may be extended and consolidated, and that 
the blood of Jesus Christ may not have flowed 
in vain over the field confided to our cultiva* 
tkm. How learned and enlightened, my bre- 
thren, is a pastor who is thus disposed! and 
hoW hapfty is the people who possess a guide 
so simple, so humble, so uninformed in appear- 
ance, but so full of the spirit of God and of the 
holy ministry ! Give, O Lord ! to thy church, 
pastors thus lowly but truly great, little in their 
own esteem but worthy of their character and 
serviceable to thy people. 

- - -- - — • -• — - —- -- -- 

•Matt. 0. 39. tv. 34. 39. &o. 
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But, unfortunately, my brethren, in the Uvea 
of those Priests and Pastors, who, to justify 
their idleness and their ignorance, allege either 
the want of books or their incapacity for learn- 
ing, not only do we find neither study nor ap- 
plication, but neither do we discover piety nor 
zeal for their duties, nor lore of prayer and re* 
iiremeot, nor any of those virtues which are 
often more useful and edifying in the church, 
than the science which puffeth up :* ignorance, 
dissipation, idleness and neglect of duty go uni- 
formly together. And let me ask you, my bre- 
thren, or rather do you who daily witness the 
evil which it grieves me to detail, put the ques- 
tion to yourselves ; what kind of life do those 
ignorant, negligent and slothful pastors gene* 
rally lead in their remote and solitary parishes? 
a life as mean, as earthly, and seldom so virtu- 
ous, as the rude people over whom they pre* 
side. But little solicitous to render the field 
of Jesus Christ fertile and productive, they suf- 
fer weeds and rubbish to smother the few good 
ears that spring up spontaneously ; the care of 
improving the temporal property of their liv- 



♦Cor. c. viil. v. 1. 
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ings, engrosses all their attention and forms 
their entire occupation : avarice and neglect of 
duty bring them into squabbles and even into 
law-suits with their parishioners, to whom they 
ought to have been guardians and fathers, and 
among whom the church had placed them as so 
many Angels of peace. When temporal cares 
no longer invigorate their slothful energies, 
books and study having no attraction, home 
becomes insupportable; they wander about to 
dissipate their listlessness, or they go to cheer 
the dull tedium of such of their confreres as 
make profession of the same negligent life as 
themselves. Should any obstacle prevent them 
from escaping from their thraldom and confine 
them to their parishes, they drag their worth- 
lessness about from Jbiouse to house, and exhi- 
bit themselves to their people in such coarse 
and frequent familiarity, that they can never 
expect to be of the least use to them in their 
spiritual concerns. What a life, my brethren, 
for a Priest who holds the place of Jesus 
Christ, in the midst of his people; for a dis- 
penser of his sacraments, of his mysteries, and 
of his graces ! 

Such, however, my brethren, is the inevi- 
table consequence of idleness and neglect of 
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study in a Prtest of the Most High. Hence 
too, those conferences so wisely established in 
this extensive diocess, by our predecessors, and 
so religiously kept Up through the rest of the 
kingdom; those sacred institutions which have 
been always so useful in cementing a sacerdo- 
tal union among the clergy, so calculated to 
keep alive the spirit of holy emulation for the 
right discharge of the duties of the ministry, 
and so serviceable in clearing up the doubts 
and difficulties which cannot fail to occur in 
the fulfilment of the priestly office; those con- 
ferences which we have seen formerly frequent- 
ed with so much zeal, we have the grief, at 
the close of our episcopacy, of beholding near- 
ly abandoned, and almost fallen into disuse 
in several of our districts. Whence, my bre- 
thren, comes this sad and disedifying desertion? 
We cannot doubt it; ignorance, sloth, and ne- 
glect of study are the principal causes of the ab- 
sence of those who stay away ; little capable of 
benefiting those pious assemblies by their learn-. 
ing, and still less disposed to profit of the learn- 
ing of others, the greater part are ashamed 
to make an exhibition of their idleness and. 
their ignorance; and thus what renders this 
resource more necessary to them, makes it odi- 
tol. u. z 
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ous and withholds them from all literary con- 
tact with their brethren. There are also some, 
who fancy themselves learned enough, and who 
think they have no need of going to lose their 
time, in those meetings ; but are they as well 
instructed as Saint Paul, who was raised up to 
heaven, and there imbibed in the bosom of God, 
those ineffable secrets which it is not given to 
man to utter, and who yet did not disdain to 
go up to Jerusalem to confer with Peter and 
James and the other disciples, and to profit of 
their knowledge, in order to conduct himself 
with greater wisdom and security in the du- 
ties of the Apostleship, persuaded that nothing 
but a holy concert among pastors could rapid- 
ly advance the work of the gospel? and you, 
who fancy that you know enough to dispense 
with those pious assemblies, who reside in the 
most secluded parts of the country, without ad- 
viser or assistant; you live without apprehen- 
sion or scruple in dark and lonely solitudes, 
amidst the perils and doubts which continual- 
ly encompass the duties of the priesthood ; you 
oontemn the succor which might be derived from 
a communion with your brethren in the minis- 
try; you even deprive yourselves of the pleasure 
and delight of their holy and engaging society ; 
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and thus the bonds of religion and charity, in- 
stead of binding you to them in eternal union, 
only cause a wider separation : you introduce 
a species of sehism into a diocess, where the 
mercy of Jesus Christ had hitherto preserved 
unity and peace, and you incur the anathema 
pronounced by the Apostle against all who ne- 
glect the true spirit of their calling, and sepa- 
rate themselves from the church : Qui segre- 
gate, semetipsos .... spiritum nan habentes* 

I conjure you, my brethren, to remove this 
afflicting and disgraceful scandal: restore to 
this diocess the glory which it has long en- 
joyed from its regular observance of this use- 
ful article of discipline: my course is already 
for advanced; do not suffer it to close with 
the grief of seeing so holy a usage ready to 
expire; save my old age from this affliction; ra- 
ther fill it with a new joy, by rekindling in 
your own bosoms a new zeal for your duties, 
and particularly for the established conferences : 
Implete gaudium meum;\ with their restoration, 
the love of study and learning will revive. Se- 
cond then, my brethren, on this important sub- 



* Jude. v. 19. t Philipp. c. ii. v. 2. 
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ject, the earnest desires of a Bishop, who has 
always loved you, who has never used his au- 
thority against his brethren without regret, and 
who has therefore reason to hope, that without 
recurring to threats, his remonstrances alone 
will reach your hearts and ensure your com- 
pliance. 
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ON THE 



OBSERVANCE OF THE STATUTES AND 
ORDINANCES OF THE DIOCESS. 



It cannot be doubted, my brethren, that the 
ordinances of the chief pastors in the govern- 
ment of their flocks, are but a renewal of the 
ancient canons of the church. The laws which 
we impose are not new, they are merely the 
ancient rules of discipline, which the decisions 
of so many councils have consecrated from age 
to age ; and far from increasing their rigor, we 
are compelled to soften down their severity, in 
order to accommodate, them to the public re- 
laxation of the morals of the clergy. Thus our 
ordinances have for object rather the mainte- 
nance of that external decency and regularity 
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in the ministry, which prevents scandalous dis- 
order, than the restoration of that rigorous dis- 
cipline, which so long proclaimed the fervor 
and zeal of our fathers. I am therefore in- 
duced from a sincere conviction of the import- 
ance of the subject, to add a few further reflec- 
tions to the eloquent and edifying remonstrances 
which you have just heard, touching the for- 
getfulness and neglect into which the greater 
part of our regulations, and those of our pre- 
decessors, are insensibly falling in this diocess. 
I will admit, for I seek rather to excuse than 
to reprove you, that the scarcity of copies and 
the difficulty of obtaining them, may have oc- 
casioned this extensive evil: but in order to 
render the neglect of them inexcusable for the 
future, we shall forthwith collect and publish 
them together; and we hope that this new aid 
to the performance of your duties, will renew 
the love and the observance of the holy laws of 
the church, among her ministers. 

In effect, my brethren, what pretence can be 
afterwards alleged by those who shall fancy 
themselves dispensed from conforming to the 
discipline prescribed by those holy laws? shall 
they regard them as arbitrary and indifferent 
pnactments, which each one may transgress or 
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observe at his pleasure? this would be too gross 
an illusion : for the government of the church, 
of that spiritual kingdom of which Jesus Christ 
is the Head and the eternal King, would then 
rest merely on vain and useless laws, incapable 
of maintaining in it, that order, security and de- 
corum, which human laws have so long upheld 
in civil society. What ! my brethren, shall we 
then suppose that the church has assembled so 
many venerable councils, and enacted so many 
canons of discipline, touching the morals of the 
clergy, only to prescribe frivolous regulations, 
which each one of her ministers might violate 
without remorse? Shall we suppose that those 
ancient canons, those precious monuments of 
the most fervent and flourishing ages of Chris- 
tianity, which each succeeding generation has 
revered, which the church preserves as her most 
valuable and sacred deposite, which constitute 
the stay and the glory of her government, con- 
tain nothing but puerile decisions and unmean- 
ing regulations, unworthy alike of the gravity 
of the holy assemblies which introduced them, 
of the spirit of God which presided at their 
deliberations, and of the learning and zeal of 
the illustrious prelates by whom they were 
sanctioned and enforced — prelates whose names 



Digitized 



by Google 



#76 ON THE OBSERVANCE OF 

and works still form, at this day, the most safe 
and most respectable channel of tradition? Ah! 
what is there on earth, sacred and inviolable, 
if. these holy institutions are not ? And can the 
penalties and censures which they denounce 
against those who shall infringe them, suffer 
us to rank them with things arbitrary and inr 
different? 

So, my brethren, whilst those venerable re*- 
gulations were religiously observed, the world 
itself, all carnal as it is,' respected the order, 
the peace, the unanimity and piety which reign- 
ed among the clergy; the church, formidable 
by her sanctity, and like an army ranged in or- 
der of battle, presented nothing within that was 
not edifying to her children, and nothing with- 
out that was not respectable to the world and 
terrible to her enemies : Terribilis ut castrorum 
acies ordinata* But although those sacred rules 
have always survived in the holy canons of the 
church, and in the ordinances and statutes of her 
Bishops, they did not always equally influence 
the conduct of the clergy, and from the time in 
which they began to be neglected, either through 



* Cant. c. vi. v. 3. 
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the degeneracy of the second order, or the lit- 
tle zeal of the chief pastors m enforcing their 
observance, the entire face of Christianity has 
been gradually disfigured ; and, in fine, the ig- 
norance and disorder of latter ages had so far 
infected and corrupted the ministers of religion, 
that proud and disobedient spirits turned their 
vices into a pretext for separating themselves 
from the unity of the church, as if the gates of 
hell had prevailed against her, or as if Christ 
had promised the perpetuity of virtue to each of 
his ministers, as he promised the perpetuity of 
truth to the whole ministry. 

There is then nothing but the observance 
of the holy canons, and of the ancient laws of 
the church, revived and renewed by our ordi- 
nances and by those of our predecessors, that 
can preserve among the clergy that good odor 
of Jesus Christ which they are bound to diffuse 
throughout this diocess. 

But usage, you will say, has prevailed, and 
the greater number of those ordinances are 
now neglected and forgotten. And let me tell 
you, my brethren, that this is precisely the cause 
of our present sorrow and complaints, and per* 
mit me to add that it should be also the sub* 
ject of your confusion. What ! you would al- 
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lege for your justification, the very justice of 
our reproaches ! Common usage, you say, seems 
to authorize the neglect of them : but does such 
language suit ministers of Jesus Christ, changed 
with the instruction and salvation of his peo- 
ple? Alas! what will you then answer this 
very people, when to palliate the innumerable 
abuses of the world, against which you declaim 
to vehemently in the pulpit, they shall tell you, 
that they are justified by custom and example; 
that usage has prevailed ; and that the maxims 
of the gospel and the ordinances of Jesus 
Christ, opposed to those abuses, are almost no 
where observed ? you will tell them, of course, 
that corrupt usage cannot prescribe against the 
law, that Christ did not leave custom, but the 
gospel, for the rule of our conduct; and that 
in spite of the general corruption, there are yet 
every where to be found, some virtuous souls, 
who have learned from their Redeemer, that the 
road in which the greater number walk, is that 
broad way of perdition which leads to death; 
who dissent, instead of conforming, to the ge- 
neral example, and who regard the general 
practices of the multitude, as so many crimes. 
And similar, my brethren, should be your an* 
swer to yourselves ; you ought to say that abuse, 
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however general it may be, cannot justify your 
transgression of the law, and that notwithstand- 
ing' the number of your brethren who make no 
scruple of neglecting the statutes of the diocess 
and the laws of the church, God always pre- 
serves among you, some faithful pastors, (and 
you yourselves know them,) who are our glory 
and consolation, and who would consider it a 
species of apostacy, to transgress or contemn 
the sacred laws, which the authority of the 
church has imposed from the beginning, on the 
priesthood. 

You will tell me, perhaps, that you adroit 
the truth of this reasoning, but that you leave 
this great exactness to those fervent Priests, who 
pride themselves on a stricter and nicer regu- 
larity. But on what then, my brethren, should 
a minister of religion pride himself, but on 
holiness and regularity of life? Are there dif- 
ferent degrees in the vocation to the priest* 
hood? do you know any body of clergy, of 
whom some are called to a holy and edifying 
' life, devoted to zeal, to labor, to charity, to 
good works, to the love and practice of the 
rules and obligations of their state ; and others, 
to an easy, sensual and indolent life, estranged 
from labor, indifferent to virtue, and opposed to 



Digitized 



by Google 



380 ON THE OBSERVANCE OF 

every regulation that directs or constrains it? 
The distinction which you make between the 
exact and yourselves, is the terrible decree of 
your own condemnation, and yet you make it 
your apology? 

But besides, those rules of which you consign 
the observance to those who pride themjselves 
on exact regularity, have been made only for 
such, as like you, are careless and indifferent to 
their duties. It was not the conduct of the 
pious and exemplary, that compelled the church 
to enact so many holy canons, and to denounce 
censures against such of her ministers as would 
refuse to conform their deportment to those sa- 
cred laws : they were exclusively designed to 
correct the abuses which began to appear among 
the clergy, to prevent still greater, and to com* 
pel irregular and disorderly Priests to a deport- 
ment more edifying, and more suitable to the 
sanctity of their profession. Alas! my brethren, 
were all the Priests of the church holy and 
fervent, her canons would have been nothing 
but parental counsels to guide their zeal and 
moderate their ardor: she has then been in- 
duced to make laws, solely by the necessity of 
remedying actual abuses, and of preventing still 
greater scandals : her enactments, therefore, are 
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intended to affect those only whose infidelity of 
life demands such precautions, and not those 
virtuous and faithful Priests to whom they 
would be unnecessary: it is then, exclusively 
for the former that the church has multiplied 
her canons, and it is also for them that we re- 
new them by our ordinances; it is for you 
alone and for those who resemble you, and 
who, like you, consign the observance of them 
to the fervent pastors who make profession of 
more exact regularity : for the law, says the 
Apostle, is not made for the just, but for the 
unjust and the disobedient: Lex justo rum est 
posita, sed injustis* 

But those vague and general pretexts are not 
what we have most to dread ; for although we 
often use them, we ourselves easily perceive 
their injustice and folly: an evil more danger-' 
ous, and more to be feared by us, is the fa- 
cility with which we devise personal pretences 
to dispense us from some one of those ordi- 
nances. We have already published rules in 
conformity with the sacred canons, touching the 
obligations of pastors to instruct their people,' 



*lTim. c. i. v. 9. 
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to reside in their parishes and to avoid a sordid 
lucre in the discharge of their functions : let us 
confine ourselves for the present, to these three 
points ; we shall hereafter find opportunities to 
speak of others. Now, suppose that a pastor, 
notwithstanding the rigorous obligation to in* 
struct his people, which is imposed by his title, 
dispenses himself from preaching, and leaves his 
parish for whole years together, without ser- 
mon or instruction ; he will tell us that he has 
no talent for speaking in public, and that from 
timidity or want of memory he could never ex- 
pect to succeed, were he even to make the at- 
tempt. But he who offers this apology for his 
silence, has felt himself possessed of talent 
enough, to ambition and solicit the office of 
pastor, and yet he feels none for the instruc- 
tion of his people? he has given himself as a 
shepherd to the flock, and yet he thinks him- 
self incapable of directing and conducting it? 
the church thought that she consecrated his lips 
to be the depositaries and the interpreters of 
doctrine and truth; and yet he cannot bring 
himself to opeft them, and far from publishing 
the gospel of which he is the herald and Apostle, 
on the house-top, is but a dumb dog that will 
neither resist the wolf, nor give notice of his 
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approach ? It is not then the church, that has 
appointed him a pastor, he has been called to 
that sacred trust, solely by himself: thus he 
professes himself an intruder and a usurper; 
and thus we ourselves in subscribing to his ti- 
tle, without knowing his true character, have 
only subscribed to the sentence of his repro- 
bation, if deceiving himself, he will continue 
to bold it, as he once deceived the church when 
he usurped it. 

But you have been born, you will say, with 
an unhappy memory, and cannot therefore with 
propriety, undertake to speak in public. But 
is the heart as bad and as stubborn as the me- 
mory ? The grave and sacred duty of instruc- 
tion is not a dry and puerile exercise of the me- 
mory, it is a fervent heart and bowels of mere/ 
that should supply our words. Ah! my bre- 
thren, did we meditate the truths of religion 
in the sacred volume, did we truly love them ; 
did we feed on them, as the Apostle says; did 
we make them our occupation and delight, we 
should feel neither difficulty nor reluctance when 
we are obliged to discourse of them to our 
people. We easily learn to speak of what we 
love: the heart furnishes an eloquence far more 
touching and powerful than that of the memory; 
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it speaks a language which the memory wilt 
never supply. A holy pastor, devoted to God 
and to the salvation of his people, finds, in the 
warmth of his zeal and the abundance of his 
heart, those burning expressions of the spirit of 
knowledge and love, which are a thousand times 
more effective, and more calculated to touch 
and convert sinners than all the pompous art 
and sounding periods of human eloquence. Do 
not then tell us that you are without capacity 
for public instruction, it is not the talents of an 
orator but a father, that we require of you, 
and what other talents does a father need to 
speak to his children, than tenderness, and the 
desire of serving them? 

The first pretext then, is want of talents. 

There are others, who readily admit, that 
public instruction is unquestionably the first and 
most indispensable duty of the pastor ; that in- 
deed they discharge it seldom, but that a fee- 
ble constitution and indifferent health will not 
allow them to perform it oftener. To show 
the folly of this pretext, we have only to send 
the greater part of those who allege it, to their 
conscience, and to ask them : can you fairly 
justify to God that pretended want of health, 
by which you excuse your silence, to men? 
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fetid is your conscience quite at ease as to the 
sincerity of this allegation ? Does the infirmity 
.which you put forward, render you unfit for 
any thing, except your duty? does it not leave 
strength enough to attend to your temporal 
concerns, and the calls of business; to support 
.the pressure of occupations and engagements 
ikr more burdensome to health, than the mere 
toil of public instruction ? nay, does it incapa- 
citate you for pleasure, for dissipation, or for 
habits of intemperance and excess, capable of 
undermining the most vigorous health? Are 
you ever indisposed but when there is question 
of your ministry ? and yet you allege for your 
sole apology, a weakness of body which is 
.capable of bearing every thing, but fidelity to 
jour obligations? Alas! it is not then your 
.body but your heart, that is feeble, languish- 
ing and sick; it is not strength but piety that 
is wanting to you. Renew yourself in the spi- 
rit of your vocation and your vigor will be 
renewed like that of the eagle; and like the 
Apostle you will never be stronger than when 
you appear weakest : Cum iiifirmor tunc potens 
sum.* Go to the root of your infirmity : cure 

* 2. Cor. c. xii. v. 10. 
vol. n. 2 a 
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the languor of your soul, and that of your body 
will quickly disappear: increase in faith, in 
charity, in zeal, and you will at the same time, 
increase also in health: give up the love of 
your ease, your pleasures, your idle and tin* 
profitable life, and you will soon recover a taste 
for your duties : love the church, which has 
placed you in the honourable rank of its mi* 
nisters, and you will feel no pleasure but ia 
sacrificing yourself to the priesthood : be the 
good shepherd, and you wiH esteem yourself 
happy in giving your cares and your life for 
your flock, and fkr from alleging pretended in- 
firmities to dispense you from tending them, 
even such as are real wiH not be able to ar- 
rest your zeal: you will derive a taew and irre- 
sistible strength from your weakness ; Fortis est 
ut mors dQectio:* and thus the criminal illu- 
sion, which indifference and sloth have cast 
around you, will be dissipated by light from 
above and by the generous spirit of pastoral 
charity. 

The second pretext, therefore, is want of 
health. 



♦Cant c. viii. v. 6. 
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tint there is yet a third description of pas* 
tors who allege a different excuse for their si* 
lenoe: we have preached, they say, for many 
years, and have instructed our people with 
punctuality and zeal ; have we not a right at an 
advanced age to give ourselves some repose? 
you have, my brethren, and nothing can be more 
truly respectable than th6 rest of an aged pas- 
tor, whose yfcars and long continued toils disable 
him from continuing his duties. But it is pas- 
tors of this venerable character whx> alone re- 
fuse to repose: in vain do we offer them an 
asylum, and exhort them to spare the remnant 
of a life so dear and so precious to the church ; 
they are deaf to our remonstrances: their 
strength seems to be invigorated by years \ and 
the older they grow, the more does their pater- 
nal tenderness increase for the beloved flock, 
which they have brought forth during so many 
years to Jesus Christ, and which they cannot 
resolve to abandon : Ad hue rnulliplicabuntur m 
eenecta uberi, et bene paiienies erunt* Whilst 
so many others, after a few years of toil, aqd 
«tlll in the vigor of iife, grow weary, give up, 



* Psalm, ei- v. Id. 
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look backward, drag themselves along unwil- 
lingly in their course, are disgusted with their 
duties, .think they have already done more than 
enough, seem to wish like the foolish labourers 
in the gospel, to reckon with the father of the 
family and demand their wages, as though they 
had already borne the weight of the day and the 
-heat; and thus destroy by their alienation and 
their indolence, not only the whole fruit of 
their past labors, but also that which theic ex- 
ertions might still produce, and which their ex- 
,perience would render more certain and more 
lasting. 

In vain do we flatter ourselves that a parish 
where we have, during a long period, careful- 
ly inculcated the knowledge and the obligations 
of a christian life, cannot now suffer from the 
,vyant of instruction ; that no one is ignorant of 
the mysteries or the duties of religion, and that 
therefore there is nothing new to teach them. 
But is the light of truth never obscured in the 
minds and the hearts of sinners? does not the 
; quick and almost certain return of, their, pas- 
sions continually raise up clouds, which we 
must never be weary of dissipating? do not the 
many who are merely stunned by the force of 
truth, still require repeated and long continued 
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efforts to fix their determination ? do not those 
who after a brief and imperfect conversion rair 
serably relapse into crime, still want a fender 
and charitable hand to raise them from their 
fall ? Ought we to abandon those hardened sirir 
ners to their impenitence, who have hitherto 
resisted bur preaching and our denunciations, 
and think ourselves without guilt whilst we 
leave them to descend tranquilly to perdition? 
Do not cowardly souls need to be confirmed 
and strengthened against the temptations which 
assail them from within and from without; and 
do not even the just require to be fortified 
against the accidents and vexations of life, and 
'against the anxieties and difficulties of virtue 
itself? You pretend that every thing is done, 
when in reality you have still every thing to do. 
Does your people cease to be yours, by dej- 
voting a few years of labor to its welfare ? do 
you cease yourself, to be a pastor, by having 
for some time discharged the functions of that 
office? or rather are you not inexcusable, after 
having long sown and cultivated with industry, 
to suffer yourself to despond, and to interrupt 
your labors at the very moment when you are 
on the point of gathering the fruit of all your 
toils ? You begin to neglect your parish at the 
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precise time when the knowledge which longf 
experience has given you, of the wants of your 
people, would render your instructions and cares 
far more beneficial to them ; when your author 
rity being already confirmed, and the confi- 
dence and docility of your people sepured, yoq 
might undertake to introduce certain important 
regulations, to correct certain inveterate abuses, 
in a word, to establish a thousand necessary 
changes, which could not be even attempted 
in the beginning. No, my brethren, can a pas- 
tor who is still in a condition to labour, ever 
believe that he has acquired by his past toils, 
the privilege of passing the rest of his life if| 
inglorious inactivity ? do not the daily wants of 
his people protest against tyis indolence and de- 
generacy ? are not his obligations, as lasting as 
his strength ? Did Jesus Christ, the great mo- 
del of pastors, declare that his mission was 
finished, and the ministry with which his Fa- 
ther had charged him, accomplished, till he 
himself consummated it by his sacrifice on the 
cross: Consummatum est.* And shall a Priest 
fhink himself justified in abandoning his mini;- 
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try, while the work with which he was charged! 
by the church, is yet hardly begun ? Shall he 
be, one day, able to say with Christ to his pter? 
ml Father, that of those whom he had confide^ 
to him, not one had perished through his faujt? 
Quqs dedisti mihi, nan p&rdidi ex ijs qifiemr 
quom* Ought he not to regqlatp his zeal by 
the wants of his people, and not by the timp 
which he has already employed in relieving 
them ; should he not persevere to the end, anfl 
like the Apostle, joyously be made a victim, \f 
necessary, upon the sacrifice and the bondage 
of his own zeal, and of the fyith of his peo- 
ple? Sed etsi immolor supra sacrificwm et (?#- 
neqvium jidei vestrce; gaudeo et congratyUar.f 

The third pretext then, is the length j&nd 
services of our ministry. 
. But if pastors form protects to dispense thew 
from the duty of initructipp, it is not surpri- 
sing that they should cw^rive others op the ob- 
ligation of residence, which is equally indis- 
pensable. 

I sljall nat ipeajk Qf that fjqeqpept.and^inwjt 
daily absence, which has noting i# view frut 



*Joto, ,e. *vitf. y. 9, tPMlJPP- c. #. y. %J. 
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amusement, dissipation, and excess, and iii 
which . a lazy and indifferent pastor, seeks to 
fill up the void of an unprofitable existence, 
by the eternal hurry of a rambling and bust- 
ling life, ever attended with a criminal oblivion 
of his duties; he is the continual scandal of 
the people, who witness his never-ending ram- 
bles, and the pest of the whole neighbourhood 
through which he is perpetually driving, to dis- 
turb the retirement of his clerical brethren, and 
to engage them, to come in turn to disturb his 
own : so that in certain districts the pastors are 
oftener seen on the highways, than in their 
very parishes. 

And when I say, that I shall not speak of 
so deplorable an abuse, it is because no pre- 
tence of necessary recreation, or of becoming 
intercourse, can palliate or excuse it: besides, 
it is a scandal which a Priest cannot justify 
even to himself, and which therefore calls not 
for our arguments but our tears. I need not 
add, that a pastor is no where safe from his own 
weakness, but in the midst of dispeople; they 
form a secure rampart against his frailties ; and 
God finding him in his place, assists and pro- 
tects him against all the assaults of his foreign 
find domestic enemies.' But when he withdraw* 
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from this place of security; when idleness, dis- 
sipation, the love of pleasure and aversion from 
duty seduce him from his home, God no longer 
knows him, but leaves him without protection 
in the hands of his own passions. And hence; 
my brethren, as you well know, the intempe? 
ranee and excesses of pastors: henee the for- 
getfulness of modesty and decency in discourse,* 
amidst the boisterous merriment and gross en- 
joyments of the table: hence too it happens, 
that he who is a minister of Jesus. Christy 
whose tongue is daily consecrated anew, both 
by sacred words which Angels are not permit- 
ted to utter, and by the participation of the 
adorable mysteries, oftentimes so far forgets or 
despises the spirit and the dignity of his calling; 
as to glory in being less reserved and more 
licentious in conversation, than even men of 
the world : hence, in fine, the many still more 
lamentable disgraces which I blush to name, 
and the extinction of the spirit of the priest- 
hood, among those of the younger clergy, whose 
opening years held forth the promise of greater 
utility and edification to this diocess. 

You will tell me, perhaps, that it is neither 
the love of pleasure, nor repugnance to your 
flutiesj that urges you to such frequent absence 
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from your parish; but that it is exclusively 
Caused by your seal to maintain the rights of 
the church and those of your living, and by 
the necessity of defending yourself against the 
unjust suits and vexatious opposition* of your 
parishioners. 

Before replying to an allegation, as huroi* 
liptiog to a pastor as it is unfortunate for his 
flock, I might first inquire whether you are 
pot yourself the aggressor; whether an insati- 
able cupidity and a contentious disposition so 
contrary to a ministry of charity and peace, have 
not conjured up imaginary rights, unknown to 
your predecessors, and having no existence, save 
in your wretched spirit of intrigue and chicane, 
and in your unlawful desires to augment your 
comforts and your wealth. 

Neither shall I inquire whether the barba- 
rous exaction of your claims from an impove- 
rished people, has not led them to refuse you, 
those dues which they awarded to your prede- 
cessor, solely through respect for his piety and 
disinterestedness,. and through gratitude for his 
zeal and his indefatigable attention to their ne- 
cessities. 

Setting aside those inquiries, which at om* 
Condemn the greater part, I shall content my- 
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jtelf with asking, whether the privation of those 
trivial dues which you exact with such unfeel- 
ing rigor, and protechte with such unrelent- 
ing animosity, under pretence of defending the 
rights of the church, constitute an inconwni* 
ence more afflicting to her, than the abandon^ 
went, and the want of succor and instruction, 
to which your absence consigns your people ; 
not to mention the spirit of hatred, of rebellion 
and contempt with which your chicanery in* 
spires them against you, and which puts it out 
of your power to be ever useful to them by 
your ministry ? Compare those two evils ; and 
see whether the paltry increase of your revenues 
pan confer a benefit on the church, paramount 
to her grief that a wjiok flock redeemed by the 
blood of Jesus Christ should be abandoned and 
perish. Alas, my brethren, the dearest rights 
of a pastor shoqld be those which facilitate the 
-success of his duties. In vain does he disguise 
liis avarice under hiq pretended obligations to 
maintain the rights of the church ; for her mcest 
legitimate pud valued immunities are, that the 
faithful whom she has brought forth to Jesus 
Christ, be instructed in the truths of salvation; 
4hat by reducing them to practice, they may ob- 
-fsin that celestial inheritance which her spouae 



Digitized 



by Google 



396 ON THE OBSERVANCE Or 

has purchased for them with his blood ; that 
the number of the elect be increased and filled 
up, and thus arrive at the age of the fulness of 
Christ, which is to unite them for ever to her di- 
vine head. This is the only end of her prayers, 
of her sacraments, of her worship, and of all her 
most sacred rights : whatever does not conduce 
to this exclusive and sublime end of her esta* 
blishment on earth ; and still more, whatever re- 
tards or essentially impedes its accomplishment, 
not only does she not covet nor ambition as a 
right, but she detests it as her shame and her 
opprobrium. 

And do not tell me that you are not in this 
odious case ; that you have no quarrel with your 
flock, and that if you reside less habitually than 
you ought in your parish, it is because you 
have charge of orphan nephews and nieces, who 
would sink into poverty and want, from the 
plunder or the mismanagement of their proper- 
ty, if you did not place yourself at the head of 
their affairs. 

This is the second pretext for dispensing with 
the obligation of residence. 

Before showing its futility, I may be allowed 
to ask you, whether this absence which you 
suppose so important to the fortune of your re- 
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latives, is not caused more by the love of dis- 
sipation and bustle ; by the ostentation of show- 
ing yourself necessary, and of displaying your 
talents and your credit, and, perhaps too, by at- 
tention to your individual interests, than by the 
necessity of promoting the welfare of your fa- 
mily ? The mere suggestions of inclination are 
readily transformed into duties, when they ap- 
pear to dispense us from our real: obligations,, 
which are always onerous and disagreeable : but 
although you were not in this situation, and 
though your relatives really needed your as- 
sistance, yet could you suppose yourself ex- 
empt on that account, from the services which 
you owe to your parish ? Your family, you say, 
would fall into poverty and want, if you did 
not place yourself at the head of its affairs; 
but do you imagine that this plea will excuse 
you before God, if your absence produce ig- 
norance and disorder among your people ? 

The residence of a pastor in his parish, is a 
duty inseparable from his title: therefore, the 
cares which you fancy that you owe to your 
relatives, being incompatible with your obliga- 
tions to your parish, you must choose between 
them, and either renounce the sacred station of 
which you 1 cannot discharge the duties, or g4v* 
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up those cares which render them impractica- 
ble. This is not a counsel, nor a maxim of per* 
fection, but a rigorous precept, which no stu- 
thor however lax his morality, has ever attempt- 
ed to qualify even by an equivocal opinion : it 
is the unchangeable doctrine of the church. 
You are aware that Saint Cyprian, that illus- 
trious and indulgent Bishop, deposed a Priest 
from his sacred dignity, who had accepted the 
guardianship of his nephews, and whose mista- 
ken tenderness had seduced him from the peace 
and the functions of the sanctuary, to engage 
him again in the profane and agitating cares 
ef the world. The church when she establish- 
ed you a pastor, commanded you to consecrate 
all your time and all your cares to your flock : 
she has permitted you to live by the altar, on*- 
ly on condition of serving the altar; and she 
considers it a crime that you should render th$ 
price and the recompence of your functions 
subservient to family interests and litigations, 
which of themselves, unavoidably turn you aside 
from those very functions themselves. The sal* 
vation of your people 'is far more precious in 
her eyes, than the fortune of your relatives: 
you will not hereafter be made responsible for 
the derangement of their affairs, but ypu shall 
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rigorously account for the disorders of your pa- 
rish: Connexion* whom Providence suffers to 
remain iti poverty, will in no degree influence 
your eternal lot ; but a flock committed to your 
«are, and left through your neglect, destitute 
of all the goods of faith, and of all the succors 
of religion, shall for ever cry for vengeance 
against you ; in a word, your situation defines 
and 'points out your duties. Thus, when the 
Apostle* forbids those who are enrolled in the 
host of the church, to mingle in the tumult of 
secular cares ; the prohibition is not a mere ad- 
rice, but a rigorous precept. Our relatives 
become strangers for us from the moment in 
which the church gives us a new family and new 
connexions, by withdrawing us from the workj, 
hy consecrating Us to her service by the unc- 
tion of the priesthood, and by establishing us 
pastors of the faithfol. A Prietit according to 
the order of Melchisedec, as we are taught by 
the same Apostle, has no longer father, nor 
toother, tior genealogy according to the flesh ; 



**Nemo militant t)eo itnplicat se negotiis scecti*. 
laribus: ut ei placeat, cui se probavit. 

2, Tim. c. ii. v. 4. 
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•Sacerdos Dei Sumnd .... sine palre; sine nut* 
tre; sine genealogia;* he is a*nan of heaven, 
and the' ties by which he is bound, and the re- 
lations which he has to fulfil, are all spiritual 
and celestial. Thus, Jesus Christ hearing, 
whilst occupied in teaching the people and in 
fulfilling the high duties of his mission, that 
his mother and his brethren were without, de- 
'siring the consolation of his presence, he an- 
swered that those whom his heavenly Father 
had given him to instruct, were his mother and 
his brethren : Nuntiatum est illi, maler tua el 
fr aires tui stant foris, volentes te videre: Qui 
respondens dixit ad eos: mater mea et fratres 
met hi sunt qui verbum Dei audiunt et fa- 
ciunt.f 

Let us be then convinced, my brethren, that 
our truest and most indissoluble kinsfolk, are 
the people whom God has committed to our 
charge, and to whom he has given us for pas- 
tors. From flesh and blood we have received 
family and relatives, and we owe them, there- 
fore, such charitable advice and assistance as 
may be compatible with our other obligations, 
for the grace of the priesthood does not extin- 



♦ Hebr. c. vii. vv. 1. 3. f Luke, c. viii.vv. 30. 91. 
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guish the sentiments of nature, but regulates 
and sanctifies them. But it is the church, it 
is God himself that has cemented the union 
between you and the people of your parish : 
they are the children over whom he has esta- 
blished you a father, and to them you owe your 
whole self in virtue of that character. You 
are no longer free, no longer your own, says 
the Apostle: Nan estis vestri;* you can no 
longer dispose of your time, your cares, your ta- 
lents, at your own choice. Far from being per- 
mitted to devote any portion of them to other 
objects, you can never find enough for the faith- 
ful discharge of the innumerable and sublime 
duties of your ministry; and besides, whatever 
be the measure of your talents and of the other 
gifts which you possess, all belongs to the 
church, and to the people to whom she has 
united you. She alone can dissolve the sacred 
bond and connect you with other duties, but 
as long as it subsists, it brings with it a servi- 
tude,, which leaves you no longer your own 
master. The title which places you over your 



*LCor. c. vi. v. 19. 
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people, in reality subjects you to them ; by be- 
coming their pastor, you become the minister 
and servant of all : they have all, a strict right 
to your time, your care, and your abilities ; to 
them your powers belong, they are their pro- 
perty and not yours : you are guilty of injus- 
tice and robbery in employing them otherwise 
than for their benefit; and you must either re- 
nounce the title with which you are invested, 
or gire up whatever is incompatible with the 
duties which it exacts. 

The true source of these abuses and evasions, 
is, that the greater part, when appointed to a 
parish, instead of regarding their new prefer- 
ment as a heavier yoke and a real servitude, 
consider it an independent and permanent situ- 
ation, where they now begin to be their own 
masters, where they no longer depend on the ca- 
price of parish priests or the partiality of the 
ftishop, and where they exchange for ever, the 
misery and uncertainty of their former subordi- 
nate condition, for competency, stability and 
ease. The advantages of this new state engross 
their whole attention : duty and labor are omit- 
ted and forgotten : the new relations which they 
have contracted, neither alarm their' fears nor 
even occupy their thoughts: it would appear 
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that they are become pastors solely to enjoy a 
permanent place and a fixed and certain in- 
come : every thing else, the difficulty and peril 
of their new obligations, the responsibility and 
danger attached to their greater authority, the 
honor of religion and the glory of God, in a 
word, all that regards the salvation of the flock — 
the only essential object, is with them a second- 
ary matter, which does not even enter into their 
calculations. But comforts, liberty, indepen-* 
dence, these are the essential concerns which 
occupy their minds and influence all their mea- 
sures ; they ambition the most formidable office 
which a Priest can fill on earth, solely with a 
view to those advantages ; and thus it is that the 
same human motives which vitiated their voca- 
tion, at their entrance into the holy ministry, 
afterwards infect and corrupt its entire course : 
they regard the most trifling impediments, the 
slightest difficulties, as more than sufficient rea- 
sons to dispense them from the most import-* 
ant duties attached to their appointment — du- 
ties too, which probably formed no part of their 
consideration, when they sought to obtain it. 
As thcjrviewed the situation only in reference 
to themselves and to their own advantages, what- 
ever straitens or incommodes them, whatever 
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disturbs their indolence, or ruffles their enjoy- 
ments, whatever contradicts their taste, their 
interests or their views, is allowed to triumph 
over every motive of duty and conscience : and 
hence the many frivolous pretexts which pas- 
tors form to themselves, to dispense them from 
the obligations of instruction, or residence in 
their parishes, and of disinterestedness in the 
performance of all their duties. 
. This abuse I had intended to combat in the 
last place, if the others had not led me too far : 
but I cannot omit to say a few words on it, in 
conclusion, and to direct your attention to our 
regulation regarding the honorary which pas- 
tors may receive for the exercise of their func- 
tions. Yes, my brethren, this ordinance so lit- 
tle honorable to the holy ministry, and which 
the disinterestedness of the clergy ought to have 
spared me the sorrow of publishing : this ordi- 
nance designed less to point out to the faith- 
ful what they owe their pastors, than to set 
limits to the avarice and rigor of pastors to- 
wards the faithful; less to teach the flock that 
they ought not to refuse temporal benedictions to 
those who dispense spiritual ones to them, than 
to teach the dispensers of holy things to dis- 
pense them in a holy manner, and not with the 
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base motive of paltry gain : this ordinance which 
I would wish to blot out from the number of 
those published by me, because it will be a 
lasting monument of the sordidness and ava- 
rice of the clergy, and of the oppression and 
just complaints of the people, which have ren- 
dered it necessary : of this ordinance, notwith- 
standing, I am, in spite of myself, compelled to 
speak, and to perpetuate the memory of it, in 
distinguishing it from the rest, by the severer 
penalties with which it is necessary to punish 
those who shall transgress it. 

Yes, my brethren, with all the bitterness and 
sorrow of my heart, I have learned that there 
are still to be found in this diocess, pastors 
so mercenary, so little affected by the sublimi- 
ty of their functions, the misery of their peo- 
ple, or the august and tender character of pas- 
tor and of father, as to dare transgress the wise 
bounds which, by a former ordinance we placed 
to their detestable avarice and cursed extor- 
tions. Far from feeling shame at a law by 
which they are dishonoured, and endeavouring 
to cast it into oblivion by a paternal and dis- 
interested conduct, they themselves, by habitu- 
ally infringing it, force their wretched people 
to cast it continually in their face, to appeal 
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to it as their protection, and to plead it even 
before the lay tribunals, to screen themselves 
from the infamous prosecutions of their avari- 
cious and tyrannical pastors. What an oppro* 
brium to the sacred ministry ! what a disgrace 
to religion! what a scandal to the wavering 
and feeble virtue of the multitude ! But what 
could I say to Priests so deserving of all the 
anathemas of the church, were there any of 
this detestable character among those who now 
hear me? Is it to remind them of the sacred 
laws of the church, touching the disinterested- 
ness and charity of her ministers ! of the sanc- 
tity of our functions, and of the inestimable gift 
of God, which, is not bought nor sold for mo- 
ney t of the blood of Jesus Christ, that preci- 
ous pledge of his love, of which we are the gra- 
tuitous dispensers, and not like Judas, the per- 
fidious and execrable venders ! But how could 
they be sensible to those great truths of faith, 
they who are not susceptible of the commonest 
sentiments of propriety, of modesty or of huma- 
nity ? they are not even men ; how then could 
they be moulded into ministers of Jesus Christ? 
nature has lost her rights in their hearts, how 
then could the sublime sentiments of religion 
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and of the priesthood exist in them ? I feel the 
-harshness of these expressions, but no language 
can adequately convey the abhorrence and in* 
dignation due to a. scandal which covers the 
glory of the sanctuary with opprobrium, and 
~wi»ioh turns the temple of the living God into 
the infamous abode of robbers and venders of 
io!y things. 

The only resource against this lamentable 
*vil, the only means of preventing it from in- 
fecting the whole diocese, is that you, my bre- 
thren, who bewail it with us and with the 
church; who are our glory and our consola- 
tion, and the worthy co-operators of our epis- 
copacy in your parishes, would openly -mani- 
fest your detestation of a conduct so disgrace- 
ful to the holy ministry; that you would lay 
aside all reserve, all forbearance, all human res- 
pect for those of your brethren whom you know 
to be deformed by this hideous vice. Keep no 
terms of intercourse or civility* with Priests 
who show that they have no community of sen- 
timent with you not only on the priesthood, 
but even on religion and humanity : they are 
not your brothers ; they are strangers and ene- 
mies who have entered into the inheritance, only 
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to plunder, to disgrace and destroy it. Should 
they persevere in their iniquitous course after 
your charitable admonition, publish their infa- 
my to the world : utter your detestation of it 
in every place and in every society, and do not 
jail to solicit our just vengeance, against the 
impious hirelings : let no timid silence, no false 
prudence, in concealing this sacrilegious abo- 
mination from our knowledge, render you par* 
ticipators in a scandal so disgraceful to the 
church, the glory of which is integrally confided 
to you : let your public indignation against those 
unworthy brethren, and your total interruption 
of all commerce with them, proclaim to the 
faithful, the abhorrence of the church, for those 
base and contemptible mercenaries: St is qui 
Jrater nombtatur, est out avarus .... out ra- 
pax cum ejusmodi nee cibum sumere* Join 
your zeal to mine; this is one of those scan- 
dals which the Angels of the church must not 
delay till the harvest time to pluck up: it 
would be soon extirpated in the diocess, were 
virtuous pastors to unite their efforts with 
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mine, and by raising a public outcry against 
so monstrous an abuse, to cover the guilty 
with that confusion and opprobrium, with which 
their infamous avarice perpetually covers the 
church. 
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EIGHTEENTH DISCOURSE. 



ON THE NECESSITY OF PRAYER- 



Attention to prayer, which has been just ex- 
plained, and recommended to you with so much 
zeal, is not, my brethren, one of those obli- 
gations which are peculiar to the sanctity of 
our calling. It is the most essential duty of 
Christianity : every christian ought to be a man 
of prayer; his views, his desires, his hopes, bis 
affections, his very conversation as the Apostle 
expresses it,* every thing, as far as regards him, 
is in heaven : every christian is a citizen of the 
world above, and a stranger on earth ; all the 
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(external objects by which he is here surround- 
ed, are so many obstacles which impede his 
journey and prolong his exile, and which should 
therefore, only quicken his ardor and inflame 
his desires for his true country ; all the seduc- 
tions which the world presents, all the secret 
combats which he has continually with his pas- 
sions, and in which he, every day, experiences 
his own lamentable weakness; so many evils 
should admonish him to raise his eyes, with- 
out ceasing, to heaven, to send thither his sighs 
and prayers, and in every place, to address him- 
self in secret, to Him who in heaven, is the in- 
visible but faithful witness of his dangers and 
his troubles, and the only protector from whom 
he can expect consolation and strength. Every 
christian is then a man of prayer, and a chris- 
tian who does not pray, is a man without God, 
without worship, without religion, without hope: 
this incontestible truth, being once established, 
what instructions do we not owe to our people, 
in order to inspire them with a love, and ani- 
mate them to the practice, of prayer ? 

But, my brethren, if prayer is the soul of 
Christianity; if the whole of religion, is, pro- 
perly speaking, no more than a homage of love 
which we render to God, in order to publish 
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his greatness and his benefits, or to solicit his 
mercies and his assistance ; if all the exterior 
observances of our worship be no more than so 
many helps and facilities to pray; if the wor- 
ship itself has been established, for no other 
purpose than to make of each of the faithful 
an interior man, and a man of prayer; if a 
christian who does not pray, is a man without 
God, without religion and without hope, how 
great a monster, O my God, is a Priest, a mi- 
nister of that religion, an interpreter of her 
laws, a depositary of her spirit, a dispenser of 
her graces, a public intercessor with God for 
the faithful, a mediator between God and his 
people, if he himself is not a man of prayer ! 
if he is not faithful to this duty ; if he is even 
unacquainted with its practice, that is to say, if 
he prays only with his lips, and at few and 
rapid intervals, without attention, and even 
without decency, without a single sentiment of 
piety and with so little respect, that his prayer 
is rather an insult to God, than the homage of 
religion to his supreme majesty. Alas ! my 
brethren, were you insensible to this truth, and 
were proofs necessary to convince you of its 
importance, how much would you be to be jpi- 
tied; and how much would I myself deserve 



Digitized 



by Google 



OP PRAYER. 413 

compassion, to be compelled to address such 
Priests, and such Pastors of the church, that 
chaste dove, which sighs and prays, without 
ceasing, by the mouth of her ministers! so, it 
is only for the purpose of our mutual edifica- 
tion, and to animate each other to the practice 
of a duty so consoling, and so inseparable from 
our functions, that I have determined to add a 
few words to what you have already heard. 

Yes, my brethren, we Priests and Pastors of 
the church, have more need of the continual 
succors of prayer, than the rest of men. The 
more our duties require our presence in the 
world, the more do they expose us to its perils 
and seductions. Alas! what reliance can we 
place on our unstable resolutions, what on our 
frail inclinations, if the spirit of prayer do not 
support and fortify us, in our intercourse with 
men ? It is not enough that we do not suffer 
ourselves to be weakened or infected by the 
contagious air which we breathe, we must ap- 
pear endued with greater strength, invested with 
greater modesty, greater virtue and greater sanc- 
tity than the common run of the faithful, 
amongst whom we are obliged to be so conti- 
nually : we must be to them in every place and 
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oh every occasion, a sweet odor of Jesus Christ.* 
Now, how difficult is it for a Priest, unless the 
practice of prayer has established him in a 
certain solidity of virtue, to be constantly in the 
midst of the abuses, the seductions and dissipa- 
tions of the world, to hear the excuses which 
the world, every day, offers for its pursuits and 
its crimes, and not be moved and. weakened by 
its . language or its passions ! He bears into its 
dangers, a heart devoid of those profound sen- 
timents of religion, which the use of prayer 
fixes in the breast, and full of -all those incli- 
nations which render the world attractive and 
amiable to us, and justify its abuses and irre- 
gularities in our eyes. If by the fascination 
of the scene, virtue itself will be sometimes 
seduced, what must a Priest expect, who car- 
ries with him to those dangers, no other pro- 
tection than his weakness and his frailties? and 
though mere decency were still to restrain him 
within certain bounds, yet the world is no 
longer deceived in him, it easily sees through 
the thin disguise, and at once breaks down the 
obstacles which human respect or a remnant of 



*2. Cor. c. ii. v. 15. — Christi bonus odor aumut 
Deo, %c. 
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modesty may still throw in the way of a per- 
fect junction between him and itself: it adopts 
him and reckons him as its own ; and no longer 
perceives in him, that exterior of piety, of firm- 
ness, and of dignity which should ever bespeak 
the character, and the sanctity of a pastor: he 
is now but as the salt which has lost its savor, 
and which far from preserving other bodies 
from corruption, soon turns into putrefaction, 
itself* 

But besides, my brethren, although our safety, 
amidst the dangers of the world in which our 
external functions engage us, did not require 
of us this fidelity to prayer, yet is not our very 
priesthood and our solemn dedication to the 
sanctuary, a state consecrated to prayer ? Are 
we not mediators between God and his people ; 
public intercessors, either to appease his anger, 
Which their crimes continually provoke ; or to 
turn away the scourges and the public calami- 
ties, which those crimes draw down on their 
perpetrators? It is our voice and our minis- 
try that our people come then to implore, be- 
Cause they imagine that we have credit with 
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God, and a ready access to the throne of hit 
mercy : but what access can we have to his pre- 
sence, if the practice of prayer has never united, 
and, as it were, familiarized us to him? How 
shall we intercede for our people, if we have 
never known how to intercede for ourselves? 
how shall we mediate between God and sin- 
ners, if he knows us not ; if constant prayer 
has not given us access to his presence : if we 
have not contracted by our fervor and assiduity 
in prayer, that holy familiarity with him, which 
would authorize us to lay before him, with 
confidence, the necessities of his people ; which 
would put us in a condition to cool his anger, 
and even move his compassion, at the miseries 
which threaten the *ouls entrusted to our care ; 
in a word, to do violence to his justice, and to 
address him in the persuasive language of ten- 
derness., of piety, of faith, of zeal, and of pro- 
found submission to his adorable decrees, a Ian- 
guage which is not uttered in vain, but which 
the practice of prayer alone, can teach us to 
speak. 

In the general order of Providence, my bre- 
thren, and in the ordinary distribution of his 
graces, God has attached the salvation of the 
flock, to the prayers of the pastor; the fruit of 
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all bis duties, almost always, depends on bis 
prayers. They it -is, that obtain for the faith- 
ful, those holy dispositions by which the sacra- 
ments which he administers, are rendered pro- 
fitable to them : each one of the functions which 
we exercise, should be preceded by prayer, and 
by a secret appeal to Jesus Christ — the author 
and the principle of all the graces which his 
minister distributes in his name. Thus, if he 
imprints the indelible character of the faith, in 
the sacred waters of regeneration, he ought also 
to beg that the grace of innocence, and of adop- 
tion, which they produce, may be never ef- 
faced from the soul of this new son of the 
church. If in the tribunal of penance he recon- 
ciles a sinner with his Creator, ought not his 
sighs and tears over the transgressions of this 
guilty christian, to ensure the sincerity and con- 
tinuance of bis penance, and obtain from Jesus 
Christ a ratification in heaven, of the sentence 
of absolution, which he has pronounced, upon 
earth? If he offers the victim of propitiation, 
must he not unite himself to the .whole church, 
which by his mouth implores the clement and 
eternal Father, that the precious blood of bis 
only Son, which is about to be shed on the 
altar, may not flow in vain, but that as it once 

VOL. II. 2 c 
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reconciled the human race, it may now purify 
and sanctify the flock which assists at the cele* 
bration of the holy mysteries? If be distributes 
this adorable victim to his people, should not 
his secret vows and ardent supplications as- 
cend, during so august a ministry, to the throne 
of grace, to beg that this bread of Angels may 
become the bread of life to those who receive 
it, and that none mqy have the misfortune of 
eating and drinking their own damnation, by 
partaking of it unworthily ? If he administers 
to the dying, the last sacraments of the churcb, 
should he not, on that touching occasion, en- 
deavour by his secret but fervent prayers, to mi- 
tigate the severity of the tremendous judge, 
before whom the departing soul is going to ap- 
pear; to remind him of his ancient mercies, 
and to persuade him to receive it into his eter- 
nal tabernacles? Review all the functions of 
the holy ministry, find say what must they be? 
come in the hands of a Priest, who does not 
discharge them with this spirit pf recollectioq 
and of prayer. 

I shall not speak of the duty of instruction, 
which he owes to his people. Alas! my brer 
thren, what effect can his exhortations have, if 
the practice of prayer does not draw down up? 
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on them, that grace and that unction which alode 
can render them useful to his hearers? they 
will be but as the sounding brass or the tink- 
ling cymbal ; his words will go no farther thafr 
the ears of his auditors, for the spirit of God, 
which alone can speak to the heart, and which 
the habit of prayer has not made to abide in 
him, will not* speak by his mouth. No, my 
brethren, the tongue of such a pastor will not 
be animated by that spirit of unction, of fire and 
of strength, which brooding over the passions 
of a heart tranquil in crime, as it once brooded 
over the waters at the creation,* would agitate 
and divide and clear up its chaos; it is m$m 
alone that will speak by his mouth ; it will be 
in vain for him to counterfeit the exterior z^L 
and thunder forth the denunciations of the Al- 
mighty, he will, as the Apostle says, be but 
lashing the air: Quasi cerem verberam,f His 
language will be as cold, as sterile, as insjpid 
as his heart ; and the ministry of the word will 
be for him, a forced duty which will disgust 
and oppress him, and which he will endeavQijr 
to avoid; or it will be a theatre of vanity where 
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he will seek the base applause, and not the con- 
- version or salvation, of his hearers. 

And in effect, my brethren, how could he in- 
fuse into others, a relish for those holy truths 
which he himself has never relished, at the foot 
of the crucifix ? How could he inspire his peo- 
ple with the love of prayer, he who has never 
tasted its sweets, and who is unconscious or re- 
gardless of those wants which render the prac- 
tice of it so necessary to every christian ? How 
could he form christians, that is, interior and 
spiritual men, he whose whole life is outward 
and in the senses, and who has never learned, 
by the practice of prayer, to enter into his own 
heart ? No, my brethren, deprive a Priest and 
a Pastor of the spirit of prayer, you deprive him 
of soul, of strength, of life; he is but a mov- 
ing carcass, which will soon infect all who ap- 
proach it. 

Even the public prayers which he is obliged 
to recite or chant, those divine psalms, those 
songs of immortality, so consoling to a good 
Priest and good Pastor, so calculated to soothe 
and refresh him after the painful and tumul- 
tuary toils of his functions ; so suited to awaken 
in us, those sentiments of confidence, of gra- 
titude and love, which we owe to God, and 
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that confusion, sorrow and repentance which 
we owe to our sins : those public prayers which . 
the church regards as the ordinary sources of • 
the graces which God pours upon, individuals, ; 
and upon empires, are for a Priest of this cha- 
racter but a dry and compulsory obligation ; a 
galling and slavish yoke ; an oppressive and dis- . 
gustful task ; and thus the divine office of the 
church is recited, with precipitation or indiffer- 
ence, and even the momentary constraint which 
it imposes, is solaced by a carelessness or inde- 
cency of attitude and manner, and by profane 
and worldly images : which he then suffers to 
occupy his mind; and thus his whole behavi- 
our during the discharge of this sacred duty, 
renders those divine anthems of praise, to him, 
a strange and unknown language; nor is he 
more alive than the people who know not God, 
to the solemn prayers which the church puts 
into his mouth to draw down upon himself and 
upon all the faithful, the benedictions which 
are ever attached to the sighs and deprecations 
of that chaste spouse. No, my brethren, and 
I cannot repeat this terrible truth too often, 
a Priest without the practice of prayer, with- 
out fidelity in prayer, however irreprehensible 
he may otherwise appear in the eyes of men, 
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is but the phantom of a Priest: Pastor et ufo- 
lum :* he is but the representation, without the 
soul and the reality of a pastor; and his priest- 
hood is but an empty and barren title, which 
neither binds him to God, with whom he has 
no communication, nor to the church, to which 
he is of no sort of advantage. 

And when I speak of the necessity of prayer 
for a Priest and a Pastor, I do not mean that 
this holy exercise should occupy the greatest 
part of his time ; he owes himself to his peo- 
ple * he must go abroad to ascertain, and sup- 
ply, their spiritual wants; and his functions 
must never suffer from the length of his prayers. 
1 mean, that prayer should precede, and sanc- 
tify, all his duties; that the spirit of prayer 
should accompany him in every place ; that he 
ought to display on every occasion, even in 
his most indifferent actions, that interior man, 
that secret commerce with his God, which will 
announce piety and religion, on his very ap- 
pearance among his people ; that he should ren- 
der his ministry respectable in all places, and 
make his very presence a lesson of instruction 
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ft>r thos6 who approach him ; this is what I un- 
derstand by the practice of prayer, so essential 
in a minister of the church. 

We must with regret, resign to those pious 
recluses, those chosen souls sheltered in sacred 
asylums, the happiness of being able to sigh 
without ceasing, and to pour forth their whole 
hearts, at the foot of the altar. They may there 
feast on the eternal truths, contemplate the in- 
effable wonders and greatness of the God who 
communicates himself to them, and enjoy, in 
the consolations which spring from the medita- 
tion of his mysteries, of his benefits and his 
promises, a foretaste of those delights, which 
can be fully possessed only in heaven t they 
have, beyond doubt, chosen the best part,* 
which shall not be taken from them; but this 
holy and sweet repose is not designed for us, 
for the Lord has not called us to a state of life 
which anticipates on earth, the celestial life of 
thfc blessed in heaven. We are destined to com- 
bat the vices and the passions of the world, 
to destroy the empire of the devil among men, 
and to extend and consolidate the dominion of 
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Christ: our ministry tears us from repose, and 
places the arms of our warfare in our hands: 
these arms are no other than prayer, and faith 
animated by charity ; it is by these divine wea- 
pons alone that all our instructions, all our la- 
bors, and all our efforts can achieve success ; it 
is from them that we must derive strength and 
protection in the hour of peril; and without 
them we are no more than rash and feeble men, 
exposed without defence, in the midst of our 
enemies, and must soon become the miserable 
victims of their seductions and of the snares 
which they are continually laying for us; that 
is to say, we must soon resemble the very peo- 
ple whom we should have conquered and re- 
duced to the obedience of Jesus Christ : Sicut 
populw, sic sacerdos* And would to God, that 
this were but one of those ill-boding predic- 
tions which an over-timid zeal may sometimes 
inspire ! A long acquaintance with my office, 
does not leave me this consolation, and the ex- 
perience of every succeeding year has but too 
much strengthened the conviction, that a Priest 
without this spirit of recollection and of prayer, 



* Isaiah, c. xxiv. v. & 
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never sustains himself long ; that he soon be- 
comes dissipated, that he either neglects his du-» 
ties or discharges them without piety, without 
one interior sentiment of religion, oftentimes 
without respect and even without that decency 
which the world itself demands of him; and that 
he quickly becomes the scandal of his flock and 
the opprobrium of the church of GocL 

What a misfortune, my brethren, for a parish 
to be governed by such a pastor! even although 
a remnant of decency and of human fear, should 
have hitherto prevented him from falling into 
scandalous disorders, notwithstanding his care- 
less and dissipated life, without prayer or re- 
collection ; yet what helps can his unfortunate 
people look for, in the ministry of such a Priest? 
will he calm the indignation of the Almighty to- 
wards his flock, or arrest the public calamities 
which the vengeance of heaven pours out oa 
their sinful heads? Alas! it is he himself, per- 
haps, that has provoked the anger of God. nor 
can any thing, but new scourges, be expected 
from his deprecations. Will he console them 
hi their poverty and in all the other evHs with, 
which it is attended? but where shall he find 
words of piety, of unction and of consolation 
to soothe their destitution and wretchedness 
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words which are to be learned only in prayer, at 
the foot of the cross? will he combat the vices 
atld the public disorders, which exist in his pa- 
riah? but he would require a priestly zeal, even 
to be moved at them ; he should be touched by 
the loss of the souls committed to his care : and 
to have a heart susceptible of those impressions 
of zeal and of sorrow, so worthy of a pastor, it 
is necessary to have often felt, at the foot of the 
crucifix, what those souls have cost to Jesus 
Christ. Will he go up to the altar of the Most 
High ? But in his profane hands, what can the 
s&cred oblation obtain from God, but the con* 
summation of the iniquity of him who presents 
it, and the estrangement of the propitious re- 
gard of heaven from the church and from the 
people amidst whom it is offered up? Once 
more then, what a misfortune for the devoted 
parish which the Lord in his anger, has com- 
mitted to a pastor of this character! According 
to the expression of the Holy Ghost, he should 
have been like a salutary cloud, placed between 
heaven and the field which is confided to hi* 
cultivation : by the practice of prayer he ought 
to have attracted from above, those sacred influ- 
ences, with which he might water and enrich the 
precious soil, and thus render it productive of 
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the fruits of salvation ; but having no comma* 
nication with heaven by prayer, he is but as 
one of those arid clouds which are driven about 
by the fickle wind : Nubes sine aqua, qum a ven- 
tie eircumferufUur.* No celestial dew descends 
from its bosom; it yields no fertilizing influ- 
ence, for it has received none; and nothing 
issues from it, unless perhaps an infectious va- 
pour, a deadly lightning, the horrid crash of 
scandal and of Crime. Nubes sine aqua, qua a 
vends circumferuntur. 

Let us, my brethren, collect those holy truths, 
which I have but rapidly touched: let us never 
lose sight of them. The spirit of prayer is 
the essential spirit of Christianity ; but it is the 
soul, the substance and very life of the priest- 
hood and of the sacred ministry, Every thing, 
in our external duties, raises and unites us 
to God ; at least, every function, elevates our 
hands, our looks, our tongue to heaven; and 
shall our heart and mind alone be never raised 
to it in prayer, amidst so many objects calcu- 
lated to recal us continually into the presence 
of the Most High ; amidst so many graces and 
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benefits which we dispense in the sacraments/ 
and which flow only from him ; amidst so ma- 
ny public disorders, which we see, every day, 
increasing amongst the people committed to us, 
and which constantly remind us of recurring to 
him, to implore his mercy and turn away his 
anger; and amidst such scenes and such me- 
morials, shall we deem it a penalty to main* 
tain a holy intercourse with heaven, and shall 
the Lord himseflf amongst us, as in the idola- 
trous and benighted city of Athens, be but an 
unknown God? Ignoto Deo.* 

Give to thy ministers, O my God, a compas- 
sionate and paternal heart for their people: 
they will then know how to address thee, in 
their behalf, nor will they need our exhorta- 
tions to animate them to prayer: their tender 
and affectionate heart would be as a continual 
prayer, and would, in every place, speak se- 
cretly to thee, about the necessities of their be- 
loved children. A pastor, O my God, whom a 
moment of secret intercourse with thee, tires 
and annoys, and who has never learned to com- 
mune with thee about his flock, is not a pas- 



*Acts. c. xvii. v. 23. 
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tor or a father, but a stranger, a usurper, and 
an intruder into thy family, the wants of whose 
children neither awaken his sensibility nor com- 
mand his attention; neither affect his tender- 
ness nor quicken his sloth. Still, O my God, 
we have often had the grief of beholding those 
mercenary hirelings, those base pastors, in pos- 
session of thine inheritance, and constituting a 
living abomination in the holy place. ; Thy An- 
gels in vain solicit thee to pluck up now, this 
afflicting scandal, this pernicious cockle, from 
the divine field of thy church : in vain does she 
sometimes implore, that a prompt and terrible 
infliction of thy justice, would make some sig- 
nal examples of those base and unfeeling mi- 
nisters, which might operate as a warning to 
their imitators : thou awaitest the day of thy 
vengeance, and in our days, neither openest the 
earth, nor sendest forth from thy sanctuary, a 
devouring fire, to punish the profanations of 
those Dathans and Cores. But do thou thyself, 
O Almighty Lord, open at least, the eyes of 
thy first pastors; shed thy light on our minis- 
try, and direct our choice that we may select 
none, but those whom thou thyself hast chosen : 
never suffer us through complaisance to men, 
or views of flesh and blood, to contribute, our- 
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selves, to the miseries and the opprobrium of 
thy church, by introducing into thy temple, mi- 
nisters who would only sink and dishonour its 
holiness. Do thou, thyself, O Lord, secretly 
whisper to us, as of old to Samuel : Non hunt 
elegit Dominus;* or rather render our hands 
motionless and withered, whenever we shall be 
about to impose them on the head of a candi- 
date, on whom thy Holy Spirit cannot repose. 



• Kings, c. xvi. v. 8. 
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NINETEENTH DISCOURSE. 



ON THE CARE OF THE SICK. 



It appears to me almost superfluous, to add 
any new reflections to the pathetic and edify- 
ing discourse which you have now heard, on 
the care which you owe to the sick. In ef- 
fect, my brethren, inattention to the other du- 
ties of your state, though always inexcusable 
before God, may sometimes be palliated to men, 
who know neither the extent nor the rigor of 
your obligations: but the forgetfulness and 
abandonment of one of the sick, is an inhuma- 
nity which rouses the public against the bar- 
barous and negligent pastor; which draws down 
upon him the hatred and contempt of his whole 
flock, who are filled with dismay at seeing them- 
selves exposed to similar misfortune; which 
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scandalizes those who might have been the ac- 
complices and approvers of his other disorders, 
and which cries for vengeance against him, both 
before God and men. 

And in effect, ray brethren, can a father see 
his children on the point of being snatched 
from his bosom, without, at least, running to 
their assistance and giving them the last marks 
of his tenderness and affection? Is he a pastor, 
or rather is he not a hireling, who beholds his 
sheep languishing and perhaps expiring, with- 
out deigning to assist or approach them? The 
true shepherd forsakes the ninety-nine in the 
desert, to go in quest of even one that had 
strayed ; and you would leave one to perish un- 
assisted, which is dying before your eyes in 
the midst of the fold ! 

No, my brethren, a Priest who neglects the 
care of his sick, who defers his visit till the 
certainty and close approach of death will brook 
no farther delay ; who after many put-offs and 
disappointments, comes at last when the vio- 
lence of the disease prevents his presence from 
being of any use, and perhaps deprives the last 
succors of the church of all their efficacy ; can 
a pastor of this character, if every sentiment of 
religion be not dead in his heart, can he with- 
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but abhorring himself, behold a soul thus ne- 
glected, going to appear at the terrible tribu- 
nal of Jesus Christ \ In that rigorous exami- 
nation through which she must pass on quit- 
ting the body, what answer shall she make, 
when interrogated about the use which she has 
made of her last illnesis, about her fretfulness 
and impatience, about her want of submission 
to the will of God, about the little benefit which 
she has derived from the last sacraments of the 
church ? What shall be her reply to Jesus 
Christ? He, O Lord, whom thou hadst appoint- 
ed to uphold my weakness, and awaken my 
slumbering faith under the diseases with which 
thou didst afflict me ; he who ought to have as- 
sisted mfe to bear my sufferings with resigna- 
tion, as the just punishment of the crimes of 
my whole life ; he who in the last moments at 
least, should hav£ opened my eyes to the guilt 
and folly in which I had till then lived ; the en- 
voy himself, whom thou, O Lord, didst appoint 
my protector and friend, forsook me on my so- 
litary bed of disease and sorrow, and left me 
a prey to my passions, my infirmities and my 
doubts, when I was on the point of being sum- 
moned into thy presence to hear from thy 
mouth, my everlasting doom : thou didst endure 
vol. if. 2d 
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the cross for my sake, but he would not un- 
dergo the most trivial inconvenience or priva- 
tion to preserve to thee a soul which had cost 
thee so dear. Such shall be her answer to the 
great Judge of all ; and can a pastor who is per* 
suaded of this terrifying truth, still neglect even 
one of his sick ? Oh ! my brethren, it is on 
the bed of disease, and at the hour of death, 
that the souls committed to our charge, should 
be dearer to us than ever; the first article of 
that rigorous account which they are about to 
render to Jesus Christ, will be our apology or 
our condemnatiop. What moment more inte- 
resting to us than that in which we are called 
to their assistance? by giving up every other 
concern in order to console them, and afford 
them the last touching proofs of our charity and 
zeal, we soften them into gratitude for the sin- 
cere and lively interest which we take in their 
infirmities and their salvation, and thus move 
them to ask for us of Jesus Christ, on quitting 
the habitation of their bodies, the recompence 
of those pains and cares which' have smoothed 
their descent to the grave, and obtained for 
them a death precious in the sight of the Lord. 
First Reflection. 
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Besides, my brethren, when you foil ill any 
other duty of your ministry, you may always 
flatter yourselves that you shall be able to repair 
the neglect, on some future occasion ; but when 
one of your abandoned sick, dies through youi 
fault, without the holy rites of the church, you 
can no longer hope to expiate the enormity of 
your guilt By withholding the succors of 
your ministry, you have blasted the last pre- 
cious moments which the mercy of heaven still 
left this poor soul : there is no longer any re* 
source: the crime of 'her reprobation shall re- 
main for ever on your guilty head. And what 
return shall you ever be able to make to God, 
for the loss of a soul purchased by the blood of 
his only Son ? shall your tears ever wash away 
this terrible anathema? Moreover, my brethren, 
the care of your sick parishioners is the only 
means left you, to atone for that disregard of 
their salvation which your negligence had ma- 
nifested, during their lives. It is a precious op- 
portunity for you, and one which God himself 
seems to have brought about, only that by un- 
ceasing cares and new efforts of zeal, you might 
restore to him a soul which your forgetfulnesa^ 
your dissipation and neglect, had till then aban- 
doned to a worldly and criminal life. Whelk 
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you are informed that the hand of the Lord has 
struck her with dangerous infirmity, can you 
prefer an idle visit, a useless conversation, a 
sordid attention to temporal affairs, nay, per- 
haps, an indecent party of pleasure; and dissipa- 
tion, to the august and pressing duty that awaits 
you, a duty on many accounts, so important both 
to yourself and to this soul? Ought you to 
delay till the desperation of the case drags you, 
as if in spite of you, to the bed of death, which 
you reach at last, when, as I have said before, 
neither your presence nor the last remedies of 
the church, which you administer, can be of any 
avail! Will nothing stir you, till the case of 
your expiring brother is entirely hopeless, till 
it is impossible to awake him from the lethargy 
of death ? What can a pastor do in these cir- 
cumstances for this unfortunate christian ? can 
he hope to inspire him with sentiments of sor- 
row for his past life? alas! he now feels nothing 
but the acute pangs of his disease. Does he ex- 
hort him to recal to his memory the number and 
duration of his* sins? he is no longer in a con- 
dition to remember even whether he has sinned* 
Does he ask him to give some sign that he 
knows him ? alas! he no longer knows himself. 
And yet a Priest shall imagine that he has dis- 
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charged his duty to God and man, when he has 
given the last rites of the church to the dying 
sinner; rites which he himself has not only ren- 
dered of no advantage, but which he has even 
profaned by his guilty negligence and delay? 
Shall he afterwards repeat those prayers which 
the church puts into our mouth, when we are 
present at the last agony of an expiring chris- 
tian? shall he dare to call the holy Angels to 
the assistance of this soul to defend her from the 
invisible powers of darkness, to which be him- 
self has consigned her for ever, and to suppli- 
cate those celestial spirits to accompany her into 
the presence of God? Subvenite sancti Angeli 
Domini, suscipientes aniihflm ejus et offhrentei 
in conspectu Domini* What shall those mes- 
sengers \>f the Almighty introduce to his adora- 
ble and tremendous presence? the frightful spec- 
tre of a soul which had sprung from the divine 
bosom and was called to immortal glory, and of 
which you who were the pastor and the father, 
have now made yourself the barbarous parricide : 
they shall detail to him the scandalous forgetful- 
ness of all your duties, in which you live, shall 
entreat him to hurl all the thunders of his venge*- 

* See the Ordo Commendatiqnis animte. 
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ance against you, and like the Angels mentioned 
io the gospel, conjure him to let them go, them- 
selves, and pluck up this cockle from his divine 
field: Vis, imus et cUUgimus tistmia?* They 
themselves shall solicit permission to destroy 
this unfaithful Priest, and to eradicate this im- 
pious scandal from the field of the church, 
which he watered with the precious blood of 
his only Son; they shall adjure him not to 
leave those souls, who cost him so dear, and 
who were destined to the immortal society of 
the Angels and Saints, to perish in the hands 
of a lazy and criminal Priest. Vis, imus et col* 
Uginms zizania? I need scarce add that my 
very bowels are torn asunder, when I am in* 
formed of the sick dying without the rites of 
the church, through the culpable neglect and 
delay of the pastor: nothing appears to me, 
more frightful, ijiore infamous, more dishonour- 
able to the ministry than this heavy reproach ; 
and I am free to confess, that \ cannot com* 
prehend, how a Pastor and a Priest, can exhi- 
bit a barbarous insensibility, of which the Pa- 
gan and Sajnaritan, mentioned in the gospel, f 
was not capable. Second Reflection. 

♦Matt. c. 13. v. S8. t Luke. c. 10. y. 33, 
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Yet, my brethren, as even among; those 
Priests who have not entirely forgotten their 
duties, it often happens that more plausible 
pretexts of delay, lead to the same irremedia- 
ble misfortune, it becomes my duty to add one 
further reflection, more applicable than the pre- 
ceding, to the greater part of those who now 
hear me, and therefore better calculated to a- 
waken them to a sense of the attentions and the 
cares which they owe to their sick. In effect, 
my brethren, your public instructions to your 
people, during the year, being addressed to per* 
sons still healthful and vigorous, death, eter- 
nity, judgment, the never-ending torments re- 
served for criminal souls, are objects which 
their health, their passions, their hope of many 
years yet to come, represent to them at such 
a distance, that they quickly disappear and are 
forgotten : if they are at all affected, the emo- 
tion is slight and transitory, and scarce agitates 
their false security for a moment. Alas ! a sad 
experience of the little effect produced by our 
exhortations, lias but too often made us weep 
over this misfortune; and we have, everyday, 
the grief of seeing our people, after the most 
terrifying truths which we can announce to 
them, return tranquilly to the places, the occa- 
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tions, the habits, which lead to perdition. But 
the instructions which we address to the sinocr 
when oppressed with infirmities and menaced 
with death, are rarely unsuccessful: he feel* 
that the flesh, for which alone he lived, whilst 
he abandoned himself to all its irregular de- 
sires, is about to be reduced to putrefaction and 
rottenness; he is, as it were, on the threshold 
of death and of eternity, and hell so long for- 
gotten, is now near, with all its horrors j all 
those great and terrific truths of faith, which 
before appeared empty phantoms, assume reality 
and consistency, they strike and penetrate him, 
and rush, as it were, together on his affrighted 

. soul. A brief exhortation of charity and zeal, a 
simple reflection on the forgetfulness of God, 
in which he has always lived, and on the ac- 
count which he is now about to render to him, 
is then sufficient to move and confound him : 
not one of your words returns to you empty ; 
his eyes begin to open, his heart, till now solely 
occupied about the things of the world, which 
he is going to quit, returns and attaches itself 
to its eternal and only object ; be deplores his 
blindness and folly; he confesses with confu- 

, sion, that although born for God, and bein^ 
pbliged to live only to serve him, God alone ha? 
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had no share in the various occupations which 
fcave filled up the course of his days ; he is 
sensible of the ingratitude and the enormity 
of his crimes and already anticipates the just 
and heavy chastisements which he feels ha 
cannot now escape : you console and sustain 
him by the hope of pardon, founded on the in- 
finite value of the Redeemer's blood, and on the 
inexhaustible mercy of a God, who never re* 
jects the sinner when he returns to him with a 
sincere and penitent heart: you have the joy of 
iritnessuig his regrets and tears, and of behold- 
jng the humiliation and compunction of his 
fieart painted on his expiring countenance ; and 
should the moment which' is to separate this 
aoul from the body arrive during your sad mi- 
nistry, what consolation for you, to be able to 
say to it with the church, Go forth O christian 
soul; Prqficescere anima Christiana; return to 
the bosom of God, whence thou didst first come, 
and bear before his judgment-seat thy sorrow 
and thy tears, which mingled with the blood of 
Jesus Christ will, as we hope, obtain favor for 
thee from the clement and merciful Father of 
all. Now, my brethren, can a pastor be indif- 
ferent to this tender and affecting consolation* 
yvhich is of itself capable of sweetening all the 
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bitterness and assuaging all the pains of the ho* 
ly ministry? can he deprive himself of it by 
deferring under some vain pretext, that atten- 
dance and aid for which he is solicited in the 
name of a sick brother? Can the rigors of the 
season, the difficulties of the journey, the inter- 
ruption and loss of sleep, a slight indisposition; 
can such trivial inconveniences be turned into 
reasons for putting off to another time, a duty 
which will never brook a moment's delay, and 
which when least expected, God often refuses to 
the sick and to the pastor himself? Yes, my 
brethren, these are the excuses by which pas- 
tors, irreproachable in other respects, oftentimes 
suffer themselves to be deceived. You allege 
the rigors of the 'season? but, my brethren, 
would they prevent you from going to take pos- 
session of a title or of a parish, where haste and 
despatch would be essential to success? and will 
you deem celerity and diligence of minor im- 
portance, when you are asked to go to secure 
for your brother a place in heaven, and to es- 
tablish his title to an eternal inheritance? The 
time for attending to your temporal affairs is al- 
ways convenient, as Christ observed to his rela- 
tives on earth: Tempus autem veslrum semper 
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est paratum:* but his time, the time of fulfil- 
ling your duties, is always attended with difficul- 
ties and impediments: Tempos meum nendim 
adveniL Did the Apostolic men to whom we 
succeed, await convenient days and favourable 
weather before going to assist their brethren? 
they ran the course of their ministry in frigore 
et nudkate.f Will you allege the difficulties 
of the journey? but the good pastor goes in 
quest of his sheep far and wide, over rugged 
precipices and impassable mountains; and can 
the badness of the road be an obstacle, when 
a minister of Jesus Christ is called to open for 
an expiring christian, a path to heaven? Will 
you allege the interruption and loss of sleep? 
But would yon not be filled with horror of your* 
self, at the guilt of exposing yourself to the 
chance of plunging a soul into the sleep of 
death, by delay, rather than retrench one hour 
from your indulgent and slothful rest? In fine, 
will you allege some bodily pain or slight in- 
disposition? But, my brethren, sometimes re- 
member that Jesus Christ, the true model of 
pastors, when exhausted by the length and cru» 



* John, c. vii. v. 6. t2. Cor. c. xi. v, 37, 



Digitized 



by Google 



444 OH THE CARE 

elty of his agony, and ready to expire on the 
cross, did not refuse succor to a penitent thief, 
who was dying at his side, and who claimed 
his mercy and forgiveness; and shall a trivial 
infirmity render you deaf to the cries of a sin- 
ner who entreats the help of your ministry ? and 
shall you be more solicitous about a trifling in- 
convenience to your health, than about the 
eternal salvation of a soul which is entrusted to 
your care, and which is, perhaps, now going to 
perish ! Is it not rather in those circumstances 
that you should exclaim with the Apostle, Cum 
infirmor, tune patens sum;* my very infirmity 
will be changed for me into a new source of 
courage and strength? You are not ignorant 
that a pastor must be always ready to give his 
very life for his flock ; and yet you will not give 
them a slender service, which at most, could 
not incommode your health for more than a few 
days ? No, my brethren, we do not require of 
you the courage and zeal of the first ministers 
of the gospel, who regarded the death to which 
they daily exposed themselves for their brethren, 
as a desirable gain, as the most valuable recom : 



*2. Cor. a xii. v. IQ, 
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pence of their labors: Et mori lucrum.* But 
we require that you would regard it as a crime 
and as a species of apostacy in the holy minisr 
try, to be more afraid of, increasing a light and 
passing indisposition, than of abandoning a soul 
for which you are to answer, to the certain risk 
of a miserable eternity. For, in fine, if the 
heroic courage, and the -desire of martyrdom* 
which formerly animated the clergy, be no long- 
er necessary in the present state of Christianity, 
the first spirit, which is the spirit of the priest- 
hood, still subsists, and can no more become 
extinct than the church itself. It is still of feith, 
as it was in the beginning, and shall be to the 
end, that we are not Priests for ourselves, but 
entirely for the souls committed to our care: 
this is the fundamental truth upon which the 
whole sacred ministry turns : to the souls over 
whom the church has appointed us pastors, we 
owe not only our cares, our strength, our ta- 
lents, but even our very lives ; all that we are, 
and all that we possess is theirs, and if in the 
discharge of so sacred and so honourable a 
debt, we were to exhaust our health, ought we 



♦Philipp. c« L v. 21* 
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to regret go glorious a loss? would not the in- 
firmities which might result from our labors and 
our fidelity to our duties, be far more consoling 
to us, and far more reputable, than a long life 
of inutility and sloth? And were the worst to 
happen, ought we to reckon our days on earth 
as untimely abridged, when we hare exchanged 
them for days of happiness and immortality? 
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TWENTIETH DISCOURSE. 



A REPLY TO THE COMPLAINTS OP THB 
PROCTOR* AGAINST CERTAIN CLERI- 
CAL ABUSES* 



In the large diocess, which Providence hat 
committed to our vigilance and care, it is al- 
most impossible that certain abuses should not 
appear from time to time., among the ministers 
of religion, however zealous and edifying the 
great body of the clergy. The early christian 
churches, in every respect so fervent and so 
pure, and in which the number of the faithful 
might be estimated by that of the martyrs, were 
not exempt from abuses and scandals. In the 



* See the note to the first of these Synodal Dis- 
courses, p. 140. 



Digitized 



by Google 



448 REPLY TO COMPLAINTS 

midst of the Apostolic men who governed thrf 
people that had been newly subjected to Jesus 
Christ, satan raised up false Apostles who per- 
verted that glorious name into a cloak for their 
disorders, and who changed the grace of piety, 
of faith and of the priesthood, into luxury dnd 
sordid gain. But if those early pastors, though 
endowed with the power of miracles and filled 
with the precious gifts of the Holy Ghost, which 
were visibly poured upon them, could not, with 
all their vigilance and zeal, prevent those raven- 
ing wolves from stealing in among the flock, 
how can we, their unworthy successors expect, 
with our sloth, the weakness of our piety and 
faith, and the mediocrity of our talents and 
wisdom, to exclude them from the fold ? Such 
is the destiny of the church upon earth, that 
scandals and cockle will always spring up in 
that divine field : but if her Angels, that is to 
say her chief pastors, are not commanded to ex- 
tirpate them before the harvest, at least they 
are commanded to prevent them from choking 
up the good seed. 

For this purpose it is, that the exercise of 
our authority is demanded in the present in- 
stance. The first complaint which has been ad- 
dressed to us, regards the indifference of many . 
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6f thfe clcfrgy of particular districts, to those 
ecclesiastical conferences which hare been so 
wisely established^ and hitherto so universally 
upheld in this diocess. Am I to have the grief/ 
my brethren,, of beholding a usage so honour* 
nble to my clergy neglected and extinguished 
under my episcopacy, a usage too which I re- 
ceived as a precious deposite from the hands of 
my predecessors ? Ought you not to be ashamed 
yourselves, to suffer a regulation, which did 
so much honor to those who are gone before 
you, to sink into disuse during your ministry? 
and ought you not to share in the confusion 
and sorrow which I feel at its decay ? 

Is it advisable, my brethren, to maintain this 
iacred institution, by enacting severe penalties 
against those who neglect it?' but would not 
penalties seem misplaced when their object was 
to prevent the extinction of a usage which 
would redound so much to your credit, and 
of which you yourselves should desire the con- 
tinuance? and in effect, what penalty could I 
pronounce in this place, more humiliating and 
disgraceful to you, than to put an end to (hose 
assemblies and forbid the venerable presbytery 
of this diocess to meet in conference, as being 
unworthy and incapable of conferring together 
vol. ii. 2e 
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on the duties and the functions of their sacred 
ministry? And, my brethien, what is there in the 
thurch, more dignified and venerable than the 
assembly of her pastors? Those of the first rank 
meet to defend her against the enemies from 
without, who attack the immutability of her 
(kith, and endeavour to dissever that unity of 
doctrine which has been received from the 
Apostles and perpetuated in every church ; and 
those of the second order, to preserve within 
each dioeess, under the guidance of the Bi- 
shop, that ktnocence of morals, that union: of 
hearts, that charity, benevolence and piety that 
will render christians worthy of their holy pro* 
Jession, and make the sanctity of their lives cor- 
respond with the purity of their faith. And I 
repeat it, therefore, my brethren, would it not 
be a heavy penalty, a species of ignominy foe 
you, were we to forbid those public meetings 
ef the clergy in this diocese ; were we to judge 
you unworthy of conferring, together on the 
rules and duties of your sacred calling, and thus 
to degrade you from an honourable right which 
constitutes the glory and the consolation of the 
priestly office? 

Behold then, my brethren, the only penalty 
which, we. pronounce here in full synod, against 
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those Priests who absent themselves habitually 
from the conference of their district: alter ab- 
senting once or twice, they shall be first adm** , 
nished by the President of the conference, of' 
their neglect, and of the punishment that await* 
it; and if notwithstanding his admonitions, they 
continue to stay away without assigning any 
satisfactory reason for their absence, the assem- 
bly, having previously denounced them to tfs, 
acting on our part and by our authority, shall 
declare them publicly and perpetually excluded, 
as unworthy of participating in the privilege* 
<tf their brethren, whose learning and society 
they contemn. It shall not have the power of 
re-admitting them, even though they should 
come to offer themselves and frequently solicit 
their restoration, unless an express order sign* 
ed by us, or one of our Vicars-general, permil 
them to be received, and remove the anathema 
which they hud incurred by separating them- 
selves from the society and communidn of their 
confreres. Also, whilst they continue divided 
and severed, as it were, from the venerable 
body of the clergy, it would not be seemly that 
yon should derive any aid from their vicinity 
or their services: we therefore command theiH 
to confine their labors to their own parishes] 
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within the limits of which, the mischiefs of their 
government will be but too extensive, even in 
the supposition that we deem it prudent to tole- 
rate them there still : we revoke all the powers 
which they may have received from us or from 
our Vicars-general, to exercise their spiritual 
functions in the parishes of their neighbour- 
hood: we forbid the contiguous pastors to in- 
vite them under any pretence whatever, to any 
share in their duties and solicitude ; you must 
consign them to the confusion and opprobrium 
pf their exclusion and their solitude, and re- 
gard as unworthy of the sacred cause, those 
services which may be afforded by those dege- 
nerate soldiers who will not come to learn with 
you, the proper use of the spiritual arms which 
the church puts into their hands to extend the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

At bottom, my brethren, I am not surprised 
that those irregular Priests shun your meetings, 
and hate the society of their clerical brethren : 
your presence would silently reproach the pri- 
vate or perhaps the public baseness of their 
conduct. They "would be covered with confu- 
sion, at finding themselves in company with pas* 
tors with whom neither their morals, nor their 
attention to the duties of their ministry, in any 
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degree connected them : the company to be met 
in scenes of feasting, of intemperance, of dissi- 
pation or of unseemly and suspicious dealing*, 
has far greater charms for Priests of this cha- 
racter, than the virtuous and learned society 
of their associates in the holy ministry j what- 
ever reminds them of the gravity and the deco* 
rum of the priesthood, annoys and disgusts 
them, for every feeling of dignity and of mor 
desty has been long since banished from their 
breast: it appears folly to them, to go to dis- 
cuss or to learn in your conferences, the duties 
•and practices of a ministry, which they make 
public profession of trampling under foot. Wha£ 
pious doubts, what professional difficulties would 
Ihey come to propose in those holy colloquies, 
they, who through want of knowledge or of re- 
ligion, find no obscure points in the detail of 
their duties, doubt of nothing, treat the mosf 
sacred and most inviolable rules of their calling 
as idle scruples, and fall into the grossest omis- 
sions and transgressions without shame or re- 
morse? They could not appear in your meet- 
ings, without secretly insulting the zeal, the 
modesty and the piety of their brethren; am) 
without disturbing the gravity and decorum of 
your discussions by the indecepcy of their car- 
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triage and the coarseness of their discourse. 
Thus in putting the seal to their exclusion by 
Mar ordinance, and in forbidding them those 
picas conferences, our design is to turn into 
opprobrium and disgrace, the privilege x>f ab~ 
renting from them, of which they are so proud, 
and which will cease to b$ a subject of tri- 
umph, when by a law humiliating and degra- 
ding to them, they shall be no longer free to 
return. 

As for you, my brethren, let the piety, the 
dignity and wisdom of those clerical meetings, 
by Conciliating to them the respect and vene- 
ration of your people, cover those of your bre- 
thren whom we have pronounced unworthy of 
assisting at them, with a still more public and 
more reproachful confusion ; let not this exclu-r 
eion be confined solely to those only who habitu- 
ally absent; we command you to extend it even 
to the most assiduous and constant, from the mo* 
ment in which their public conduct shall bring 
a reproach upon the holy ministry; for yon 
should always have it in view when you as- 
semble, to render its functions more beneficial 
to the people, and thus increase that religious 
respect with which they ought always to re* 
gait} it. Let that intercourse of charity, of 
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knowledge and of zeal, which should be the 
soul of your conferences, never degenerate in*- 
to pleasantry, dissipation and trifling'; let the 
tenor and nature of your discussions be as gravis 
as the motive which brings yon together is 
holy; idle and unseasonable discourse, which 
in other circumstances might constitute but a 
light fault, would be her* criminal and profane. 
Let charity harmonize your talents at well as 
your sentiments ; let those who may be distin- 
guished for their learning, be still more so for 
their modesty; let them not seek to diminish 
or obscure the merit of their brethren, but tb 
benefit and serve them by their knowledge ; left 
not bitterness, animosity or presumption dis- 
turb or destroy peace among Priests, who meet 
in conference only that they may be able to 
announce it with greater benedictioti and suc- 
cess to Iheir people, when they separate. Let 
the place where yon assetnble, be for you like 
the retreat of the Apostles, whence you may 
go forth filled with a new bftd more ardent 
teal for the salvation of the ftodlft tortrtiitted 
to your charge ; let the dignity and wisddtn of 
your discussions and remarks, rtcal the remem- 
brance, the majesty and solemnity of the firat 
assemblies of the ministers of the church ; and 
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let not a usage which has enlightened and sane? 
4ified an idolatrous world, become .in our hands, 
useless tp those who have already received the 
feith. 

It is not without pain, my brethren, that I 
have determined to reply to the second com- 
plaint ; it regards (he neglect and violation of 
the ordinance which forbids the clergy to have 
in their service persons of a different sex. Tbip 
-abuse, however, appears to us the more enti- 
tled to our attention, as it relates not to the 
transgression of a law peculiar to our diocess, 
but of e law which rests upon the canons of 
the councils of every age and of every nation, 
and against the transgressors of which, the most 
rigorous penalties have been always enacted and 
enforced. By its perpetuity it has become an 
unalterable rule of discipline ; though times and 
manners have changed, it has never varied; 
and the church has always considered it so ne- 
cessary and so suitable to the character and 
sanctity of the ministry, that notwithstanding 
the numerous mitigations which she has been 
•obliged to tolerate, pn many other points, shp 
has never relaxed the rigid observance of this, 
por the ^severe penalties annexed to its infrac- 
tiqn; 90 high has been her sense of its m- 
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fortance, that she has always looked upon the 
individuals who transgressed it, as apostates who 
degraded themselves from their dignity, and 
who, after having defiled and profaned the ho- 
nourable yoke of the priesthood, shook it off 
altogether by impiously assuming the indepen- 
dence and the freedoms of the laity. We have 
renewed those penalties and censures by our 
ordinances, and we renew them again in this 
*ynod, in order that the promulgation of them 
may he more solemn; and we declare every 
Priest who shall retain in his establishment, a 
person of a different sex, under the age of fifty 
years, except his sister or his mother, suspend* 
„td ipso facto, from all his sacerdotal functions; 
-and we revoke and annul all the dispensations 
<ivhich we or our Vicars-general may have here- 
tofore granted, in this matter. We reserve to 
ourselves alone, the power of dispensing in it 
for the future; and if particular circumstances 
which it is impossible to foresee, compel us at 
any time to relax the strict letter of our present 
statute, we shall give a written detail of the rea- 
sons that have induced us to depart from a 
law, which the weakness of man has rendered 
so necessary and so dear to the church. Our 
former indulgence, and our readiness to listen 
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to such allegation* as seemed to authorise as 
to grant dispensations, may have multiplied 
transgressors, and called forth the complaints 
and the remonstrance to which we are now 
replying: but would to God, that the sole lore 
-of the ancient discipline of the church, had de- 
termined this venerable ecclesiastic, 19 to awaken 
and #o lie it oar authority against so dangeroua 
an abuse! Without doubt, weighty reasons, 
private or perhaps public scandals have ani- 
mated his piety and kindled his zeal ; but you 
will spare me the sorrow of detailing them 
here; and I myself shall spare this venerable 
presbytery the grief of hearing them. 

Yoa assemble in this place, my brethren, 
only to solace the pains and assuage the sor- 
rows attached to your functions : to confide to 
us your anxieties and troubles, and to bide in 
our paternal bosom, the bitterness and regrate 
which the indociitty and the disorders of your 
people, always leave in the heart of a good pas- 
tor. How could I overwhelm, instead of con- 
soling, you, by exposing here in public the 
guilt and shame of some of your own brethren? 



* The Proctor, who preferred these Complaints. 
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Tftiey dd not indeed deserve to be honoured 
with that title, in our church, so venerable by 
its antiquity and by the number of rirtoous pna- 
tors and curates who compose its priesthood: 
they afe pestiferous and noisome pleats, which 
satan bafe transplanted from the corrupt soil of 
«he world, from a land of malediction, to place 
them in the sanctuary, and Infect and contami- 
nate the inheritance of Jesus Christ : but they 
shall not suffocate the good seed, but rather 
they shall be suffocated by it. Allow me then, 
to reserve to myself alone, die sorrow of know- 
ing them, and the pain of extirpating them 
from the divine field, as plants which our hea- 
venly Father hath not planted. The justice df 
God afflicts my episcopacy by their growth, on*- 
ly to punish me alone : he would surely have 
spared a Bishop more worthy of his exalted 
rank, and more agreeable in his sight, the bit* 
tor sorrow which I now feel; it is therefore 
just that I should confine it to myself alone. 
But it is among you, and from you, my bre- 
thren, that I seek and expect the only comso- 
lation of my affliction ; it is your vigilance, your 
fidelity to your duties, your virtues worthy of 
the sanctity and dignity of the holy ministry, 
your zeal in the discharge of your functions; 
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your emulation to restore the honor of the 
priesthood, which has been tarnished in the 
minds of the people, by those unworthy Priests; 
it is you alone, my brethren, whose first fervor 
has not been cooled by age, nor by the labors 
of so many years, who can assuage my griefs 
and prevent that dejection for which there is 
«o remedy, but the abdication of the difficult 
trust, which has brought on me so many suf- 
ferings. 

Preceding you then, my brethren, rather by 
superiority of years than of dignity, permit me 
to conclude this discourse, the last perhaps 
which I shall have the consolation of addressing 
lo you here ; permit me to close it, with the ten- 
der and affecting advice, which the first and most 
ancient of Pastors addressed to the elders of 
ihe priesthood : Seniores ergo, qui in vobis sunt, 

obsecro, consenior Pascite qui in vobis est 

gregem Dei* Continue to honour your mi* 
nistry : the flock of Jesus Christ is confided to 
you, a flock dear to him, since he purchased 
it by the price of his life and of his blood ; suf- 
fer it not to decay and perish for want of food ; 



* 1. Peter, c. v. ver. i. 
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be not weary of distributing to your people the 
word of the gospel, that bread of life, which 
alone can sustain the weak, encourage the pu- 
sillanimous, raise the fallen, bring back the 
fitrayed, awaken those who sleep, cure the dis- 
eased, animate the dead, and preserve and in- 
vigorate the life of those who still live. It is 
the daily bread of all, and without this divine 
mutriment and remedy, the flock becomes the 
prey of worms and rottenness: Paseite qui in 
vobis est gregem Dei. Let neither weight of 
years nor length of services ever relax oar ef- 
forts in this essential function; let us be ani- 
mated by nobler motives than mere decency 
and the desire of saving appearances ; let our 
zeal increase as our strength decays, and let the 
performance of the work of God, be our most 
earnest proof of the fidelity which we owe him : 
paseite qui in vobis est gregem Dei, provi- 
dentes nan coaete sed spontanea secundum Deum. 
Let nothing mean or sordid ever contaminate 
the merit and the sanctity of your duties ; let the 
redemption of the souls for which all your func- 
tions have been entrusted to you, be your on- 
ly object, and your glorious recompence; and 
in all you do, seek no interests but those of 
Jesus Christ. Avarice in au aged pastor, is 
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almost always more the effect of yean, than a 
peseion of the heart : it is a great misery that in 
proportion aa we approach the galea of eternity, 
and touch the fatal moment that shall dissipate 
our delut ton, and tear our hearts from peristal 
aWe things, we become more and more attach- 
ed to money ; and we suffer those coarse and 
disgraceful bonds to enchain us the more firm- 
ly, whea we are on the poroi of seeing them 
utterly severed, and of feeling- their ignominy 
and folly for all eternity. Neque turpi* lucri, 
grmtia, serf vohmtarid* in fine, my brethren, 
remember that the authority with which we are 
invested is bat a real servitude: our authority 
is not an authority of domination, but of labor, 
of tenderness and solicitude. The rights of the 
fhithful over us, are much more extensive and 
rigorous than ours over them : they have a right 
to demand our care, our time, our strength, 
our health, our life itself, if its sacrifice be ne- 
cessary to them ; and in return, our only right 
over them is that of edifying them by our ex- 
ample, and of upholding their piety and faith 
by our exhortations and by the help of the sa« 



*!. Peter, c. v. ver. 2. 
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cseuieftts, which the church confide* to our *d* 
ministration, for their sake. The sawed iitte 
which places u* above them, is the some which 
subjects us to them: our only privilege is, to 
be charged with their salvation* and to an-r 
swer for it to* the Supreme Pastor of all; tbua it 
should bumble and terrify us, instead of render^ 
mg us haughty and proud. Our people should 
never fed our authority, exeept in ear tender 
nee* and care. We should exhibit ourselves 
to them as fathers and pastors, if we wish to 
regard them as our children and friends : that 
sourness of temper and roughness of manner, 
to which we are so often provoked by tbeic 
coarse habits and mean condition, degrade us 
from those sublime and venerable names. Let 
us appear to be raised above them by the pu- 
rity and sanctity of our morals ; it is by this 
means alone that we can dignify and elevate 
our office : let us become models of faith and 
piety, of disinterestedness, of temperance, of 
meekness and of patience to them, this is the 
only superiority which we should be anxious 
to display to them : let us compel them to es- 
teem our conduct, and they shall surely respect 
our character: Non Dominantes in cleris, sed 
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forme facti gregis ex animo* These, my bre«» 
thren, are great, unchangeable and eternal 
truths, interesting to every Priest, and, worthy 
of the first of Apostles and of Pastors who ut- 
tered them; how could I terminate this dis- 
course more appropriately than by repeating 
them? Seniored ergo qui in vobis sunt, obse- 
cro, consenior . « . . . Pascite qui in vobis est 
gregem Dei, providentes non coacte sed spon* 
tanei Secundum Deum : neque turpi* lueri gra- 
tia, sed voluntarti: neque ut dominantes in ckrtii, 
sed forma facti gregis ex ammo. Et cxhn ap- 
paruerit Prmceps Pastorum percipietes immar- 
eescibitem gloria coronam. Amen. 



*I„ Peter* c. y» T«r. 3* 
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I A MANDATE 

{July 17, 1719.) 

TO SING THE TE DEUM, IN THANKSGIVING FOR THE 
CAPTURE OF THE CITY OF FONT ARABIA. 



John Baptist, &c. &c. The Church has ever 
regarded the wars which arise among christian 
princes, as the chastisements of God upon king- 
doms and upon their inhabitants; and if she 
commands us to sing canticles of thanksgiving 
and joy, for the success which attends the arms 
of the conqueror, it is only in the hope that 
victory will lead to a prompt and durable peace. 
So the King informs. us by his letter of the 28th 
of June, that it is with grief he directs his first 
military operations against a prince, whose per- 
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sort and interests fere t& him/ on many tfccountt, 
so dear} and that although the Almighty by the 
brilliant success with which he has erowned hfe 
arms, seems to approve the justice of his cause 
and the purity of his intentions, he should de- 
rive no satisfaction from triumph if it were not 
ancillary to the general pacification, which to- 
gether with all his allies, he struggles to ob- 
tain from the King of Spain. The capture of 
Fontarabia does not then* flatter his Majesty by 
the splendor of the conquest, but by the hope 
that it may dispose the two nations to a peace 
equally advantageous to both. It is to acknow- 
ledge the protection with which Providence has 
favoured his enterprise, and to obtain this de- 
sirable peace, that he commands us to offer a 
solemn thanksgiving to God. 

Let us enter, my brethren, into those wise 
sentiments, so worthy of the most Christian 
King.* Let us gratefully thank the Lord of 
all for the success with which he has blessed 
the arms of our young monarch ; but let us join 
to our thanksgiving, sincere and ardent vows 



♦The title of the Kin; of France. 
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for peace, that, delivered from the horrors of 
war, toe may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 
all piety and modesty* 
For these reasons, &c. 



•1. Tim. iL v. 2. 
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(Sept. 20, 1719.) 



TO SING THE TB DEUM, IN THANKSGIVING FOR THE 
CAPTURE OF THE CITY AND CASTLE OF SAINT. 
SEBASTIAN. 



Peace among christian Princes has been always 
the first object of the vows and prayers of the 
church; and the splendid successes with which 
heaven continues to favor the arms of the King^ 
by the capture of the city and castle of Saint 
Sebastian, should rejoice us, only because they 
afford new hopes of obtaining that peace, which 
is so necessary to the kingdom and to all Eu- 
rope. It is with those feelings, that his Ma- 
jesty, touched by the miseries which follow in 
the train of war, regards this new conquest ; it 
flatters him only because it seems a new proof 
of the justice of his cause, and of the purity 
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of his intentions, and because it affords new 
facilities to the pacification of those nations 
which have taken up the sword with regret. 
It is in this spirit that his Majesty, by his let-r 
ter of the 30tji of August, coropiands us tq offer 
p. solemn thanksgiving to God. These senti? 
ments are so conformable to the spirit and in- 
tentions of the church, that we shou)4 enter 
into them with gladness, that our solemn and 
grateful thanks may become solemiv vo\ys for a 
speedy and lasting peace. 
For these reasons, #c. 
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(Oct. 81, 1720.) 



! 

TO COMMAND PUBLIC PRAYERS TO AVERT THE ' 

CONTAGIOUS PISgASES THAT PBEVA1L IN UE 1 

PROVINCE. ,.„.:,.; 

. ' ...... J 



Though distant from you, my dearest br^thr^fl^ 
we may say with the Apostle, th*t you arcf 
always present, to us ;, /God alone, .knows th* 
Wrrow which our long separation has caused in 
my heart The. only solace of my grief, is the 
reflection, that the order of Providence itself 
detains . me . here ; , that (he satae hand wbicfar 
gave, me to you,, has taken me from you, and 
that the ..time marked far myt> return to my b&» 
loved flock, seems at length to approach. 

But in awaiting the day when we shall be 
reunited and console one another, according 
to the expression of the Apostle, by the mutual 
testimony of charity and faith, I cannot lose 
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sight of your real and pressing necessities. The 
arm of the Lord raised against one of the largest 
provinces of the kingdom, awakens my tender- 
ness and my fears for the people whom his 
bounty has. committed to my care. 

And, in effect; if public sqourges are com- 
monly the punishment of public prevarications, 
must we not fear for you, my dearest brethren? 
If the treasures of the patience and mercy of 
the Lord, be at last exhausted and the time 
of his wrath be now come ; what will he find 
among you to disarm his vengeance, and pro- 
pitiate his clemency and favor again? Do you 
imagine that those desolated cities which he 
has already consigned to contagion and death; 
are more guilty than you? they offer at least* 
to the anger of the Almighty, the sighs and 1 
vows of their pastors, who, like Moses, placed 
between the living and the dead, raise their 
pure hands to heaven; who neither shun nor 
dread the contagious poison that ravages their; 
flocks, and whose prayers and tears ought to 
be sufficient to arrest the arm and cool the. 
wrath of the Lord. They can also glory, .in 
the great number of zealous and devoted mU 
nistors, who . have already consummated their, 
sacrifice in the field of their duty, and who witl^ 
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m 



h fervor worthy of ancient times, have given , 
their souls for their brethren. Still the sword 
of God's anger is not yet sheathed; the innu- 
merable victims already immolated, seem only 
to sharpen its fury, and to make it thirst for 
new slaughter. 

What chastisements then does'he reserve for 
us, if he proportion his inflictions to our infi- 
delities? You have recourse td human pre : 
cautions to prevent death and contagion froiri 
entering your cities : but what can the fore* 
sight or the precautions of men, avail against 
the counsels of God ? Shall your walls protect 
you against the arm of the omnipotent? TV 
human precautions, my brethren, let us add the 
only precaution that can render them success- 
ful: let us prevent the miseries which now 
threaten us, by causing those crimes to cpase, 
which would surely bring them down on our 
heads. It is not enough to guard against ex- 
ternal and foreign causes ; go to the source, 
says the Lord, and take away the evil out of 
the midst of thee: Auferres malum de media 
tut* 



♦Deut. c. xiii.' v.5. 
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It is the licentiousness of public morals; U 
u r perhaps, also {he dissipation and infidelity 
of the ministers of. the altar, that bas armetj 
his vengeance; and it is the sincere repentance 
and the renovated piety and religion of every 
rank that must disarm it. It was thus that 
Nineveh of old, blotted out by the abuodapce 
of its tears, the sentence of condemnation that 
was already pronounced against it* The Al- 
mighty is never more easily propitiated than 
whep he seems to be most irritated; and his 
ebft*tis?inei)ts are at once both the punishment 
and the remedy of our crimes: Iratus es «f 
ytisertufi es nobis * 

-, htt us then, my brethren, throw ourselves up* 
on bis mercy ; be holds put the rod of his in- 
digqatfon at a distance,, only to recal u* from 
{he pptths in wbicb we have long strayed ; he 
threatens, only that he may not be obliged t? 
strike. 

But although we had nothing to fear for 
ourselves, could we be insensible to the suf- 
ferings and the desolation of our brethren? 
could we refuse to the heart-rending spectacle 



♦Psalm. 59. v, i. 
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of their miseries,, the tears of christian compas- 
sion and sorrow? And if distance will not 
allow us to offer any immediate alleviation of 
their calamities, can we deny them the succor 
at least of our prayers? Let us then pray, my 
dearest brethren, that those direful calamities, 
may cease ; and let us accompany our prayers 
wjth those [sentiments of compunction and of 
faith, th$t will cause them to ascend before the 
throne of the Lord, and snatch from his hand, 
the scourge with which he is striking his peo- 
ple. Let us offer to him the sacrifice of our 
passions, before he demands that of our lives, 
for these reasons, &p. 
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IV. A MANDATE 

(April 9, 1721.) 
FOR THE GENERAL VISITATION OF THE DI0CESS. 



Since the time, my dearest brethren, in which 
Providence suffered this large diocess to be 
committed to our care, it has not been in our 
power to discharge all the duties which our 
office prescribed, and which you were entitled 
to expect from us; superior considerations, 
which appeared to us in the order of God, had 
till now, detained the pastor at a distance from 
the flock. During this afflicting separation, we 
can say with truth, that we carried you always 
in our heart ; but still we could neither console 
your troubles nor clear up your doubts, nor 
correct the abuses to which time and the pas- 
sions of men may have given birth among you. 
As these are some of the principal duties of 
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our episcopacy, we think ourselves bound to 
delay them no longer: it is fit that the flock 
should know the pastor and hear his voice ; and 
it is essentially necessary that the Bishop should 
be acquainted with his people and with 4he 
clergy appointed to direct them. Prepare then, 
my dearest brethren, for our coming, as for one 
who holds the place of Jesus Christ in your 
regard, on earth, and who is to answer to him 
for your souls, We hope that our visitation 
will bring an increase of spiritual graces and 
benedictions to every part of our diocess, and 
to every rank of our people, and that witnessing 
your piety and faith, we shall return from it 
filled with abundant consolations. 
For these reasons, &c. 
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V A MANDATE 

{Sept. 16, 1781.) 

TO COMMAND THE CONTINUATION OF THE PUBLIC 
PRAYERS AtitEAiH fftldlNfcl/,' TO A*ERT THE CON- 
TAGION THAT STILL PREVAILS IN THE PROVINCE. 



Hitherto, my dearest brethren, Htfe*ftrm <tf 
the Lord, raised over 'one birth* largest 1 pro- 
vinces of the monarchy, has appeared to us 
only at a distance. His justice inflicted those 
terrible chastisements, to make us enter into 
ourselves; it never strikes except to save. But 
the distance of the impending danger, suffered 
us to remain in our false security: we have 
wept over our brethren, but have not wept for 
ourselves : though guilty of similar crimes, we 
have not feared similar punishment. But at the 
present time, the wrath of God threatens tis, 
and seems to approach us: his vengeance is 
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displayed at our owiv doers, it has affrighted 
us ; but has k converted tie ? We are chilled 
by the terrors of his justice, but do we la- 
bour to appease it? we .even magnify the hep* 
rors of our danger ; but whilst our apprehen- 
sions . life '> thus exaggerated, we ; abfdd > tiftfti 
quilly in those fiaths of iniquity 1 and ttrim6 y ik 
trhieh wfc : hate long htrayed, >an4 Which UroifM 
constitute thfe juit ariti cftdfisHti tiub}ec£%f <*4r 
fears.' Let As enter/ rty d^fer^st tfrethfert, iwU 
the deigns of Gdd, tot Us fopentof the trfas* 
gressions by which we have roused his indigna- 
tion, and we shall soon i^e Iris veilgfeanoe 'cease: 
it is our sins that have unsheathed the sword of 
his wrath ; our penance alone can stay his arm, 
and make it drop from his hand. Neither flight 
nor precaution will protect you from the visita- 
tion of his scourge : in vain would you call up- 
on the mountains to hide you ; his eye search- 
eth the heavens and the earth, and in every 
place, his might reaches the sinner on whom 
he wishes to be avenged : the protection to be 
derived from religion far excels the security af- 
forded by human prudence. Let nothing ap- 
pear among you, deserving of his anger, and 
you may then live without apprehension of his 
chastisements ; you shall not perish, but shall 
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even save your brethren : were there ten just, 
to be found in Sodom, fire from heaven would 
not have devoured that guilty city. Let us then, 
ray dearest brethren, pour forth our sighs and 
t$ars; let our prayers ascend to the throne of 
mercy; let us weep more over our iniquities 
than over the miseries that threaten us, and ap- 
pear at the foot of the altar more terrified at the 
state of our conscience, than at the peril of our 
lives; in a word, let us be reconciled to God,, 
and we shall have, no cause to fear his ven- 
geance. 
. For these reasons, Ac. 
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vi a Mandate 

(Feb. 22, 1722.) 
' FOtt THE PUBLICATION OF A JUBILEE. 



Never, my dearest brethren, did we stand in 
greater need of the graces of the church, than 
in the 'present season of affliction and cala- 
mity. 

Neither the scourges With which God still 
strikes some of our provinces; nor those with 
which we ourselves have been recently me- 
naced,* have been hitherto able to force us to 
enter into ourselves : the approach of the dan- 
ger awakened our fears, without exciting our 
compunction. We omitted nothing that could 



♦ The contagion was at Canourgue, which bor- 
ders Auvergne. 

vol. II. 2o 
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guard against the chastisement, but we have 
taken no care to appease Him that chastises. 

The church now offers us a new opportunity 
of conversion, and if punishments have been 
unable to convert us, surely we will not be in- 
sensible to kindness and favor. The Sovereign 
Pontiff, who is the first dispenser of those 
graces, trembling under the weight of the uni- 
versal episcopacy to which he has been lately 
called, opens the treasures of the church to all 
the faithful; and this signal of reconciliation and 
peace, seems to announce the cessation of the 
wrath of heaven, and to promise more tranquil 
and happier days. The Lord has for a long 
time, appeared a terrible and avenging God ; 
but he appears, to day, a God of mercy and for- 
giveness. He no longer affrights by his in- 
flictions, but attracts us by his benefits. What 
a misfortune for His, my brethren, if all these 
means of salvation should be afforded us in 
vain! 

Yet, and we say it with grief, some will re- 
gard this time of grace and propitiation as trou- 
blesome and onerous, and feel nothing in this 
great and merciful favor, but the trouble of dis- 
posing themselves for its worthy reception: 
others will imagine all their debts to God, difl- 
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charged^ by participating iti f tbe r gr&es-btf the 
church, and will seek them rather with a view 
of escaping 1 the just rigors of penance; than 
of renewing their hatred of «iti and their gw- 
titude to heaven. 

As for, you, my deadest brethren; retafembqr 
that the graces which you are to receive crn 
those days of salvation/ will be prop&rtiaoeil to 
the sanctity of the dispositions with which you 
approach them. The more you love, the chore 
will be forgiven you ; the more lively your re- 
pentance of your sins, the lighter shall be the 
punishments by which they must be expiated : 
in former times, it was the increased fervor 
and more abundant tears alone of public peni- 
tents, that obtained any relaxation of the ca- 
nonical penalties. The church was moved by 
the excess of their penitential austerities : the 
spirit that guides her is still the same ; her fa- 
vors are destined solely for true penitents, and 
to their compunction alone does she open her 
bosom, and unlock her treasures. 

Let us then, my dearest brethren, offer our- 
selves for the mercies of the Lord, with hearts 
truly humbled and contrite. Let us sincerely 
detest the crimes that have hitherto closed hea- 
ven against us, or which have opened it only 
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to bring down public calamities upon ottr coun- 
ty 
Let us return to God, who seems now to 

promise a cessation of his vengeance, since he 
even proffers his favors, and if we have not 
profited of his chastisements* let us, at least, 
not abuse bis bounty. 
For these reasons, &c* 
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VII A MAITOATE 

(Nov. 30, 1729.) 

TO SING THE TE BEtJM IN THANKSGIVING FOB IBM 
{CORONATION OF THE KIN0, 



It is the piety alone of nations, my dearest 
brethren, that heaven rewards with good Kings. 
The princes whom the Lord raises to earthly 
thrones, are ordinarily the recompence or the 
chastisement, of the virtues or of the crimes of 
their subjects. Unite then your prayers to those 
of the church,, to beg of God, that our young 
monarch may be a king according to htq pwn 
heart j that the august ceremony which ljas jpir 
pressed him with the sacred character of royal- 
ty, may produce in him all the benedictions of 
grace ; that he may be the father of his people ; 
that he may use according to the designs of 
God, that power which he holds from Go4 
alone : that his passions may be as obedient to 
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him as his people; that he may reign happily 
over us, by first reigning over himself; and 
that his rule may be as long as that of his 
great-grand -father,* as pious as that of Saint 
Louis, as glorious as that of all his renowned 
ancestors together. 

Those gladdening hopes already beam from bis 
majestic, countenance, and the presages of hap- 
piness and .greatness wjiijch* every day, appear 
in his sacred person, anticipate our desires and 
confirm our confidence, — Let us then, my dear- 
est brethren, continue to supplicate the King of 
Kings and the Sovereign distributor of thrones 
and kingdoms, to multiply his. gifts to this au~ 
gUBLprippe; ^prftsarvp thp child; of >o raany 
kings, amLtb.fc.qniy h»pe x*f sp.BWy provinces ; 
to make the beginning of bis reign the com* 
mencement of pur happiqess, and to protect a 
monarchy in which the true (aith ascended the 
throne with its. tings, and in which M *W fiioce 
been perpetuated room pure wd ^pjentf id than 
4he gems which adorn their, crown. , . 
..v For these reasons <&c ... 

* Louis the Fourteenth reigned 79 years. 
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VIII. A MANDATE 

(March 1, 1723.) 

TO SING TOE TR DEUM, IN THANEQGIVING FOR THE 
CESSATION OF THE CONTAGIOUS DISEASE* WHICq 
HAD PREVAILED HT4EY1ER4L PROVINCES OF THE 
UKftDOM. 



^hej^ATP 9* &* konI> jpy. ,4^ W^ brethren, 

V M Mllgfr >»PK#*e0r ,*#* v^^W^ a? the 
Pg>pt*et s*y$, tfas not suspended his merciai 
foi 4 , evei; he bus withdrawn his terrible arm, 
which pressed heavily on ,pqr provinces, and 
the scourge of contagipn thaf wasted them, has 
ceased *t lasf. It wouljd seem, that the bounty 
tf } he^eo ty$ ytqewpi , tfji/j .signal favor, for 
-grog? Ij^ppy djtys, i? whic^ ouf jrpuqg pftwrcb 
was \o enter into. fi|U possession pf his. royfd 
#tfthpp^y;iand ^e^e hegw^ipgs inspire a ji^l 
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hope, that his reign will be marked by a con- 
tinuation of benefits from above: so his first 
care has been to command a solemn thanksgiv- 
ing to be made throughout his kingdom, am} 
to place himself and his people under the pro- 
tection of Him/\vho strikes and who heals, who 
overturns, and preserves empires. 

The signal favors which now call for our 
gratitude, my dearest brethren, should warm 
bur bosoms and redouble the fervor of our pray- 
ers: the nearer the danger has approached you, 
the more lively and touching should be your 
acknowledgments to Him, who has presetted 
you from its fury. You beheld desolation and 
death on the frontiers of your province, and, as 
it were, at the gates of your cities ; the extermi- 
nating sword, was long raised against you, arid 
at every moment you expected the fatal stroke. 
Recal now your past fears and anxieties, and 
proportion your gratitude to your recent alarms: 
t>e mindful that the favors of God always pre- 
sage his indignation and vengeance. He is 
jealous of his gifts, and is never more pre- 
pared to strike, than when his marked and con- 
tinued bounty, has found the hearts, on which 
it was poured, hard and insensible : let us not 
jnake him repent of his clemency. Every thing 
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pow, invites us to return to him ; his benefits, 
which are to be requited by fidelity and love; 
the penitential season on which we have en- 
tered ; the great and holy mysteries which are 
approaching, and in which the greater abun- 
dance of graces accorded, demands great pre- 
paration of mind and heart; and, in fine, our 
past errors, to which God may have afforded 
this opportunity of repentance, as the last favor 
pf his mercy, and the last term of his ptitidKice. 
. for these reasons, &c. 
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V*E THE PiraUCATlO* Qf Tp* JUBILEE 



God, whose mercies seem to increase in pro- 
portion to our iniquities, after having granted 
to the vows of the church, a chief according 
to his own heart, wishes, in addition, that this 
tender and charitable mother should open to 
us the treasure of her graces; either to fill 
us with gratitude at the proffer of so precious 
a gift, or in order that the solicitude and ex- 
ample of so holy a Pontiff may not be useless 
to his people. 

Let us, my dearest brethren, correspond with 
the merciful designs of God upon us: he tries 
every means to recal us from our wanderings; 
and since we become, every day, more ingeni- 
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otis in contriving our own destructions he daily 
employs new means to effect our salvation. 

Above all, let us not, (as has perhaps been 
the case heretofore,) limit the fruit of (hose 
days of propitiation to some passing acts of 
penance. Let us not flatter ourselves that our 
sins ate expiated, if we do not detent them from 
•thp [bottom of our heart: -.Jet us w>t imagfrie 
ibwt the .grace* pi the church h*Y& pftrified us, 
unless they have changed us; nor reckon Upon 
J>er indulgence except; in. H&. much. as. wq o&n 
i»}$ tlpon thft;s»ceritj5 of qttr repestajice, : Her 
.bounty i*a means irf ponvewwn,: nud not an 
^xemptioiv from penance; it ssawthtf Jtbe paty* 
of san^ity, but doe» not dispense as ftofn talk- 
ing in them: it is.rtbe Jbelp of Qttr weajuieap, 
and not the apology of our ^owMdiqe; the blood 
of Jesus Christ from which it flows, always 
bears with it the character and seal of the cross; 
and the price by which we have been purchased 
and delivered, does not do away our obligation 
to suffer, but on the contrary imposes it. 

Prepare then your hearts, my dearest bre- 
thren, particularly for those days, in which not 
only the church unlocks for you the treasury of 
her graces, but in which the heavens open to 
send down upon men, the Author of every gift 
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and of every grace. The desires of the just 
were rewarded with his first coming upon earth ; 
the sighs of penance are necessary to itoake him 
descend anew into our hearts. 

Let u*, by a more christian life, draw down 
the benedictions of heaven upon the Pontiff 
whom the Lord in his great mercy has lately 
given to his people. Let us obtain them for 
the whole church confided to his care, and par- 
ticularly for our own kingdom, whose sovereigns 
have always been her most powerful and zeal* 
ous protectors ; and, in fine, let us obtain them 
for our young monarch, descended from so ma* 
ny illustrious and holy Kings, that he may in*, 
herit their wisdom and their zeal for religion, 
as he inherits their crown. 

For these reasons, &c. 
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x A MANDATE 

(Sept. 24, 1725.) 



tO SING THE TE DRUM, FOR THE MARRIAGE OF 
THE KING. 



Whatever ensures the succession in empires, 
ensures also their tranquillity, and tranquillity 
constitutes the entire security of religion and 
of the laws. Our monarchy has more than once 
experienced the miseries which threaten die 
throne, when all hope of posterity ends with 
the prince, who fills it : it is for this reason that 
the nation so ardently desired, that our young 
King would hasten to raise up heirs to the 
throne, by an august and holy matrimonial al- 
liance. 

Our vows, my brethren, have been heard, 
and his choice has even surpassed our expecta- 
tions. The counsels of flesh and blood, or the 
great interests of the world, commonly preside 
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in the marriages of sovereigns: religion alone 
proposed and concluded his. Thus in sharing 
his throne with the Princess Mary, he has 
placed by his side, "Vrfsdofo; flfety, Clemency, and 
all those virtues, which support it more firmly 
and lastingly than the alliances of the most 
powerful kingdoms. Those connexions which 
interest cements, interest "dissolves; %nd : it is 
not necessary to review the long annals of our 
history to know, that those great states which 
have given us Qtreensr, have not always given 
u6 allies and friends. France needs no foreign 
aid, there is nothing hut virtue #ecte&&ty to 
hef glory and stability; and the imsfortimes of 
the last reign have taught lift; thai she shout* 
t>e more anxious not to awaken the jealousy 
<rf her neighbour*; by toe pbWerlicil a ^an- 
nexion, than to protect herself against *heir : iro*- 
tiKty <by alliance*, Which dften Idll W i*t& ilk 
false sectfrity, atid which tiever toewa** to*t 
strength. 

Let us, my brethren, render immortal thanks 
to Him who disposes of sceptres and crowns, 
and who has perpetuated the French empire 
during so many ages, in the same royal house. 
He has bestowed on us an inestimable bles- 
sing in giving us a wise, pious and discerning 
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Queen, already mistress of the heart of the 
Prince and of his subjects, and likely to re- 
vive among us the days of Clotilda and of 
Blanche of Castile. Let us supplicate heaven 
that from this sacred union may spring heroes, 
who will mingle with the tfood of Saint Lftuis, 
and with all the virtues which it transmit*, 
those lofty qualities by which she is about to 
ennoble and sanctify it. Let us pray, that from 
her we may receive princes, who will be our 
fathers rather than our masters; that our youtag 
King— the talov'ed ofojedt 'of tlte nation's ten- 
derness afid "hope, whilst he in'trfeasds hi years 
and in strength, may also strengthen in wis- 
dom and grffeey^thsrtrtrer mayiove a people 
whose vows and tears and prayers have pre- 
setted him 16 France ; that 'he mhy begin by 
sharing in our mfeeriesf and -sufferings* 1 ** we 
shall <nfe day : shanfc iti his prosperity and glory. 
Every thing is in common between a good 
prince and his subjects; their misfortunes are 
his, as his felicity ought to be the happiness 
of bis people; he cannot be great nor happy 
alone ; such is the destiny of sovereigns, that 
they shall never be great kings till they ha*e 
first been good roasters. 
For these reasons, &c. 
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XI. A MANDATE 

{July 5, 1726.) 

TO BEG THE BENEDICTION OF HEAVEN, BY SOLEMlt 
PUBLIC PRAYERS, UPON THE RESOLUTION OF Hlf 
MAJESTY TO GOVERN THE STATE BY HIMSELF. 



God, my dearest brethren, who has always ex- 
tended his mercy and protection to our mo- 
narchy, and who seems to have forgotten us in 
the time of our calamities and sufferings, only 
to load us with new favors, this day, gives new 
confidence to our hopes, and opens the pros- 
pect of a speedy relief from those evils into 
which, the wars of the last reign and the sub- 
sequent changes in the state, had plunged us, 
in spite of the active and vigilant administration 
of preceding ministers. 
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The King has just announced, that being 
established by God to rule this vast Empire, he 
intends to govern by himself. In effect, the care 
of the father of the family, is always more tender 
and more discerning than that of the most trusty 
and diligent servants: the patrimony which he 
administers, is his own, he governs his own 
house, his subjects are his own children. Thus 
the King, whose great purpose has been in- 
spired from above, declares, that he proposes 
to himself nothing but the happiness of his peo- 
ple; that touched by their fidelity and attach- 
ment, he wishes to repay their devotion by giv- 
ing himself entirely to his subjects, whose love 
he values more than their duty, and in whose 
hearts he is more anxious to reign, than over 
their properties or their persons. France, my 
dearest brethren, cannot fail to prosper, when 
her love of her sovereign, is to become the mea- 
sure of her happiness ; there is no more auspi- 
cious pledge of felicity than that which attaches 
it to our fidelity. 

What immortal thanks do we not owe to 
Him, who holds in his hands the hearts as well 
as the sceptres of kings, and who has inspired 
our young monarch with the resolution of go- 
verning a great kingdom, at an age when other 

VOL. II. 2 H 
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princes are scarce in a condition to govern 
themselves ; when pleasures are their most im- 
portant concerns, and when relieved from the 
burden of sovereignty, there is nothing great 
in their lives or about their person, but the 
august and sacred title which has given them 
to us for masters. 

To conciliate the support and benediction of 
heaven to his government, the King commands 
us to beg your vows and prayers. And on 
what occasion were they ever more justly so- 
licited? it is for ourselves we pray, when we 
pray for our rulers : in imploring for them the 
virtues, which constitute good kings, we are en- 
treating blessings for ourselves : a just and pi* 
ous reign is the greatest gift which the Al- 
mighty can bestow upon the world. Let us 
then beg, my dearest brethren, that he will send 
down upon our young sovereign from the high- 
est heaven, that wisdom which presides in the 
eternal counsels : that he will give him a pa- 
ternal and affectionate heart for his people; 
that clemency, which is always the stay of au- 
thority; that moderation, which by respecting 
the laws, exalts and dignifies the throne; which, 
confining itself within the limits of its own 
states, is more intent on relieving distress and 
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Correcting abuses, than oil extending their 
bounds; which leaves to neighbouring powers 
the dangerous honor of commencing hostilities \ 
and tries to Conquer, otily to have the glory of 
terminating the horrors of war. Let us pray 
that the Lord may unite in his royal person all 
the great qualities of those holy and illustrious 
Kings, who have heretofore swayed the destinies 
of France; that his reign may rival the splen- 
did dominion of his august Great*grand-ftuher, 
whom he has proposed to himself as a model ; 
that like him, he may see his children's chil- 
dren round his throne ; and that, in fine, a reign 
which begins under such auspicious presages 
may be the reign of peace, of glory, of piety 
and of abundance. 

For these reasons, &c. 
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XII. a MANDATE 

(Aug. 20, 1736.) 

TO SING THE TE DEUM, IN THANKSGIVING FOR THE 
RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF THE KING'S HEALTH. 



It is Hot long, my brethren, since we request- 
ed your public prayers, to bring down the be- 
nedictions of heaven, upon the favourable be- 
ginnings of our young Monarch's reign. Alas! 
whilst our temples still resounded with anthems 
of thanksgiving and solemn supplications, the 
hand of the Lord was upon him, and our songs 
of joy were turned into waitings and alarms. 
He had just given himself entirely to us, and 
taken upon himself, at a tender age, the whole 
burden of royalty ; and scarce did we begin to 
possess him, and to taste the first fruits of his 
love, when we were menaced with his loss. 
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. This precious remnant of so many princes ; 
this single spark, saved from the ruins and the 
extinction of the whole royal family ; this au- 
gust and only pledge of the consolidation of the 
throne and of .our internal tranquillity; this gift 
of God to the French nation, to console her 
for her reverses and her losses; this sacred sign, 
raised up by heaven to be the guarantee of the 
termination of public scourges, and of the peace 
of empires and nations; this child of so many 
promises and so many hopes, the Lord who had 
given him to us in his mercy, has been more 
than once on the point of snatching from us, in 
his wrath. 

Can it be, that to make us set a higher va- 
lue upon his benefit, he has so often threat- 
ened us with its resumption ? But if our love of 
our King could become a security for his life ; 
if to preserve him always to his people, they 
had only to feel the greatness of the bounty 
which has left him to them; if the sincerity 
of our gratitude could answer for the length 
of his days ; in a word, if the sentiments of our 
hearts could decide his lot; alas! what could 
remain to be desired for him ; and what could 
we ourselves have to fear? France would be 
the happiest nation in the universe; and the 
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Lord would, every day, pour but new bles> 
rings upon us, were he to proportion his fer- 
vors to the abundance and the excess of our 
love for our sovereigns. 

God therefore, in striking him, designed to 
punish solely our want of fidelity to Himself: 
U is our crimes alone (hat commonly occasion 
all the misfortunes of our rulers ; they alone it 
was, that in those days of mourning, of which 
the memory is still fresh, snatched from us to- 
gether so m^ny princes, at once the pillars of 
the throne and the hope of the monarchy. The 
succession of the reigning line has never fail- 
ed amongst us, except in those times when the 
corruption of the court, and the inundation of 
the public vices, drew down the wrath of hea- 
ven upon the nation: the royal stem ceased 
then to shoot, and the blood of the monarchy 
flowed not from the father to his children ; God 
abandoned the nobility and the people to the 
spirit of dissension and revolt ; the public dis- 
organization expiated the public crimes ; surely 
the sad example of past ages, should become 
a lesson of instruction to ours. God always 
punishes the iniquities of kingdoms, by de- 
priving them of good kings, or by sending them 
bad ones iji his anger; he has therefore save*} 
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his people, by preserving to us our beloved mo- 
narch : Egressus es in salutem populi tui, in 
salutem cum Christo tuo ;* let then the sincerity 
of our thanksgiving, correspond to the intensity 
of our past fears. 

But let us be mindful that fidelity to God is 
the only gratitude which he demands, and which 
he will accept. For a long period his haild has 
been upon us, and we every day complain of 
the duration and severity of his chastisements ; 
he has poured out upon us all the scourges of 
his wrath, in succession ; he has lately shown 
us the last and the most dreadful, which remain- 
ed for his justice to inflict on us, by meria- 
cing the life of the King. Let us expect no end 
to our miseries, till we shall be converted from 
our crimes. The signal interpositions by which 
he has conducted our young monarch to the 
throne, bespeak singular designs of mercy to- 
wards us. He is like a second Moses, saved 
alone by miraculous interference from the to- 
tal wreck of his august race, one day to deli- 
ver his people from the heavy yoke of oppres- 
sion and suffering. Already, like the holy king 
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of Judah, his eyes are seeking virtuous and 
faithful men, to seat them near his person and 
around this throne : Oculi met ad Jidelis terr# 
ut sedeant mecum :* be intends, that the wise 
governor of his childhood, should also be the 
guide of his reign; that the same principles 
of humanity, of justice and of religion, which 
have shaped his early morals, should constitute 
the rules of his government ; and that the same 
hands which pointed out to him, the perils and 
the dangers of the crown, should also assist 
him to sustain it, for the glory and happiness 
of France. Let us, my dear brethren, not 
render those happy presages unavailing, nor 
turn against ourselves, by continuing to irritate 
the Almighty, the splendid blessings which they 
promise. 
For these reasons, &c. 
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XIII A MANDATE 

(Feb. 3, 1727.) 

FOR THE PUBLICATION OF THE JUBILEE OF THE 
HOLY YEAR. 



We always proclaim to you, my dear brethren, 
wjth new joy, the graces and remedies which 
the church is never weary of proffering to our 
weakness; nothing would be wanting to our 
consolation, were, the benefits which you ought 
to derive from them, to correspond to our vows 
and to your own necessities. 

You awaited this time of indulgence and pro- 
pitiation, with impatience, and viewed with a 
holy jealousy those kingdoms and churches 
where it had already begun. The salvation 
which you desired my dear brethren, has at 
length arrived : The grace of God our Saviour 
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hath appeared to all men, instructing us that 
denying ungodliness and worldly desires, we 
should live soberly and justly, and godly in this 
world,* that our lives may bring no reproach 
on the sanctity of our vocation. 

Under the law of Moses, in the great jubi- 
lary year, which the church calls holy, the lands 
were suffered to repose ; slaves recovered their 
liberty ; families regained their alienated posses* 
sions; all debts were cancelled; and each one 
returned to his first condition. These things, 
my dear brethren, were but shadows of the fu- 
ture : the repose of the lands, prefigured that 
eternal rest where we shall be freed from all 
the anxieties of this world, and after which, we 
ought to sigh unceasingly. The slaves who re- 
covered their liberty, represented us, who hav- 
ing been hitherto under the servitude of the 
devil and of the world, are now about to re-en- 
ter into the liberty of the children of God. The 
alienated possessions which returned to their 
former masters, are those possessions of grace, 
which we have alienated or forfeited; the vir- 
tue and justice which we had lost ; the inherit 



♦ l.Tit. c. 2. vv. 11. 1*. 
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lance in Jesus Christ which we had dissipated, 
and to which the bounty of heaven is now about 
to restore us. In fine, the debts which were 
cancelled, are our crimes which have rendered 
us debtors to the divine justice, and which the 
blood of Jesus Christ is now about to wash 
away : we are going to return to our first con- 
dition, to that happy state in which the grace 
of baptism had first established us. 

These, my dear brethren, are the inestimable 
fevors which the church now proffers. The 
greater their value, the more holy should be 
our dispositions to receive them ; for the gifts 
of God are not intended for souls who will not 
return sincerely to him. If pur penance be only 
on our tongue, and (consist of a mere confession 
of our sins, as perhaps has been the case hi- 
therto; if the heart have no share in it, neither 
shall it participate in the graces of the church : 
thus the time of mercy will become for us, a 
time of rigorous justice, and we shall add to 
our other sins, the crime of abusing the favor 
by which they were to be expiated. 

Out our hopes of you, my dear brethren, 
are more consoling. Let us go therefore with 
confidence to the throne of grace, that we may 
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obtain mercy in seasonable aid;* let us 

offer to God, the sighs of an afflicted heart : 
let us not confine our prayers and . supplica- 
tions to our own immediate wants, but extend 
them to all the evils that afflict the church; 
let the perils to which our holy faith is ex- 
posed, and the mournful divisions which dis- 
sever its unity, render us the more submissive 
to its authority, and the more zealous in its 
defence; let the calamities of war too, with 
which we are now menaced, and which have 
been already but too long felt, invigorate our 
efforts, and quicken our devotion. Let us dis- 
arm the wrath of heaven, ready, perhaps, to 
burst upon us in this hour, and beg from above, 
that peace which the world is neither willing 
nor able to grant us. Let us solicit for princes 
and for kings, that spirit of concord which may 
unite all hearts, combine all interests, calm all 
animosities, and prevent the confusion and hor- 
rors of war. 

Let us, above all, beg for our young King, 
that wisdom which anticipates the course of 
years; a heart docile to prudent counsels, a 
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sensibility which he was early taught to feel 
for public calamities, and which the sage ad* 
visers who approach the throne, daily foster in 
the royal breast ; a numerous offspring from 
his august marriage, and a feign which may 
be rather the reign of peace, of abundance and 
of justice, than of hostilities and conquests. 

Let us second the pious intentions and fer- 
vent desires of the holy Pontiff whom the Lord 
has given in his mercy, to his church, and 
who ceases not to raise his pure hands to 
heaven, to turn away the scourges which the 
justice of God is preparing to pour out upon 
the malice of men. We shall obtain what we 
ask/ if we ask it with faith : the prayers that are 
put up in common by the assembly of the faith- 
ful, have the privilege of access to the throne of 
the Eternal Majesty, and the Holy Ghost who 
inspires and dictates them in our hearts, is al- 
ways heard. 

For these reasons, &c. 
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XIV. a MANDATE 

(Sept. 14, 1739.) 

FOR A GENERAL PROCESSION, AND TO SING THE TE 
PEUM, IN SOLEMN THANKSGIVING FOR THE BUM 
OF A DAUPHIN. 



The vows of Prance, my dearest brethren; have 
been heard at last. The Almighty, who, to 
make us feel the instability of human things, 
is pleased to transfer sceptres and empires con- 
tinually from one race to another, continues by 
a singular mercy, to perpetuate the sovereignty 
of France in the same royal house* through an 
astonishing course of ages. He has at length, 
given a successor to the throne— a new stay 
to our monarchy, and a pledge of tranquillity 
and peace to all Europe. The blood of Saint 
Louis shall not cease to flow, — the race of the 
just shall not fail, and till the end, their de- 
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seen dan ts shall possess the inheritance, which 
heaven awarded in the beginning, to the piety 
and the valor of their august ancestors. All 
those nations with which we are acquainted, 
have in the revolution of ages, more than once 
changed their masters; new families have as- 
cended the throne of the former line, whose 
posterity had either failed or had been driven by 
usurpers from the empire of their fathers. In- 
ternal dissension, domestic strife, civil war, the 
subversion of the faith, in a word, the desola- 
tion of provinces and of nations has almost al- 
ways been the bitter fruit of those sad changes. 
France alone, still preserves her ancient race, 
and with it, she also preserves the faith of her 
fathers, the laws of her monarchy, and the an; 
cient and venerable institutions of church and 
state. If the vices of the nation render her 
now unworthy of this singular protection, we 
cannot doubt that God will award it to that 
fidelity and love which she has always had for 
her kings. Yes, my dearest brethren, the young 
prince whom heaven has lately granted to our 
desires, secures our fortunes, guarantees the 
tranquillity of our cities, protects the rights of 
every citizen, and affords the wise minister, 
who seems to hold in his hand? the destinies 
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of Europe, new facilities for pacificating kings 
and nations, and for relieving our people, whom 
the calamities of the times and the prepara- 
tions for an expected war, have not hitherto al- 
lowed to breathe from their past sufferings, or 
enjoy the sweets and advantages of peace. 

It would be superfluous, my brethren, to ex- 
hort you to unite with the church in solemn 
thanksgiving for the inestimable gift which we 
have just obtained from the bounty of heaven. 
You have desired and begged it too earnestly 
of God, not to be filled with the liveliest gra- 
titude at its reception. Let us then draw down 
upon this precious infant, not only by our 
thanksgiving, but still more by the sanctity of 
our lives, all the benedictions which will one 
day make him a prince after God's own heart. 
Good kings are always the reward of the piety 
of their people : let us render ourselves worthy 
of the favors of the Almighty ; heaven will ne- 
ver cease to protect us, whilst we continue 
obedient to its will. 

For these reasons, &c. 
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XV. A MANDATE 

{Feb. 1, 1730.) 

?0? TH$ SECOND GENERAL VISITATION OF OVR 
P10CESS. 



We have already made, my dearest brethren, 
the first general visitation of this large Dio* 
eess. If we have found consolation in the zeal 
of many of the clergy, who truly share in our 
pastoral solicitude, God has not permitted out 1 
joy to he complete: the numberless wants of 
the people whom Providence has confided to u*, 
the multitude of pastors whom we have ap- 
pointed to guide them, and amongst whom, It 
must be expected that some will be less faith- 
ful and correct than the spirit of their voca- 
tion requires; the public disorders which ever 
result from their vices; the misery too, and. 
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the sufferings of the districts through which w# 
passed, all these evils fiave cast us to the earth, 
and filled our heart with bitterness and sorrow. 
We have trembled under the weight of our mi- 
nistry, and the immensity of our (Juties ; and \d 
speak with the Apostle, you all know that we 
have appeared among you, penetrated with ter- 
ror and fear, at the thought of our obligations 
and yours : In timore, et tremore tfiutto fui 
apud vo8* But the burden which presses so 
heavily on our weakness, does not make us 
despond; our confidence indeed would be vain, 
did we rely solely on ourselves;' but besides, 
that all our tri)st is in Him who sends us, and 
who has promised to continue with us to the 
end, the many holy Bishops who first governr 
ed this church, and who sanctified it by their 
labors and their blood, will solicit for us and 
for the people whom they subjugated to Jesus 
Christ, a part of that strength and energy and 
zeal with which they themselves were endued. 
They will not suffer this ancient and illustri- 
ous portion of the inheritance of Christ — the 
fruit of their sufferings and Apoetleship, to lose 
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•11 its beauty in the hands of an unworthy suc- 
cessor. Wherefore, my dear brethren, we feel 
ourselves bound to redouble our diligence and 
care, in proportion as our greater acquaintance 
with the necessities of our churches, seems to 
multiply and point out, oar duties. We there- 
fore announce to you, a second visitation : and 
this we hope you will receive, not as a menace 
of severity and chastisement, but as a procla- 
mation of charity and peace; in order that, 
in the language of the Apostle, yovyr rejoicing 
may abound in Christ Jesus for me, by my 
Coming tot you again.* For you alone, my bre- 
thren, must be the glory and the consolation 
of my episcopacy, since you alone are co-ope- 
rators with me in it : only let your conversa- 
tion be worthy of the gospel of Christ: that, 
whether I come and see you, or being absent, 
may hear of you, that you stand fast in one 
spirit, with one mind labouring together for the 
faith of the gospel.^ 

Let us all then, ray brethren, be renovated 
together, in that spirit of charity and zeal; 
which consoles the troubles, and promotes the 
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spccetis, of our function*. {£t us, according t* 
the advice of the Apostle, call to mind those 
holy pastors who first announced the woid of 
the gospel to our people, and whilpt we no- 
view the abundant benedictions of their minis- 
try, and consider the crown of their labors, let 
us imitate their faith; Mepientote prtcpomta? 
rum vestrorum, qui vobis locuti sunt verbum 
Dei: quorum intuenUs e&ftun conversationis, 
jmitamini fidem* jLet us be confounded and 
humbled at finding ourselves so unlike those 
anpient models; I do not suggest this compa- 
rison with a design of reproaching or sadden* 
ing you, but with the view of proposing a new 
motive to sustain and encourage both you and 
myself, in the painful discharge of our duties. 

As to the rest, my dear brethren, to con* 
elude with the same Apostle, Gad is my wit* 
ness how I long after you all in the bowels of 
Jews Christ And this I pray that your cha* 
rity may more and more abound in knowledge 
and in all understanding : that you may ap- 
prove the better things, that you may be sin- 
pere and without offence unto the fay of Christ, 
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(that day of the coming of the I*rincfe of Pas- 
tors, for which ours is hut the preparation.) 
May we all ruri our course with energy and 
alacrity, that we! may be all filled with the fruit 
of justice through Jesus Christ, unto the glory 
and praise of God. 
For these reasons, &c. 
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XVI. a MANDATE 

(Sept. 22, 1730.) 

'TO Btiife THE TE DEUBf, IN THANKSGIVING FOR THIS 
BIRTH OF A t)UKE OF ANJOU. 



Wfc prAyed, my dear brethren, though we 
could scarce presume to hope, that God would 
bless the monarchy and the royal house, with 
the birth of a new prince. It is one of those 
singular favors by which heaven, in its mercy, 
rewards the piety of kings and of their peo- 
ple, and consolidates the tranquillity of empires. 
What remains for us, my dear brethren, but 
to render ourselves, every day, more worthy of 
God's benefits, and to beg earnestly of Him, 
that the same merciful protection which has 
vouchsafed to send us those precious pledges 
of security, may preserve them, and pour into 
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the hearts of those young princes, the fear of 
his holy name, a love for' their people, and that 
sensibility to public miseries, which has ever 
constituted the surest and mdst durable glory 
of good kings. 

May they liVe many years under the eyes of 
an august and religious Father, who sways that 
power by which. France was once so formida- 
ble, solely for the pacification of Europe^ and 
the happiness of his people. 

May they enjoy to an advanced age, the ex- 
ample and tenderness of a pious Mother— & 
queen; whose virtues and happy offspring, re- 
alize all our wishes. 

Thus educated under a peaceful and happy 
reign, they shall transmit its spirit and blessings 
to our descendants ; and France, whilst she be- 
holds the blood of Saint , Louis continued on 
the throne, shall see perpetuated with it, his 
glory and felicity. 

For these reasons, &c 
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XVII. a MANDATE 

{Jan, 17, 1734.) 



TO 8INO THE Tfi DEUM, IN THANKSGIVING FOR THS 
PROSPERITY or THE ARMS Otf THE KING* 



God, my dear brethren, has just approved the 
pacific intentions of our King-, and the justice 
of his cause, by a splendid victory. For this 
glorious triumph of our arms, we cannot suf- 
ficiently thank the Sovereign Lord of all, who 
guides the fate of battles and of empires : but 
as wars are ordinarily, scourges to punish our 
crimes, and as the most brilliant victories are 
always burdensome even to the conquerors, let 
us beg of Him, at the same time, to re-unite the 
hearts and the interests of christian princes; 
let us pray for the return of peace, preferable 
to the greatest conquests; and let us entreat 
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his ancient mercies towards this monarchy, that 
the spark of strife which has been just excited, 
and which threatens to inflame all Europe, may 
be extinguished in its birth, and not again in* 
volve us in those troubles, over which the ftetts 
of our people are not yet dry. 
For these reasons, &c„ 
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XVIII. A IttANDATlS 

(Jan. 28, 1734.) 

TO 8IN6 THE TE DEUM IN THANKSGIVING FOR THE 
CAPTURE OF THE CASTLE OF MIL All. 



The n£w successes with which the Lord con- 
tinues to crown the arms of the King, and to 
approve the justice of his cause, demands of us 
my dearest brethren, new and solemn thanks. 
It is just that the public expression of out 
gratitude should closely follow on the favors of 
heaven: but less dazzled by the splendor of 
victory, than moved by the calamities of war, 
let us mingle with our thanksgiving, christian 
desires for concord and peace. Let us enter 
into the sentiments of the church — that com- 
mon parent, who now beholds with grief, the 
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Nations which' the same faith tod' the' same 
hope unites in her tender bosom/ armed for 
mutual destruction. She is always a tender 
Rachel, bewailing the loss of her cUUdreri:^ 
let us unite our vows to hers; and impldre 
Him, who holds in his hands the hearts of 
kings, and who inspires wise counsels into 
their ministers, to abbreviate those days of 
anger and bloodshed, which are always .equal- 
ly fatal to all the contending powers; since 
the one side baa to mourn their losses and 
reverses, and the other to lament the expenses 
and efforts by which they purchase victory. 
By thus conforming to the views of the church, 
our thanksgiving and prayers, animated by her 
spirit, shall ascend with confidence, to the 
throne of the God of peace and love : He will 
deign to regard the disinterested and pacific 
intentions of the King, with looks of mercy 
and protection; and if He will not accord to 
our desires and to his, that peace which he 
has always loved, and which was born with 
him, and began to reign with him in Europe, 
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He will at least continue to accord to him, victo- 
ries and conquests, that will render it desirable 
to those hostile powers by whom it has been 
disturbed. 
For .these reasons, &c. 
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TilX. A MANDATE 

{July 28, 17S4.) 

TO SING THIS TE DEUM IN THANKSGIVING FOB THE 
VICTORY GAINED OVER THE IMPERIALISTS IN 
ITALY, BY THE TROOPS OF THE KING AND THOSE 
PF H|8 BARPINIAN MAJESTY. 



Xox us leave those who always judge of events 
-by the falsfe and narrow views of human wis- 
doii}, to glory in our victories and put forth 
songs of triumph and joy: for us, my dear 
brethren, guided by the light of faith, let us 
consider with a holy terror, that the wrath of 
God, must indeed be exasperated against men, 
since notwithstanding the universal desire of 
peace with which the calamities of the last wars 
had filled all the nations of Europe, and the 
sovereigns who rule them, discord has again 
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incited them to resume the sword with greater 
fury than before, and still inundates the earth 
with the blood of its inhabitants. It is true 
that God visibly favors the just hostilities of 
the King; all victorious as he is, he is still 
intent on peace; he wishes it for the sake of 
his people, and his wishes are rewarded with 
victories ; but victory is ever the favor of a Go4 
irritated against the vices of men. 

What a shocking spectacle, my brethren, fa 
presented to us, even in that, which we have 
lately obtained! a carnage so horrible and so 
unexampled, as to be without parallel, save in 
the encounters of barbarous nations. The rivals 
alone of their fierce and cruel spirit could tri- 
umph in the achievements of this bloody and 
murderous day ; for us, the splendor of victory 
is covered with 9. veil of mourning; the pub- 
lic testimonies of our gratitude to the God of 
armies, are clouded by the regrets of religion 
and humanity, and we cannot refuse to mingle 
with our solemn thanksgiving, tears of sorrow 
for the death of our relatives and friends, and 
for the many brave subjects who have generous- 
ly sacrificed their lives, for the glory of the 
prince and the interests of the state. 
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What trophies then, could we erect on the. 
aanguinary field, still covered with the mangled 
foodies of so many thousand christians? Le^ 
lis go, my brethren, in spirit, to the scene of 
slaughter, and there, amidst rivers of blood, and 
heaps of mutilated limbs, that will make us 
mourn over victory ; there, where we have won 
the field only that we might meditate at lei* 
sure on the instability of human, things and 
the inevitable miseries of war; there let us 
offer to the view of the God of peace, the sad 
spectacle, and move his paternal bosom to com : 
passion by the piteous sight. Let us cause the 
voice of the blood that, was spilt, to ascend to 
his throne, not to call down his vengeance as 
#f old, but to calm and disarm it. Let us 
snatch from his band the sword of justice which 
js again unsheathed over our necks: let us 
promise to him better lives, and be will grant 
ps more tranquil times : let us cause the crimes 
which exasperate him, to cease, and he will 
turn away the scourges with which he now 
phastisjes us. The prayers which ascend to him 
for peace after victory, are always more surely 
fieard : they are inspired by religion ; the church 
Jiprself then prays by our mouth ; the spirit of 
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God asks for us, and forms- wtthm u dole 
•ecret vows and sighs ; and the Lord never re* 
jects prayers which himself has inspired in our 
hearts. 

Let us then, my dear brethren, assemble at 
the foot of his altars> more moved by the hor- 
rors of war, than by the glory of our triumph. 
Let us not ask of hkn > who descended on our 
earth only to reeoneik all things .... making 
peace through the blood of his cross;* let us not 
ask him to exterminate with his sword of ven- 
geance, the nations that are armed against us ; 
such prayers of blood, would recoil on our owo 
heads: let us beg of him that peace which nei- 
ther kings, nor victories, nor the world can 
give, and which must be the work of his in- 
finite mercies alone: let us pray, that nations 
and kings being at length reconciled and united, 
may be exclusively occupied in serving Him; 
and that being more jealous of extending the 
reign of faith, than the bounds of their em- 
pires, they may no more take up the sword, 
save to carry the standard of religion and the 



*Coloss. c. i. ▼. 20. 
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glory of the christian name, to those unbeliev- 
ing nations which are, one day, to be called to 
the knowledge of the gospel : In conveniendo 
populo8 in unum, et reges, ut serviant Do- 
mino.* 

For these reasons, &c. 



♦Psalm. 101. t. 23. 
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{Aug. 11, 1734.) 



TO SING THE TE DEUM, IN THANKSGIVING FOR THE 
CAPTURE OF PHILIPS BURGH. 



The continual success, my dear brethren, which 
every where attends the arms of the King, 
daily affords new proofs of the justice of his 
cause; the cpmmon motives of glory by which 
too many are swayed, would never have led 
our young sovereign into an expensive and dan- 
gerous war; his moderation is admitted even 
by our enemies, and his wisdom proposed no 
other object to his ambition, than to render his 
subjects happy, by a mild and pacific reign. 
He has armed solely to defend the cause of 
the innocent and the oppressed, and to protect 
the liberties of an allied nation which had been, 
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at all times, possessed of the right of choosing* 
her own masters. 

So God, the protector of those inviolable 
rights which constitute the safeguard of nations 
and empires, animates our troops with a bra- 
very superior even to that, which had been 
long so characteristic of Frenchmen. The difc 
ficulty of the enterprise, facilitates their sue 
cess ; the ocean seems to conspire against them, 
only to render their conquests more glorious by 
appearing impossible; and every day is mark- 
ed by new victories. Spain, having resumed 
her ancient valor, is rapidly reconquering the 
crowns of which the reverses of past times had 
deprived her ; and the prince who usurped them 
is losing them, for having attempted to place a 
usurper at her head. Our enemies defeated in 
Italy, scarce find a resting place to cover or rally 
the wreck of their forces : and the most distin- 
guished general of the hostile armies, has de- 
scended into Germany to oppose our troops, 
only to witness the valor of Frenchmen, and 
the capture of one of the most important places 
in the empire, before his eyes, without being 
able to afford it the slightest succor. 

Such continued success demands of us, my 
dear brethren, solemn marks of gratitude to- 
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wards the Sovereign Dispenser of events : and 
the more particularly as it may, perhaps, awaken 
our foes to a sense of the injustice of their 
projects, and restore to Europe that peace for 
which it sighs, and which is always preferable 
to the most brilliant conquests. Let us, my bre- 
thren, not cease to implore it from Him who 
alone can give it; and let a prayer so worthy 
of religion ever accompany and sanctify the joy 
and solemnity of our public thanksgiving. 
For these reasons, &c. 
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XXI. A MANDATE 

(Oct. 22, 1734.) 

TO SING THE TE DEUM , IN THANKSGIVING FOR THE 
VICTORY GAINED OVER THE IMPERIALISTS IN 
ITALY, BY THE TROOPS OF THE RING AND THOSE 
OF HI8 SARDINIAN MAJESTY. 



The peace which the church does not cease 
to implore for her children, and which we, my 
dear brethren, should implore with her, seems, 
every day, to recede farther from us. The 
Lord, irritated by the crimes of men A makes 
use of men to exercise his vengeance upon 
their fellows ; and in arming them against one 
another, he punishes them by making them the 
instruments of his anger and his chastisements. 
The blood already shed has not yet appeased 
his justice, and a fresh battle in Italy still more 
sanguinary than the former, now presents a 
frightful spectacle to all Europe. But amidst so 
many horrors, the God of Charlemagne and of 
Saint Louis, gives to France and the successor 
pf their crown and their faith, splendid proofs 
of his protection and favor: victory, every 
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where, attends our arms : the open bravery, the 
hidden snares, all the efforts of our enemies 
end only in discomfiture and shame ; they may 
surprise the vigilance of our troops, but they 
cannot withstand their valor, and they are beaten 
as soon as they are within our reach. Our 
frontiers are secure from the ravages and ca- 
lamities of war ; and whilst the lands of our 
enemies are desolated, and their country a prey 
to the license of the soldiery, throughout 
France, the citizen enjoys his hearth undisturb- 
ed, and the labourer tills his fields in peace, 
and is happy to divide their fruits between the 
wants of his family and those of the state. 

Let us not pride ourselves on those advan- 
tages, my brethren; let us, according to the 
advice of the Royal Prophet, not trust in our 
bow, nor expect victory from our sword* Our 
arms are victorious and our 4 troops invincible, 
only because the Lord fights with us and for 
us. The same hand that now protects us, may 
also abandon us ; and this we should apprehend 
the more, since notwithstanding our victories, 
we ought always to regard war as a scourge 
brought upon us by our crimes. Let us me* 
rit a continuance of the favors of heaven, by der 

* Psalm. 43. v. 7. 
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ploring the sad necessity which arms us against 
our brethren ; let our victories themselves be- 
come for us new motives to wish for peace; 
let us always sanctify our thanksgiving by this 
christian desire, and it will be much more ac- 
ceptable to tlim who is the God and the Father 
of our enemies, as well as ours. His tender- 
ness will revive towards them and towards us ; 
he will conciliate the interests by which we are 
divided, and which appear irreconcilable to hu- 
man wisdom ; he will clear up the chaos of op- 
posite pretensions, in which the reason of man 
is confounded, and which seems to hold out 
the dreary prospect of an eternal war. Em- 
pires and states, after the mournful struggles by 
which they are now convulsed, shall have past 
away, will take at last a steady and permanent 
attitude: He who drew the harmony and order 
of the universe out of original chaos, well knows 
how to mould the present confusion and troubles 
of the greater part of the nations of Europe, 
into tranquillity and concord: heaven -descended 
peace shall reunite the hearts and interests of 
all ; and we with our enemies, shall bless the 
infinite mercies of the Lord, who will graciously 
vouchsafe to grant it to the troubled earth. 
For these reasons, &c. 
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XXII. A MANDATE 

(Aug. 29, 1736.) 

ON THE RETRENCHMENT OF CERTAIN HOLYDAY8. 



The church ever attentive to provide new 
helps to salvation, for her children, has from 
the beginning proposed \o them, the example 
of those Saints whose virtues had been most 
conspicuous on earth; and iq order that those 
grfeat models of sanctity might influence us the 
more, she has consecrated the days destined to 
honour their triumph, to holy repose and pub- 
lic worship. But in proportion as the faith of 
the people waxed cold, and as those holy so- 
lemnities were multiplied, this wise and use- 
ful law has but served to multiply transgres- 
sions: it has become onerous and impracticable 
to the poor by interdicting labor, the only re- 
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source of their poverty; and the rest com- 
manded on those holydays, has been for many 
others, nothing but an occasion of profaning 
them by gaming, by intemperance, and by the 
other excesses which usually spring from the 
idleness and vices of the people. It is to pre- 
vent those public evils, which are so disgrace- 
ful to religion, that we have resolved to follow 
the example of the greater part of the Bishops 
of France. 

For these reasons, &c. 
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(March 5, 1738.) * 



TOR THE THIRD GENERAL VISITATION OF THE 
DIOCESS. 



In announcing to you, this day, my dearest 
brethren, our third general visitation, and say- 
ing to you with the Apostle to the christians of 
Corinth : Ecce tertio hoc venio ad vo*;* we may 
well add with the same Apostle, when he visited 
the churches of Asia, on his way to Jerusalem, 
that this is the last time we shall have the con- 
solation of seeing you. Et nunc ego scio, quia 
amplius non videbitis faciem meam, vos omnes 



*2. Cor. c. xiii. v. 1. 
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per quo* tvamroi pnedicans regnum Dei* The 
patience of the Lord has already too long borne 
our episcopacy, and deferred giving you in our 
stead, a Bishop after his. own heart, who might 
repair our faults, co-operate more faithfully in 
his merciful designs towards you, and perfect 
among you the work of the gospel, which we 
have but feebly commenced. In awaiting the 
dose of our career, which cannot be now dis- 
tant, we shall not cease to carry you in our 
paternal bosom, nor shall the infirmities of age 
ever weaken the tender love which we have 
always entertained for our flock: too happy 
would we be, could we be assured that our 
tenderness was as useful to you, as it has been 
real and sincere. Prepare then, ray dearest 
brethren, to receive in our humble person, 
Christ himself — the Sovereign Pastor and Bi- 
shop of your souls :f it is He, of. whom we 
are but the feeble organs, that will visit, con- 
sole, and instruct you, by our mouth. Al- 
though, as the same Apostle said to the faith- 
ful of Corinth, our bodily presence should ap- 
pear ipeak to the eyes of worldlings and our 



* Acts. c. xx. v. ?$. t Peter, c. ii. v. 25. 
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speech contemptible* to the false wisdom of 
pride, it is nevertheless Jesus Christ who will 
speak by us ; it is He who will appear to you 
in our person, and who will conceal Himself 
under the humiliating exterior of our weakness 
and our mortality. Prepare then the way of 
this Pontiff of goods eternal, who is about to 
erect his throne of gracef in your churches, to 
pour out abundant blessings on all those, who 
shall approach Him with that confidence which 
love inspires, and with that profound conviction 
of those miseries and wants, which render the 
divine support so necessary to man. 

As to you, my venerable brethren, who are 
associated to our priesthood and our ministry, 
and who participate with us in the care of the 
large flock committed to our pastoral solici- 
tude, we confide in the Lord that the graces 
of this visitation will be poured on you, in 
still greater abundance than cm your people : 
the more sublime and perilous your duties are, 
the more do you require new succors to for- 
tify in you what is beginning to weaken, to 
confirm what is already tottering, and to re- 



♦2. Cor. c. x. v. 10. tHeb. c. iv. ▼. 1*. 
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kindle that fire of charity and zeal which is, 
perhaps, becoming extinct. 

We ourselves, charged with a more general 
solicitude, and more exposed to yield under the 
heavy burden, which the inscrutable designs of 
Providence have imposed on us ; we have need 
of being reanimated by the example of the 
great number of virtuous pastors whom the 
mercy of Jesus Christ still preserves to this 
diocess, and whom we shall have the conso- 
lation of meeting in our journeys; that thus 
the falling-off, inseparable from age, and still 
more from the fund of our corruption, may be 
prevented or retarded. 

We hope then, venerable brethren, that you 
will have the same joy at seeing us again, 
which we shall feel in finding you still at 
the bead of your respective flocks, feeding 
them with the bread of the sacred word, edi- 
fying and animating them by your example, 
sanctifying them by the helps and graces of 
the sacraments, and preparing all to bear, one 
day, to the feet of the Sovereign Pastor, the 
fruit of your labors and your cares, and to 
form with yourselves a portion of the ever- 
lasting church of the First-born, in heaven. 

For these reasons, &i\ 
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(June 16, 1739.) 



TO SWfc THE TE DEUM, IN THANKSGIVING FOR THB 
PEACE CONCLUDED BETWEEN THE MNfc AND THB 
BMFEROR. 



Vr e hare always wept, my dear brethren, over 
the carnage . and horrors of the late war : even 
the advantages which we gained could not 
console us for the deplorable effusion of chris- 
tian blood ; and our solemn thanksgivings at 
the foot of the altar, were rather pious vows 
for peace, than songs of joy for our victories. 
The. spirit of wisdom and moderation which 
guides the monarch, seemed also to sway our 
armies, and they were never more disposed to 
prefer the happiness of having no enemies, to 
the glory of vanquishing th$m, than during a 
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war in which they exhibited such proofs of 
valor, as never before challenged the admira- 
tion of men. 

B\it however laudable the desire of peace* 
it was then neither wise nor possible to ex*. 
pect it. Two august houses, royal from the 
remotest times, and constantly occupied in vin- 
dicating by force of arms, the glory of a su- 
perior authority in Europe, had engaged na- 
tions and states, and almost the whole universe 
in their quarrels : the hearts of men seemed as 
irreconcilable as their interests; the terrible 
voice of God's anger, roused by oar crimes, 
had, as it were, shook the whole earth with the 
fierce and appalling sound of war : Dedit ©o- 
cem storm, mota est terra ; coniurbatce sunt ge*r, 
tes, et inclinata sunt regna;* all were either, 
involved in the mighty contest, or preparing 
to enter it, and the sanguinary struggle so <kr 
from relenting, seemed to be extending its de- 
solating fury to those states which had, till then, 
remained quiet spectators of its progress. 

What a prodigy, my brethren! at tbs time; 
when the flame of discord, raging more fierce-; 
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Iy than ever, seemed likely to go out no more, 
the Lord has made a universal calm succeed 
to the storm of war that agitated all Europe! 
Venite et videte opera Domini, qua posuitpro- 
digia super terram, auferrens bella usque ad 
Jtnem terra* 

The suspension of hostilities having already 
permitted you to anticipate the happiness of 
this miraculous peace, will diminish your sur- 
prise and perhaps your gratitude at its rati- 
fication. But be ever mindful of that memora- 
ble hour in which, contrary to -all expectation, 
it was first announced to you as certain, and 
riever forget the solemn and hearty thanksgiv- 
ing which you all then offered with general 
acclamation to the Lord, amidst the surprise 
and joy of so happy an occurrence. 

Without doubt, my dear brethren, the pa- 
cific dispositions of the King, evert in the midst 
of victory, had moved the Lord to bestow on 
us this singular and unexpected favor. The 
wise principles in which he was educated, 
taught him to regard war, even when most for- 
tunate, as one of the sharpest scourges of God's 
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anger upon the sins of men : he was persuaded 
that conquests weaken and exhaust the very 
states which they aggrandize; that the most 
glorious success of arms is of little value, when 
it does not serve to lighten the burdens, and 
dry up the tears, of a brave but impoverished 
people; that kings have been established by 
God, father to be the fathers and protectors of 
their subjects, than the conquerors of their 
neighbours; and that in subjugating other na- 
tions by force of money and blood, they gene- 
rally lose the confidence and love of their own 
people. 

Let us pray, my dear brethren, that those 
virtuous and heroic dispositions may never be 
effaced from the soul of a prince so dear to 
France; and that the wise minister who has 
engraved them betimes on the royal heart, may 
continue to improve them, as long as the love 
and interests of the nation, and the repose of 
Europe, require his counsels. 
For these reasons, &c. 
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X* v - A MANDATE 

{Jan. 20, 17*3.) 

FOR THE MISSIONS OF TH£ DIOCESS. 



As the hankies^ ^f our. heart, my Nearest bi*n 
tbreo, is, every day, opposing- new obstacles 
to the infinite mercies 06 God towards us ; it 
would seem that on his side, his paternal boqnfy 
is never weary of trying- new methods to. re- 
eal us from our vices. He strikes our lands 
with sterility ; he suffers the necessities of the. 
state to augment our public burdens, whilst 
he cuts off a part of' the means which woiihb 
enable us to, bear them, Ife hap scattered coa- 
tag-ion and. death over our tow4<w and' fields; 
we have seen the father snatched: firput his chife 
dren, and the beloved childi from hi* parents, 
at our very sides : we have not yet ceased to 
complain, of those public calamities; but we 
do not think of causing those infidelities and 
crimes to cease, which have provoked the wrath 
and chastisements of h (given. 
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Vd- imh do- oft pWstiefrs prbclaihf' ffbiti' the 
c&H&tiart pulpit; that' the times' wHP BeeoHie' 
ra'oW fiivdUrabhv if dili* riioraKr bebbtae' mb'fe' 
viWub»s» and J pnirt* 1 H ( vatri> do' they- ; irtafce* otf^ 
t&ffpTes resouiid' with' the 1 paffllc' pfrayers' of ttfe* 
dt«rth'; to rerider fejaVeii' rifbre' pl»^'pft^bu ! s u t6 ,l 
ybttr sufleriflgs'; you* rim to'ttfeni to solicit' a : 
dferi^e" of seasons' attd' ifbt'd'ctiah'^e* of* hdktt\ 
ydtt prti'y tKat tWi*' jiftrfsHafcle' eftrth 1 may^ctiangtf . 
its barrenness into a happy fertility';' blit ybii 4 ' 
do' riot p*ray that < your sterile heatt mky bfe- 
cbrne the' good- ground- mentidhed- in* the c g6$-' 
pel; whifch 1 ^atfereiff : by'tHedew'r ! of hieaven phi-' 
dfceeth- fttfH a« hundred- fbld. You Wish" to" 1 
sofleti' an- alngiry' God' by ybur' supplfcatiorife; 
butyotr will'toUeh 1 ifolHirtg tite5r J p'rdVokfes'hhti;- 
in : your* morals*; tHa* is to say; ybu'VIstf that' 
a- God" of' sanctity- would farotrr yoar'pafesfotis,' 
by : restoring* to ybu J tf&t e abuhdan<!e' aritTptoiii' 
perttf wTflctflias -Hitherto' ' rturthred^nd^irifiutoett 7 
tHehi. Youfr pfrMic stfppKcaHdris are ratheV'the" 
carflaf-clatoort'oi 3 vguity iriiHtithde^wtio* gfle^' 
t<* find' thfcnf&eives* deprived of tftfc' cherished 1 
object of 'their- pastfohi*/ tHart : the trtfe"8ig!&'0f ;r 
assetoMed J perifteHtsi' Who* approach tfre'fb'bt'of 1 
the* altar ! t6> testify USe" sittcerH^of * their"' cbrftrt-' 
tiett; forUhe 'ah^ye' , wH1c1iV.tHey i hka , lang ?, 'raUae 1 ; 
of the fevors of heaven. 
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And how can you expect, my dear brethren, 
that prayers so defiled will appease an irritated. 
God, or that they will obtain from his bounty, 
those blessings which you have been long abu- 
sing and which he could not grant you, except 
in. his anger and as the occasions of your eter- 
nal perdition? Use your possessions according 
to the rules of faith, if you wish that the pub* 
lie prayers of the church should be heard for 
their preservation. 

In vain then, my brethren, has God called 
you to his service by the public scourges with 
which he has chastised you, by the public pray- 
ers, which implore their cessation, and by the . 
remonstrances of your ordinary pastors, which 
should have taught you to turn your misfor- 
tunes and the public supplications of the church, 
to advantage. But his bounty is not to be 
overcome : to all those external succors which 
you abuse, he adds the secret and continual 
aids of grace. There is no sinner among you 
whose false security is not sometimes disturbed, 
by the hidden impulse of sharp remorse : he 
causes satiety itself to wean the guilty from 
their crimes: he makes them form a thousand 
resolutions to emerge, one day, from the fright- 
ful abyss in which they are plunged ; but those 
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very desires always tranquillize 'them on their 
actual state, and go no farther than to make 
them form some vague project of future amend- 
ment, and to remain for the present, quietly as 
they are. 

Thus it is, my brethren, that nothing awakens 
you from your lethargy, neither calamitous sea- 
. sons, nor the public succors of the church, nor 
the secret impulses of grace ; and for those 
who resemble you, death is always the fatal 
moment, in which their eyes, freed from the 
darkness of the body, open at last, but in vfcin, 
to the light of truth. 

It is therefore to prevent this irreparable mis- 
fortune, that the Father of Mercies is about to 
make a last effort to compel you to enter, even 
now, into yourselves. He sent Angels of ven- 
geance* of old, to his people, when deaf to 
all his warnings, they had carried their iniqui- 
ties to the last extremity ; he rained fire from 
heaven and reduced their proud cities to ashes : 
but it was not the fire of wrath but of charity, 
that Christ came to kindle upon earth : the 
Angel? whom He sends and who are about to 
appear among you, are ministers of peace and 
reconciliation ; and he will give his sacred word 
in their mouth. 
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sHW^a^l of dpstipying <c^i#* apd ej^piipfl^g 
-ttejr ^JW^ftRte fMcpvftte j^n 4l# pi#«t ojf you 
# W Jteaffep >aqd p i\ejv e^i : jTgje A#» 
m virtwte : vox Domini in magnificentifiJP 

gn^aiall^jijKerful r wq^ wjijch «h»ll jcafit flpwn 
jy^ fte&rp of LebaijpiiTTTeKfiry e^ft^ 9? P*Hfo 
-fcvpry fartynp pqqupn^t^d by SraqA andiiyiifr- 

Thai burning >yo^d of fij;e, of charity and 
#fpl, .w.hidh $fyall extjngijish <ewry ipfipuije flftme, 
apfl light up chaste ^p4 holy flffp^tiops j# your 
hearts: Vox Domini intercidffifaJkfflqywigfW? 

Tbfit fruitful yy<j>rdj jptucl} \yijl <caps£ those 
ijnjid, sIqw and irresolute chfUjian^ who hfivj* 
iopjg resisted the impulse qf gra.ce, to feel the 
thqoes of t^\e spirit, pad bring forth the pew man 
19 their hearts : Vox Domini prcepamntis cp[VQ$. 

T^t Apostolic vyord, tfyat voice of the sona 
of Zfebedee, which shall shake the deserts; Uiftt 
is \f> .^y, ikm^s the mo?t l\ardpp/?4 Rd unujov^- 
a|>Je ip wqpif» whP qi$p 9p in^oup b«P* of 
their impenitence, find in yhoge bcjsora uq seed 
Apr cultucp hf^ ever bc^en able tp produce &ny 
thing but tyorqs: Vox pamifij cqncirtimtip <fe- 
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In nite, flmt plerting w&tfo 1 wtilcfc shall pe- 
netrate the Idvtest depths <rf the guilty cen- 
setence, shall light up it* dfirltert recedes i an* 
By a riticere Wvftetion, dissipate the thick chaot 
rft which it- has been so long enveloped : Vox 
ttomini reVelabU ttondenm. 

It Wili bef it beneficent word, and friH ao* 
refuse its aid to ftiijr description of pefesdmrr 
it will proffer remedies tor the roost incura- 
ble aftd hopeless diseases; it Will exclude rio 
applicant frofti its solicitude and its benefits; 
that aH may sing together in the temple of the 
Lord, the powers of hfe grate and the prodigy 
whtch has dhanged their hearts : Et in Tempfo 
ejus_omnes dieent gtofiam. 

This then, i»y brethren, may h* considered 
the last resotirte which the Almighty will draw 
from the treastife* of his mercy, for your sali- 
vation. What a misfortune for you, if your 
should consummate your reprobation, by ren- 
dering* it unavailing! Alaa! I am filled with hor- 
ror, at the very idea of the dire anathema ; you 
would, at the same time, sitae out the patience? 
and mercy of God, from you, for ever. Yes,, 
my brethren, I repestt it, tfcd-ptfesent is the mo- 
ment that must decide 1 on your eternity. 

Grant, O Lord, that it may also be the mo- 
ment marked in thy eternal counsels for the 
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salvation of this flock ! may the excess of their 
miseries and infidelities become for them a pre- 
sage of thy abundant mercies. It is the utter 
extremity of their maladies, that makes us hope 
the success of the remedies, which thou pre- 
parest now to heal them ; do thou, thyself, guide 
the hand of the charitable physicians whom thou 
sendest to apply them. Guide their tongues 
that they may persuade thy people to love the 
wholesome bitterness of penance, under which 
they will find joy and peace. Give their minis- 
try that efficacy, which they themselves cannot 
give it ; and lighten the weight of their Apos- 
tolic labors, by rendering them useful. They 
will find their toils light and sweet, O my God, 
if, invested with thy strength and with the ho- 
nourable title of thy envoys, they shall be able 
to relieve the sinners to whom they are sent, 
from the heavy load of crime which presses 
them to the earth. 

We recommend the pastors of the neigh- 
bouring parishes, to exhort their people to pro- 
fit of the advantages which the vicinity of the 
missions offers them, and to assist as often as 
they shall be able at those pious exercises. 

For these reasons, &c. 
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A DISCOURSE 



ADDRESSED TO A COMMUNITY OF RELIGIOUS LADIES. 



I will not conceal from you, my dear sisters, 
the profound grief with which I am filled, on 
this occasion. Was it for you to afflict me? 
and is it from this house that I ought to ex- 
pect troubles and sorrows in my ministry? You 
ought, my dear sisters, to be the consolation 
of my episcopacy, as you have always been its 
most cherished portion : I should come here, 
only to be consoled by your piety, for the dis- 
orders and the scandals, which cannot fail to oc- 
cur in the large diocess which Providence has 
entrusted to my care. To the regularity, the 
fervor, the * peace and union which I should 
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find in this sacred asylum, I ought to look for 
the solace of those pains and sorrows, which 
reach me from other quarters : you should ren- 
der the yoke of my episcopacy more tolerable, 
and yet you aggravate it; you render it more 
overwhelming and add a new load of bitterness 
to my other balden* Oatte more then, is this 
the return, which a pastor who has always loved 
you tenderly, should expect from your obedi- 
ence and gratitude? 

Be mindful of the advice of Saint Paul, to 
the faithful of Galatia, who had fallen away 
from their first fervor by the dissensions which 
had risen amongst them ; for loss of peace is 
the inevitable consequence of the decay of re- 
gularity am! fervor. Ydu formerly pressed for- 
ward, write? the Apostle, with se much con- 
cord and seal, m the way of God, that you 
were the model of all the other churches of 
Asia, am! the glory of those who first anneuneed 
Jesus Christ amdftgst yotf : Cttrrebatisr kene* 
Bow then have you fallen away from this first 
grace ? and what is the fetal obstacle which ha* 
arrested and disconcerted you? The poisonous 
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4*fwc»i «jf 4«08*ttt*pon to* corrupted the gifibg of 
G&d ww#g y^w: J bear <of «*&iuff hut your 
fotiipiire mm) <&wtemtaw; wro we erf flRatci 
rthew **f Cftpbw or Apollo, *a«ie of Jtewt 
£terot ; -wa* it tiwn Ao *hs amm* of {Raul or 
Ctepba? >ft*i yew wne baptized, «• oat rather to 
the «*»* pf Ctoriat ? 

Jtehold, wy dow sj*te*$, M?bat I here repeat 
to yon, Mri* iday, io ibe bitt*ra*ss of *y hnait 
You wafted foftwerjy m*h so much fervor and 
union, in the praetke of aU y*>H* duties: Cfer* 
wfa# fan*; yaw piety and wtsdoe* were w 
eonsjticuew that you were proposed a* a mo* 
del to aU the other monasteries of this e&tei* 
*is& dioeeas : yon spread oo all aides, the tweet 
odor of Jesus jCb^bt ; your community was ae* 
near KentioQed but wi4h high oonnaeiidatioa of 
143 unanimity and cpoeord; you wese the con* 
solatia*) of my predecessors and the glory of 
ttose servants of God who fisra* conducted yon 
in the paths of reltgioue perfection* What 
parsed leaven *>f division, then, he* aouraft and 
corrupted a mass, eace aa pure and hciy ? seme 
are of Paul, others of Cephas, but none of 
Christ : l?u* aet you then the spouses* of Paul 
pr pf Cephas, or not mthec the. spouses o£ Jbsoe 
GhriatJ 
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And was it then fitting, that after having 
been the joy and solace of my predecessors, you 
should be sisters of sorrow to me, and that my 
episcopacy should be reserved for scenes so 
distressing and so heart-rending to its possessor? 
Behold., my dear sisters, the true source of all 
your misfortunes: attached to your guides by 
motives altogether human, God does not bless 
their ministry in your regard: vanity, prepos- 
session, find other .motives still morcf. censur- 
able, determine your choice of a director: each 
one wishes to elevate the talents, and lights of 
her Paul above the. talents and lights of the 
Cephas of the other ; and from those puerile - 
attachments and predilections, spring antipa- 
thies, dislikes, cabals, the. unprofitable use, and 
frequently the criminal abuse and profanation, 
of the sacraments ; regrets, chagrin, disgust of 
your state, and in fine, divisions and dissen- 
sions, the greatest scourge with which God 
can strike a community of virgins. To simi- 
lar evils may we trace the disgrace and decay 
of so many holy monasteries, which. were once 
so fervent and so respectable, but aver which 
the church now mourns, because they are be- 
come, the scandal and mockery of the people, 
and the reproach of a religious life, by the dis- 
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aipation of their morals and the total abandon* 
meat of the virtues of their state. 

Fear, my dear sisters, lest the same misfor- 
tune come upon you : when the stones of the 
building begin to loosen, the whole edifice is 
on the point of tumbling: it shakes and nods to 
its fall. Restore to me, my dear sisters, the joy 
and consolation of which you have deprived 
me: there is yet time. The ancient spirit of 
piety is not totally extinguished among you: 
God has not yet entirely abandoned you ; he is 
withdrawing, he threatens, but you still see 
him: he no longer pours on you, those abun- 
dant graces, which once made this sacred house, 
a public edification, and which sanctified the 
many christian virgins and exemplary superiors, • 
whose still recent memory ought to overwhelm 
you with confusion and grief : your danger is ' 
great; this I proclaim to you on the part of 
God ; but the evil is not without remedy. God 
has united you, my dear sisters, by the bonds 
of the same rule and of the' same asylum : let 
not. men then, separate what God has joined: 
have, all, but one heart and one soul, as you 
have all but one spouse and one hope: seek 
not empty consolations from without, in die 
vain succors of men ; seek, true comfort in the 
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martuafc tendenieM am* cHmtty whibh > y*ti> 0W# 
to one another: do not ttirti the dgylukb of jay; 
oft peace ami of innocence?, to' wbieh' Go*, in 
Mil unbounded mercy., has called' yfotf>ft*mr*# 
dDrcuptwn of the - worlds do not, I say, , tuiti : it* 
into? the sorrowful' abode of trouble, of discord* 
andr chagrtuo Rewenre those? gliders whbm Jefctnif 
(Xbmlr. sender you^ through my > ministry, as yw- 
\»oukh receive Jeeue CHrisMfiiti^f : thorn Whew 
your own- teste would select, are not in your re>-- 
gard; the< envoy*. of Christ; THey Have not his* 
miss ion- but yourej and' consequently no blewr- 
diction can be ? attached to their ministry: im~ 
dan theirj guidance you would still' tongtiisb in 
the: same: imperfection^ the. same 1 dl*ftikw,<< the*' 
same: attaohmeirts^ the same weaknesses: 

16 ever virgin possessed* the rlgfht of choos- 
ing for Herself, a guide* it was* doubttess' the 
most: holy) of ail virgmfc, the mtHhiei* at Getft 
Yet she wait*' till C&tist himself* ott hitPcrdss/ 
points cutto* her, him, wHom he . wished*hduhi< 
held hisc place? in ten regftn*, oti^ earth: she 
might have; asked Peter, - the* first amd-i th&ctitef * 
of all the Apostles, and in whom the superiority' 
of: lightoand of' talents, -a*' well '• a*> the? :pttPemi£ 
ntncecof digtrity; should reside: site mig&|; have 
pteferre* Jamas' oyj Ju<te th#brtthi*^ofr-cte* 
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Lor*, and who were united to. her by bkwb; 
but she knew to* weH, that we arte never t*fii 
t,» o«c own choice : eke attache* hecself to> Smt 
John*, to whom, he* divine Sod obifribes. ber, 
and remains a* docile tp bin asi to Jtasoa Cbii&i 
himsetf. 

Never lose sight, my dear siktois^ of thai 
gccai mod^L Hokk yourselves obeAfenfr. to Hw 
direction ef Jesu«iCh»is6; andcsteeeam*(giiiibta 
tafe or useful for you, but those whom he fiamra 
Ifer you^ by, my mouth : th& bUiwt subnriaacnia 
to W* orders, is ks«lft a disposition: the beat 
oaloiriated, to draw dowiv a: gutat bamdktiotn 
on the ministry of tthogo 3 who* shall* b<e appelated 
to conduit yowr* sou&. Do not oofltftpeb tiMP 
God of peace to remove far from you; you 
know that he abides only in the dwelling of 
peace : invite him to return to this sacred asy- 
lum, and you will recal him into your hearts : 
prepare yourselves to approach with fruit, to 
the holy mysteries, tbas& mysteries of tender- 
ness and love, which are profaned whenever 
they enter a heart tainted by the slightest aver- 
sion, so that the unworthy receiver, eats and 
drinks in them, his own condemnation. 

Console me, then, my dear sisters, by a per- 
fect reconciliation, at the foot of the crucifix : 
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depose there, whatever may yet remain, of se- 
cret antipathy and dislike : close for ever, the 
wound which your dissensions have made in my 
heart, and before I quit this place, give to each 
other the mutual kiss of peace. Let your hearts, 
now returned to your duty, go still farther than 
those external marks of charity ; and let your 
tears, whilst they purify your souls, be as the 
blood of your grief, to confirm, this day, be* 
fore Jesus Christ, your new alliance with one 
another: you forfeited every thing, in losing 
your peace; in recovering it, you will regain 
all things. I give it to you, my dear sisters, 
I leave it with you, and I hope that it will 
never again depart from this habitation. 



THE BND. 
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